
We seek to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ and his call to the realm of God: the 

practice of justice, mercy and faith. Our 
mission is represented by the Celtic cross, a 
shepherd’s crook, the extension of the right 

arm of fellowship into the world and the 
church’s hospitality toward the world. 

   
   
  30 March 2024 
 The Great Vigil of Easter 

 
  

~ SERVICE OF LIGHT ~ 
(All PEOPLE gather in around the fire in silence.) 

  

GREETING AND WELCOME 
Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord | And also with you. 

 
Hear the story:  John 1:1–5 (The Message) 

  

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. The 

Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. Everything was created 

through him; nothing—not one thing!— came into being without him. What 

came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The Life-

Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out.  

  
Let us pray: 

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ … the Sun of Righteousness. Amen. 

 
~SHARING THE LIGHT~ 

(The PEOPLE pass the light of Christ to each other. When all candles are lit, please 

rise and follow leaders into the sanctuary, singing Christ is Risen) 
  

  

 
 

Sundays 
Nursery Care 9:00 a.m. 
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship following service 
Youth activities 4:00 p.m. 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC.  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders 

for young readers to help them 

in their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for 

children under 5. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung 

by All. Non-bold lines are 

spoken or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a 

Gathered Community Pad and 

sign in so that we may have a 

record of your time with us.  
 

  

  

Alleluia, Jesus the Lord is Risen © Les 
Presses de Taizé ; Crashing Waters at 

Creation text by Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 

GIA R 
eprinted and streamed with 

OneLicense.net license A-703444 

 

Thank you to the following 

participants in tonight’s service: 

Preacher, Pastor Nathan Willard 

Usher,  

Musicians: Sanctuary Choir,  

J. Kyle Coleman 



 2 

HUMANS GAIN KNOWLEDGE AT A HIGH COST     Genesis 3:1–13, 20–24 
The snake was the most intelligent of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God really say that you shouldn’t eat from any tree in the garden?” The woman said to the 

snake, “We may eat the fruit of the garden’s trees but not the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden. 

God said, ‘Don’t eat from it, and don’t touch it, or you will die.’ ” The snake said to the woman, “You won’t 

die! God knows that on the day you eat from it, you will see clearly and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.” The woman saw that the tree was beautiful with delicious food and that the tree would provide 

wisdom, so she took some of its fruit and ate it, and also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate it. Then they both saw clearly and knew that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and 

made garments for themselves. During that day’s cool evening breeze, they heard the sound of the Lord God 

walking in the garden; and the man and his wife hid themselves from the Lord God in the middle of the 

garden’s trees. The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” The man replied, “I heard 

your sound in the garden; I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that 

you were naked? Did you eat from the tree, which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 

you gave me, she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the woman, “What have 

you done?!” And the woman said, “The snake tricked me, and I ate.” … The man named his wife Eve 

because she is the mother of everyone who lives. The Lord God made the man and his wife leather clothes 

and dressed them. The Lord God said, “The human being has now become like one of us, knowing good and 

evil.” Now, so he doesn’t stretch out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat and live forever, the 

Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to farm the fertile land from which he was taken. He drove out 

the human. To the east of the garden of Eden, he stationed winged creatures wielding flaming swords to 

guard the way to the tree of life.  
 

Sung Response 459 O Word of God Incarnate, v1 
O Word of God in-car-nate, O Wis-dom from on high, O Truth un-changed, un-chang-ing,  

O Light of our dark sky: we praise you for the ra-diance that from the hal-owed page,  

a lan-tern to our foot-steps, shines on from age to age. 
 

THE GREAT FLOOD  Genesis 7:11–8:14 

It was the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month that it 

happened: all the underground springs erupted and all the windows of Heaven were thrown open. Rain 

poured for forty days and forty nights. That’s the day Noah and his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, 

accompanied by his wife and his sons’ wives, boarded the ship. And with them every kind of wild and 

domestic animal, right down to all the kinds of creatures that crawl and all kinds of birds and anything that 

flies. They came to Noah and to the ship in pairs—everything and anything that had the breath of life in it, 

male and female of every creature came just as God had commanded Noah. Then God shut the door behind 

him. The flood continued forty days and the waters rose and lifted the ship high over the Earth. The waters 

kept rising, the flood deepened on the Earth, the ship floated on the surface. The flood got worse until all the 

highest mountains were covered—the high-water mark reached twenty feet above the crest of the mountains. 

Then God turned his attention to Noah and all the wild animals and farm animals with him on the ship. God 

caused the wind to blow and the floodwaters began to go down. The underground springs were shut off, the 

windows of Heaven closed and the rain quit. Inch by inch the water lowered. After 150 days the worst was 

over. On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the ship landed on the Ararat mountain range. The water 

kept going down until the tenth month. On the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains came 

into view. After forty days Noah opened the window that he had built into the ship. He sent out a raven; it 

flew back and forth waiting for the floodwaters to dry up. Then he sent a dove to check on the flood 

conditions, but it couldn’t even find a place to perch—water still covered the Earth. Noah reached out and 

caught it, brought it back into the ship. He waited seven more days and sent out the dove again.  
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It came back in the evening with a freshly picked olive leaf in its beak. Noah knew that the flood was about 

finished. He waited another seven days and sent the dove out a third time. This time it didn’t come back. In 

the six-hundred-first year of Noah’s life, on the first day of the first month, the flood had dried up. Noah 

opened the hatch of the ship and saw dry ground. By the twenty-seventh day of the second month, the Earth 

was completely dry.  
 

Sung Response 459 O Word of God Incarnate, v2 
The church from you, dear Sav-ior, re-ceived this gift di-vine; and still that light is lift-ed  

on all the earth to shine. It is the chart and com-pass that, all life’s voy-age through, 

a-mid the rocks and quick-sands still guides, O Christ, to you. 

 

GOD JUMPS INTO THE FLAMES   Daniel 3:13-27 

In a violent rage Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They were 

brought before the king. Nebuchadnezzar said to them: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Is it true that 

you don’t serve my gods or worship the gold statue I’ve set up? If you are now ready to do so, bow down and 

worship the gold statue I’ve made when you hear the sound of horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every 

kind of instrument. But if you won’t worship it, you will be thrown straight into the furnace of flaming fire. 

Then what god will rescue you from my power?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King 

Nebuchadnezzar: “We don’t need to answer your question. If our God—the one we serve—is able to rescue 

us from the furnace of flaming fire and from your power, Your Majesty, then let him rescue us. But if he 

doesn’t, know this for certain, Your Majesty: we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue 

you’ve set up.” Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his face twisted beyond recognition because of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In response he commanded that the furnace be heated to seven times its 

normal heat. He told some of the strongest men in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and 

throw them into the furnace of flaming fire. So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were bound, still dressed 

in all their clothes, and thrown into the furnace of flaming fire. (Now the king’s command had been rash, and 

the furnace was heated to such an extreme that the fire’s flame killed the very men who carried Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego to it.) So these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell, bound, into the 

furnace of flaming fire. Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in shock and said to his associates, “Didn’t 

we throw three men, bound, into the fire?” They answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” He replied, 

“Look! I see four men, unbound, walking around inside the fire, and they aren’t hurt! And the fourth one 

looks like one of the gods.” Nebuchadnezzar went near the opening of the furnace of flaming fire and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” Then 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. The chief administrators, ministers, governors, and 

the king’s associates crowded around to look at them. The fire hadn’t done anything to them: their hair 

wasn’t singed; their garments looked the same as before; they didn’t even smell like fire!  

 

Sung Response 459 O Word of God Incarnate, v3 
O make your church, dear Sav-ior, a lamp of pur-est gold to bear be-fore the na-tions  

your true light, as of old; O teach your wan-dering pil-grims by this our path to trace,  

till, clouds and storms thus end-ed, we see you face to face. 
 

SHARING OF STORIES 
Words ending… “This night is a telling of the story of creation from the earliest days, through the highs and 

lows of exile and empire, death and rebirth. Each year, these ancient texts renew our connection to the 

ancient even while we celebrate the future in confirmation. In this space, I invite you to share your own 

stories from the Bible, that we might incorporate them into our future together.  

  

Between stories, we sing again. 
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Sung Response 459 O Word of God Incarnate, v1 
O Word of God in-car-nate, O Wis-dom from on high, O Truth un-changed, un-chang-ing,  

O Light of our dark sky: we praise you for the ra-diance that from the hal-owed page,  

a lan-tern to our foot-steps, shines on from age to age. 
 

The last time, sing 
 

Sung Response 459 O Word of God Incarnate, v3 
O make your church, dear Sav-ior, a lamp of pur-est gold to bear be-fore the na-tions  

your true light, as of old; O teach your wan-dering pil-grims by this our path to trace,  

till, clouds and storms thus end-ed, we see you face to face. 
 

  

THE RESURRECTION STORY John 20:1-18 
Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

and saw that the stone was moved away from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one Jesus loved, breathlessly panting, “They took the Master from the tomb. We don’t know 

where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. They ran, neck and neck. 

The other disciple got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. Stooping to look in, he saw the pieces of linen cloth 

lying there, but he didn’t go in. Simon Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen cloths 

lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with the linen cloths but separate, neatly folded 

by itself. Then the other disciple, the one who had gotten there first, went into the tomb, took one look at the 

evidence, and believed. No one yet knew from the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead. The disciples 

then went back home. But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look into the tomb 

and saw two angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the head, the other at the foot of where Jesus’ body 

had been laid. They said to her, “Woman, why do you weep?” “They took my Master,” she said, “and I don’t 

know where they put him.” After she said this, she turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But she didn’t 

recognize him. Jesus spoke to her, “Woman, why do you weep? Who are you looking for?” She, thinking that 

he was the gardener, said, “Mister, if you took him, tell me where you put him so I can care for him.” Jesus 

said, “Mary.” Turning to face him, she said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” meaning “Teacher!” Jesus said, “Don’t 

cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to my Father 

and your Father, my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: “I saw the 

Master!” And she told them everything he said to her.  

  

The congregation is invited while singing the following to prepare the sanctuary for Easter by carrying 

flowers to the chancel from Ryerson Hall or helping to change the paraments. 
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~RENEWAL OF BAPTISM~ 
  

HYMN  Crashing Waters at Creation 
(During stanzas 1 and 2 new members come forward and stand to the left of the baptismal font.  

During stanza 3–4 all who are able are invited to come forward and surround new members. 

Please bring your bulletin with you.) 
  

 

 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Today, we welcome Margaret MacInnis, Maree Sarow, Alex Voss, Michelle Voss, and Amy 

Seidel into church membership.  

 

Elder: On behalf of the session, I present these new members, who have been received into 

the membership of this congregation by reaffirmation of faith. 

 

Pastor: In baptism you were claimed by God, marked as Christ’s own forever, and joined 

to his body by the Holy Spirit. You come to us then, not as strangers, but as friends in 

Christ and members of the household of God.  

We rejoice that you now desire to join with this congregation in the worship and mission of 

the church. 
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Elder: Hear these words from scripture: 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Parent of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed) 
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastor Nathan: Friends, we have professed our faith as one body.  

Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, share in its worship and mission 

through your prayers and gifts, your study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a 

disciple of Jesus Christ? 

I will, with God’s help. 

     

LITANY OF WELCOME 

Christ is the vine, and we are the branches. Those who abide in him and he in them will 

bear much fruit. In baptism, we celebrate our grafting into Christ. 

  

We celebrate the generations of faith, a new branch, with its leaves about to blossom.  

Let us all welcome them into the family of Christ  and into this body as we all worship 

God together.  
  

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

THE PEACE 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

 

WELCOME AND GIFTS TO NEW MEMBERS 

(New members remain to receive welcome gifts then are seated.) 
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
  

 

  
  

~THE LORD’S SUPPER~ 
  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S  TABLE  
The Lord be with you. | And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. |We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. | It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The prayer begins, ending … we praise your holy name, saying: 
 

Holy Holy Holy Lord, God of power, God of might. Heaven and Earth are full  

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed are they who come in the name of God, we bless you from this house. 
 

The prayer continues, ending ... great is the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

THANKSGIVING (cont.) and LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

BREAKING THE BREAD 
In keeping with the theme of tonight’s service, all are invited to join in the telling of the communion story. 

 

SHARING THE FEAST 
You are invited to come to the front to receive an individual piece of bread and cup. A sealed, gluten-free 

option is available from the station near the Bible. If you would prefer to remain in the pew, make your 

desire known, and an usher will come to serve you.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord God, we rise from this table knowing a love beyond our deserving.  

Thank you for giving us a place at your table, for serving us the bread of life; for offering to us,  

even to us, the cup of salvation. We go now from this night, knowing that Christ is alive, almighty, 

and present. With renewed strength we go forth to proclaim the good news story of Resurrection life 

and hope. Amen 
 

HYMN 536    Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen  
(The PEOPLE relight candles and carry the light out during the postlude. 

Extinguish candles after you depart and leave candleholders in baskets by the doors.) 
 

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of his Resurrection. | Alleluia! 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. | Amen. 
 

Christ is risen! | Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE Worthy Is the Lamb That Was Slain, from Messiah G.F. Handel 
 
 
 
 
 

The Easter plants decorating the Sanctuary this morning are donated “in honor of” or “in memory of” loved ones. The Deacons 

are grateful to all who have contributed to beautifying the Sanctuary. Please feel free to take a plant home after Easter Services if 

you donated to the fund.  
 

Dwight and Pauline Miller, in honor of their loved ones 

Jane Cranston, in honor of Harry N. Barnes 

Kathy Maxey, in honor of Ken and Judy Chow 

Martha Circle, in honor of Anita Burnett 

Elizabeth Hall Bolin, in honor of Ginny Hall and in memory of Robert Hall 

Susan Van Duyn, in memory of her parents, Richard and Joyce Van Duyn 

Bob and Millie Youngquist, in memory of Harry and Fran Youngquist, 

Richard W. Bordwell and Ted Stewart 

Barbara Meier, in memory of Dallis Meier and her parents 

Jim and Mary Linn, in memory of their parents 

Jeanette Winegarden and Greg and Ann Muilenburg, in memory of James 

Winegarden 

Jeff and Tammy Foster, in memory of Carol Nemitz and Jeanie Merryfield 

Ruth Westfall, in memory of parents and grandparents 

Steve and Kathy Smith, in memory of Earl and Lois Smith and David and 

Mary Noble 

Rick and Deb Boland, in memory of Joyce Turner and Jenny Boland 

Nancy Ross and family, in memory of Don Ross 

Lara Marsh, in memory of Jerry Thorius 

Jeanie Wade-Nagle, in memory of Gary Nagle 

Debbie Beermann, in memory of her parents Walter and Leone, her sister 

Carol, and brother Ron 
 

All flower donations are given to the FPC Emergency Fund after the flowers are paid for. 
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Bill and Kathy Follows, in memory of Anne 
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Steve and Karen Hurt and Kevin Viksten, in 

memory of Ray and Esther Viksten and all their 

loved ones who have gone before them. 

Karen Nicklaus, in memory of Del Nicklaus 

Helen Sheets, in memory of Dale Sheets 

Gary and Anita Burnett, in memory of Cynthia 

Burnett 

Beth Yale, in memory of Jane Yale and Lee 

Ortmeyer 

Jerry and Mary Ellen Stamp, in memory of their 
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David and Norma Carlson 
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Richard and Ann Burton 

Loretta Ross 
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