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Sundays 
 
Nursery Care  10:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

under 5. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

 
 

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 

 
   

   August 2, 2026 
 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

   

 
Prelude  Chorale Prelude Douglas Wagner 

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

Call to Confession   

If we say there is no sin in us, if we say we do not struggle with its call and 

sometimes lose, we deceive only ourselves. Come, let us confess our sins 

before God and neighbor. 
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 

thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 

we have left undone. We do not trust ourselves to take risks, or find 

ways to live one another’s experiences. We hold ourselves back and do 

not share the joy you bring us. When we are afraid, we do not trust 

our neighbors to listen, and so remain silent. When we are asked for 

help, we do not believe that we can. We leave ourselves little room to 

imagine a bigger world, and so shrink our imaginations. For these and 

all the sins we now lift up in the silence, we confess and humbly repent.  
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Hear the Good News. When we wrestle with our better and lesser angels 

we come away blessed. Know you are forgiven. Amen.  
 

Confessional Response 99 v2 My Soul Gives Glory to My God 
 

My God has done great things for me: yes, ho-ly is God’s name. 
All peo-ple will de-clare me blessed, and bless-ings they shall claim. 

 

The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 
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Sung Prayer for Illumination 395 v1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
We sing verse 1 before the reading of scripture, and respond to scripture with 

verse 3 following the reading. 
 

Blessed Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our 

thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you. By 

your gospel true and holy, teach us Lord, to love you solely. 
 

The First Lesson Psalm 17:1-7, 15 ©Order of St. Helena 

Hear my plea of innocence, O God; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, 
which does not come from lying lips. 
Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be 
fixed on justice. 
Weigh my heart, summon me by night, melt me down; you will find no 
impurity in me. 
I give no offense with my mouth as others do; I have heeded the words 
of your lips. 
My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; in your paths my feet shall 
not stumble. 
I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me 
and hear my words. 
Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, O Savior of those who take 
refuge at your right hand from those who rise up against them. 
Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, who are well supplied with 
children and leave their wealth to their little ones. 

 

Sung Response 395 v3   Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we sing. 

Glo-rious Lord, your-self im-part, Light of Light, from God  

pro-ceed-ing. Touch our lips and ears and heart;  help us by your 

Spir-it’s plead-ing. Hear the cry your church now rais-es;  

hear, and bless our prayers and prais-es.  
 

Children’s Time 
 

The Second Lesson Genesis 32:22-31   Pew Bible, Old Testament, p. 28 
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
 

Message  “Taking the Mat”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  On Eagles Wings arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 
 

Preparation for Prayer 796 v4 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

Through nights of pain and wake-ful-ness, through days when 

strength runs low, grant us your gift of pa-tience, Lord,  

your calm-ing peace to know. 
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
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My Soul Gives Glory to My God © 1978, 
1987 Medical Mission Sisters Doxology 
text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg We 
Come to You for Healing, Lord words by 
Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.© 2006 GIA 
Publications, Inc Reprinted and/or 
streamed with OneLicense.net license 
 A-703444.   

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Moment for Mission 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 
 

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Trumpets Flourish Leon Nelson 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia, JeBELLation small 

group 
  

Liturgist: Corey & Lori Pass 
  

Usher: Maeleen Thorius 
  

Deacon Greeter: Annie Westfall 
 

Elder: Kim Kinnard 
  

Fellowship: Janet Williams 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 

Tonight is the night - VBX is finally here! 

We can’t wait to BEE together. 

Dinner starts at 5:30 pm with programming for 

adults and children at 6 pm. 

Pastor Nathan will lead a study, during VBX, on the Jewish origins of Christianity  

in Coover Lounge at 6 pm.  

Everyone is invited to join whether you are connected to VBX or not. 

Congregational Health Ministry will be 

offering Blood Pressure Screening in  

Coover Lounge following worship TODAY. 

Do you have a flair for decorating? 

Join us after worship TODAY as we create our 

HIVE for VBX. Find Nancy Gardner if you 

would like to help. 

Many hands make light work! 
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Sunday, August 2 

10:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

11:30 am Blood Pres. Screen. Coover 

12 pm VBX Decoration 

5:30 pm VBX Dinner, Ryerson Hall 

6 pm VBX programming 
 

Monday, Aug 3 

5:30 pm VBX Dinner, Ryerson Hall 

6 pm VBX programming 
 

Tuesday, Aug 4 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

5:30 pm VBX Dinner, Ryerson Hall 

6 pm VBX programming 

7 pm B&G, Zoom 
 

Wednesday, Aug 5 

4 pm NO Worship & Arts  

5:30 pm VBX Dinner, Ryerson Hall 

6 pm VBX programming 
 

Thursday, Aug 6 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5:30 pm VBX Dinner, Ryerson Hall 

6 pm VBX programming 
 

Saturday, Aug 8 

9 am Needles Hooks & Yarn, Ryerson Hall 

 

Sunday, August 9 

10:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

11:45 am Sunday school Parents meeting, Coover 

 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

This week we will be collecting laundry detergent, fabric 

softener, dryer sheets, and stain remover, etc. for Immigrant 

Welcome Network of Johnson County (IWNJC). 

IWNJC supports people newly arrived in Iowa City with 

English instruction, housing, and employment. Several 

members from FPC currently teach adult ESL classes there. 

You can help support this project by bringing items to 

Ryerson Hall, there is a large bin to receive your donations. 

Sunday School families and teachers, save the date for 

NEXT Sunday, August 9, when Pastor Nathan and the 

Christian Education committee hope to hear from you 

after worship about how we can best support you this year. 

Grab a drink & snack and join us in Coover Lounge. 

Fall Kick Off!         Sunday, August 30th 

All adult and family potluck breakfast beginning at 9:30! 

Come and reconnect with each other and learn about  

Sunday school for all ages this year. 

We can’t wait to welcome everyone back to Sunday mornings. 

Mark your calendars!  

The Sanctuary Choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday nights at 7 pm 

starting September 9, and the JuBELLation Bell Choir will ring in on 

Sunday mornings beginning September 13 at 8:15 am. If you're interested 

in joining either choir, please contact Will Fecko for more information. 


