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Sundays 
 
Nursery Care  10:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

5 and under. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

 
 

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  August 16, 2026 

 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Prelude  Be Thou My Vision arr. Thiman  

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 304  O Sing a New Song to the Lord 

 

Call to Confession   

Every week, we come together to ask forgiveness to God. Today, let us 

confess together the times we ourselves have had hard hearts. 
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 

thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 

we have left undone. We have had conflict after conflict after conflict 

in our own lives, and rebuffed any efforts at reconciliation. We have 

neglected to see others as full people and instead have created versions 

of them that made it easier to deny their humanity. We have not seen 

how much we need not only forgiveness, but also to forgive. As we 

come to you repenting and asking for your forgiveness once more, help 

us to forgive in kind.  
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Hear the Good News: Christ forgives all, even our unforgiving. Hear and 

know and do likewise. Amen.  
 

Confessional Response 99 v2 My Soul Gives Glory to My God 
 

My God has done great things for me: yes, ho-ly is God’s name. 
All peo-ple will de-clare me blessed, and bless-ings they shall claim. 

 

The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 
 

Sung Prayer for Illumination 395 v1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
We sing verse 1 before the reading of scripture, and respond to scripture with 

verse 3 following the reading. 
 

Blessed Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our 

thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you. By 

your gospel true and holy, teach us Lord, to love you solely. 

Learn more on page 4. 
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The First Lesson Psalm 133 ©Order of St. Helena 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

It is like the dew of Hermon that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there has God ordained the blessing: life for evermore. 
 

Sung Response 395 v3 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we sing. 

Glo-rious Lord, your-self im-part, Light of Light, from God  

pro-ceed-ing. Touch our lips and ears and heart; help us by your 

Spir-it’s plead-ing. Hear the cry your church now rais-es;  

hear, and bless our prayers and prais-es.  
 

Children’s Time 
 

The Second Lesson  Genesis 45:1-15 Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.39  
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 444 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  
 

Message  “Coming Around”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem Lift Thine Eyes  Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Preparation for Prayer 796 v4 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

Through nights of pain and wake-ful-ness, through days when 

strength runs low, grant us your gift of pa-tience, Lord,  

your calm-ing peace to know. 
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Moment for Mission  Jane Cranston 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 
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My Soul Gives Glory to My God © 1978, 
1987 Medical Mission Sisters Doxology 
text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg We 
Come to You for Healing, Lord words by 
Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.© 2006 GIA 
Publications, Inc Reprinted and/or 
streamed with OneLicense.net license A-
703444.   

 

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 30 O God, in a Mysterious Way  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Toccata in C Domenico Zipoli 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: Dan & Laurie Thedens,  

AJ Cerniglia 
  

Liturgist: Ann Grosscup 
  

Ushers: James Juilfs 
  

Deacon Greeter: Mary Helen Kennerly 
 

Elder: Jeri Smith 
  

Fellowship: Rick & Deb Boland 

Sunday, August 16 

10:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 18 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

7 pm Session, Coover 
 

Thursday, August 20 

10 am Free Lunch program, off site 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

6 pm Eat Out Group, off site 
 

Sunday, August 23 

10:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Will Fecko, Director of Music, will be offering an introductory 

sight-reading music class for the next four weeks on Wednesday 

nights at 7 pm beginning August 19. 

This is specifically geared towards singing/choral music. 

Whether you're interested in joining the choir or just looking to 

enrich yourself with a new skill, I'd love to see you!  

Krista Livingston will be in the office on Monday, 

August 17 and not on Wednesday, August 19. 
 

Tammy Schroeder will be out of the office next 

Tuesday, August 18 - Friday, August 21. 
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 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

The FPC Book Club will meet on August 25, in room 14, at 11:30 am, 

to discuss the book Theo of Golden by Allen Levi. 

Contact Mary Linn for more information jmLnn@aol.com. 

We are close to completing our $25,000 pledge 

to Camp Bear Creek. As of this week we have 

raised $22,109. 

Thank you to everyone who donated! 

Working together we can raise the last $3,000. 

FPC became a Dementia Friendly faith community in May of 2024.  

As a faith community, we can provide an important spiritual respite. As 

a welcoming and compassionate environment, we offer families 

opportunities for meaningful engagement and spiritual connection. 

Through dementia friendly practices, we can embrace and uplift people 

with dementia and their care partners. 
 

Congregational Health Ministry continues to bring dementia awareness 

by keeping our status as Dementia Friendly Champions and offering 

presentations here at FPC and in other churches in the area.  

During each of the next four months our Champions will be giving 

presentations in and around Johnson County. 
 

Mark your calendars for November 21, as FPC hosts an “open to the 

public” presentation, watch for more information in the coming weeks. 

mailto:jmLnn@aol.com?subject=&body=

