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Sundays 
 
Nursery Care  9:15 a.m. 
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

5 and under. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  August 30, 2026 

 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Prelude  Arioso Douglas Wagner 

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 755 Alleluia! Laud and Blessing  

 

Call to Confession   

God calls not only priestly people like Moses and Aaron, but all of us, too. 

Come confess the times we looked the other way. 
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 

thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 

we have left undone. We have not seen you for who you are in our 

world. Too busy for one more thing, we have passed by burning 

bushes and water springing from rocks. We have pretended not to 

hear when someone calls us by our name, and not sought to 

understand what your voice might be saying to us. Like prophets 

before us, we have tried to escape you only to find that you remain 

steadfast beside us. As we repent, help us to hear you once more.  
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Hear the Good News. If we have learned nothing else from the prophets, 

we at least know that God keeps calling to us. You are forgiven to seek 

God’s voice. Thanks be to God.  
 

Confessional Response Nothing Can Ever  
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The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 
 

Sung Prayer for Illumination (Tune: 357) 
We pray to you O Spi-i-rit to make the Word come clear, 

That wisdom deep with-i-in-it might save us all from fear. 
 
 

The First Lesson Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b ©Order of St. Helena 

We give you thanks, O God, and call upon your Name, we make known 

your deeds among the peoples, 

We sing to you; we sing your praise and speak of all your marvelous 

works, 

We glory in your holy Name; let the hearts of those who seek you rejoice; 

We search for you and your strength; we continue to seek your face; 

We remember the marvels you have done, the wonders and the judgments 

of your mouth: 

We, the offspring of Abraham, your servant, we, the children of Jacob, 

the chosen ones. 

Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

You made your people exceedingly fruitful; you made them stronger 

than their enemies; 

Whose heart you turned, so that they hated your people, and dealt unjustly 

with your servants. 

You sent Moses your servant, and Aaron whom you had chosen. 

That they might keep your statutes and observe your laws. Alleluia! 
 

 

Sung Response 395 v3   Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we sing. 

Glo-rious Lord, your-self im-part, Light of Light, from God  

pro-ceed-ing. Touch our lips and ears and heart;  help us by your 

Spir-it’s plead-ing. Hear the cry your church now rais-es;  

hear, and bless our prayers and prais-es.  
 

Children’s Time 
 

Congregational Sung Response (Tune: 357) 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we all 

sing our response. 
 

We thank you God for Wis-dom re-vealed for all to hear, 

Now also bless these chil-dren who come with wil-ling ear. 
 

The Second Lesson Exodus 3:1-15    Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.46  
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 175 Seek Ye First  
 

Message  “Looking for a Sign”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  Polanise J.S. Bach 
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Preparation for Prayer 205 (2x) Ubi Caritas 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

U-bi car-i-tas et a – mor, u-bi car-i-tas De-us i—bi est.  
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Moment for Mission 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

Invitation to the Table 
Come now, here or at home, whether it’s something you look forward to or 

your very first time, whether you’re sure what it means or something you 

are figuring it out, whether you’ve always been welcomed or told that 

you’re not. Come to this table of reconciliation. 
 

Prayer of the Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. | And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. | We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Praise to you, O God, for all you have done. You made this world, put us in 

it, and through all our challenges have never left our side, revealing yourself 

in unexpected ways over and over again. In the fullness of time, you even 

showed us how to act justly, to love fully, and to show mercy to one another 

and to ourselves. Therefore with all creation we join to say: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
The prayer continues, concluding with … Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 
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Nothing can ever © 2007, 2011 Les 
Presses de Taizé admin GIA. Ubi caritas 
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé admin GIA  
Doxology text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg 
Reprinted and/or streamed with 
OneLicense.net license A-703444.  
Prayer of illumination copyleft Nathan 
Willard cc-by-sa 4.0  

Sharing the Feast 
You are invited to come forward to receive communion at the front of the 

church. Gluten-free wafers are available at a station near the Bible. If you 

would prefer to receive communion in your seat, make yourself known to a 

server. At FPC, all are welcome to partake of the feast. 
 

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 504 We Come as Guests Invited  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Trumpet Tune for Organ no. 1  Rien Schalkwijk 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, August 30 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am CE kickoff Potluck Breakfast 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

5 pm Youth Group Potluck and activities 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 1 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

7 pm Bldg & Grounds, Zoom 

7 pm Nominating, Zoom 
 

Wednesday, Sept 2 

4 pm Worship & Arts, Coover 

7pm Sight Reading class, Choir room 

Thursday, Sept. 3 

3 pm League of Women Voters, Ryerson 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 
 

Friday, Sept. 4 

6 pm Model swap meet set up, Ryerson 
 

Saturday, Sept. 5 

8 am Model swap meet, Ryerson 
 

Sunday, Sept. 6 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am CE kickoff Potluck Breakfast 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

11:30 am Blood Pressure checks, Coover 
5 pm NO Youth Group 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING 

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
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Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia, Kim and Brian Kinnaird 
 

Liturgist: Soren Miller  
 

Ushers: Paul & Marcia Akin  
 

Deacon Greeter: Cythnia Chou 
 

Communion Servers: Cynthia Chou, Lara Marsh, Amy 

Siedel, Nancy Gardner, Sue Van Duyn 
 

Elder: Lara Marsh  
 

Fellowship: John & Rhonda Barr  

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 


