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Sundays 
 

Nursery Care  915 a.m. 
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship time following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

5 and under. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  September 6, 2026 

 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

 
Prelude  Pavane Eric Thiman 

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 731 Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm 

 

Call to Confession   

If we say there is no sin in us, we let it control us. Come, let us freely 

confess our sins before God and neighbor. 
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 

thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 

we have left undone. We have forgotten your mercy, and closed our 

hearts to your justice. We have not had the faith to know that we could 

change the world and ourselves, and so have let our hearts close to the 

possibilities that you show us. With our repentance, we open ourselves 

to the transformations of your holy spirit. Amen. 
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Hear the Good News. Christ sees infinite possibilities for us, and forgives 

us all to find them. Amen.  
 

Confessional Response Nothing Can Ever  
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The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 

Sung Prayer for Illumination (Tune: 357) 
 

We pray to you O Spi-i-rit to make the Word come clear, 

That wisdom deep with-i-in-it might save us all from fear. 
 

The First Lesson Psalm 149 ©Order of St. Helena 
 

Alleluia! Sing to God a new song; sing praise in the congregation of the 

faithful. 

Let the people of Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the children of Zion 

be joyful in their Monarch. 

Let them praise God’s Name in the dance; let them sing praise with timbrel 

and harp. 

For God takes pleasure in the people and adorns the poor with victory. 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; let them be joyful on their beds. 

Let the praises of God be in their throat and a two-edged sword in 

their hand, 

To wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples; 

To bind their rulers in chains and their nobles with links of iron; 

To inflict on them the judgment decreed; this is glory for all God’s faithful 

people. Alleluia 
 

Congregational Sung Response (Tune: 357) 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we all 

sing our response. 
 

We thank you God for Wis-dom re-vealed for all to hear, 

Now also bless these chil-dren who come with wil-ling ear. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

The Second Lesson Exodus 12:1-14   Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.54  
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 356 Sing Praise to God, Whose Mighty Acts  
 

Message  “Strange Mercies”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  On Jordan's Stormy's Banks arr. Helvey 
 

Preparation for Prayer 205 (2x) Ubi Caritas 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

U-bi car-i-tas et a – mor, u-bi car-i-tas De-us i—bi est.  
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nothing can ever © 2007, 2011 Les 
Presses de Taizé admin GIA. Ubi caritas 
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé admin GIA  
Doxology text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg 
Reprinted and/or streamed with 
OneLicense.net license A-703444.  
Prayer of illumination copyleft Nathan 
Willard cc-by-sa 4.0  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 

Moment for Mission 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 
 

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 632 People of the Lord  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Postlude Alla Marcia Eric Thiman 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia  
  

Liturgist: David Parrott 
  

Ushers: John Barr 
  

Deacon Greeter: Kennerly Family 
 

Elder: Deb Boland 
 

Fellowship: - 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 

Blood Pressure Checks TODAY after 

worship in Coover Lounge. 

FPC Men’s Group will resume on Wednesday, September 9 

at 7am via Zoom. Contact John Barr for link. 

Wired Word will resume meeting in Coover on 

Sunday, September 13. 

Questions? Contact John Clark or Rick Boland. 

The church offices will be closed 

tomorrow, Monday, September 7  

in observance of Labor Day. 

mailto:barrjohno@sau.edu?subject=&body=
mailto:clark.iowa@gmail.com?subject=&body=
mailto:bolandrd2@gmail.com?subject=&body=
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 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
  
MANAGER OF FINANCE  
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Sunday, Sept. 6 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am NO Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

11:30 am Blood Pressure checks, Coover 

5 pm NO Youth Group  
 

Monday, Sept. 7 Labor Day  

Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 

1 pm Sewing for a Cause, Beach Room 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

7 pm Deacons, Coover 

7 pm Endowment, Zoom 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 

7 am FPC Men’s Group, Zoom 

12 pm Finance, Coover 

7pm Sanctuary Choir, Choir room 
 

Thursday, Sept. 10 

9 am Commission on Ministry & Vitality, Coover 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 
 

Sunday, Sept.13 

8:15 am JuBELLation, Choir Rm 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am Wired Word 

9:45 am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

5 pm Senior High Youth Group  

7 pm Scout Adventure Meeting, Ryerson 
 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Stop by the table outside Ryerson Hall to sign up for: 

The EAT OUT GROUP on September 17 at Copper Boar in North Liberty. 

HOUSES INTO HOMES workday on October 17 from 9 am - 1 pm. 

The BIRD HOUSE cleanup day on October 25 from 1-3 pm. 

FELLOWSHIP time serving opportunities. 
 

You can also pick up a copy of the Congregational Health Ministries topic of the month. 


