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Sundays 
 

Nursery Care  9:15 a.m. 
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship time following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

5 and under. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  September 13, 2026 

 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Prelude  Dolcezza from Three Quiet Pieces Percy Whitlock 

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 342 Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor 
 

Call to Confession   

The path to spiritual freedom is always in front of us. Come, confess, and 

build a bridge to it. 
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 

thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 

we have left undone. We have turned away from you when you called 

us to new life. We have not followed where Jesus led us, but convinced 

ourselves that we did not need that change that he offered us. We have 

closed our ears to the stories of your people, and not seen the ways that 

their journeys could inform our lives. For these and all our sins, we 

confess and humbly repent.  
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Hear the Good News. God has always come to help God’s people. In 

Christ’s forgiveness, find what you need to let that help free you. Amen.  
 

Confessional Response Nothing Can Ever  
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The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 
 

Sung Prayer for Illumination (Tune: 357) 
 

We pray to you O Spi-i-rit to make the Word come clear, 

That wisdom deep with-i-in-it might save us all from fear. 
 

The First Lesson Exodus 14:19-31 Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.57 
 
 

Congregational Sung Response (Tune: 357) 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we all 

sing our response. 
 

We thank you God for Wis-dom re-vealed for all to hear, 

Now also bless these chil-dren who come with wil-ling ear. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

The Second Lesson Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21  Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.57 
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 344 Where Armies Scourge the Countryside  
 

Message  “Muddy Waters”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter 
 

Preparation for Prayer 205 (2x) Ubi Caritas 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

U-bi car-i-tas et a – mor, u-bi car-i-tas De-us i—bi est.  
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Moment for Mission  David Van Dusseldorp 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 
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Nothing can ever © 2007, 2011 Les 
Presses de Taizé admin GIA. Ubi caritas 
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé admin GIA  
Doxology text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg 
Reprinted and/or streamed with 
OneLicense.net license A-703444.  
Prayer of illumination copyleft Nathan 
Willard cc-by-sa 4.0  

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 341 O God, Show Mercy to Us  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Voluntary on THAXTED arr. Uppercue 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia, Will Fecko, 

Sanctuary Choir  
 

Liturgist: Ann Burton 
  

Ushers: Gerry Lowery 
  

Deacon Greeter: Janet Williams 
 

Elder: Kim Kinnard 
  

Fellowship: Jane Cranston &  

Jeanie Wade-Nagle 

Sunday, Sept. 13 

8:15 am JuBELLation, Choir Rm 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am Wired Word 

9:45 am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

5 pm Senior High Youth Group, off site  

7 pm Scout Adventure Meeting, Ryerson 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class 2, Pastors Place 

7 pm Session, Coover 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 16 

7 am FPC Men’s Group, Zoom 

10 am Martha’s Circle, Ryerson 

6 pm Compeer, Coover 

7pm Sanctuary Choir, Choir room 

 

Thursday, Sept. 17 

10 am Free Lunch Program, off site 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

6 pm Eat Out Group, off site 

 

Saturday, Sept. 19 

9 am Needles, Hooks and Yarn, off site 

12 pm Compeer Event, Ryerson 

Sunday, Sept. 20 

8:15 am JuBELLation, Choir Rm 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am Wired Word 

9:45 am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

5 pm Senior High Youth Group, Youth Rm 
 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Tammy Schroeder will be out 

of the office September14 -18. 

Extra pledge cards and booklets are 

available on the Narthex table. 
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 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

  

MANAGER OF FINANCE  
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Congregational Health Ministry has purchased two 

LifeVac (anti-choking devices) as recommended by the 

Safety Committee. They are in bright yellow pouches 

and are located in the kitchen near the fire extinguisher 

and on the lower level near the water fountain. 

PLEASE NOTE: our devices are intended for children 

over one year old. 
 

Use QR code for instructions  

and to learn more. 

 

 

 

 

Or visit lifevac.net/pages/lifevac-training 

Calling all women of the church: Martha’s Circle will be 

meeting Wednesday, September 16 at 10 am in Ryerson Hall. 

Contact Rebecca Stockman at 319-400-7070 for more info.  

It’s official! 

The Cookie Walk will be held on Saturday, 

December 12, from 9 am-12 pm. 

Questions? Deb Boland 319-325-6039. 

Pray for no ice storms or blizzard winds. 

**October is full of Fall activities** 

October 4 JuBELLation will be ringing the month in during worship. 

                   PC(USA) World Communion offering be received, as we celebrate the Lord’s feast.  

October 10 Team FPC will be Walking to End Alzheimer’s opening ceremonies begin at 9 am at Big Grove 

October 17 We will be at Houses into Homes from 9 am – 1pm 

October 24 Iowa Brass will be in concert at 7 pm, followed by an Ice Cream Social. 

October 25 Fall clean up at the Bird House from 1-3 pm. Lunch will be provided beforehand. 

Senior High Youth Group will 

meet TONIGHT at 5 pm at the 

Iowa City Public Library for the 

annual scavenger hunt. 

Thank you to everyone who 

filled the open Fellowship times 

for September and October! 


