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Sundays 
 

Nursery Care  9:15 a.m. 
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship time following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders for 

young readers to help them in 

their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

5 and under. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 

All. Non-bold lines are spoken 

or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  September 27, 2026 

 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

Prelude  Sonata for Organ No. 3, II. Adagio molto Alexandre Guilmant 
 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Gathering Hymn 612  We Praise You, O God 

 

Call to Confession   

Siblings in Christ, in the words of the psalmist, let us ask for the 

forgiveness we need.  
 

Prayer of Communal Confession 
Merciful God, we know that you love us and that you call us to fullness 

of life, but around us and within us we see the brokenness of the world 

and of our ways. Our successes leave us empty; our progress does not 

satisfy. Our prosperous land is not the promised land of our longing. 

Forgive our willful neglect of your word, our insensitivity to the needs 

of others, and our failure to feed the spirit that is within us. Amen.   
 

Time of Individual Confession 
  

Words of Assurance 
Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and has promised to bring 

you to everlasting life. 

Amen. Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and has promised 

to bring you to everlasting life.  
 

Confessional Response Nothing Can Ever  
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Anthem Text 
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee 
face to face; 
here would we touch and 
handle things unseen; 
here grasp with firmer hand 
eternal grace 
and all my weariness upon 
Thee lean. 
 

Here would I feed upon the 
bread of God, 
here drink with Thee the 
royal wine of heav'n; 
here would I lay aside each 
earthly load, 
here taste afresh the calm of 
sin forgiv'n. 
 

This is the hour of banquet 
and of song; 
this is the heav'nly table 
spread for me; 
here let me feast, and 
feasting, still prolong 
the brief, bright hour of 
fellowship with Thee.  
 

Amen. 

The Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 

The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 
 

Sung Prayer for Illumination (Tune: 357) 
 

We pray to you O Spi-i-rit to make the Word come clear, 

That wisdom deep with-i-in-it might save us all from fear. 
 

The First Lesson Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 ©Order of St. Helena 

Hear my teaching, O my people; incline your ears to the words of my 

mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the mysteries of 

ancient times. 

That which we have heard and known, and what our forebears have told us, 

we will not hide from their children. 

We will recount to generations to come your praiseworthy deeds and 

your power, O God, and the wonderful works you have done. 

You worked marvels in the sight of their forebears, in the land of Egypt, in 

the field of Zoan. 

You split open the sea and let them pass through; you made the waters 

stand up like walls. 

You led them with a cloud by day, and all the night through with a glow of 

fire. 

You split the hard rocks in the wilderness and gave them drink as from 

the great deep. 

You brought streams out of the cliff, and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 

Congregational Sung Response (Tune: 357) 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we all 

sing our response. 
 

We thank you God for Wis-dom re-vealed for all to hear, 

Now also bless these chil-dren who come with wil-ling ear. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

The Second Lesson Exodus 17:1-7   Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.59  
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 53 O God, Who Gives Us Life  
 

Message  “Water from a Stone  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  Here, O My Lord Eleanor Daley 
 

Preparation for Prayer 205 (2x) Ubi Caritas 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

U-bi car-i-tas et a – mor, u-bi car-i-tas De-us i—bi est.  
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 

your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  
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Confession Liturgy from the United 
Church of Christ Book of Worship. 
Nothing can ever © 2007, 2011 Les 
Presses de Taizé admin GIA. Ubi caritas 
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé admin GIA 
Doxology text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg 
Reprinted and/or streamed with 
OneLicense.net license A-703444.  
Prayer of illumination copyleft Nathan 
Willard cc-by-sa 4.0  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Moment for Mission 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 

First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 

Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 

at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 

the church on your way in or out of the church.  
  

 Doxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 

Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 

Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 
 

Commissioning 
 

Sending Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Procession in C Hal Hopson 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia, Will Fecko, 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

Liturgist: Janet Williams 
  

Ushers: Steve Spangler 
  

Deacon Greeter: Annie Westfall 
 

Elder: Nancy Ross 
  

Fellowship: Mary Linn 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 

Immigrant Groups in the U.S. class 

Next Sunday, October 4 from 9:30-10:15 in room 14; lower level  

(elevator located near nametags).  
 

This 5-week class covers the largest Hispanic immigrant groups in the 

United States, looking at historical and social circumstances.  

For more information contact Annie Westfall at rwestfa@yahoo.com. 

Stop by Ryerson Hall TODAY to support Team FPC as they 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s on October 10. 

Sign up to walk or donate to help us reach our goal of $2000. 

After Hours Building Access 

The doors to the church will be locked after 5 pm.  

If you need a key see Tammy Schroeder. 
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 Donation can be left in Ryerson Hall 
 

 

Sunday, Sept. 27 

8:15 am JuBELLation, Choir Rm 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am Wired Word 

9:45 am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

5 pm Senior High Youth Group  
 

Tuesday, Sept. 29 

11:30 am FPC Book Club, Rm 14 

4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 

5 pm Citizenship class 2, Pastors Place 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 30 

7 am FPC Men’s Group, Zoom 

7pm Sanctuary Choir, Choir room 
 

Thursday, Oct. 1 

5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 
 

Sunday, Oct. 4  World Communion 

8:15 am JuBELLation, Choir Rm 

9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 

9:30 am Sunday School 

9:30 am Wired Word 

9:30 am US Immigrant Class, rm 14 

9:45 am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 am Worship with Communion 

11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 

1:30 am Blood Pressure Screening, Coover 

5 pm Senior High Youth Group  
 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE  
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Next Sunday we celebrate World Communion 

and receive the  

PC(USA) World Communion offering 


