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Dr. Majid Abel, Visiting FPC from Lahore, Pakistan,
January 16-20

We were excited to have the Reverend Dr. Majid Abel,
pastor since 2002 of the Naulakha Presbyterian Church
(NPC) in Lahore, Pakistan, visiting First Church on
January 16-20, to establish a sister church relationship.
NPC, with a vision for a “witness beyond its walls,” is
one of the most significant Christian churches in a
troubled Pakistan and is recognized as a center of faith
life in that major city. Dr. Abel is also the vice-president
of the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan, which
oversees the Presbyterian Girls Boarding School in
Pasrur that First Church has been associated with for a
number of years.
Pastor Abel has a bachelor’s degree from the University
of Punjab, a M.Div. from Gujranwala Theological
Seminary, and a Master of Theology and D.Min. from
Louisville Seminary. His wife, Hina, a graduate of
Bellarmine University, Louisville, is the daughter of the

director of Memorial Christian Hospital in Sialkot. Their
two children are son Obed and daughter Sofia.
During his trip to Pakistan in 2013, Pastor Sam preached
at NPC, as did former pastor Ed Morgan in November
2014. This fall, our Mission Council facilitated
disbursement of $3,000 to assist with replacement of
the NPC manse roof destroyed by late summer
monsoons.
We trust that FPC members will be interested in
clarifying expectations of a two-way “sister church”
relationship with NPC, including learning about key
social justice issues and educational/exchange
opportunities. Although Dr. Abel preached at First
Church on Sunday, January 18, and conducted an
informational session in Coover Lounge after the second
worship service. A light lunch was served.
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you! And Happy New Year!
During the past six years the scripture lessons around which worship has been built
have been derived from the Revised Common Lectionary. For each day over a threeyear period (labelled as years A, B, and C), selected Scripture lessons are suggested
for devotional readings and worship. In year 4, the lessons of year A repeat
themselves. The Roman Catholics use a very similar set of Scriptures: one from the
Psalms, one from the other Hebrew Scriptures, one from the Gospels, and one from
the other Christian Scriptures. Lectionaries go back at least 2,200 years, and they are
designed both to inspire preachers with ideas and to encourage them to broaden
their selection of preaching texts beyond personal taste.
An alternative to the Revised Common Lectionary is the Narrative Lectionary. Rather than skipping through
books of the Bible in order to highlight themes, as does the Revised Common Lectionary, the Narrative
Lectionary moves more carefully through books of the Bible and shares the important stories that have
powerfully shaped the faith community for millennia. Often these stories are told in church school to children
and get passed over when it comes to the adults. Yet increasingly the church universal has come to understand
that spiritual formation for God’s children of all ages occurs when Christians recognize that their own stories
are echoes of Biblical stories, and they see God’s life – expressed in Biblical stories — being realized in their
lives.
The Narrative Lectionary lends itself to this type of spiritual formation. It also honors the A in REALM, which
emphasizes paying attention foremost to our personal stories, to each other’s stories, and to God’s story as
the first step toward creating right relationships. It is the Narrative Lectionary that we intend to use in 2015.
Please note also that on Sunday, January 18, at 9:15 a.m. in Coover Lounge, George Minot, assisted by Andreas
Soemadi and Moses Kasiriba, began leading a Bible study class focused on the texts from the Narrative
Lectionary. This is the launch for an exciting new educational event at First Presbyterian Church.
We began with the gospel of Matthew in worship on January 4, and we are also sharing readings from Isaiah
and 1st Corinthians each Sunday. Liturgy will be built around these texts. We are trusting that God’s Spirit will
intertwine these Scriptures with our congregation and its members so that we might all glorify God and live in
Jesus’ love in Iowa City and throughout the world.
With love, your pastor,
Sam Massey

Any time that the Iowa City Community School District delays or cancels
school and events due to weather, the church office will also be closed and
any scheduled activities cancelled. When possible, we will advise you of
cancellations by email and/or by changing the church’s outgoing voice mail
message. In addition, cancellations of church activities will be posted on our
website www.firstpresiowacity.org, and will be posted on KCRG-TV and
KCRG.com.
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From the Endowment and Memorial Committee
Connie Richardson
The Endowment and Memorial Committee is
pleased to invite proposals for Endowment
Funding for 2015. For full consideration, please
request a grant request form from Connie
Richardson at connie22richardson@yahoo.com
and return the completed form by email by
February 3. The Endowment and Memorial
Committee will meet on February 10 to review
the proposals, but PLEASE do not wait past
February 3 to submit your request.

Statement of purpose. The members of First Presbyterian
Church honor the gifts and bequests of those who have
gone before us by dedicating the spirit and income of the
endowment to the mission and needs of our church, our
community, and our world.

If you have questions, please contact Connie
Richardson, Tom Martin, Bob Youngquist, Jan
Wicks, Millie Youngquist, or Kevin Keith.

within our local church and congregation, including the
maintenance, repair, renovation, and new construction of
facilities; and the acquisition of special equipment and
supplies;

Guidelines, excerpted from the endowment
governing documents, are below:
Who may request funding. The Session; the
councils of the church; a special church
committee or task force; ministerial or
professional staff members; or a group, agency
or charity not affiliated with the church, if
sponsored by any of the above.

Goals. Distributions from the endowment shall be used to
advance the presence and mission of the church in the lives
of people locally, nationally, and globally. To that end,
distributions shall be designated for major, long-term,
recurring and/or special projects and ministries:

within our local and regional community, including support
for the victims of natural disasters, relief for the poor and
destitute, and assistance to ecumenical needs and projects;
and within the global community, with special emphasis on
responding to poverty, neglect, abuse, homelessness,
illness, malnutrition, exploitation, and crime; education,
including Christian education; recognizing and nurturing
gifts and attributes; and nurturing the faith.

From the Deacon’s Bench
The Board of Deacons would like to remind FPC members of our hospital
visitation team. We are happy to visit you should you or a family member
require hospitalization. Mercy Hospital is able to identify FPC members
hospitalized through their assessment process during admission. UIHC
identifies Presbyterian members but does not designate specific church
affiliation. There are of course HIPPA privacy regulations as well. It can
sometimes be a tricky process. The Deacons are also very committed to protecting privacy. Everyone has their
own way of dealing with illness and hospitalizations, and personal preferences are key to that healing process.
Should you become hospitalized or anticipate hospitalization AND would like to be visited by the Deacons and/
or staff, you can help us by notifying the office. You might also let your family members know your wishes.
Should you prefer no visits, that will be respected as well. Just let us know!
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Session Highlights from December 17, 2013

~by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session

leaders with the creation of a written plan that entails:

The Session met on December 16, 2014
in Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor
Sam called the meeting to order and lit
the Christ candle. Amy Fletcher offered
devotions and led us in prayer.
The baptisms of Chen Huang and
Rebeccah Nyangufi on November 23,
2014 were noted. Oncoming elders in
attendance—Dale Kraus, Richard Van
Rheeden, and Vern Dengler—introduced
themselves as did all elders present. A
motion was approved to install new
elders and deacons on January 11, 2015
or as soon as possible thereafter.
The financial report, prepared by Larry
Bruner, was received.
Carol Ulch, representing the REALM
Planning Ministry, spoke as an
experienced planner on the goal of how
to assist with the creation of a
congregational plan to be implemented
over the next few years that touches on
all areas of church life and is based on
the REALM principles that are already
approved by Session and being
implemented in some ministries. Pastor
Sam mentioned his awareness that some
have had bad experiences with
consultants, and he has had his share.
Yet he also has had very positive
experiences, and he believes our
congregation is in a period where a
positive consultation can be helpful. This
consultant will be called to empower the
collection and organization of
community (regional mostly) and
congregational information; assist with
congregational conversations for the
sake of priority setting; and assist lay

1. addressing high priority community needs for which the
church can provide unique leadership in the empowerment of
people;
2. missions and ministries the congregation can create or help to
create to respond positively to those needs;
3. specify human, building and financial resources that will need
to be collected (from us, other congregations, or the broader
community) to support the mission and ministries identified;
4. lay out a timeline and assigned responsibilities for
implementation.
Maggie Mowery gave her professional input concerning Tim McCoy,
the recommended consultant who was unable to attend the meeting
due to illness. Session approved the concept of creating a 3–5 year
strategic long-range plan, and approved a motion exploring a
contract with Tim McCoy not to exceed total cost of $16,000 with
details to be presented to Session for approval at the January 2015
meeting.
Elder Connie Richardson briefly reviewed the draft 2015 budget.
Three motions from Administration and Personnel were presented.
Session approved a motion setting the Pastor’s salary and benefits
for the 2015 budget year to a level such that the overall cost to the
church is increased by 2%. Session also approved an increase in
salary of all other staff positions (including newly hired and interim
positions) by 2% for the 2015 budget year, and approved naming Jim
Cochrane as Director of CE and Amanda Edwards as Youth Ministry
Assistant, making them regular employees of FPC.
Judy Whitford and Richard Van Rheeden (pending review by
Presbytery stated clerk) were approved as FPC commissioners to
Presbytery.
The 2015 communion schedule, presented by Worship and
Celebration, was approved.
Pastor Sam offered gifts and words of gratitude for our departing
elders, Meg Ketterer, Chad Greimann, Dan Katalinich, Ron
Mildenstein, Judy Whitford, and Tom Martin.

It’s a new year!
More new faces will be seen at FPC in 2015.
Will you extend a friendly welcome?
It’s simple: Smile. Introduce yourself.
Offer guests a welcome gift bag (these bags are
located in the basket on the narthex’s Welcome Desk.)

Thank you from the Outreach Committee!
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First’s Family
If you have a news item for the First’s Family, please submit it for publication by
February 2 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

January 15-31
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/16
1/20
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/26

Richard Gier
Jean James
Kip Neubauer
Crystal Youngs
Mary Linn
Vivian Adams
Mike Farran
Deb Minot
Mary Roberts
Keith Brown
Helen Chadima
Jim Bradley

1/26
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/30
1/31
1/31
1/31
1/31
1/31
1/31

February 1-16

David Carlson
Jackie Finn
Michelle Bessman
Kathy Maxey
Logan Schroeder
Dwight Shaffer
Evelyn Greimann
Roslyn Cargill
Chris Greimann
Ann Grosscup
Carol Macon
Betty McNeal
Herb Wilson

2/1
2/1
2/3
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/7
2/8
2/8
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/14
2/14

Steve Schomberg
Ginger Troughton
Diana Evers
Craig Frey
Pam Ehrhardt
Tina Stoltz
Kristin Summerwill
Wayne Goode
Ella Lowry
Tammy Schroeder
Cherry Sparks
Daissy Owen
Alexandra Marsh
Linda Morris

Ed Cranston, Dale Sheets, Brian Kleis, Paul LaFauce,
Lee Van Vorhis, Wanda Martin, Duane Thompson,
Mary Ann Pedde and Jack Newman

Dear First Presbyterian Friends,
Your outpouring of cards and emails expressing your
care and concern for my family and myself after the
death of my brother have been so very appreciated. I
know that your prayers and loving thoughts have
sustained us in this difficult time and I thank you
sincerely.
Love in the name of our Lord,
Pastor Patte Henderson
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~by Darlene Bergman
Director of Music and Liturgical Arts

A New Year: Introducing the Narrative what?
A New Year: that time once again for selfreflection, reassessment, and discernment about
what God might be calling us to in the new year.
Late last spring, as Sam and I contemplated the
big picture of worship for the 2014–2015 year,
we felt God calling us to use the Narrative
Lectionary (NL) as our base. What? A New
Year’s resolution made in May? Crazy stuff! I
must admit that, at the outset of our
conversation, I was conflicted about using this
tool, rather than the “comfortable” Revised
Common Lectionary (RCL). On one hand, I was
excited about a new creative challenge and the
possibilities it offers for re-energizing our
worship planning collaboration and the worship
life of our congregation. On the other hand, I
gave a sigh and thought, this will be a whole lot
more work. The more we wrestled with the
prospect and prayed about it, however, the
more we both felt called to begin using this new
story-based approach.

The Plus Side+
For me, the NL seems a good compromise and
worth the effort. The biblical story itself provides
a thematic structure that can tie worship
together week to week. When we dip in and out
of the scriptures—the prophets one week, a
parable the next—as the RCL does, it’s
sometimes hard to keep track of where a passage
fits into the “big picture.” This new approach
gives us a chance to put these stories into
context, in a more or less orderly fashion,
thereby grasping the breadth of God’s Word
from start to finish. It offers us an opportunity to
witness the pattern of our individual stories
inside of “The Story.”
Another positive that may at first blush seem
negative, is that this approach doesn’t let us off
the hook with the touchy Biblical passages we
tend to ignore. The RCL always gave us the
option of choosing another (safer) passage, but
the NL forces us to focus even on those “icky,
ugly” stories. Our Bible is filled with flawed and,
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well, very human people. And yet—and this is the theme you
can’t ignore when you work through these stories in order—
God never lets us down. God’s covenant is renewed over and
over again, and continues to be renewed in our lives.
These are our stories—the good, the bad and the ugly—and
as Sam and I have delved into this new challenge, we’re
reminded again that the story isn’t over yet. God’s work in
the world didn’t end when the canon was closed. The stories
we’re living, our lives now, are part of that narrative that
began generations ago. We find our story in God’s Story.
The Minus Side—
I have shelves full of music and liturgy resources based on
the RCL. I have not one resource for the NL and besides that
every resource that I can uncover online (and there are
many) are designed for pastors and preaching. So,
intellectually and spiritually, I’m totally on board with this.
But when I envision the practical realities of putting it into
place, I realize that I am embarking on a whole new way of
approaching worship planning. Yes, it’s fresh and exciting,
but as I embark on this daunting task, it occurs to me that
perhaps I should ask for help. And in contemplating who to
ask, I realize that I have a whole congregational resource at
the ready. There are many gifted writers and musicians in
our midst, so that’s where I am turning: to you!
The NL Plunge Challenge =
I invite anyone who is interested in participating in a worship
planning/lectionary writing team experiment to contact me.
We would come together and read the texts for each week,
and converse about the texts and their meaning in the
context of our personal stories. Then, according to each
participant’s gifts, we would divide up and write liturgy and/
or prayers, while others might write or choose hymns,
psalms and songs that could unpack and enhance these
texts. We’ll try this for a few months and see where it leads
us. I will be there to mentor and offer guidance and support.
If this sounds interesting and you feel God nudging you
toward making this “scary” unknown journey with me,
contact me at darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or at
319-351-2660. I look forward to hearing from you.

First Presbyterian Church

Soli Deo gloria!

January 15—February 16, 2015

The Food Bank Needs Your Help
The Crisis Center of Johnson County is currently experiencing a marked shortage of food supplies due to
increased demand and decreased donations. Needed food items include: canned fruit & 100 percent fruit juice;
peanut butter; pasta and rice; canned meat/hearty canned soups & stews; & canned vegetables. In addition,
there is always a need for: toilet paper; baby formula & diapers; laundry detergent; and monetary donations.
Center donations can be dropped off at 1121 S Gilbert Ct, Iowa City, during the
following hours:
Monday 12:00–4:30 p.m.
Tuesday 12:00–7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 12:00–4:30 p.m.
Thursday 9:30 am–4:30 p.m.
Friday 12:00–4:30 p.m.
Additional questions? Call 319-351-

From the "Common Fund of Last Resort" to CRC Faith Communities
In this holiday season of plenty and thankfulness, please take time to support the Common Fund. So often, this
small amount of help can keep a family in their home! This is truly a way to invest in people right here in our
community. Recently, without financial assistance from the Common Fund:
*

A single mother of three who had to take an unpaid medical leave from work could have had her water
shut off...

*

A single woman who lost her roommate and her employment could have lost her housing...

*

A single father of one who was hospitalized could have had his water shut off...

Contributions may be made payable to FPC (Common Fund in the memo line), or checks may be written directly
to CRC with Common Fund on the memo line and sent to: CRC, PO Box 3025, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240.
Thank you for prayerfully considering this worthy cause in our community.

A Moment in History—175 Years
By Dwight M. Miller
th

The turn of the 20 century marked an important development in the theological
life of the Presbyterian Church. The Westminster Confession of Faith, amounting to
some 40 pages of text, covered all phases of Christian life as defined first by the
Church of England and subsequently, in 1647, by the Scottish General Assembly.
Some of the requirements proved difficult for early 20th–century Presbyterians to
the point that numbers of prospective members felt unable to subscribe to all of the
qualifications set forth in the Confession. This prompted a First Presbyterian Church
“sense of the Session” substituting a brief working creed that was easily understood and in harmony with the
beliefs held by present-day Christians. Delegates to Presbytery were instructed to ask that an overture reflecting
these changes be made to the General Assembly. There apparently was no abrupt change, but over a period of
a few years those seeking church membership here and elsewhere were required only to “give credible
evidence of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ’; public assent to an extended creed was no longer required by
Presbyterian law.
As a matter of record, the elders rarely examined the private lives of members. In earlier times, one person
charged with immoral conduct was publicly dismissed in accordance with the Book of Discipline. Two members
who failed to support the church by neglecting to pay their pew rent were confronted by a Session committee.
Those charges however, paled in comparison with the charge of excommunication brought in the late 1960s
against two members of this congregation. That subject will be explored in greater detail in a later newsletter.
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Equipping Ministry
Christian Education Corner
Jim Cochrane, Interim Director of Christian Education

EXTRA, EXTRA! New Classes for 2015!
With a new year comes new opportunities, whether
you want to lose that pesky 10 pounds, stop drinking
so much coffee, or even get more involved in
activities. As you look for new chances to explore
what’s around you, you’re encouraged to examine
the new classes being offered at FPC!

Sunday Morning Bible Study
A new year means that it’s time to look at
everything a new way, including the Bible. We have
switched from the Revised Common Lectionary to
the Narrative Lectionary on Sunday mornings, and as
part of this change a new Bible study group will be
meeting. George Minot will be leading this new Bible
study, which meets in Coover Lounge on Sundays
from 9:15–10:15. With the help of Andreas Soemadi
and Moses Kasiriba, this class will surely lead to a
better understanding of the Bible.

Weeknight Young Adult Bible Study
As an attempt to reach out to our broader Iowa City
community, George Minot will also be leading a Young
Adult Bible Study. This group will spend time examining
biblical texts through the lens of a young adult, while
engaging in fellowship and community building. They will
begin meeting on January 26th, and will meet every
Monday night from 7:00-8:00 pm at The Java House in
downtown Iowa City.

New Family Ministry Programs
We are excited to announce the creation of multiple new
programs designed for families, especially those with
younger children. Through the discussion groups and
fellowship communities formed by the new programs,
people will find more support at FPC than ever before. You
are encouraged to look at the Family Fellowship Sunday
program in the upcoming page to see what lies ahead for
our church community!

IT’S MISSION TRIP TIME!
Even though it’s the middle of winter right now, it’s time to start thinking about summer mission trips! This
year, there will be two trips, one for The Rock, and one for The Edge. Below you will find information regarding
both trips. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact either Jim or Amanda.

THE ROCK

THE EDGE

Rather than travelling to Chicago during Holy Week,
the Rock will be heading to Burnhamwood
Appalachia Ministry (BAM) in Irvine, Kentucky. From
July 6–10, we will participate in a variety of service
projects in the Irvine community which will connect
us with people experiencing extreme poverty, while
staying in a mountain lodge every night and enjoying
the camp setting. The cost of the trip is $220, to be
offset with fundraising and available scholarships. To
reserve your spot, talk to Amanda ASAP and submit a
$50 non-refundable deposit.

This year, The Edge will be following the Mighty
Mississippi River all the way to New Orleans, Louisiana!
From July 18–26 we will work with Project
Homecoming and work on reconstructing houses and
creating hope for families following Hurricane Katrina
in 2005. We will be trained in basic construction and
get our hands dirty literally putting homes together.
While the final cost of the trip is still being negotiated,
one can expect to pay $300 for the week. A $50 nonrefundable deposit will be due January 25, and
scholarships will be available.
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Equipping Ministry
Children & Youth at FPC!
Children are the lifeblood of every congregation, and that is no different at FPC! For that reason, we encourage
children to join us in worship, and invite them to enjoy the worship activity bags found on the coat tree just
outside the sanctuary doors. Because of their importance in worship, we even devote a portion of the service
to them! Children are encouraged to participate in the Time with Children each week during the service.
For the smallest of us, our Nursery is provided for children 5 and under. The nursery is located on the lower
level of the building and is available for use for Sunday morning worship, as well as during special worship
services and events throughout the year. Childcare for those too young for classes is provided during the
Sunday School hour. Our childcare staff, headed by Deb Torrens-Semler is dedicated to making our nursery a
safe and comfortable environment for all its guests.

Are you looking for ways to incorporate simple
faith practices into your family’s busy schedule?

Sunday School for
Children and Youth
9:15 a.m.–10:15 a.m.
Preschoolers (ages 2-4+): You may gather at the
Creation Station every Sunday morning. Our
time together begins with music with Darlene,
followed by a Bible story, related art activities
and games.
Children (grades K-5): You are invited to gather
at the FPSea! each Sunday. Children are divided
into groups by age; each group is led by a
“lifeguard,” a volunteer who will serve as a
guide.
In the January rotation, we took a look at Jesus’
Parable of the Sower. We talked about the
different obstacles the seeds faced and what it
means to be surrounded by “good soil.”

Visit Vibrant Faith at Home: www.vibrantfaithathome.org
It’s free to subscribe, and you’ll find simple, faithdeepening activities for families in every stage of life.
Whether a young couple, new kids, elementary children
or high schoolers, you will find a treasure trove of faithstrengthening activities and discussions that you can add
to your nightly routine. Build some faith-building activities
into your school year right from the start!

In February, we are taking a look at the story of
Jesus visiting the home of two sisters: Mary and
Martha.

Check out the
Christian Education Corner!

Middle School (grades 6-8): Middle school
students will meet in the “ROCK” room; the
Reform curriculum that is used empowers youth
to explore their faith by asking questions they
wonder about. This class is led by Jeremy and
Amy Fletcher.

If you haven’t already noticed, the Christian
Education board in Ryerson Fellowship Hall has
undergone a facelift! Make sure to swing by and
visit it whenever you have a chance. There you
will find information about all the happenings of
FPC’s education programs, Sunday School
rotation sign-up sheets and much more!

Senior High (grades 9-12): High schoolers gather
in the Youth Room. Youth come to discuss their
own life experiences and questions raised from
their experience in society. Discussion is aimed
at bridging those ideas with theological
concepts, which they can then apply to their
daily lives. Food is provided, and Jim Cochrane
leads discussion.
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Help Cook Dinner!
The Rock and The Edge are still looking for
volunteers to cook dinner for some Thursday
nights! It can be fresh or pre-made, and is a
great way to connect with our church’s youth!
If you’re interested, make sure to sign up on
the board in Ryerson Fellowship Hall!

First Presbyterian Church
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Equipping Ministry
More Activities for Children,Youth & Families!
The Way (3rd-5th grades)

The Edge (9-12 grades)

Mark your calendar to Get your Kix at The WAY in January!

Join us every Thursday night for an evening of dinner,
fellowship and conversation! We eat dinner together at 6:15
as a large group and engage in fellowship with one another
before breaking into age-divided groups for discussion,
games and hangout time until 7:30. Also, don’t forget to
“Like” us on Facebook!

What: Snack Crackle Pop Night
When: Thursday, January 22
Where: Youth Room
Time:

5:30-6:15 Cereal-ously Fun Games and Activities
6:15-6:45 Dinner (Ryerson Fellowship Hall)

Come for as much as you can—friends welcome! Please
bring a box or two of your favorite cereal to donate to
Operation Backpack.
Join us in February for a CHOCOLATE PARTY!
Dip, Dunk and Eat Your Way to The WAY
Who:
When:
Where:
Time:

3rd – 5th Graders
Thursday, February 12
Youth Room
5:30-6:15 Games and activites
6:15-6:45 Dinner (Ryerson Fellowship Hall)

You are welcome to stay for Junior Choir from 6:45 – 7:30.
Come for ads much as you can—friends are welcome!

The Rock (6th-8th grades)
Meets every Thursday night for dinner, fun, and fellowship.
Dinner is first at 6:15, followed by programming in The
Rock room until 7:30. Friends are welcome. In November
games, discussion, and activities highlighted Luke 5:1-11.
Discussion focused on leading and following and how these
roles play out at school, home, church, etc. In December,
discussion shifted to the idea of waiting and explored the
holy and secular aspects of Christmas. The prayer wall in
The Rock room is expanding, and participants are becoming
more confident praying together at the end of each
fellowship time. The summer trip to Appalachia was
confirmed, too. The Rock is excited to continue in 2015!
6th-8th Graders and Friends: It’s not too late to sign up for
the Appalachia Mission Trip to Camp Burnamwood in
Irvine, KY July 6-10!
For more information, contact Amanda Edwards at
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org.

For more information, contact Jim Cochrane at
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org

Families and Faith
Families and Faith is currently taking a hiatus until further
notice. For more information about what First Presbyterian
has to offer in terms of family ministry and fellowship, please
take a look at the Family Fellowship Sunday below, or contact
Jim at jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org.

Interfaithful Moms Gathering
Interfaithful Moms Gathering resumes on February 5. The
gathering connects diverse women of many faith and
religious backgrounds the first and third THURSDAYS of the
month from 9:30–11 am on the lower level. Gatherings
incorporate speakers, stories, discussions, and activities that
weave together themes of motherhood and faith. Moms
young and old are invited to experience the diverse
perspectives, compelling conversations, and transformative
relationships that make our world more peaceful. Quality
childcare is provided.
For more information, please contact Amanda Edwards at:
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org or visit
http://interfaithfulmoms.com.

Family Fellowship Sunday—February 15, 2015
Bring your family and join us for First Presbyterian’s first-ever
Family Fellowship Sunday! On February 15th we will be
having a round-table discussion from 9:15–10:15 in the
Families and Faith room to discuss family ministry: what it
looks like, where the church fits into the picture, and what
future programs you would like to see offered.
Then join us in the afternoon at the Coral Ridge Ice Arena at
the Coral Ridge Mall for an afternoon of ice-skating and
fellowship. From 1:00-3:00 we will be around to skate, pass
around hot chocolate and hold a 15-to 20-minute prayer
service.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jim at
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org or at 351-2660.
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Equipping Ministry
Opportunities for Ongoing Education
FPC Book Club!

Sunday Morning Bible Study

FPC Book Club will start up the spring
series on Jan. 28 in Ryerson Fellowship
Hall from 12:00 noon until 1:00 p.m.
The book for January is the 2014 One
Community, One Book “The Distance
Between Us: A Memoir” by Reyna Grande. It is the true
story about the author’s childhood move across the
border to the United States from Mexico as an
undocumented immigrant. Grande has won the
American Book Award and the International Latino Book
Award. Toni DeRyke will lead the discussion. Bring a
lunch or snack for yourself; a beverage will be provided.
If you have any questions, please call Jan Walker (3586737). New members are more than welcome!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join Sadie May with Pastor Sam in discussion and
reflection as we travel through the Bible. All are
welcome to Coover Lounge, 9:30—10:30 a.m. on
Wednesdays. We hope to see you there!

FPC Men’s Spiritual Formation Group
Come to the Ryerson Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at
7 a.m. No matter your age, these discussions about
living as a male Christian in modern society will help you
reexamine and strengthen your faith. The men meet
almost every Wednesday for breakfast and Bible Study,
led by John Barr and Tom Martin.

A new year means that it’s time to look at
everything a new way, including the Bible. We
have switched from the Revised Common
Lectionary to the Narrative Lectionary on Sunday
mornings, and as part of this change a new Bible
study group will be meeting. George Minot will be
leading this new Bible study, which meets in
Coover Lounge on Sundays from 9:15-10:15
beginning January 18. With the help of Andreas
Soemadi and Moses Kasiriba, this class will surely
lead to a better understanding of the Bible.

Weeknight Young Adult Bible Study
As an attempt to reach out to our broader Iowa
City community, George Minot will also be leading
a Young Adult Bible Study. This group will spend
time examining biblical texts through the lens of a
young adult, while engaging in fellowship and
community building. They will begin meeting on
January 26th, and will meet every Monday night
from 7:00-8:00 pm at The Java House in
downtown Iowa City. Come join us for fruitful
discussion and a nice cup of joe!
If you have any questions, please contact Jim at
the church at jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org
or at 351-2660.

SAVE THE DATE!
First Presbyterian Church
wants to include you in their
Vacation Bible School. Come
enjoy snacks, games, music,
crafts and more at VBS!
Dates: June 22-26
Time: 9:00 am—12:00 noon
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Have no fear – the next New Member
class will be held on Saturday,
March 28. For more information
contact Pastor Sam,
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org
or
Tammy Schroeder,
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
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Position Announcement
The Administration and Personnel Committee, with Session approval, is pleased to announce the church's plan to add
a Parish Nurse position to support the congregation's health ministry, wellness and pastoral care needs. This parttime role is being advertised through several sources and the hope is to fill it in the next 1–2 months. Please see the
attached announcement for more details about the position and desired qualifications. If you have any questions,
please contact Kevin Keith, Pastor Sam or Dan Thedens.
First Presbyterian Church of Iowa City, Iowa, is currently accepting applications for the position of Parish Nurse. First
Presbyterian strives to practice and reflect its mission of justice, mercy and faith within the congregation, the Iowa
City community and globally. This part-time role has three major components:



Responsible for working with church staff and volunteers to design, develop and implement a health
ministry of caring and education that will equip and empower persons to grow holistically into healthy
church and community participants.



Helps to organize and support the Pastor and other staff persons and volunteers in providing a program of
strong pastoral care to the congregations.



Provides personal health and wellness counsel and input to members of the congregation as well as nonmembers, including appropriate guidance for navigating the health care system and provider networks.

This position will require a workweek of 20-25 hours and will report to the Senior Pastor. Qualifications include:
1) Must have an active RN license in the state in which she/he practices
2) A baccalaureate degree in nursing with at least 2-5 years of nursing experience preferred.
3) Direct experience in community nursing is preferred.
4) Should have completed an educational course to prepare for this ministry or be ready and willing to do so.
5) Specialized knowledge of the spiritual beliefs and practices of the faith community preferred.
Salary will be commensurate with the individual’s experience and qualifications. The anticipated start date is in
February 2015. Questions may be directed to Kevin Keith at kevinskeith@gmail.com. Applicants are asked to send a
cover letter, resume, and a list of three work-related references to kevinskeith@gmail.com.

Chamber Singers Winter Concert
on Sunday, February 15
Everyone is invited to attend the Chamber Singers
Winter Concert, “Vignettes,” to be performed here
at First Presbyterian. We will explore how composers
from different lands and eras choose to musically
convey important ideas and concepts like the
seasons, day and night, freedom, love and faith. The
concert will be at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 15
and will be conducted by David Puderbaugh. Tickets
will be available from Toni DeRyke, or by ordering
from www.ICChamberSingers.org. Cost is $17 for
adults and $14 for seniors, with students admitted
free. Tickets will also be available at the door. Join us
for a delightful concert.

Page 12

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
During these cold months, in order
to help keep church heating costs
down, we will be meeting at
Carol’s.
Please call her at 351-3847 for
more information.
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT just
Circle Membership!
There are opportunities for every woman in the church to be
involved in some way.
See how our women are making a difference!

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER: The FPC annual packing of
meals for KAH was January 17. This project was very
successful … $4,000 worth of meals (16,000 meals)
were packed that morning. This was possible from
generous donations from Presbyterian Women and
Mission Team, and the hard work of nearly 60
volunteers of all ages. Check out the pictures in
Fellowship Hall.
COOKIE WALK AND BAZAAR: Thanks again for a
very successful Cookie Walk and Bazaar. It takes
MANY hand to succeed with a project of that size.
The money raised will be used for mission projects
chosen by PW….Kids Against Hunger being a major
one.
MISSION STARFISH HAITI: February 8 is a Sunday
morning you will not want to miss! One of the
exciting mission projects the women of our
Presbytery have chosen to support is Mission
Starfish Haiti. This project works to create affordable
and sustainable Christian schools for the children of
Haitii. Silentor Esthil-Henderson experienced first
hand the problems of the Haitian children and later
came to Iowa and attended school. He went back to
Haiti to become the creator and driving force behind
this initiative. Come Sunday February 8 to learn
much more about this effort and how easily we can
ALL make a HUGE difference.

CIRCLE MEETINGS:
 Eve Circle will meet February 3 at 7:00 p.m. in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Program Leader will be
Anita Burnett; devotions leader will be Jan
Wicks; and Mary Ellen Stamp will be our hostess.


Martha Circle will not meet until March 18 in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. This will
be the beginning of their new program year.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE COMING
ATTRACTIONS:
 The annual Book and Bake Sale will be the
morning of April 11.(Save Your Books!)


The annual Spring Lunch event will be at noon
on April 25 (Watch for details)



Churchwide Presbyterian Women Gathering in
Minneapolis. June 17 – 21

Keep your eye on the PW bulletin board
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall.
Lots of photos and articles about our activities are there!

Blood Drive on March 2
Can you donate blood?
Mississippi Valley Blood Bank personnel will be
here on Monday, March 2, from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Can you give an hour of your time to donate a unit
of blood?
Please sign up during February for one of the time
slots that is convenient for you.
A small sacrifice on your part may save a life. That
“saved life” may be one of your family or friends.
For questions, contact Toni DeRyke 338-7687 or
email tjderyke@q.com.

Page 13

First Presbyterian Church

January 15—February 16, 2015

News from the PEB Schools
Donation for the PEB
Multi–Purpose Building
The Burianek trust, with approval of the
Session of the First Presbyterian Church in
Iowa City, has donated $100,000 toward
the multi-purpose office building for PEB
(the Presbyterian Education Board) in
Lahore, Pakistan. We are extremely
grateful to Bob Woodburn as trustee
and to our Session for their generosity and
foresight, and to God for inspiring both Bob
and Session to act.
As you may remember, the PEB was
housed in a house over 100 years old, and
recently the ceiling collapsed, revealing
irreparable structural damage. PEB was
able to secure land and develop a plan for
a multi-purpose office building. This
building will house classrooms, meeting
rooms and accommodations for visitors to
PEB. It will be an enormous benefit to ALL of the PEB schools, the teachers, the students, the visitors and to the PEB staff.
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Merry Christmas Boarding
House Girls!
Friends of Pasrur donated money for
the boarding house girls to get
Christmas presents. The younger
girls all got a doll of some sort and
the older girls got a bangle. They also
received a special Christmas dinner.
Veeda has said they will send
pictures of the girls getting their
gifts.

Pasrur School Honored
It was quite a year for honors for our Pasrur students. The Christian Girls Higher Secondary School Pasrur was
awarded 10 laptop computers by the Chief Education Minister of the Punjab. This award was based on merit
and was a great honor.

Pasrur girls won the Science Trophy for the PEB. Kinnaird Academy had been the holder of this trophy for the
past three years. The contest had PhD judges from different renowned universities. One of the judges
commented, “In future we have the possibility of some more Noble Prizes in Science.”

Letter from Friends of Pasrur to First Presbyterian Church
December 16, 2014
First Presbyterian Church
Dear Friends,
Once again, you have shown your concern for
the wonderful resident students at Christian Girls’
High School, Pasrur, of the Presbyterian Education
Board in Pakistan…and you are sponsoring the girls
enrolled in higher secondary education as well. It is
very thoughtful of you to provide for Christmas
gifts for the girls, as well as ensuring that they
receive any necessary immunizations. Then there
are the furnishings for the new addition. You learn
of the needs, and then you find a way to provide the
resources to meet those needs. What a blessing to
these students!
PEB faces many challenges trying to provide
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for its students, many of whom would not be attending school
without the support of our generous partners like your
congregation. We appreciate all your fundraising efforts so that
you can provide continuous support to this school. Your gifts
allow PEB to focus on other schools that do not have a similar
level of support.
Additionally, we thank you for the donation toward the
new multi-purpose building at PEB Lahore. This building is
desperately needed due to safety concerns, and your donation
has greatly boosted our fundraising. Again, thank you for
responding to PEB’s urgent needs.
May you all be richly blessed for your concern and care
for PEB, and for the Pasrur girls in particular!
In gratitude,
Lynn Miller
Friends of PEB
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Public Office Hours:

First Presbyterian Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m.
and are directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a
day for shared food, fellowship, and team building, so the actual time
varies according to the needs of the church. At other times we may be on
another line or in another part of the building addressing a ministry need.
We will return your call!
And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an
answer to prayer.

We’re on
Facebook!

First Presbyterian Church Staff
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC &
LITURGICAL ARTS
Darlene Bergman
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ORGANIST
Pablo Gorin
pablo.gorin@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT ORGANIST
HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR
Edna Mae Fisher
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org
MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN
Emily Guthe
emily.guthe@gmail.com
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CHRISITAN EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR
George Minot (on leave through 2014)
george.minot@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF CE
Jim Cochrane (began Aug. 25)
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org
ASST. FOR YOUTH PROGRAMS
Amanda Edwards (beganSept. 1)
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org
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