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Spiritual Mentoring Program
begins during Holy Week
Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00 p.m. in Coover Lounge
There is a longing for spiritual navigation that broods in every Christian. We want to know
the routes through perilous times; we want to learn how to become more aware of God’s
presence in the ordinariness of life; we long for maps and charts to guide us. For some of
us, this yearning isn’t satisfied by personal study, prayer and worship. We long for
something deeper and come to realize that we would benefit from another disciple
walking with us. After all, Jesus didn’t call a disciple, he called disciples for a good reason.
We are not meant to make this journey alone. Some of us need mentors—not experts, or
authorities, but discerning friends to listen empathetically, pray with us, and offer
suggestions for how we might re-frame our story within the context of “the story,” helping
us uncover the empowering truth of God’s work in our lives. In the same way that we learn
the rich inflection of a language by hearing it spoken, spending time with a mentoring
group can nurture our faith toward new depth and understanding.
Two of our congregation, Sherry Lohman and Louise Gisolfi, will begin a spiritual mentoring
program at FPC. The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00 p.m. in
Coover Lounge. If what you’ve read above seems to speak to your spiritual need, come and
find out what spiritual mentoring is all about.
“No one can walk without a guide.” ~ St. Augustine (354-430)
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you! And Happy Easter
approaching!
First, a matter of practical invitation: The new member process
will be held on Palm Saturday, March 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Snacks and childcare will be
provided! Church members are also welcome to attend, and
non-members (i.e. not members or children of members) who
wish to marry at First Presbyterian Church are required to
attend, although not required to join the church. Please RSVP to
me or Tammy Schroeder at 319-351-2660 if you plan to attend!
Second, Easter is coming, and the annual celebration invites our
deep reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection for all of
us and the world.
When I attended seminary, one of the historic conversations I
was required to learn was whether or not Jesus’ rising from the
dead was in history or out of history. This may sound a lot like
querying about how many angels can dance on the head of a
pin, yet the implications can be quite profound.
If Jesus’ resurrection happened outside of history, he did not
materially rise from the dead. The disciples had an intense
visionary experience of the Living Christ in his spiritual body, but
there was no empty tomb. This leads to some comfort about
what happens to you and me when we die. The suggestion is
that although our physical body remains in the grave, we are
given at death a newly resurrected spiritual body. This view of
the resurrection may make spiritual formation a matter of
preparing us for heaven, rather than focusing us in the here and
now. This position psychologizes Easter – it is matter of
individual perception — and makes it otherworldly.
If Jesus’ resurrection happened inside of history, the tomb
emptied and the Easter stories of Jesus both eating and walking
through doors feel paradoxical, almost irreconcilable. The
spiritual suddenly becomes embedded in the material, and the
two are not easily distinguished from each other. Our status at
death becomes far more ambiguous: Are we “sleeping” until
some end point in the distant future? Are we disembodied souls
hanging out until a new body is given us, again in some distant
future? Or do we accept that we simply do not have the
complete answers and the best strategy is to trust God with the
details, whatever they may be?

EASTER EGG HUNT
Sunday, April 5
9:00 a.m.
Ryerson Fellowship Hall
All are welcome!

Most importantly for me, the assumption that the
resurrection happened in history leads to the
conclusion that spirituality and materiality cannot be
separated from each other. Spirituality looks like
social justice, acts of mercy, and people learning how
to trust God’s love and God’s future. No one can
claim spirituality without concern for hunger,
homelessness, and hopelessness. For our
congregation, spirituality looks like our willingness to
volunteer to help teach our children and our
commitment to the health of our neighborhoods. It
connects us to the struggles in Pakistan and in
Ferguson, MO. We think of the Kingdom or Realm of
God, not as a heavenly destination, but as something
realized in our here-and-now human relationships.
You and I focus on the material world and people
around us, and trust God with the afterlife.
As we are saved through God’s grace in Jesus Christ,
and not by our conviction about a particular theory of
resurrection, I don’t see this needing to become a
“wedge issue” in the church of Jesus Christ. Yet, if I
haven’t made them clear, my “druthers” are to
confront the harder issue of the empty tomb, the
need to trust God with life after death, and the call to
us individually and the church corporately to make a
tangible difference in the world.
“He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!” What does that
look like for you?
Love and blessings. Your pastor,
Sam

Easter Morning Fellowship
YOU’RE INVITED! Come celebrate the joy of Easter morning with your FPC friends
and family. The Fellowship Committee invites you to an Easter morning potluck
Sunday, April 5 from 9:15–10:15 a.m. The committee will provide table service and
beverages.
If your last name begins with A through R, then bring something sweet – pastries,
coffee cake, or fruit.
If your last name begins with S through Z, then please bring a savory dish to
share – a breakfast casserole, eggs, or meat.
If you have questions, contact Valerie Soemadi at 319-541-7451.
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Palm Sunday, March 29
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 4, 7 p.m.

Palm Processional—The Passion begins
During our Palm Sunday worship services, as we reenact the
story of Jesus sovereignty and servanthood, the congregation
will become participants in the grand processional entering
Jerusalem. Palm branches will be distributed and our Junior,
Youth, and Sanctuary Choirs will lead us in singing loud
Hosannas!

The three days nearly over, the Easter Vigil has been described as
“the brightest jewel of Christian liturgy traced to early Christian
times.” No other service is so full of the heritage of faith; at no
other time in the church year do we gather together all of the
richest metaphors and symbols of our faith. The Vigil liturgy
comprises 4 parts: Service of Light, Service of the Word, Renewal
of Baptismal Vows and reception of new members, and the Holy
Communion. Beginning in uncertain darkness, recalling the events
of Maundy Thursday, the ancient fire of hope is lit, a symbol of
the divine covenant. We light our candles from this new light and
carry it back into the dark tomb of the sanctuary.

But we’ll be reminded, too, that it was only a few weeks ago
that our footsteps hurried to Bethlehem to see the babe in
the manger. Now our steps follow him through dusty streets
along with throngs who either shout
“Hosanna” or jeer. Where will our footsteps
take us next?

As we humans are wont to do when we
suffer trauma, we make sense of things by
going over the story. During the service of the
Word, the narrative of salvation history is
rehearsed with a series of readings and
hymns that proclaim the wonder and breadth
of God’s absolute and steadfast faithfulness
in redeeming all creation. After the readings,
as practiced in the early church, we receive
new members into the community.

Through prayer, hymns, drama and the
reading of the Word, we will follow Jesus as
he enters the city—finding our place among
believers and scoffers alike.
Palm Sunday is the beginning of the great
and holy week that culminates in the
central celebration of our faith: our Lord’s
passage from death to new life.

Maundy Thursday
April 2 at 7 p.m.

The Passion Remembered:
A Service of Tenebrae
This service commemorates the last night Jesus spent with
his disciples during the Jewish Passover feast. The word
Maundy comes from the Latin “mandatum,” meaning
mandate, and refers to Jesus’ final commandment: “Love
one another as I have loved you” [John 15:12].
In the early years of Christianity, a service called Tenebrae
(Latin for “shadows”) was held during Holy Week, reading the
passion story depicting the night of Jesus’ arrest, the flight
of the disciples and the suffering of Jesus. For those who
knew and loved Jesus, that night must have been the
darkest night of their lives. Imagine their shock, despair,
gnawing grief, shame and utter hopelessness. In our
Maundy Thursday service (for many in this congregation,
one of the most powerful and moving services of the entire
year) these intense emotions are expressed through a
series of readings and musical responses that meditate on
the painful reality of the cross. Throughout the Tenebrae
service, candles are extinguished and lights are dimmed in
the sanctuary, symbolizing the movement through the dark
final days of Jesus’ life. The service ends with the cross
draped in black, recalling the days that Jesus was in the
tomb. After a period of silent reflection, worshipers leave in
silence. We leave in the shadows, mindful of our Lord’s
death on the world’s behalf and our entry together into the
great drama of the next three days.

One of the highlights of the evening’s rituals
is the “redressing” of the sanctuary, when
the black cross drape is removed and
replaced with resurrection white. Spring
flowers are carried to the chancel in
celebration of the promise of new life
fulfilled, the communion elements are
brought forward, and the service ends by sharing the joyful Easter
feast that proclaims Christ’s resurrection with loud “Alleluias!”
This is a family-oriented service, though if needed, childcare will
be provided in our nursery. There will be a reception after
worship to welcome new members.

Easter Sunday, April 5
8 and 10:30 a.m.
The early church’s annual calendar began and ended with the
celebration of Easter, called Pascha, which referred to the
Passover. The early Christians appropriated this Jewish festival as
the time to celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ. As the
principal service of the church year since at least the second
century, the Pascha celebrates a time of transformation in which
we become the resurrected people, God’s new people.
The Celebration of the Resurrection begins with worship in the
sanctuary at 8:00 a.m. with festive music, scripture, Easter
message and communion.
All are invited to an Easter breakfast in fellowship hall starting at
9:15 a.m., followed by an Easter egg hunt.
At 10:30 a.m. the Celebration of the Resurrection service features
scripture and the Easter message, plus our Sanctuary Choir, brass,
liturgical dance, the traditional singing of Handel’s Hallelujah
Chorus and festive organ postlude.

Childcare will be provided in our nursery for all Holy Week services.
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2105 Disbursements from the FPC Endowment
~by Connie Richardson, chair
The Endowment and Memorial Committee is pleased to report that the following grant requests have been
recommended by the committee and approved by Session.
To hire a part time parish nurse—$22,000
To Habitat for Humanity for the Women Build in honor of Mary Palmberg—$5,000
For the Free Lunch program for a commercial can opener—$600
For the church planning consultant, Tim McCoy—$4,000
To continue the certification program for Tammy Foster as a Church Business Administrator—$2,060
For the FPC 175th anniversary celebration, to bring three former pastors back to FPC—$3,000
For the Lenten Retreat—$1,200
To purchase tympanis for worship—$2,000
To fund internships for six youth in the KoNec program—$4,800
For bus passes for ten youth in the KoNEc program—$1,200
In addition to the grants from the unrestricted portion of the FPC endowment, the following distributions
were made from restricted funds:
Updegraff Organ Fund—$4,432 to be used for maintenance of the FPC organ
Building Fund-Capital—$2,156 to be added to the fund for capital expenses
Lind Family Fund for Pasrur—$273 to be administered by Friends of Pasrur
Whitey and Grace Piro Fund for Fellowship—$249 for expenses and scholarships for the Women’s Retreat
Sam and Susan Massey Fund for Pasrur—$455 to be used as recommended by Sam and Susan Massey
In addition to the above named funds, two other funds were established in 2014, but had not grown
sufficiently in 2014 to make a distribution. These two funds are:
The Dick and Marilyn Brown Fund for the Columbarium
The Lucille Burianek Fund (unrestricted)
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First’s Family
If you have a news item for the First’s Family News that you’d like to share,
please submit it for publication by April 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org.
Thank you!

April 1-15

March 15-31
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/19
3/19
3/20
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/28
3/30
3/31
3/31
3/31

Keith Long
Earline Moll
Ruth Perkins
Elizabeth Aubrey
Neve Heimer-Lang
Sharon Raffensperger
Deb Liddell
Cooper Kirschling
Mary Bergman
Matthew Miller
Terri Miller Chait
Rebecca Blair
Andrew Marsh
Alex Licht
Sara Burton
Ken Goddard
Nadine Oehler
Doris Yoder

4/1
4/1
4/2
4/2
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/4
4/5
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/9
4/10
4/12
4/13
4/13

SPRING CARE
PACKAGES
Each fall and spring, the Board
of Deacons sends care
packages to members who are
away at college or serving in the military. Boxes of
practical, and not-so-practical, items are sent to
let those who are far from home know they are close in
thoughts and prayers. Would you like to have your son(s) or
daughter(s) receive a care package? If so, please e-mail Jeremy
Fletcher at fletchej22@gmail.com or
amyjeremyfletch@aol.com by Friday, April 3. The list is
updated for each mailing of care packages. Those who wish to
have their child’s name remain on the care package list, and
for those who are new to the list, please contact Jeremy with
your child’s current mailing address.

Leroy Bain
Milord Mahinga
Bonnie Bender
Mary Hanna
Travis Martin
Sue Olson
Bob Dillin
Jacquelyn Harb
Benjamin Edwards
Xavier May
Iona Scheer
John Koch
Lee Kirsch
Joyce McMaster
Jack Edwards
Molly Maher
Jeremy Fletcher
Bob Yager

Pauline Witte passed away
on January 21 and her
funeral was in Clarence, IA
on January 24.

Brian Kleise, Paul Maxwell,
and Al Wicks

EAT OUT GROUP
Join us for dinner at Bandana’s BBQ
in Coralville on March 26, at 6 p.m.
Please contact
Valerie & Andreas Soemadi
with questions, 319-541-7451

Page 5

First Presbyterian Church

March 15–April 15, 2015

One Great Hour of Sharing—Special Offering on Palm Sunday

At the conclusion
of World War II,
Protestant churches in the U.S. made
appeals for relief and the
reconstruction of areas devastated by
the war. In 1949, the leaders of several
denominations formed a committee to
organize an appeal to support their
churches’ separate campaigns. A
program called One Great Hour was
broadcast on March 26, 1949. The
broadcast closed with a request that
listeners attend their local church the
following morning and make a
sacrificial contribution. No exact
measure of receipts was possible, but
it was estimated that more than
75,000 churches worldwide
participated.

Today, the PC(USA) has set
an ambitious goal, with the
ultimate aim of making a
more significant difference
in the world. For One Great
Hour of Sharing, the goal is
to raise $13 million annually
by the year 2020. Through
the collective power of
Presbyterians, joined
together in mission, we can
get there. And the journey
starts now.
In 2015, we’re working to
invigorate giving to this OGHS offering.
The goal for 2015 is to collect 8 million
dollars, to help support activities such
as:

The Waters of Hope – Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance partners with
water projects to bring a community
together after disastrous drought.

SOME OF LAST YEAR’S OUTCOMES:
Community of the Beloved – To help
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: 40
those struggling with food insecurity in
countries and 24 states received help
Asheville, NC.
for natural and human-caused
disasters. Presbyterian Hunger
New Orleans Delta – Projects in New
Program: 154,731 people who were
Orleans prove that we can do more
when we work together — just ask the living in extreme poverty now have
increased food security and livelihoods
partnership of Presbyterian Disaster
through international development
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger
From the beginning, this has been an
work. Self-Development of People:
Program, and Self-Development of
ecumenical effort. As denominations
4,619 children/parents received
People.
changed and merged, OGHS has varied
improved educational opportunities
from eight to 29 participating
Survivor Art Camp – Self-Development
communions. While each
of People and Opportunities Unlimited Please prayerfully consider your 2015
denomination allocates its gifts
for the Blind are learning the value of One Great Hour of Sharing offering,
differently, all use their funds for
which will be collected on Palm
working together to see a much
ministries of disaster relief, refugee
Sunday, March 29..
brighter future.
assistance and development aid.
The next year, the offering was
repeated, using the name “One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS).” At various
times, OGHS was coordinated with
both the Roman Catholic Bishops’
Fund Appeal for Overseas Aid and the
Jewish Passover Appeal.

Did you know that you can receive the
monthly newsletter online?
If you would like to stop receiving the paper newsletter and
view the newsletter online, please contact Tammy Schroeder
at 351-2260 or by email at
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org, to sign up for this
cost-effective way to stay informed.
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February Session Highlights
The Session met on February 17, 2015 in Coover Lounge
at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and
lit the Christ candle. Elder Ann Burton led us in
devotions concerning Ash Wednesday, reading from
Psalm 51, and also read a short piece on rituals.
A thank you note from the New Creations church for
donated computers was circulated.

~ by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session

Session approved the FPC hospitality plan for the Holy
Jerusalem Pentecostal Church.
Elder Ann Grosscup reviewed the hospitality plan
recommendations, and Finance chair Larry Bruner
requested all ministries record what is being spent. Ann
Grosscup will consult with Tammy Foster concerning the
copier. Elder Connie Richardson offered that perhaps
some endowment funds could go toward the costs.

Attached website reports were discussed, along with the
possible linking of Twitter, Tumbler, etc. to our website. There is interest on both FPC and HJPC parts to begin a
Elder Ann Grosscup will follow up by inquiring about this dialogue toward a collaborative relationship, perhaps
possibility.
forming a sister relationship with HJPC.
The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was
received.

Worship & Celebration’s plan to hold summer worship
services at a similar time as last year was approved.
There will be a single worship service at 10:00 a.m.,
The FPC General Mission Pledge Authorization for 2015
beginning Memorial Weekend on Sunday, May 24, and
was approved. Elder John Barr stated that, annually,
back to the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Sunday,
about $7,000 is pledged from the FPC Mission budget to
September 13.
the PCUSA General Mission Funds, and about $2,000 is
pledged to PCUSA Theological Education.
Session approved asking Tom Boyd, Tom Brown, Ed
Morgan, Loretta Ross, and Warren Jensen (all clergy) to
Gary Burnett was approved to lead the congregational
fill our pulpit some time this year.
meeting Feb. 22, 2015.
Pastor Sam is hoping to take six weeks off this summer
Bob Woodburn’s request for Mary Ann Woodburn’s
(July 1- mid August). He needs more time than last
inurnment in the columbarium was approved.
summer, for writing, rest, and relaxation. He hopes to fill
in his time away with guest preachers who will do
Session approved moving the March 2015 session
meeting from March 17, 2015 to March 10, 2015, due to pastoral care during the week they preach. Pastor Sam’s
Pastor Sam’s trip to Ireland to visit his son in mid-March. suggestions for this summer’s preachers are George
Minot, Gary Burnett, Sherry Lohman, Paul Akin, Rebecca
Session approved holding up to four additional special
Blair, Doug Peters, and Warren Jensen.
offerings at the discretion of Servanthood Ministry to
Session approved adjourning with the sharing of joys
offset the lack of Mission budget increase in 2015, per
and concerns, and Ann Grosscup closed the meeting
the covenant worked out with the Finance Committee
with prayer. The next meeting will be March 10, 2015,
when the 2015 budget was approved.
7:00 p.m. in Coover Lounge.
The Endowment recommendations for 2015 were
approved.

MONEY

MATTERS
Larry Bruner, Treasurer

Contributions

Misc. Income

Total Income

Total Expenses

Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

January

$36,261.91

$218.07

$36,479.98

$41,967.51

-$5,487.53

February

$59,361.39

$804.12

$60,165.51

$74,728.70

-$14,563.19

$95,623.30

$1,022.19

$96,645.49

$116,696.21

-$20,050.72

2015 Totals
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CROP Walk 2015
Once again it is time for CROP Walk in Johnson County. The
challenge this year is not only to continue to do our best to
contribute to the welfare of those in need in Johnson County as
well as those in need around the world, but also to see if we can
maintain our status as a leading supporter of CROP Walk as
witnessed by the outstanding First Presbyterian contribution totals
of the past few years:
2014 CROP Walk: $5,450.00
2013 CROP Walk: $5,516.10
2012 CROP Walk: $4,090.00
Much of this was due to the leadership and determination of Sadie May. Sadie is “retiring” from CROP Walk this
year, but her passion for CROP Walk can continue with your support of our church’s individual walkers or Team
FPC. Think of it as “Team Sadie”!
CROP Walk is an opportunity to help those who do not share in our good fortune. Our walk is symbolic. We represent
people throughout the world who must walk to get water, firewood, food, and medical care, and we represent those
here in Johnson County who depend on our food banks and shelters. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised stay
right here in Johnson County supporting our Crisis Center.
CROP Walk 2014 raised $29,391.60, with $7,347.90 going to the Johnson County Crisis Center and the remainder
supporting Church World Service and other designated relief organizations. First Presbyterian’s $5,450 represented
18.5% of this total!
The 2015 Johnson County CROP Walk is Sunday, March 29. Starting from Chauncey Swan Park at 1:30, the 5K walk
will take us through Iowa City with the option of a tour of the Johnson County Crisis Center along the route.
There are two ways to be a part of CROP Walk 2015.
Join in the Walk! Mark
Sunday, March 29, on your
calendar and dust off your
walking shoes. Pick up your
walker’s packet at the CROP
display table in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall, collect
pledges, and join us for the
walk!
OR
Support our FPC walkers by
making a financial
contribution to an individual
walker or to the entire walking
team (Team FPC/Sadie).

Please make checks payable to CWS/CROP. Donations in support of the entire
walking team can be placed in the basket which is part of the CROP Walk display in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall or can be mailed to the church.
NEW! Did you know that you can now participate in CROP Walk on-line? You can
register to walk or make a donation by going to http://www.tinyurl.com/
johnsoncountycropwalk.
Whether you participate in the walk and collect donations or make a financial
contribution, you will be helping to provide the basics – food, water, shelter – to
those facing difficult times, here in Johnson County and around the world.
Please stop by the CROP Walk display, learn more about CROP, and see photos of
last year’s slightly soggy FPC CROP Walking team. And while visiting the display,
consider picking up a pledge packet and joining the 2015 walkers or making that
contribution to CROP.
We walk because they walk! Contact Sue Farran (319-354-3862) for more
information.

Join Sanctuary Choir and Sing Messiah on May 3
Our Sanctuary Choir, soloists and orchestra will sing the Easter portion of G. F.
Handel’s Messiah during our 10:30 a.m. worship on May 3. If you have always
wanted to sing with our choir or have always wanted to sing this wonderful work,
please join us for this one-time commitment. If interested, you would be required
to come to just 4 rehearsals in April plus the rehearsal with orchestra on May 2 at
10:00a.m. -12:00. If you’re interested, contact Darlene Bergman at
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.
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OPERATION BACKPACK PROGRAM
Thanks to each of you for your support in so many ways of
our church’s Operation Backpack program with Lucas
Elementary. Our program provides food to 55 children every
week of the school year. The food is provided by HACAP, but
we couldn’t get it to the children without all of the volunteers. We’ve also
recently had financial contributions that allowed us to give children a 3-pair
pack of socks, a bar of soap, a Valentines pencil, and Valentines cards to give
to their friends. Thank you!
Here are some statistics that were recently published about the program in our area:
2008
Operation BackPack
began inside of HACAPs’
food reservoir as a pilot
program.
8 schools/302 students
participating.
2013
13 schools/844 students
participating.
2014 to current
65 schools/1813 students
participating.
Distributions
28,000 pounds of food
monthly. About 65,000
food bags likely will be
distributed this year.

Volunteer Time
550 hours/month on average = 5,000 hours yearly. That’s amazing! THANK YOU!
We have a special request for those who are interested in contributing to the
program financially. One of the neat ideas we’ve heard from other community
partners who also run Operation Backpack programs is to provide each child with
the ingredients for a birthday treat. This would include:
1. A cake or cookie mix (store bought, preferably one that only requires the
addition of water, such as Krusteaz brand), any flavor.
2. Store bought can of frosting, any flavor.
3. A birthday card, gender-neutral.
4. (Optional) a simple paper bag to put it in.
These would be packaged separately and given to the Family Resource
Coordinator at Lucas to give to children in their birthday month (or half-birthday
if they have a summer birthday).
If you would like to contribute any of these items or contribute money towards
the purchase of these items, please see Lara Marsh (319-471-2265,
marshlara5@gmail.com). Thank you!

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
During these cold months and to
help keep church heating costs
down, we are meeting at Carol’s.
Please call her at 351-3847 for
more information.
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Equipping Ministry
Christian Education Corner
Calendar of Family and Education
Events at FPC
February 15, 2015 – March 15, 2015
Thursday, March 19
NO Interfaithful Moms or Youth Activities
Spring Break

Sunday, March 22
1–3 p.m. Family Faith Gathering-Ice Skating at
Coral Ridge Mall

Thursday, March 26
5:30–6:15 p.m. The Way meets in the Youth
Room

Easter Sunday at
First Presbyterian
While the season of Lent gives us a chance to look
inward and be contemplative, Easter is a time of
joy and celebration for all Christians. For that
reason we want to invite you to our Easter
celebration activities on April 5. Starting at 9:15
a.m. there will be a breakfast so families can enjoy
fellowship and celebrate the Risen Christ, followed
by an Easter Egg hunt for kids. All the festivities will
wrap up with a telling of the Easter story—courtesy
of FPC’s children—before heading into the
sanctuary for the 10:30 worship service. We hope
to see you there!

Friday, March 27
9:00 p.m.–9:00 a.m. Senior High Lock-In

Sunday, April 5
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Meet in the Fellowship Hall for
breakfast, followed by an Easter Egg hunt

Sunday, April 12
Children’s Church

SAVE THE DATE!
First Presbyterian Church wants to include
you in their Vacation Bible School. Come enjoy snacks, games, music, crafts and more at
VBS! If you are interested in helping with VBS
this year, please contact Jim Cochrane for
more information!
Dates: June 22-26
Time: 9:00 am—12:00 noon
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Equipping Ministry
Children & Youth at FPC!
Children are the lifeblood of every congregation, and that is no different at FPC! For that reason, we encourage
children to join us in worship, and invite them to enjoy the worship activity bags found on the coat tree just
outside the sanctuary doors. Because of their importance in worship, we even devote a portion of the service
to them! Children are encouraged to participate in the Time with Children each week during the service.
For the smallest of us, our Nursery is provided for children 5 and under. The nursery is located on the lower
level of the building and is available for use for Sunday morning worship, as well as during special worship
services and events throughout the year. Childcare for those too young for classes is provided during the
Sunday School hour. Our childcare staff, headed by Deb Torrens-Semler, is dedicated to making our nursery a
safe and comfortable environment for all its guests.

Sunday School for Children and Youth
9:15 a.m.–10:15 a.m.
Preschoolers (ages 2-4+): You may gather at the
Creation Station every Sunday morning. Our time
together begins with music with Darlene, followed by
a Bible story, related art activities and games.
Children (grades K-5): You are invited to gather at the
FPSea! each Sunday. Children are divided into groups
by age; each group is led by a “lifeguard,” a volunteer
who will serve as a guide.
March’s rotation taught us all about The Last Supper.
Through games, movies, art and drama we were able
to learn more about such a momentous occasion of
the Church.

Middle School (grades 6-8): Middle school students
will meet in the “ROCK” room; the Reform
curriculum that is used empowers youth to explore
their faith by asking questions they wonder about.
This class is led by Jeremy and Amy Fletcher.
Senior High (grades 9-12): High schoolers gather in
the Youth Room. Youth come to discuss their own
life experiences and questions raised from their
experience in society. Discussion is aimed at
bridging those ideas with theological concepts,
which they can then apply to their daily lives.
Discussion in February is led by Pastor Sam, and
subsequent months will be taught by both Jim
Cochrane and Dan Thedens.

Are you looking for ways to incorporate
simple faith practices into your
family’s busy schedule?

April’s rotation will be all about Doubting Thomas.

Visit the Christian Education
Corner in order to Get Involved
If you’re looking for new ways to get involved with
the education aspect of First Presbyterian, look no
further than the Christian Education Corner in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall! There you will find not
only information about all the different classes
going on, but also volunteer opportunities.
Now is the time to get involved with the Sunday
School program! If you’ve wanted to try your hand
at teaching, don’t hesitate to sign up on the board!
If you are looking for a way to connect with kids
while having fun during the summer, then mark
your name down as an interested Vacation Bible
School volunteer!

Visit Vibrant Faith at Home:
www.vibrantfaithathome.org
It’s free to subscribe, and you’ll find simple, faithdeepening activities for families in every stage of life.
Whether a young couple, new kids, elementary
children or high schoolers, you will find a treasure
trove of faith-strengthening activities and discussions
that you can add to your nightly routine. Build some
faith-building activities into your school year right
from the start!

FPC’s Education wing is a great way to get involved, so I
hope you feel the call to serve and give back!
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Equipping Ministry
More Activities for Children,Youth & Families!
The Way (3rd-5th grades)

Interfaithful Moms Gathering

It’s Game Time at The WAY!
All 3rd-5th Grade All-Stars are invited to hoop it up at a
March Madness Party!

The Interfaithful Moms Gathering connects diverse women of
many faith and religious backgrounds the first and third
THURSDAYS of the month from 9:30-11 am on the lower
level. Gatherings incorporate speakers, stories, discussions, and
activities that weave together themes of motherhood and
faith. Moms young and old are invited to experience the diverse
perspectives, compelling conversations, and transformative
relationships that make our world more peaceful. Quality
childcare is provided. For more information contact Amanda
Edwards (amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org) or visit
http://interfaithfulmoms.com.

When: Thursday, March 26
Time: 5:30-6:15 Games and Activities (Youth Room)
6:15-6:45 Dinner (Ryerson Fellowship Hall)
6:45-7:30 Junior Choir (optional, but encouraged)
Come for as much as you can—friends welcome!
With your help, victory will be “in the bag”: Please bring
clean cloth, plastic, or paper grocery bags to donate to
the Crisis Center of Johnson County’s food bag campaign.

The Rock (6-8 grades)
The Rock (6th–8th grade) meets every Thursday night for
dinner, fun, and fellowship. Dinner is first at 6:15, followed
by programming in The Rock room until 7:30. Friends are
welcome. The prayer wall in The Rock room is expanding
and participants are becoming more confident praying
together at the end of each fellowship time. All are
welcome to join us in discussion, games and prayer every
week!

Family Fellowship Outings
On February 22 various families and members from FPC joined
together at Colonial Lanes for fellowship and bowling. It was a
great time and fun to get so many people together outside of the
church walls in order to build stronger ties! On March 22 we will
have another fellowship event at Coral Ridge Ice Arena for some
skating fellowship! Whether it is a family of 1 or 100, all are
welcome and we hope to see you there!

The Edge (9-12 grades)
Join us every Thursday night for an evening of dinner,
fellowship and conversation! We eat dinner together as a
large group and engage in fellowship with one another
before breaking into age-divided groups for discussion,
games and hangout time. Also, don’t forget to “Like” us on
Facebook!
For more information, contact Jim Cochrane at
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org

LAST CALL FOR MISSION TRIPS!
If you’re still looking for a way to have fun with
friends while giving back to the community this
summer, you are in luck because there are still a few
spots left on our Junior and Senior High mission
trips! If you are in 6th–8th grade, contact Amanda
Edwards about joining our trip to Burnhamwood, KY,
and if you are in 9th–12th grade, contact Jim
Cochrane about joining the Senior High trip to New
Orleans, LA! Trip costs are $175 and $250
respectively with scholarships available to families
who need assistance. Spots are filling up quickly, so
be sure to contact Amanda or Jim ASAP!
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Equipping Ministry
Opportunities for Ongoing Education
Cool, Clear Water: Sustainably Clean Water

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Where does our water come from? What is the “water
crisis” and how can I help ensure sustainable, clean
water for generations to come? Join Perry Ross and
others from the community in exploring these
questions and finding answers during this spring social
justice series. Through dialogue with speakers from
the University of Iowa and Coe College and field trips
to treatment plants, we hope to gain a deeper
understanding of how water affects our lives and how
we can ensure a sustainable future. Classes will occur
on Sunday mornings from April 19 through May 17 in
Coover Lounge unless otherwise stated.

Join Sadie May with Pastor Sam in discussion and
reflection as we travel through the Bible. All are welcome
to Coover Lounge, 9:30–10:30 a.m. on Wednesday
mornings. In March we hope you will join us for our
discussion of the Book of Mark. We hope to see you
there!

Lenten Class on Forgiveness
Lent has always been a time for us as Christians to
step back and examine the way we live our lives. For
what goals are we working? How did Christ live, and
what lessons can we take from that? One central
theme of Christianity, visible especially on the road to
the Cross, is forgiveness. Through the reading of
“Forgiveness” by Marjorie Thompson and discussion
led by Pastor Sam, we will dive deep into an idea
rooted in one of the very basic tenets of our faith. We
will be taking the week off on March 15 in order to
attend Loretta Ross’s session, but please join us on the
22nd for continued discussion!

FPC Book Club!
Please join the FPC Book Club in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall March 25
from 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. for
fellowship and book talk! Because the
group was forced to cancel its February meeting on
account of snow, this March meeting will be slightly
longer and contain discussion of two books; Sharon
Raffensperger will lead discussion about March’s book
Little Mercies by Heather Gudenkauf and Janet Walker
will talk about February’s book, The Snow Child by
Eowyn Ivey. Be sure to pack a lunch or snack, a
beverage will be provided. If you have any questions,
please call Janet Walker at 358-6737. All are welcome!

FPC Men’s Spiritual Formation Group
Led by John Barr and Tom Martin, come to the Ryerson
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. No matter your
age, these discussions about living as a male Christian in
modern society will help you reexamine and strengthen
your faith. The men meet almost every Wednesday for
breakfast and Bible Study.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Do you love going to church but are
looking for a way to dive deeper into
Sunday morning’s lectionary texts? If
that’s the case, come to Sunday
Morning Bible Study led by George
Minot! We meet every Sunday from
9:15–10:15 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall to examine
the morning’s texts and find new ways to interpret
stories we’ve heard our entire lives. Discussion is lively
and we are always looking for new faces to join us—We
hope you’ll be one!

Weeknight Young Adult Bible Study
As an attempt to reach out to our broader Iowa City
community, George Minot will also be leading a Young
Adult Bible Study. This group will spend time examining
biblical texts through the lens of a young adult, while
engaging in fellowship and community building. They
meet every Monday night from 7:00–8:00 p.m. at The
Java House in Downtown. Come join us for fruitful
discussion and a nice cup of joe!
If you have any questions, please contact Jim at the
church at jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org or at
351-2660.

Come be a part of the next
New Member Class, Ryerson Fellowship Hall, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Saturday, March 28
The FaithWorks new member class, which is also open to current members seeking spiritual renewal, is being held on
Saturday, March 28, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. in Coover Lounge with refreshments served. New members will be received by our
elders into fellowship on Palm Sunday, March 29, at 9:30 a.m. and welcomed into membership at the 7 p.m. Easter Vigil
service on Saturday, April 4. Led by Pastor Sam, FaithWorks is designed to try to address the questions of individual
participants about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. It also presents some basic information about the faith
and our congregation. Come and be a part of it! Contact Tammy at tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org or 319-3512660 to reserve your spot for this exciting educational opportunity. Please RSVP by March 23,
so we can prepare class materials. We look forward to your participation!
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT
just Circle Membership!
There are opportunities for every woman in the church
to be involved in some way.
See how our women are making a difference!
Presbyterian Women in the
Presbytery of East Iowa
The spring workshops for the women in the
Presbytery of East Iowa will be held at First
Presbyterian Churches in Marion, Iowa on
Thursday, April 23 and in Independence on
Saturday, April 25. These workshops titled Streams
of Living Waters, will address issues surrounding
the consumption of and access to freshwater on a
global scale. Registration begins at 9 a.m. and the
workshops will adjourn at 2:30. A $5 registration
fee includes lunch. Childcare will be available. The
birthday offering will be collected and the PW 2015
mission project will be introduced. This year’s
birthday offering will support the work of two
organizations devoted to bettering the lives of
women and children struggling with very difficult
situations: the Bethesda Christian Community
Center in Barranquilla, Colombia and the
Community of St. Therese of Lisieux in Memphis,
Tennessee. For additional information or to
register contact Carol Kirsch
(carolkirsch52@gmail.com or 319-325-2559). The
registration deadline is April 17.

14th ANNUAL
BOOK & BAKE SALE
Presbyterian Women’s
Coordinating Team in cooperation
with Four Oaks Iowa City will be holding their BOOK AND
BAKE SALE on Friday April 10, from 3:00–7:00 p.m. &
Saturday, April 11, from 8:00–11:30 a.m. The proceeds from
the sale will be divided between Presbyterian Women’s
Coordinating Team and Four Oaks Iowa City.
The Presbyterian Women’s portion will be used to lend
support to local human service agencies that they choose to
support through their mission giving. Four Oaks Iowa City
operates a Youth Emergency Shelter; PAL, an after school
program for children needing more structure and supervision;
and Educational & School Support Services. Four Oaks give
much support to children and families in our community.
We are asking you to collect and contribute used books
(paperback and hardback), CD’s, DVD's, & audio-CD’s, puzzles
& comic/graphic books. (No encyclopedias, condensed books,
magazines or textbooks please.) We will also be asking for
contributions of baked goods. More information will be in the
Sunday bulletins & sign-up sheets will be available. The staff of
Four Oaks will also be collecting items and baking for the sale
and will share responsibility for setting up, helping during the
two day sale, and cleaning up.
We also will need your help distributing flyers around town or
taping one in your car window. We also need you as
customers! You’ll be glad you came!

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m.
and are directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a
day for shared food, fellowship, and team building, so the actual time varies
according to the needs of the church. At other times we may be on another
line or in another part of the building addressing a ministry need. We will
return your call!
And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an
answer to prayer.
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In the book of Judges, a cycle is repeated many times: The Israelites
do “what is evil in the sight of the Lord,” God hands them over to an
enemy nation, they cry out to the Lord and he appoints a judge, or
political/military leader, for them. Under the judge’s leadership, the
Israelites conquer their adversary and prosper — until they start doing
“what is evil in the sight of the Lord” all over again.
Who was not one of these judges?
A. Deborah
B. Ehud
C. Esau
D. Shamga
Answer C (see Judges 3-5)

Give Glory to God,
recognize a loved one, and beautify our sanctuary this Easter!
This is your opportunity to give in memory of or in honor of a loved one
towards the flowering plants that Glorify God and add to the beauty of our
Sanctuary this Easter. Simply fill out and return to the church office
with your donation by March 29, 2015.
Please place ________ flowering plant(s) ($14.00 each requested donation)
in our church sanctuary.
This gift is made to the Glory of God!
In honor of ____________________________________________________
OR
In memory of __________________________________________________
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church
Name ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________ or Email ________________________________________
We are purchasing 20 – 25 plants, with them going to our at-home members. Total donations in excess of the
amount needed to purchase flowers will be given to the Deacons Emergency Fund. This gift is made to the Glory
of God! The Deacons wish to recognize your generosity; thank you. All gifts and memorials will be
acknowledged in the Easter bulletin. Contact Pauline Miller 351-2576 or Susan Van Duyn-Phipps 338-4132 for
more information.
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Public Office Hours:

First Presbyterian Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Parish Nurse Position
Announcement
The Administration and Personnel Committee, with
Session approval, is pleased to announce the church’s
plan to add a Parish Nurse position to support the
congregation’s health ministry, wellness and pastoral
care needs. This part-time role is being advertised
through several sources and the hope is to fill it soon.
Questions may be directed to Kevin Keith, Pastor Sam
or Dan Thedens.
First Presbyterian Church is currently accepting
applications for the position of Parish Nurse. This parttime role has three major components:

~ Mark your calendars for Future
175th Anniversary celebrations ~
May 31
Rev. Ed Morgan preaching,
lunch and program to follow
worship.

 Responsible for working with church staff and

volunteers to design, develop and implement a
health ministry of caring and education that will
equip and empower persons to grow holistically
into healthy church and community participants.
 Helps to organize and support the Pastor and other

staff persons and volunteers in providing a program
of strong pastoral care to the congregations.
 Provides personal health and wellness counsel and

September 11-13
Rev. Tom Brown preaching,
Final Celebration weekend
with activities throughout the
weekend at Old Brick and FPC

input to members of the congregation as well as
non-members, including appropriate guidance for
navigating the health care system and provider
networks.
Salary will be commensurate with the individual’s
experience and qualifications. Direct questions to Kevin
Keith. Applicants are asked to send a cover letter,
resume, and a list of three work-related references to
kevinskeith@gmail.com.

First Presbyterian Church Staff
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC &
LITURGICAL ARTS
Darlene Bergman
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ORGANIST
Pablo Gorin
pablo.gorin@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT ORGANIST
HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR
Edna Mae Fisher
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org
MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN
Emily Guthe
emily.guthe@gmail.com
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CHRISITAN EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR
George Minot (on leave through 2014)
george.minot@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF CE
Jim Cochrane (began Aug. 25)
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org
ASST. FOR YOUTH PROGRAMS
Amanda Edwards (beganSept. 1)
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org

First Presbyterian Church

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org
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