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Save the date! 
First Presbyterian Church wants 
to include you in its Vacation Bi-
ble School. Come enjoy snacks, 
games, music, crafts and more at 
VBS!  
If you are interested in helping 
with VBS this year, please con-
tact Jim Cochrane for more information! 

Dates: June 22-26 

Time: 9:00 am—
12:00 noon 

FPC Looks to the Future… 
 

The Session of FPC adopted the REALM approach to our congregational life in 
January 2014. Many regional and global challenges presented by our new 
millennium have caused many congregations to struggle. Behold, God is doing a 
new thing (Isaiah 43:19). New wine demands new skins, Jesus insists (Mark 
2:22). Many of us have asked, “What is significant about REALM for our 
congregation and how am I affected?” As REALM urges our renewed openness 
to the will and call of Jesus Christ, the REALM Planning Ministry has been tasked 
by Session to lead our congregation through the creation of a long-term (3-5 
year) plan. This plan will lay out the impacts that can be anticipated on both the community and congregation. 

An analysis of the demographic composition of our community measured statistically is nearing completion. 
Community leaders and consumers of social service offerings will also be consulted in the near future. The second 
piece of our exploration will be individual and group interviews with our congregation’s participants about the 
following two questions: 

A. What are the needs of our members and what should our church do about them? 
B. What are the needs of our broader community (community defined as broadly as our members’ 

vision) and what should our church do about them?  
 

Someone from our congregational team, working with our consultant, Tim McCoy, should be inviting you to share 
your insights and hopes for our community and congregation. Please respond! From close examination of the 
aforementioned gathered information, followed by Session and congregational prayerful conversation, we trust 
that the Lord will give goals for us. If you have questions concerning REALM and the planning process, please 
contact Pastor Sam Massey (sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org) or elders Carol Ulch (carolu@southslope.net) or 
Perry Ross (perryross@aol.com). Thank you! 
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

The deacons’ purpose is one of sympathy, 
witness, and service after the example of Jesus 
Christ. Before, during and after our 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday worship service, deacons transport 
members to/from worship, welcome all, provide 
valet service at the main entrance, collect prayer 
requests for the pastoral prayer (plus electronic 
prayer chain unless confidentiality is requested), 
record for the preacher any pastoral care needs, 
and tend our gatherings’ friendship pads. On a 
continual basis, FPC deacons are attentive to the 
varied care needs of our congregation.  

To carry out this caring ministry and coordinate 
efforts, each congregant has two deacons. 
Deacon contacts are meant to be a supplement 
to, not a replacement for, existing supportive 
relationships among church members or pastoral 
care. Deacons want to help create a nurturing 
church family for all and foster friendships. We 
intend to ensure that everyone has a contact, 
access to, and awareness of available resources. 

Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian 
Church, 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you!  

It is April Fool’s Day Eve. I have searched for an 
explanation of this mysterious day of pranks, yet 
have discovered no suitable one. Various cultures 
have similar celebrations of folly. Yet attempts to get 
behind the veil of ancient traditions lead nowhere. 
Some years, as freezes have come in April or even 
May, I have wondered if historically changeable 
weather around April 1 gave lie to the presumption 
that Spring had come. This phenomenon might have 
made the ancient sower feel foolish. Or, if you are a 
conspiracy theorist, you might conclude that April 1 
is an invention of the federal government that 
reminds us how we will feel if we miss filing our tax 
forms.  

I suppose it doesn’t matter. Here I sit, hiding from 
family and friends, with no explanation as to why I 
should be exposed to tomorrow’s day of small 
aggravations. Of course, there are those who have 
real reason for complaint: My nephew was born on 
April 1, and he has had no end of teasing.  

The day has given me some pleasure. One April 1 
morning the Lancaster, PA paper carried the story of 
a large black carnivorous bird that was swooping 
down and carrying off Cairn Terriers. Pet owners 
spent the day with their pets in pens and alarmed 
parents called for school to be cancelled. The police 

received numerous reports of birds with 6-foot wing spread 
eyeing passing pedestrians. 

Never again did the paper carry such a story: People proved 
more humorless than the editor had imagined. The joke was 
on him. 

Still, I wonder. Perhaps the holiday has a Jewish or Christian 
origin. Many have bet against the survival of the Jews, and yet 
they persistently retain their traditions and faith. Those who 
discount Jews often look foolish compared to them. 
Furthermore, many have bet against one particular Jew, the 
Jew Jesus, especially the Romans, the religious authorities, and 
his own disciples. Good Friday, which often falls around April 1, 
made Jesus look foolish. In 40 hours the tables had been 
turned, and it was the adversaries and frightened friends of 
Jesus who suddenly looked foolish in Easter’s light. We might 
even view the resurrection as God’s greatest prank.  

Of course some, to this day, don’t recognize that God has 
made the twin powers of sin and death quite silly. This 
resistance to the good news may explain why Paul describes 
himself and other apostles as “fools for Christ’s sake.” To 
believe firmly in the Risen Christ—to hold out optimistically 
that justice, mercy and faith will prevail over oppression, 
greed, and despair—means appearing to be clownish.  

So to all of you who love Christ and experience him daily in his 
resurrection power, our day is April 1. That is because God’s 
day is Easter Sunday.  

Happy Eastertide.  
With love, your pastor, Sam  

Deacon Bench 

What do FPC deacons do? 

As a reminder, the deacon pairs are listed 
below according to congregants’ last 
names. Please call on your deacons to 
arrange assistance you may need, such as meals, rides to 
appointments, etc.  

2015 Deacon Pairs are as follows:  

A-Cl Burgundy Paul Schaefer & David Carlson  

Co-Fi  Sunshine Yellow Liz Hall & Louise Gisolfi  

Fl-Hi  Red  Anita Burnett & Susan Van Duyn-Phipps  

Ho-Le  Purple  Ben Urick & Glenn Van Roekel  

Li- Mi  Orange   Jeremy Fletcher & Stephanie Brentner  

Mo-Po  Fuschia   Rhonda Barr & Maeleen Thorius  

Pr-Sk  Gold   Mary Linn & Sue Olson  

Sm-U  Teal   Cedric Lee & Pauline Miller  

V-Z  Blue   Moses Kasiriba & Sarah Swisher 
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 Another opportunity to take the New Member Class 
If you were unable to attend the New Member class that was held on March 28, but are  

interested in taking the class, we have good news for you.  

The next class will be held Sunday, May 3 from Noon – 4:00pm in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 

(Lunch and childcare will be provided) 

Please respond by April 20 by contacting Pastor Sam (sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org)  
or Tammy Schroeder (tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org) if you would like to attend, so class  

materials may be prepared.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

Fourth Friday Garden Party 
~by Connie Richardson 

Calling all gardeners to meet at church from 9:30 to 11:30 
on Friday, April 24 for gardening and spring clean-up 
projects in the Columbarium and beyond, followed by 
lunch.  

Winter has had its way with our home gardens and with the 
garden areas at church. If you can rake, pick up sticks, 
sweep, trim, or pull (weeds), please join others from FPC for 
all or part of our fellowship time together. Bring gloves and 
your favorite tool. We will provide bags for debris and 
lunch! (In case of a downpour, we will meet on May 1.) 

Kobler Memorial Garden Progress 
~by Vicki Mildenstein 

The garden is looking great! I’ve taken a stroll through and it appears the new trees have all made it through 
the winter. As the trees grow we will have serviceberries and cherries for consumption, shade and color as 
well as evergreens and many more. Please stroll through and have a look at what has been accomplished! 
The daffodils are blooming, and we are hopeful that labyrinth pavers will be installed prior to lawn mowing. 

The garden committee is working with Iowa City Landscaping to organize the remainder of the plan which 
will encompass outdoor furniture, an entrance presentation to the garden, signage, more trees, birdhouses, 
etc. Eventually, we hope to have water and electricity available to the location. The plan should be complete 
before May. As soon as the drawing is complete it will be presented to the Building and Grounds Committee 
and Session. After approval, there will be a large presentation board in the Narthex so all can view the plan.  

We continue to seek funds for the garden and are finalizing a brochure with information on how you can be 
a part of this project. 
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   5K Run/Walk for  

    WOMEN BUILD 
 

Saturday, May 9, 2015 

Terry Trueblood Recreation Area 

 Race starts 9 a.m. 
 

Since 2011, Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity has committed to making a Women Build an annual project, with the 
goal of empowering women by teaching them construction skills and teamwork. (Men are NOT excluded.) It has 
become a tradition for Iowa Valley Habitat to name each Women Build in honor of an influential woman in the 
community. This year, our own Mary Palmberg is the honoree! A second joy is that one of our church families 
(Milord, Syphorina, Flint, Letica and Israel) will be occupying this new home. 

The first major fundraising event will be a 5K run/walk held on Saturday, May 9, beginning at 9 a.m. at the Terry 
Trueblood Recreation Area.   

If you would like to register for this event, or if you would like more information about the Mary Palmberg Women 
Build, look for the flyers on the Mission table in Ryerson Fellowship Hall.  

You can also visit www.marypalmbergbuild.com or www.iowavalleyhabitat.org for additional details and regular 
updates. 

Thanks for supporting CROP WALK 2015! 
On March 31, your FPC CROP Walking team enjoyed the challenge, fellowship, and surprisingly pleasant weather of 
CROP Walk 2015 as we completed the 5K (three mile) course. Twenty-five strong, we walked as a symbol of those 
in our community and in our world who must walk daily, rain or shine, to meet their basic needs for food, water, 
and/or shelter.   

And the congregation of First Presbyterian is also meeting the challenge of supporting those in need with your 
generous donations. If you have not as yet made your 2015 contribution to CROP, there is still time to do so. We 
will continue to accept donations in support of Team FPC/Sadie in the coming months. Just note them as for CROP 
Walk (checks made payable to CWS/CROP), and send to the church office or give to Sue Farran. You can also 
donate on-line by going to http://www.tinyurl.com/johnsoncountycropwalk.  

Remember, twenty-five percent of all funds raised through Johnson County CROP Walk stay right here, going to 
the Johnson County Crisis Center, with the remainder supporting Church World Service and other designated relief 
organizations. Thank you for your support. We walk because they walk! 
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Bob Woodburn and Betty 
McNulty 

March 15-31 
4/17 Candace Wiebener 
4/18 Betty Lacina 
4/21 Nathan Stolz 
4/22 Tyler Fay 
4/23 Amanda Harris 
4/23 Jenny Kirschling 
4/23 Rachel Marsh 
4/24 Matthew Dodge 
4/26 Ann Muilenburg 
4/26 Nancy Steyers 
4/28 Erin Suh 
4/29 Gina Pottorff 
4/30 Vern Dengler 
4/30 Bill Preucil 

April 1-15 
5/2 Jim Hill 
5/2 Kevin Keith 
5/4 Kory May 
5/5 Anne Rizzo 
5/6 Larry Bruner 
5/6 Kate Degner 
5/6 Robert Ketterer 
5/7 Kathy Clifton 
5/8 Rachel Fehr 
5/8 Gladys Nugent 
5/9 Debbie Torrens-Semler 
5/9 Sharon VanDusseldorp 
5/10 Mary Ann Clemons 
5/10 Mike Phelps 
5/10 Blayne Roberts 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
 

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News that you’d like to share,  

please submit it for publication by May 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Thank you! 

Pastors on Call 
Rev. Gary Burnett 
   319-530-7638 
 

Rev. Sherry Lohman 
   319-621-1828 
 

(If Pastor Sam is unavailable) 

… to everyone who purchased fruit 
and/or flower cards from me during my 
high school career.  

Because of you, I was able to go to Eu-
rope with my orchestra. I traveled and 
played music all across Europe with 
some amazing people. I also went to 
Disney World in Florida with my choir 

to sing at Stetson University. We spent four days spending time in 
Magic Kingdom, Animal Kingdom, Hollywood Studios and Universal 
Studios. I had so much fun on my performing arts trips thanks to 
you all. Your generosity made my dreams a reality; I had such an 
amazing high school experience. 

Thanks Again! Arielle Soemadi 

George E. Minot Jr., father of 
George Minot, who died on March 
17. Memorial service is pending; 
Frank Roberts, husband of Mary 

Roberts, who died March 17. Service was held at Gay & 
Ciha on March 21 with Rev. Gary Burnett; Bob 
Woodburn, who died March 20. Funeral was held at 
FPC on March 30 with Pastor Sam; Judy Franz, mother 
of Jeff Franz, who died April 9. Funeral at FPC on April 
17, led by Pastor Sam. 

5/10 Susan Van Duyn-Phipps 
5/11 Rory Kate Cargill 
5/11 Quincy Cargill 
5/11 Ashley Nicholson 
5/12 Darin Schroeder 
5/13 Janet Bain 
5/13 Esther Puderbaugh 
5/13 Sully Steen 
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Music Ministry Schedule for May 
As we wind down to the end of another season of 
singing, all of the music ministries will begin enjoying a 
well-deserved summer break.  

Junior Choir 
Will sing for worship on Mother’s 
Day, May 10. Their end of year choir 
party will be on Thursday, May 7. 
They will gather at 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
for dinner and ice cream, “The 
Way,” and to celebrate a year of 
song. We will recognize Grade 6 
graduates with the gift of their own 
personalized hymnal. 

Youth Choir 
Will have their final rehearsal on Thursday,  
May 7. They will sing for worship on Youth Sunday and 
Senior Recognition, May 10, recognizing senior 
graduates, singing favorite anthems, and celebrating 
the year. 

Sanctuary Choir 

The Sanctuary Choir will sing through May 31. Final 
Wednesday rehearsal will be on Wed., May 27. 
Thereafter, the choir men will sing on June 7 and choir 
women on June 14. On those Sundays we will gather at 
9:30 am on Sunday mornings to rehearse for that day’s 
worship leadership.  

JuBELLation Choir 

This choir will rehearse through May 31. They will also 
be ringing during worship on May 31 for the final time 
this Spring. However, there will be no rehearsal on May 
25, Memorial Day weekend. 

FPC Brass 

This ensemble’s last regular rehearsal will be May 17, 
but they will play in worship on May 31 and then 
disperse for the summer. 

Woodwind Ensemble 

This group’s final rehearsal for this spring is May 18. 

Summer soloists 
Our Singing Choirs, FPC Brass and 
JuBELLation Choir graciously provide 
worship leadership from September 
through June. For the Sundays from 
June 21–Sept. 6, they will get a well-
deserved vacation. During that time 
we welcome soloists to provide music 
each Sunday for our 10:00 a.m. 
service. Adults who have musical gifts 

you’d like to share, whether vocal or instrumental, college 
students home for the summer, children and youth who have 
appropriate repertoire for worship—all are welcome to sign 
up for a Sunday of music leadership. There is a sign-up sheet 
on the choir room door (down the hall near the bathrooms), 
or you may contact Tammy Schroeder at the church office, 
351-2660 ext. 108, or email her at 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Jazz Combo to lead in worship  

on Sunday, April 19 at 10:30 a.m. 
At our 10:30 a.m. service on 
April 19 we will be led in song 
by John Rapson and his Jazz 
combo. Mr. Rapson is the chair 
of the Jazz Studies program at 
UI and is a composer, 
trombonist and pianist. The 
hymns and other service music 
that we will do on April 19 have 
been arranged or composed by 
him. 

John and friends will be joined by Emily Guthe and our 
Sanctuary Choir as we lift our voices in praise. Join us for this 
meaningful Eastertide service of Word, Song and Holy 
Communion.  

American Handel Society Concerts in Iowa City Coming Soon 
 

On April 22-26 a joint meeting of the American Handel Society and the Society for 17th-Century Music will take place in Iowa 
City. It includes three musical events that are open to the public.  

Thursday, April 23 at St. Mary’s Church, Iowa City: Claudio Monteverdi, “1610 Vespers of the Blessed Virgin.” Performed by 
the UI Kantorei, soloists and instrumentalists, conducted by Timothy Stalter. Pre-concert lecture 6:45-7:15 by Jeffrey Kurtz-
man (Washington University, St Louis). Performance of the Vespers at 7:30. Free admission. 

Friday, April 24 at UI Riverside Recital Hall. A concert of 18th-century music for organ and flute by J.S. Bach, G.F. Handel, C.P.E 
Bach and others. 5 p.m. Free admission. 

Saturday, April 25 at West High School, Iowa City. G.F. Handel’s oratorio Judas Maccabaeus. Chamber Singers of Iowa City, 
soloists and orchestra, David Puderbaugh conducting. 6:30-7:00 p.m., Pre-concert lecture by Jordan Smith, UI Department of 
Religious Studies. 7:15 p.m., performance of the oratorio. Tickets available at the door. 
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Handel’s MESSIAH to be presented as Liturgy and Song 

on Sunday, May 3 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

On Sunday, May 3 our 10:30 a.m. worship will include the Easter portion of G.F. 
Handel’s Messiah, a meditation on Christ, the Messiah, transcendent anointed 
king promised by the prophets. Though most often done in concert settings, as 
music editor Christopher H. Gibbs remarks, “It finds itself at home during the 
worship setting because although called an Oratorio, it is not dramatic but properly a Collection of Hymns or Anthems 
drawn from the sacred Scriptures.”  

The first performance of Messiah took place during Eastertide on April 13, 1742. Starting in 1750, Messiah began to 
be presented in annual performances. Though festive performances of Messiah during the Christmas season are a 
firmly established tradition, Handel and his librettist, Charles Jennens, intended it to be performed at Easter. Handel 
performed it some three dozen times—every time, it should be noted, around Easter. Therefore, it seems an 
appropriate addition to our Eastertide worship here at FPC. It will be presented by our Sanctuary Choir, soloists, and 
orchestra and will be a service not to be missed. 

Various legends inevitably surround such a famous and long-lived composition. It is known that Handel, a devout 
Lutheran, wrote most of the work in some three weeks time, secluding himself beginning on August 22, 1741. And 
some say that Handel emerged at some point during the creative process, proclaiming: “I did think I did see all 
Heaven before me, and the great God himself!” In the 1750s Handel gradually lost his eyesight and passed away on 
April 14 (Easter Sunday), 1759.  

 

Spiritual Mentoring Group – Open Invitation To All 
 

The new Spiritual Mentoring group has begun meeting and will continue to meet on  
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. for 1 hour in Coover Lounge. 

If you couldn’t make it to the first meeting, here’s what you missed. The group 
created group guidelines: confidentiality, respect and receiving what others offer, 
even if you disagree, speaking only for yourself about beliefs, feelings, and 
responses, listening, avoiding cross-talk, interrupting or trying to fix another’s 
problems. Don’t be afraid of silence. 

The group talked about expectations of the group—what we were looking/hoping 
for, including Listening for God, mindfulness, sharing our faith with one another, 
spiritual growth, to be still, friendship/faith, intentionality, accountability, 
discipleship, seeing God in the ordinary as well as the extraordinary, discovering the 
realm of God within. 
 

 We talked about sharing ideas that may draw us closer to God. 

 We took time to be still and listen for God. 

 We proposed that folks consider a name we might call ourselves. 
 

If this sounds like something that’s calling to you, come join us. 

Peace be with you— 

Sherry Lohman and Louise Gisolfi are the conveners of this ministry.  
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NAMI Walk April 25 
Recovery is possible! Mental Health impacts everyone, including our Veterans we work so hard to serve. We are 
again forming a team to represent VA’s commitment to helping those in need at this year’s National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) walk. This is a time we can show support to our community and celebrate recovery 
journeys. If you are interested in joining “Team VA 2015” to walk on April 25 at 10:00 a.m., at Terry Trueblood 
Recreation Area, Iowa City, contact Dr. Kayla McKibben at extension 6129, or by email at 
Kayla.McKibben@va.gov.  

In 1940, First Presbyterian Church celebrated its centennial with various events and 
activities. Among these were special Sunday services, a pageant, publication of a 
church history, and former pastors returning to attend a special program that lasted 
three days.  

As previously noted, the Chancel Choir was greatly enhanced by members from the 
Westminster Fellowship. In 1940 the choir numbered 100 voices, 78% of which were 
students. The average attendance was 52, with an average of 65 active members. 

University students listing Presbyterian as a church preference numbered 927. Of that amount 67 were members 
of First Presbyterian and 14 were affiliated members. In the prewar period, the Westminster Fellowship of 
students presented a morning chapel program over WSUI radio. Lasting a week, it carried a theme of collegiate 
Christianity. They also hosted Westminster Fellowship at their annual conferences at Coe College and Iowa State 
College. 

By spring of 1942 the realities of another World War had become apparent, and the church entered the war effort 
in ways both literal and symbolic. Reminiscent of the First World War, the American and Christian flags were again 
placed in the sanctuary. The organist resigned to join the war effort, the church fellowship hall was opened to 
soldiers and naval cadets, and a quarterly news sheet was sent to those serving away from home. The demands 
made on the congregation were felt in numerous ways: 54 men and 2 women were serving in the military and 
large numbers were active in civilian defense and in Red Cross work.  

 
 

World War II had a significant impact on the lives of students and consequently their association with First 
Presbyterian Church. In the immediate prewar period there were nearly 1,000 Presbyterian students at the 
University. During the 1943, 1944 years, that number had dwindled by half. This reduction in size of the student 
body and faculty had the corresponding effect of thinning the ranks of the congregation and the choir, the latter 
by nearly 50%. Attendance at student activities was curtailed as a result of three major factors: (1) crowded days 
and weeks due to accelerated schedules, (2) the desire of men and women to be together as much as possible 
before war separated them, (3) regular dates of the cadets with women students on Sunday afternoons, and (4) 
the unsettled minds of students and others in general. 

Another consequence of the social disruption of the times was that 30% of the total membership were living 
elsewhere, many of whom were the congregation’s most active members. This contributed to a shortfall in 
meeting the budget and in willing hands to conduct programs. By April 1945 there were 97 listed on the Honor 
Roll of those in military service with gold stars beside 5 of the names of those who had been killed in action. 

The conclusion of the war brought a restoration of prewar activities. In addition to Sunday afternoon vespers, 
social activities resumed at a normal pace. Enhanced by the G.I. Bill, enrollment figures at the University began to 
reflect the start of the postwar boom in college attendance. In 1944, the names of 390 Presbyterians were on file. 
By 1946 the list had grown to 572 plus 200 pre-flight cadets. Of that number about 150 were married, which 
called for specialized planning for 300 young men and women. In response, the Westminster M&M Club, a 
Presbyterian married student group, was formed. They met once a month for potluck suppers, and all were 
invited to share in regular student activities.  

A Moment in History—175 Years  
By Dwight M. Miller 
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The Session met March 10, 2015 in Coover Lounge at  
7 p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the 
Christ candle. Elder Ken Fisher read from the story of 
Jesus in Galilee and led us in prayer. 

Session approved a letter to Whitehouse Presbyterian 
Church in Belfast, N. Ireland thanking them for 
sponsoring Will Massey. Pastor Sam shared the letter 
with the Whitehouse church when he visited with them 
in March. 

Session approved Jim and Sylvia Martins’ request to be 
removed from FPC membership as they have moved to 
Illinois. 

Elder Ann Grosscup made a brief report about the FPC 
website report. Lara Marsh will provide more information 
about the website data at a future time. 

The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was 
received.  

The minutes of the annual congregational meeting held 
on February 22, 2015 were approved, as were the 
corrected minutes of the February 17, 2015 stated 
session meeting.  

Elder Carol Ulch made a brief presentation for the REALM 
Planning Ministry. A rough draft of the demographics of 
the community has been drawn up. The committee is still 
working on it and it should be a readable document in 
three to four weeks. The FPC consultant is working on a 
process for interviewing area social services heads. Elder 

Perry Ross commended Carol and Pastor Sam for all 
the work they are doing. 

Servanthood Ministry’s request for special offerings to 
be held on June 28, July 26, and September 13, 2015 
was approved. 

Session then approved a request by Jane Skinner, on 
behalf of Church Women United, to collect donated 
items (likely in May) for hotel packets of personal 
items/toiletries that will be provided to area under-
served individuals who are housed in area motels 
while they await more permanent housing in Johnson 
County. 

Equipping Ministry reported that 13 children attended 
the children’s ministry service explanation held during 
Sunday worship service on February 15, 2015. 

Elder Vern Dengler, member of the Building and 
Grounds Committee, summarized the boiler and air 
handler problems in the church building and the 
options for possible work to be done. The cost for 
repairs will come from the B&G budget. 

Elder Richard Van Rheeden gave a brief report of the 
166th stated meeting of the Presbytery. 

Session approved adjourning with the sharing of joys 
and concerns, and Pastor Sam closed the meeting with 
prayer. The next meeting will be April 21, 2015, 7 p.m. 
in Coover Lounge. 

Session Highlights 

-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

MONEY 

MATTERS 
Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker 

Trust, Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

January $36,261.91 $218.07 $36,479.98  $41,967.51 -$5,487.53 

February $59,361.39 $804.12 $60,165.51  $74,728.70 -$14,563.19 

March $42,003.83 $38,220.47 $80,224.30  $44,627.63 $35,596.67 

2015 Totals $137,627.13 $39,242.66 $176,869.79  $161,323.84 $15,545.95 
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Christian Education Corner 

Equipping Ministry 

Calendar of Family and Education 

Events at FPC 

April 15, 2015 – May 15, 2015 
 

Saturday, April 18 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Sunday School planning retreat in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, April 19 
9:15–10:15 a.m. Family Ministry Roundtable 
Discussion, rm 14 
1–3 p.m. Family & Faith Gathering, Earth Day at 
City Park 

Thursday, April 23 
 5:30–6:15 p.m. The Way meets in the Youth 
 Room 

Sunday, May 3 
10:30 a.m. worship, Youth Sunday and Senior 
Recognition 

Thursday, May 14 
 5:30–6:15 p.m. The Way, Final Youthursday Nights 

Sunday, May 17 
Final Sunday of CE 
Program for the year 

Thank you to all who made First 
Presbyterian’s Easter season such a fun and exciting 
time! Christ is Risen and we got to celebrate with a 
powerful Easter vigil service, celebratory morning 
services featuring brass and timpani, and even had 
an Easter Breakfast with egg hunt! It was truly great 
to see so many people with energy and passion for 
their faith! Below are a couple pictures of the 
morning’s festivities.  
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Children & Youth at FPC! 

Children are the lifeblood of every congregation, and that is no different at FPC! For that reason, we encourage 
children to join us in worship, and invite them to enjoy the worship activity bags found on the coat tree just 
outside the sanctuary doors. Because of their importance in worship, we even devote a portion of the service 
to them! Children are encouraged to participate in the Time with Children each week during the service. 

For the smallest of us, our Nursery is provided for children 5 and under. The nursery is located on the lower 
level of the building and is available for use for Sunday morning worship, as well as during special worship 
services and events throughout the year. Childcare for those too young for classes is provided during the 
Sunday School hour. Our childcare staff, headed by Deb Torrens-Semler, is dedicated to making our nursery a 
safe and comfortable environment for all its guests. 

Sunday School for Children and Youth 

9:15 a.m.–10:15 a.m. 

Preschoolers (ages 2-4+): You may gather at the 
Creation Station every Sunday morning. Our time 
together begins with music with Darlene, followed by 
a Bible story, related art activities and games. 

Children (grades K-5): You are invited to gather at the 
FPSea! each Sunday. Children are divided into groups 
by age; each group is led by a “lifeguard,” a volunteer 
who will serve as a guide. 

April’s rotation taught us all about Doubting Thomas. 
Through games, movies, art and drama we were able 
to learn more about what it means to truly believe in 
God. 

May’s rotation will be All About the Bible!  

Middle School (grades 6-8): Middle school students 
will meet in the “ROCK” room; the Reform 
curriculum that is used empowers youth to explore 
their faith by asking questions they wonder about. 
This class is led by Jeremy and Amy Fletcher. 

Senior High (grades 9-12): High schoolers gather in 
the Youth Room. Youth come to discuss their own 
life experiences and questions raised from their 
experience in society. Discussion is aimed at 
bridging those ideas with theological concepts, 
which they can then apply to their daily lives. 
Discussion in February is led by Pastor Sam, and 
subsequent months will be taught by both Jim 
Cochrane and Dan Thedens. 

 

Are you looking for ways to incorporate 
simple faith practices into your  

family’s busy schedule? 

 

 
 
Visit Vibrant Faith at Home: 
www.vibrantfaithathome.org 

It’s free to subscribe, and you’ll find simple, faith-
deepening activities for families in every stage of life. 
Whether a young couple, new kids, elementary 
children or high schoolers, you will find a treasure 
trove of faith-strengthening activities and discussions 
that you can add to your nightly routine. Build some 
faith-building activities into your school year right 
from the start! 

Equipping Ministry 

As Jacob used a rock for a pillow 

— later to become a pillar honoring 

God—which of the following did 

he experience in a dream?  
 

 Angels going up and down on a 

ladder between earth and heav-

en.  

 The Lord promising that Jacob’s 

family would be a blessing to all 

nations.  

C. God’s assurance: “Know that I 

am with you and will keep you 

wherever you go.”  

D. All of the above.  

Bible Quiz 

Answer: D (See Genesis 28:10-19.)  
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More Activities for Children, Youth & Families! 

Equipping Ministry 

The Way (3rd-5th grades) 
Make a SPLASH at The WAY! 

All 3rd-5th Graders are invited for an evening of wet and 

wild science experiments, games and discussions all 

about water! 

When: Thursday, April 23 

Time: 5:30-6:15 Games and Activities (Youth Room) 

 6:15-6:45 Dinner (Ryerson Fellowship Hall) 

 6:45-7:30 Junior Choir (optional, but encouraged) 

Come for as much as you can—friends welcome! 

Make it rain nursery items! If you are able, please bring 

some diapers/wipes, formula or baby food to be donated 

to the Crisis Center of Johnson County. 

The Rock (6-8 grades)  
The Rock (6th–8th grade) meets every Thursday night for 
dinner, fun, and fellowship. Dinner is first at 6:15, followed 
by programming in The Rock room until 7:30. Friends are 
welcome. The prayer wall in The Rock room is expanding 
and participants are becoming more confident praying 
together at the end of each fellowship time. All are 
welcome to join us in discussion, games and prayer every 
week! 

Rock-Out at The Rock’s Lock-In! 
All 6th-8th graders are invited to join us Friday, April 24th 
for a lock-in here at the church! From 8:30pm-8:30am 
we’ll be playing games, hanging out and having a late 
night worship! (Maybe we’ll even get a little sleep, too…) 

The Edge (9-12 grades) 
Join us every Thursday night for an evening of dinner, fellowship and 
conversation! We eat dinner together as a large group and engage in 
fellowship with one another before breaking into age-divided groups 
for discussion, games and hangout time. Also, don’t forget to “Like” 
us on Facebook! 

For more information, contact Jim Cochrane at 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 

Interfaithful Moms Gathering 
The Interfaithful Moms Gathering connects diverse women of 
many faith and religious backgrounds the first and third 
THURSDAYS of the month from 9:30-11 am on the lower 
level. Gatherings incorporate speakers, stories, discussions, and 
activities that weave together themes of motherhood and 
faith. Moms young and old are invited to experience the diverse 
perspectives, compelling conversations, and transformative 
relationships that make our world more peaceful. Quality 
childcare is provided. For more information, contact Amanda 
Edwards (amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org) or visit  
http://interfaithfulmoms.com.  

Family Fellowship Outings 

The Family Fellowship outing for March took place on the 22nd at 
Coral Ridge Ice Arena! It was an absolute blast “chilling” with 
some of the church’s young people and getting to know other 
families! If you’re interested in attending more of these outings, 
please join us on April 19 for a celebration of Earth Day at City 
Park, from 1–3 p.m.! For more information, contact Jim Cochrane! 

Easter Sunday at FPC! 
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Judas Maccabaeus on April 25 
 

Chamber Singers of Iowa City will be performing “Judas Maccabaeus” by Handel on Saturday evening, April 21. The 
preconcert talk by Jordan Smith, “Judas Maccabaeus: God’s Divine Hammer,” will begin at 6:30 p.m., and the con-
cert will follow at 7:15 p.m. The Chamber Singers’ season ends with a full performance of Handel’s triumphant ora-
torio on the story of Judas Maccabee, the Jewish leader who freed his people from foreign domination in the second 
century B.C. Chorus, soloists, and orchestra join forces for this monumental work, which includes such favorites as 
“See the Conquering Hero Comes,” “Arm Ye Brave,” and “Hallelujah! Amen!” This performance, open to the public, 
is the grand finale of the national conference of the American Handel Society. Don’t miss this unforgettable perfor-
mance at West High School Auditorium on Saturday, April 25. 

Opportunities for Ongoing Education 

Cool, Clear Water: Sustainably Clean Water 
Where does our water come from? What is the “water 
crisis” and how can I help ensure sustainable, clean 
water for generations to come? Join Perry Ross and 
others from the community in exploring these 
questions and finding answers during this spring social 
justice series. Through dialogue with speakers from 
the University of Iowa and Coe College and field trips 
to treatment plants, we hope to gain a deeper 
understanding of how water affects our lives and how 
we can ensure a sustainable future. The schedule for 
the class is as follows: 

April 19, 9:00 a.m. in Coover Lounge – Dr. David 
Cwiertny (U of I, Dept. of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering), overview of our water resource. 

April 25 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m. – A visit to Iowa City 
Water Treatment Plant, where our water comes from. 
We will meet at the plant and are limited to the first 
15 people who sign up. 

May 3, 9:15 a.m. in Coover Lounge – Paula Sanchini 
(Coe College), clean water for Africa. 

May 9 (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – A visit to Iowa City’s 
Sewage Treatment Plant, where our water goes. We 
will meet at the plant and are limited to the first 15 
people who sign up. 

May 17, 9:15 a.m. in Coover Lounge “What can we 
do?” 

 

FPC Book Club! 
Please join the FPC Book Club in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall April 29 from 
Noon – 1:00 p.m. for fellowship and 
book talk! This month we will be 

discussing Laura Hillenbrand’s book Unbroken. 
Recently made into a blockbuster film, we will explore 
this story about courage, perseverance and, most 
importantly, faith. Be sure to pack a lunch or snack, a 
beverage will be provided. If you have any questions, 
please call Janet Walker at 358-6737. All are welcome! 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Join Sadie May with Pastor Sam in discussion and 
reflection as we travel through the Bible. All are welcome 
to Coover Lounge, 9:30–10:30 a.m. on Wednesday 
mornings. In March we started discussing the Book of 
Mark, and it has been very fun and thought-provoking. If 
you enjoy good fellowship as well as stimulating 
conversation, this is the group for you! We hope to see 
you there! 

FPC Men’s Spiritual Formation Group  

Led by John Barr and Tom Martin, come to the Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. No matter your 
age, these discussions about living as a male Christian in 
modern society will help you reexamine and strengthen 
your faith. The men meet almost every Wednesday for 
breakfast and Bible Study. 

Sunday Morning Bible 

Study 

Do you love going to church but are 
looking for a way to dive deeper into 
Sunday morning’s lectionary texts? If 
that’s the case, come to Sunday Morning Bible Study 
led by George Minot! We meet every Sunday from 9:15
–10:15 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall to examine the 
morning’s texts and find new ways to interpret stories 
we’ve heard our entire lives. Discussion is lively and we 
are always looking for new faces to join us—We hope 
you’ll be one! 

Weeknight Young Adult Bible Study 

As an attempt to reach out to our broader Iowa City 
community, George Minot will also be leading a Young 
Adult Bible Study. This group will spend time examining 
biblical texts through the lens of a young adult, while 
engaging in fellowship and community building. They 
meet every Monday night from 7:00–8:00 p.m. at The 
Java House in Downtown. Come join us for fruitful 
discussion and a nice cup of joe! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jim at the 
church at jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org or at 
351-2660. 

Equipping Ministry 
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Christian Girls High School, Pasrur Pakistan 
The construction of four additional classrooms on the second floor along with the toilet block is now complete. 
These four classrooms were added to the first floor classrooms previously completed by First Presbyterian Church 
Iowa City. With these classrooms the Pasrur girls will be able to complete school through grade twelve. This will 
open many new possibilities to them. ZOR Engineers handed over the classrooms to the school. The children are 
delighted with their new classrooms!  

The Friends of Pasrur group is continuing to collect used cellphones and other items to support our 
project at the Christian Girls School in Pasrur, Pakistan. Look for the bin under the Friends of Pasrur 
table as you enter Ryerson Fellowship Hall.  
 

We earn money for the following items  
to be recycled:  
 

Cell phones, 
Ink cartridges 
Digital cameras 
iPads, 
Laptops  
 

Help the environment, help Friends of Pasrur! Thank you! 

We cannot accept:  
 

Toner cartridges 
Phone cases or charging cords 
Wireless landline phones 
Computer peripherals such as a mouse, 
cords, or keyboards 
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT  

just Circle Membership! 

There are opportunities for every woman in the church 

 to be involved in some way. 

See how our women are making a difference! 

Women’s Spring 

Brunch 

A Spring Brunch event is 
planned for 10:30 a.m. on 
April 25 in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall for every 
woman and girl in the church 
along with friends and 
neighbors. You will not want 
to miss out! A very tasty brunch will be served 
complete with non-alcoholic mimosas. An amazing 
program with the Champagne Academy of Irish 
Dancers will follow the brunch. All of this for $10 – 
sign up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall and pay later at 
the door of the event. Come singly if you prefer or 
begin to make plans now with a friend, a daughter, a 
niece, a mother, whoever…but DO plan to come. 

Church-wide Gathering 

The Church-wide Gathering is close to home this 
year. It will be in Minneapolis from June 18 – 21. 
This is an amazing gathering of Presbyterian women 
from all around the world. The planned 
programming is superior and the opportunities for 
learning and fellowship are truly life-changing. There 
are scholarships available from our Presbytery PW 
to cover the cost of the registration. A few of our 
members have already made plans to attend. Be a 
part of the group!  

For more information contact Nancy Ross, 319- 
337-5436 or therosses@mchsi.com. 

for Sten Gustaf Thulin 
 

the US goes through an estimated 100 billion a year 
consuming an estimated 12 million barrels of oil to make them, 
for an average of 20 minutes of use, 
discarded they take 1000 years to rot 
small pieces are ingested by marine animals 
found on beaches by small children 
cause flooding in Manila and Bangladesh 
Mobil Oil ran with it in the 1970s 
a market for their fossil-fuel-derived by-product, polyethylene 
oh swede, did you know what you were doing when you invented 
that first plastic bag in 1962? 

                          ~ by Martha Schut 

Rags to Stitches 

Rags to Stitches has continued making small bags to be given to 
first time guests to our church filled with info and goodies and 
are pleased at how many have been distributed. It’s great to be 
a part of welcoming new comers. We have also continued 
making Fidget quilts and imitation fur muffs for Iowa City 
Hospice and Systems Unlimited. Five quilts have recently been 
given. A new project was making 40 cloth napkins for residents 
in the rehab center at the Washington, Iowa Presbyterian Home. 
We will soon be working on small quilts for the children at Home 
Ties daycare and will need help cutting squares as well as 
assembling. A date will be announced. Y’all come! 

Circles 

Eve Circle will meet May 5 at 7:00 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship 
Hall. 
Martha Circle will meet May 15 at 9:30 a.m. in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall.  

Church Women United 

Church Women United will celebrate May Friendship Day at St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 2675 E Washington St., Iowa 
City on Friday, May 1 at 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. There will be a 
salad luncheon with a short program, “Journey of the 
Caregiver.” Following lunch there will be an opportunity to 
assemble hotel stay care packages for DVIP. These packages are 
given to women and children when they must stay in a hotel 
due to the DVIP Shelter being full. Bring your donated items for 
this project. Items such as peanut butter, crackers of all kinds, 
canned foods with pop-tops, fruit snacks, granola bars, drinks, 
personal products (feminine hygiene products, facial soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, comb/brush), quiet toys, underwear/
socks (adult women and children). Bring donations for the kits to 
the meeting with you.  
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Needles, Hooks  

and Yarn 

Join us at church on Saturdays 
from 9:30—11:30 as we knit, 
crochet and share fellowship. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 
 LITURGICAL ARTS 
Darlene Bergman 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ORGANIST 
Pablo Gorin 
pablo.gorin@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
  HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR 
Edna Mae Fisher 
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN 
Emily Guthe 
emily.guthe@gmail.com 

CHRISITAN EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR 
George Minot  
george.minot@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CE  
Jim Cochrane (began Aug. 25) 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ASST. FOR YOUTH PROGRAMS  
Amanda Edwards (beganSept. 1) 
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

 
 

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
except holidays or when announced 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

~ Mark your calendars for Future 

175th Anniversary celebrations ~ 

May 31 
 

Rev. Ed Morgan preaching, 

lunch and program to follow 

worship. 

September 11-13 
 

Rev. Tom Brown preaching, 

Final Celebration weekend 

with activities throughout the 

weekend at Old Brick and FPC 


