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Pentecost Sunday 
Wear Red! Celebrate the Church’s Birthday! 

On Sunday, May 24, we will again celebrate 
Pentecost, the 50th day of the Easter season, when 
the church gathers to celebrate the ongoing life of the 
Holy Spirit, who is its breath, vitality, and inspiration. 
The drama of one of the most amazing events in the 
New Testament will be played out in scripture, song, 
and symbol. We will see and hear powerful and vivid 
images of the rush of the violent wind, tongues of fire that astonished 
crowds throughout the Mediterranean world.  

Once again the church reads the account of how the Spirit was poured out 
on that first Pentecost. Pentecost is often thought of as the church’s 
birthday celebration. And certainly, we too can celebrate the gift of the 
Spirit that is ours today, enlivening our faith and invigorating our ministry 
and witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection in the world. 

It is this congregation’s tradition to wear something red in witness to the 
Spirit’s presence with us. Come worship with us on Pentecost Sunday to see 
and hear first-hand what the Spirit might be saying to the church.  

Beginning May 24—Memorial Day weekend 
Summer Worship Time 10:00 a.m. 

 

Beginning May 31 

Christian Education 9:15-9:45 a.m. 
Gather at 9:00 a.m. for beverages and fellowship. 

Classes start promptly at 9:15 a.m. 

Pentecost Offering, May 24—Building Faith-Filled Futures 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the 
arrival of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. 
With the Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle 
for business as usual but can know the transforming, 
redeeming love of God that makes the impossible, 
possible. The Pentecost Offering is one of the four 
Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Gifts to the Pentecost Offering unite young people in 
Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, 
and unique gifts with the church and the world. 
Presbyterian congregations are finding new ways to 
minister to children at risk in their own 
communities. General Assembly programs are 
advocating for children and developing youth and 
young adult leaders. Since 1998, Presbyterians of all 
ages have raised more than $11 million for ministries 
that benefit younger members of God’s family. We 

believe we are called to do even more to support and care for young 
people. They are the future of our faith and world. Proceeds from 
this offering are shared as follows: 

—40% remains with our congregation for ministries with 
children and youth.   
—10% supports the national “Educate a Child” initiative, which 
the 221st General Assembly (2014) affirmed. Along with the 
Global Ministries aspect of the “Educate a Child” initiative, the 
goal is for Presbyterians to better the lives of one million 
children in the next three years.  
—25% goes to support ministries with youth aged 12–18 and 
those called to accompany them.  
—25% goes to Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) opportunities.  

To learn more about the specific programs that benefit from this 
offering, go to presbyterianmission.org/Pentecost. Please 
prayerfully consider your contribution to the 2015 Pentecost 
offering. 
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! This letter is 
long toward the end of being thorough. For those of you who 
want your memos to be one page and in eighth grade English 
as one of our former Presidents demanded, do yourself a 
favor and just skip to the next article! 

On behalf of the REALM Planning Ministry, I thank those 100 
of you (so far) willing to be interviewed by our consultant, 
Tim McCoy, and Carol Ulch. They took notes of key words 
and phrases used by you, and it is my task to record these 
into qualitative software and do some simple analysis. If you 
recall, you were asked one question with two foci to it: What 
are the needs of the community and what are the needs of 
the church? You were then asked follow-up questions that 
invited you to explain your responses more fully.  

On the one hand, it is hoped that the analysis will reveal 
commonalities between interviews. These commonalities 
will give us a picture of our congregation’s continuing 
identity, i.e. the persistent sense of need and calling that 
characterizes us as a people.  

On the other hand, the comments that are unique to only 
one or two interviews – the outliers - can represent the 
possibilities for congregational initiatives in new directions. 
Knowing both the consistent and the divergent answers is of 
value in order for us to compare the congregational 
interviews with two other sources of data.  

As a second source of data, Tim, along with able volunteers, 
is interviewing community agency leaders and some of the 
people they are serving. One question being asked of them is 
similar to one of the questions asked of you: What are the 
needs of the community? The second question Tim and his 
volunteers are asking these community members goes in a 
slightly different direction, however. It asks, “What are the 
gaps in service to the community and how might the church 
serve in those gaps?” 

Serving as a third source of data, a demographic study is 
being performed by Elder Carol Ulch that is based on data 
collected over the last few years by government agencies. 
She is especially gifted and trained for performing this type 
of study. 

It is anticipated that the three sources of data will form a 
triangle, within which some important conclusions can be 
drawn. Specifically, the goal is 

 to discern how the congregation’s assessment of 
congregational and community needs matches the 
community’s own assessments of its needs, and then  

 to check those matches against what the demographic 
data says.  

Triangulation of data streams is an attempt to keep some 
level of what might be termed objectivity (reliability and 
validity), although admittedly we are not doing this study 
with the same rigor as might be demanded of a successful 
dissertation. Yet perhaps more importantly, we are 
depending on the congregation to tell us, prior to their final 
adoption, if the goals and strategies recommended sound 
like God’s will for us.  

The comparison of data streams will suggest priorities 
emerging from the congregation’s identity that match 
community challenges. These matches are possible callings: 
Where the church’s great passions meet the word’s deep 
needs, to paraphrase Fred Buechner. Yet there is a second 
set of matches that might be made: The gaps in service 
identified by the community may represent the possibility 
for creative ministry for First Presbyterian Church. In these 
gaps, outlying creative insights emerging from the 
congregation may come into play. Intransigent problems are 
often the ones that require out-of-the-box thinking.  

(Continued on page 15) 

One of the Board of Deacons’ on-going caring ministries is 
sending cards to members of our congregation. Currently, 
Mary Linn sends birthday cards to members celebrating 85 
years young and more; get-well or encouragement cards to 
members who are ill or recovering from injury or surgery; 
sympathy cards to members experiencing an immediate 
family loss; anniversary cards to members celebrating 
significant wedding milestones, plus other appropriate 
cards. Information is obtained from church records, staff 
members of our church, by monitoring the electronic 
prayer chain and from YOU! If you know of a member who 
will appreciate receiving a care card and we unfortunately 
missed the opportunity to send them a card, please notify 
one of your Deacon Pairs or the church office at 351-2660. 

Another way you can assist this ministry is to send a card 
yourself. Maybe there is a friend you haven’t seen for a 
while or a neighbor who lent a helping hand. Send that 

person a note to let them know 
you are thinking about them or to 
express your appreciation. 

The Deacons would like to express our gratitude and 
appreciation to all of you who contributed to the annual 
Easter flower project this spring. Many of you contributed 
toward the purchase of the flowers or took time after the 
Easter service to deliver flowers to people who were not 
able to leave home to attend the service. Not only did you 
help beautify the sanctuary for the Easter service, you 
brought a little cheer to the recipients and let them know 
that they are an important part of the FPC community.  

We would also like to thank Tammy Foster, Tammy 
Schroeder, Saira Steen, and everyone who volunteers in the 
church office. They do so many things to help the Deacons 
and the other ministries work smoothly. Many of our 
ministries would not be possible without their efforts. 

Making Ministry Happen 
Board of Deacons 
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~ Mark your calendars for Final 175th Anniversary celebrations ~ 

May 31—Worship 
 

Rev. Ed Morgan preaching, 
lunch and program to follow 
worship. 

September 11-13—Worship 
 

Rev. Tom Brown, former pastor preaching 
David Richardson, retired organist at the organ 
Ed Raber—Bagpiper 
 

All-Church Fellowship—11:30 a.m.  
A catered meal will be provided, free-will donation 
Program 
Guest Speaker Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk,  
PC(USA) will speak on the state of the church. 
 

This final celebration weekend offers activities 
throughout the weekend at Old Brick and FPC. 
Included in this newsletter is a brochure with 
complete information. Mark your calendars now  
for this action-packed weekend celebration, which 
coincides with the birth date of FPC Iowa City 175 
years ago. 
 

Many brochures have been printed and are on a 
table in the narthex. We hope that you will take 
these and send them to long-time friends of FPC, 
those who have moved away, were married here, 
etc. Spread the news! Let’s make this a reunion 
weekend. 

All-Church Potluck —11:30 a.m.  
If your last name begins with A through H bring a salad, 
If your last name begins with I through R bring a main dish, 
If your last name begins with S through Z bring a dessert. 
Please bring your own table service. The committee will provide 
beverages. 
 

Program—12 noon 
The program includes: 
 Brief update on Pasrur mission by Ed Morgan and Jane 

Cranston 
 Introduction of ACTS Chapter 29—come to worship and the 

program to learn how you can participate in 175 Acts of 
kindness. 

 Unveiling of Mission Map illustrating all the places that First 
Church has had an impact around the world. 

 Participate in the Narrative Directory—share your faith story 

First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa, Historical Segment   
—by Dwight Miller 

 

By 1950, 1 in 10 students at the University indicated Presbyterian as their church preference. 
An effort was made to share the financial responsibility for over 800 students with the 
church at large in Iowa. The 1951 meeting of the Synod of Iowa recommended that each 
congregation in the state budget $1.00 per member, the income of which would be 
distributed to the, at that time, four Presbyterian affiliated colleges in Iowa (Parsons, Coe, 
Buena Vista, and Dubuque), and the Westminster Foundations at Iowa City, Ames, and 
Cedar Falls. Pastors and parents were in turn encouraged to urge their youth to participate 
in their respective campus Presbyterian religious activities. In addition to regional students, 
Presbyterians from Holland, Scotland, Austria, Egypt, Lebanon, Thailand, Korea, China, 
Japan, the Philippines, and Guatemala added a distinct international flavor to the Iowa City 
Presbyterian youth organizations.  

There was considerable political and social upheaval during and after WW II, in countries in Europe and elsewhere that 
had been overrun and otherwise vanquished by foreign armies. This vast disruption resulted in multitudes of homeless 
people. First Presbyterian Church responded to this catastrophe by sponsoring three displaced families: The Vladimir 
Koslov family in 1948, who were Russian refugees from Germany; the Max Pock family from Austria in 1955; and the 
Mievaldis Broze family from Germany in 1959, all of which came to Iowa City. The Koslovs later settled in New Haven, 
Connecticut, where his brother was a Russian Orthodox priest. Max Pock graduated from the University Of Iowa College 
of Law earning a JD with highest honors, and the Brose family subsequently moved to Beaverton, Oregon. All apparently 
became substantial, contributing citizens in their adopted country.  



Page 4 First Presbyterian Church May 15—July 15, 2015 

Announcing  

This Summer’s College of Preachers! 
You and I are blessed with a plethora of preachers who 
have agreed to share God’s Word with us on Sunday 
mornings while Pastor Sam takes his study leave for 
reading and writing (July) and vacation (first half of 
August). Each pastor will be “on call” for the week that 
follows his or her preaching date(s). Let us thank God 
for these gifted servants of the Lord! 

July 5 Sherry Lohman July 12 Gary Burnett  

July 19 Paul Aikin July 26 George Minot 

August 2 Warren Jensen August 9 Rebecca Blair  

August 16 Sherry Lohman 

Honoring Rabbi Portman 

The Agudas Achim Congregation is honoring Rabbi 
Portman on his retirement with a financial campaign. If 
you would like to know more about the synagogue’s 
plans or would like to contribute to the fund being 
established in his honor, contact Vickie by June 1 
(vlginsberg@hotmail.com) or Tom 
(gelman@ptlaw.com). 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

responds to earthquake disaster in Nepal 

The death toll from the massive earthquake in Nepal 
continues to rise. Nearly 4,000 are known dead and more 
than 6,000 were injured when the 7.8 quake struck just west 
of the capital of Kathmandu on April 25. 

PDA is providing emergency relief and short–term recovery in 
the impacted areas with our partner, ACT Alliance and its 
members who are already on the ground. Immediate 
response will help provide needed food, water, supplies and 
medicine to the impacted towns and villages. 

Give: Financial support for relief efforts can be designated to 
DR999999 with reference to Nepal. Gifts can be made online, 
by phone (800) 872-3283 weekdays between 8 a.m. and 6 
p.m. (EST), or checks can be mailed to Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburg, PA 15264-3700. 

Act: Learn how your congregation can help families who have 
lost everything in the devastation. Stay informed and like us 
on Facebook, download resources and share updates with 
your congregation. 

Pray: Pray for those who suffered loss of family or those who 
are working tirelessly to provide rescue, humanitarian aid, 
and spiritual and psychological support. For more 
information, visit www.pcusa.org/pda.  

In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The 
University of Iowa Foundation to establish a scholarship for deserving UI students 
who are members of First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.  

“Sharon and I have worked in education at the high school and university levels our 
whole lives,” William Oglesby said, “and we believe education is the biggest factor not only in one’s financial success, 
but in one’s aesthetic enjoyment of life.” Added Sharon Oglesby, “The scholarship seemed like a way to blend our 
lifelong commitments to education and to the Presbyterian Church.” The Oglesby Scholarship is awarded based on 
need and merit.  

Eligibility Criteria: 
 The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa. 

 The applicant must be attending The University of Iowa in 2015-16. 

 The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0. 

 Application must be made using the form available in the Church office.  

 The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of Iowa 
Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of Iowa Financial Aid office.  

 The application and all supportive documentation must be post marked or delivered to the Church 
office (2701 Rochester Ave., Iowa City, Iowa 52245) no later than June 1, 2015. 

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last Friday in 
June. One or more scholarships will be awarded. 

Applications are now being accepted for the  
William B. and Sharon P. Oglesby Scholarship at The University 
of Iowa – deadline is June 1. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PresbyteryofEastIowa/956520d041/f7d046c97d/79a2b7a56e/kn=4&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=Nzg2MjM0MDU4NDgS1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
tel:%28800%29%20872-3283
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PresbyteryofEastIowa/956520d041/f7d046c97d/495e4fdc04/kn=6&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=Nzg2MjM0MDU4NDgS1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PresbyteryofEastIowa/956520d041/f7d046c97d/3c3baac452/kn=5&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=Nzg2MjM0MDU4NDgS1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PresbyteryofEastIowa/956520d041/f7d046c97d/e92dd038d8
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May 15-31 
5/16 Faraja Bigaba 
5/17 Francis McConnell 
5/18 John Piro 
5/21 Leticia Mahinga 
5/22 Jim Claypool 
5/22 Kirsten Edwards 
5/23 Nancy Gardner 
5/24 Phillip Grimes 
5/24 Sarah Harris 
5/24 Matthew Lee 
5/25 Aziza Bigaba 
5/25 Ila Reid 
5/26 Ann Robinson 
5/27 Jan Erickson 
5/27 Brian Morris 
5/27 Larry Pugh 
5/29 Dorothy McGinnis 
5/29 Clyde Seery 
5/30 Brenda Bradley 
5/30 Jane Cranston 
5/30 Ashlyn Woodburn 
5/31 Ann Feddersen 
5/31 Scott Jeffers 
 

July 1-15 

Jack Hoak, Randy Howe, 
Herb Wilson, Linda Ulthe, 
and Karen Rubright 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

6/1 Chase Eckland 
6/1 Nathan Goddard 
6/3 Amy Fletcher 
6/3 Mark Harris 
6/3 Karen Hurt 
6/3 Dale Kraus 

June 

 

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by July 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

6/4 Alice Martin 
6/5 Ronald Schnack 
6/6 Rebecca Bigaba 
6/7 Tayler Foster 
6/7 Susan Massey 
6/8 Jennifer Adams 
6/9 Arielle Soemadi 
6/11 Cora Claypool 
6/11 Will Claypool 
6/11 Lee Ann Koch 
6/12 Paul Maxwell 
6/12 Don Ross 
6/12 Suzanne Summerwill 
6/13 Randy Howe 
6/14 Liz Lee 
6/15 Dale Sheets 
6/16 Jocelen Gudgeon 
6/16 Lara Marsh 
6/16 Nancy Stensvaag 
6/18 Gae Ellyn Gentzsch 
6/19 Kathryn Feagins 
6/20 Amy Dunkle 
6/20 Roxanne Gustaveson 
6/21 Gwyneth Forsythe 
6/22 Demetrius Christensen 
6/22 Ruth Westfall 
6/23 Jack Degner 
6/23 Brent Morgan 
6/25 Israel Mahinga 
6/25 Pete Van Gerpen 
6/28 Dordana Mason 
6/28 Pauline Miller 
6/29 Elliott Soemadi 
6/30 Alexandrea Christensen 

7/1 Ken Fisher 
7/1 Sara Miller 
7/1 John-Mark Stensvaag 
7/2 Mutula Kasiriba 
7/2 Flint Mahinga 
7/2 John Phipps 
7/2 Scott Pottorff 
7/2 Pat Van Gerpen 
7/3 William Oglesby 
7/3 Saira Steen 
7/4 Owen Frey 
7/4 Janet Grimes 
7/6 Rebecca Stockman 
7/7 Janice Baumback 
7/8 Shaun Roberts 
7/9 Sunhyoung Lee 
7/10 John Barr 
7/10 Jane Burton 
7/10 Mary Helen Kennerly 
7/12 Traci Taylor 
7/12 Janice Wilson 
7/13 Carolina Guerrero-Webb 
7/13 John Raffensperger 
7/14 Bob Youngquist 
7/15 Erica Dodge 

To Veda (Javaid) Gill and her husband on the 
approaching marriage of their daughter, Aized Gill, to 
Farah Khan on July 3, 2015! Please keep our friends in 
your prayers during this joyous occasion! 

To Ben Urick for being named the UI Outstanding 
Teaching Assistant in the Department of Pharmacy. 

Calvin Coker Martin, was born to 
Kayla McKibben and Travis Martin on 
April 16; Matthew Reed Morgan, was 
born to Becca and Brent Morgan on 
April 24. 

Keep an eye open  

for Summer Eat 

Out Group 

gatherings in 

upcoming  

bulletins and in 

Ryerson  

Fellowship Hall 

for sign ups. 
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Summer Soloists 

Our Singing Choirs, FPC Brass 
and JuBELLation Choir graciously 
provide worship leadership from 
September through June. For 
the Sundays from June 21-Sept. 
6, they will get a well-deserved 
vacation. During that time we 

welcome soloists to provide music each Sunday for our  
10:00 a.m. service. Adults who have musical gifts you’d 
like to share, whether vocal or instrumental, college 
students home for the summer, children and youth who 
have appropriate repertoire for worship—all are 
welcome to sign up for a Sunday of music leadership. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the choir room door (down 
the hall near the bathrooms), or you may contact Tammy 
Schroeder at the church office, 351-2660 ext. 108, or 
email her at tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Music Ministry Schedule for May 

As we wind down to the end of another season of 
singing, all of the music ministries will begin enjoying a 
well-deserved summer break.  

Junior Choir 
End of year choir party was on Thursday, May 7.  

Youth Choir 
Final rehearsal was on Thursday, May 7.  

Sanctuary Choir 
The Sanctuary Choir will sing through May 31. Final 
Wednesday rehearsal will be on Wed., May 27. 
Thereafter, the choir men will sing on June 7 and choir 
women on June 14. On those Sundays we will gather at 
9:30 am on Sunday mornings to rehearse for that day’s 
worship leadership.  

JuBELLation Choir 
This choir will rehearse through May 31. They will also 
be ringing during worship on May 31 for the final time 
this spring. However, there will be no rehearsal on  
May 25, Memorial Day weekend. 

FPC Brass 
This ensemble’s last regular rehearsal will be May 17, 
but they will play in worship on May 31 and then 
disperse for the summer. 

Woodwind Ensemble 
This group’s final rehearsal was May 4. 

T h a n k  Yo u  A r t s  M i n i s t r y  T e a m  

T 
hank you to all the members of our music and arts ensembles who have contributed to 
the ministry of FPC by their participation during the 2014—2015 church year:  

 Adult Hand Bell Choir 

 Woodwind Ensemble 

 Liturgical Art 

 Other Worship Leadership—lay leaders, readers, ushers, worship assistants 

 Liturgical Dance 

 Liturgical Drama 

 Music Intern 

Your gifts have contributed greatly to worship, and we appreciate your willingness to share 
your time and talents to the music ministry of FPC. 

EAT OUT GROUP 

Join Us at  

 

 

 

 
 

May 21 at 6 p.m. 

Hosts:  

Glenn & Audrey VanRoekel, 351-6723 

Music Ministry 
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Mary Palmberg Women Build 

The Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity’s 7th annual Women Build project is in honor of long-time Johnson County 
volunteer Mary Palmberg. (Mary is also a long-time member of FPC.) 

The goal of each year’s Women Build is to raise at least $50,000 in local contributions to help cover the cost of 
constructing a new home for a family in need and address our area’s shortage of affordable housing. Women Build 
relies heavily on volunteers to reduce labor costs, and is designed to empower women who may not feel comfortable 
volunteering at a male-dominated construction site, although male volunteers also are very welcome. 

In a nutshell, here’s how the Habitat process works: Through a combination of community gifts, grants, and volunteer 
work, a new home is constructed for a local low-income family, who then pays back the cost of the home with an 
interest-free loan. Each family’s mortgage payments are rolled back into the program to help build new homes for 
future families. That means each gift that helps cover the initial cost of building each home is reinvested several times 
over. Each home is designed to be energy efficient and cost about $125,000. Financing from local lenders and Johnson 
County Housing Trust Fund grants supplement the $50,000 raised from the community. 

This year’s Women Build project will help a family from Sudan with four kids under age 15–all living in a two-bedroom 
apartment. The story of Amar Hamad and Muna Abdalla is one of hard work and perseverance in pursuit of the 
American Dream. Read more of their story at http://marypalmbergbuild.com/meet-the-partner-family/. 

First Pres has a long history of support for and involvement with Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity. In February, a very 
generous grant from the FPC Endowment Fund gave this year’s Women Build project a greatly appreciated boost 
toward its fundraising goal. The committee looks forward to involvement from First Pres in many ways as we work 
toward creating a new home for this very deserving family from the Sudan. Actual construction of the home -- on a lot 
on Prairie du Chien Road in Iowa City -- will take place in August through December. 

Please visit http://marypalmbergbuild.com/ for lots of details, and revisit frequently for updates on the project. At the 
site you’ll also see links to the many ways for people of all ages to be involved ... help with construction, providing 
food for construction volunteers, and other options that’ll come to light as the project progresses. Monetary 
donations are always welcome; they can be sent to: 

Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity 
2401 Scott Blvd. SE 
Iowa City, IA 52240 

Please put “Mary Palmberg Women Build” on the memo line. 

For other ways to donate, visit http://marypalmbergbuild.com/donate/. 

Feel free to contact Mary Palmberg with any questions: mary.palmberg@gmail.com, 319-400-0388. 

Helping One Person at a Time 

~ by Ednamae Fisher 

While I was visiting friends in Charlotte, NC during March. I was 
given an idea that my former church is doing to help the homeless a 
little bit at a time…one person at a time. I liked the idea and decided 
to give it a try when I came back home to Iowa. Ken and I both are 
doing this and it’s a double reward: one for the person who needs 
the packages and one for us, as it makes us feel good. 

In a quart sized Ziploc bag, we place 2 granola bars, a package of 
cheese crackers or crackers with peanut butter, a juice box, and a 
package of chewing gum. We also added Nick Sticks (a kind of beef 
jerky). The Nick Sticks do not fit in the Ziploc bags, but we just hand 
them with the other package when we see someone on a corner. I 
have even gotten out of my car and walked up to the person and 
handed them one of these packages. So simple and so rewarding. 
We even handed out some while in Chicago over the Easter 
weekend. It is a small thing that any of us can do, and hopefully will 
help those who need it. It would be a great project for our church to 
be involved in doing. Ken and I plan to continue. 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn  
Summer Schedule  

(meet once a month June - August) 
We will not be meeting May 23 

 

Mark your calendar, join us at Carol’s  
9 - 11 a.m. on the following Saturdays 

June 13, July 11, and August 8  
(We will resume meeting weekly Sept. 12) 

Questions or need help call  
Carol Macon at 351-3847 

Servanthood Ministry 

http://marypalmbergbuild.com/meet-the-partner-family/
http://marypalmbergbuild.com/
http://marypalmbergbuild.com/donate/
mailto:mary.palmberg@gmail.com
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KoNec is a local organization that provides services that 
connect Black youth in grades 7-12 to their own dreams and 
goals, to their families, the community, local resources and 
their futures. KoNec develops relationships with the youth 
and their families that are based on trust. KoNec helps the 
youth connect with a desired program and then monitors 
the youths’ participation and works with them to stay on 
track when unexpected events threaten to derail 
achievement of their goals. KoNec’s mission is to help the 
students be successful in school and also help them be 
successful in a workplace as an employee or paid intern. 
KoNec expects families to support their youth’s goals. KoNec 
trains and requires parents/guardians to use ICCSD’s online 
PowerSchool program to track their child’s academic 
performance and to communicate with their teachers.   

KoNec, founded n 2014, is an outgrowth of FasTrac, a 
successful organization started by Henri Harper in 2007 in 
response to local high school youth asking for their own 
organization.  Local Black families asked Mr. Harper to 
continue the work that had benefitted their older children 

who’d graduated from high school. These families wanted 
their children, who were in junior and senior high school, to 
have the same advantages that FasTrac provided their older 
children.  

In early April, our Servanthood Minsitry met with leaders of 
the KoNec Board of Directors, including FPC’s Kory May. The 
history and mission of the organization were reviewed and 
questions answered. To date, KoNec has received funding 
from FPC Endowment totaling $6000 to support its 
internships & buss pass program. Recent Iowa City Press 
Citizen “Letters to the Editor” (April 11 & 17) have appealed 
for donations of $500 per student to support their annual 
tour of historic Black colleges. As related in our meeting, this 
tour opens student & family members’ eyes to the possibility 
of attending college...with many inspired to attend Iowa 
colleges & universities closer to their community & family 
support base. 

Please prayerfully consider making a donation to the KoNec 
Black Colleges Tour, via a designated FPC contribution. 

Connecting with KoNec 

Operation Backpack Funding in Jeopardy 

“One morning… we heard that a young boy who is on the breakfast and lunch 
program at school wanted two breakfasts on a Monday morning. We asked him 
why he was so hungry. He stated that all he had to eat over the weekend was a 
ketchup packet.” (Operation Backpack volunteer in Virginia) 

The Operation Backpack program at FPC currently serves Lucas Elementary. 
Each week, 55 children receive a bag of food. The food is provided by HACAP, 
the volunteers to get the food to the children are supplied by FPC. 

Our Operation Backpack program has the possibility of being cut 
next year due to funding issues. 

While HACAP is a member of the Feeding America Network, 100% of HACAP’s 
funding for Operation Backpack comes from local sources: individual donors, 
businesses, civic groups, faith-based groups, and foundation funding. It costs 
$220/child/year to provide the food necessary for Operation Backpack. 

HACAP is holding a series of fundraising events this summer and we are asking 
for your help! 

 June 6 – Cedar Rapids Downtown Farmers’ Market will have a “Feed the 
Kids Awareness” exhibit and will have tickets on-hand to the movie, “The 
Ivy League Farmer” (see next bullet). For every $5 donation you will receive 
one ticket to the movie. All proceeds benefit Operation Backpack. 

 June 7 - Theatre Cedar Rapids is showing the movie, “The Ivy League 
Farmer.” This is a feature-length film produced in part by Farming to Fight 
Hunger, a non-profit organization co-founded by Diamond V (a global 
animal nutrition research and development company headquartered in 
Cedar Rapids). The film is set on a family dairy farm and explores the 

conflict of a father and son over the use of modern technologies while also portraying the effect of food insecurity 
on their small community. 

 If you can’t attend one of these events, consider sharing this information with your friends! 

 If you’d like to make a lasting contribution to the Operation Backpack program by adopting a school or becoming a 
sponsor, please see Lara Marsh or Carol Kirsch. Thank you! 

Servanthood Ministry 
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Session Highlights 

~submitted by Ann Grosscup and Nancy Weber 

The session met April 21, 2015, in Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the Christ 
candle. Judy Terry was welcomed. Her elder installation will 
be scheduled soon. Elder Vern Dengler read a “Why Me?” 
story assuring that God is always with us, then led us in 
prayer. 

Session approved a motion to allow Don and Nancy Ross 
inurnment in the columbarium when the time comes. 

A thank you card from Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity for 
FPC’s $5000 donation to the Mary Palmberg Women Build 
was shared. 

The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was received. 
Connie Richardson and Larry reviewed accounts and provided 
clarifications.  

Per the Burianek Trust and due to Robert Woodburn’s death, 
Sadie May will now serve as sole trustee/decision-maker. 
Connie Richardson and Larry Bruner will meet with her to 
clarify her role. 

Session approved the minutes of the March 10, 2015 stated 
session meeting, and the March 29, 2105 session meeting 
welcoming new members. 

Session approved an endowment grant of $150 for sewing 
machine for the Holy Jerusalem Church. 

Session approved inviting Iowa City’s St. Andrew Presbyterian 
to perform funerals, weddings and other events at FPC during 
their time of building transition, and granted the 
congregation and staff the ability to accommodate any 
particular request per FPC policies. 

A motion was approved to participate in a Digital Project 
Partnership between Iowa City Public Library and FPC. As we 
celebrate 175 years in Iowa City, this will be an opportunity to 
preserve our congregation’s history in the context of the 
greater Iowa City community.  

Session approved a motion giving Support Ministry the 
responsibility to review Building and Grounds Committee’s 
lists of estimates and recommend a plan for infrastructure 
repair and renewal, including financing. 

Concerning REALM, Pastor Sam reviewed the background, 
process and attention points for FPC’s future planning. Elder 
Carol Ulch gave an update on the status of the consultant’s 
work.  

All elders are encouraged to participate in the congregational 
interviews.  

Building and Grounds Committee Elder Vern Dengler gave an 
update on the parking lot repair and labyrinth completion. It 
was noted for clarification that the Building and Grounds 
Committee is overseeing the labyrinth, not the Memorial 
Committee. 

Session approved adjourning with the sharing of joys and 
concerns, and Elder Amy Fletcher closed the meeting with 
prayer. The next meeting will be May 19, 2015, 7 p.m. in 
Coover Lounge. 

MONEY 

MATTERS 
Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    Bank 

interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

1st Quarter $137,627.13 $39,242.66 $176,869.79  $161,323.84 $15,545.95 

April $45,104.51 $105.30 $45,209.81  $47,259.44 -$2,049.63 

2015 Totals $182,731.64 $39,347.96 $222,079.60  $208,583.28 $13,496.32 
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Summer Programs For Children and Adults! 

Children are the lifeblood of every congregation, and that is no different at FPC! For that reason, we encourage 
children to join us in worship, and invite them to enjoy the worship activity bags found on the coat tree just 
outside the sanctuary doors. Because of their importance in worship, we even devote a portion of the service 
to them! Children are encouraged to participate in the Time with Children each week during the service. 

For the smallest of us, our Nursery is provided for children 5 and under. The nursery is located on the lower 
level of the building and is available for use for Sunday morning worship, as well as during special worship 
services and events throughout the year. Childcare for those too young for classes is provided during the 
Sunday School hour. Our childcare staff, headed by Deb Torrens-Semler, is dedicated to making our nursery a 
safe and comfortable environment for all its guests. 

Equipping Ministry 

During the summer months, Christian Education takes 
a slightly different form than it does during the 
program year. This year we are excited to offer 
different and exciting opportunities to people of all 
ages!  

Starting May 31, Sunday morning schedules will be 
as follows: 

9:00-9:15 Coffee Fellowship for all ages in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. 

9:15-9:45 Christian Education Programs 

10:00 Worship in the Sanctuary 

Adult Education 

Adult education programming this summer will allow adults from 
all walks of life to come together, explore the Bible, share their 
life stories, and celebrate with the rest of the congregation 
through two different class series. 

Bible Study with Pastor Sam 
Sunday, May 31-Sunday June 5, 9:15-9:45 a.m., Coover Lounge 
For five weeks, Pastor Sam will be leading a Bible Study for all 
who are interested in exploring some of Jesus’ commandments 
and the addition to excerpts of 2 Timothy that go otherwise 
ignored by groups. It will be an enlightening process, and we hope 
you are able to join us for it! 

Formative Faith Experiences 
Sunday, July 12-Sunday, July 19, 9:15-9:45 a.m., Coover 
Lounge 
What were the experiences in your life that made you who you 
are today? How has God and Christianity affected the way you 
see the world? Join the rest of the congregation and some young 
guest speakers as we explore these deep, difficult questions. On 
July 12, we will hear from The Rock, our Middle School group, as 
they regale us with stories and experiences from their mission trip 
to Irvine, KY. Then on July 19 we will open up discussion to 
congregational members for a discussion about your moments of 
spiritual empowerment. Finally on July 26 we will hear from The 
Edge, our High School group, as they teach us about the work 
they did on their mission trip to New Orleans, LA. 

Family Fellowship! 

Family Fellowship Outings 

April’s Family Fellowship outing ended up 
being more of an in-ing, as our proposed 
trip to City Park was rained out and we 
were forced to remain at the church. 
Nevertheless we had a blast making our 
own gardens, reading Dr. Seuss and 
learning more about nature and how we 

can be good stewards of God’s Creation.  

The next family fellowship outing will take place on the 
evening of Friday, June 19 when we will take our families 
“out to the ballgame” to cheer on the FPC Co-Ed softball 
team as they take on the crew from Life Church. The game 
takes place at Coralville Creekside Park, starts at 6:00 p.m. 
and will last roughly an hour. Be sure to bring blankets, 
Frisbees, soccer balls or anything else you might need for a 
night out at the park! 

This summer we are also pleased 
to announce the inaugural season 
of Family Movie Night! FPC will 
host a family movie night the 
evening of the last Sunday of each 
month, June 28, July 26 and 
August 30 so join us in Fellowship 
Hall for fellowship, popcorn, snacks and a movie! The movie 
will start at 7:00. You’ll want to get there early in order to 
get the best seat in the house! 

We welcome people of all ages to join for fellowship in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall from 9:00-9:15, after which time children will 
go downstairs and programming will begin. 

Kindergarten-12th Grade 
Join us every week for Sunday School on the Beach! We will 
meet anytime after 9:00 a.m. until 9:45 a.m. in the Beach Room 
on the lower level for a wide range of activities to help us 
better know and understand God. Whether we are doing crafts, 
going outside, watching a movie, cooking or trying new things 
with science, there is never a dull moment. We invite children 
and youth of all ages to join us to have fun with friends, relax, 
learn and prepare ourselves for worship. 
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Christian Education Corner 

Equipping Ministry 

If you come to FPC during the week of June 22nd, you 
might get a little confused. Instead of hearing the quiet, 
muffled sounds of a vacuum or copier machine running, 
there will be music, singing, yelling, and activity. All of 
this is because it’s Vacation Bible School season!  

Vacation Bible School is a great way to supplement a 
child’s faith formation during the summer months 
when you might otherwise not be able to attend church 
on Sundays. Run by a dedicated team of volunteer 
leaders, VBS provides kids with a structured, 5-day 
program that allows them to play, sing, and join friends 
in learning more about God and God’s love for us. 

This year we will be using Cokesbury’s “G-Force” 
curriculum; its themes of sports and activity teach us to 
go out into the world and act out God’s will for us. Each 
day we will learn a different story that will tell us how 
we should Move, Act, Care, Follow, and Share God’s 
love with everyone around us. 

Kids will rotate through different stations, exploring 
their faith through music, crafts, science, mission work, 
and of course recreation. 

If you are interested in your child attending FPC’s 
Vacation Bible School this year or would like more 
information, please visit the Christian Education Board 
in Fellowship Hall, or email Jim Cochrane 
(jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org) for a registration 
form or answers to any questions you might have. 

Dates: June 22-26 

Time: 9:00 am—12:00 noon 

Since kids in grades K-5 are able to go to Vacation Bible 
Camp in order to learn about sharing God’s love with the 
whole world, it is only fitting that The Rock and The Edge 
get to go on summer mission trips to put that learning 
into practice!  

Youth completing grades 6-8 have the awesome privilege 
to attend the first-ever Rock Summer Mission trip. Instead 
of the usual weekend trip to Chicago, The Rock will travel 
to Irvine, Kentucky, July 6-10 to work with Camp 
Burnamwood’s Appalachian Ministry, or BAM.  

This trip not only helps our young people practice sharing 
God’s love with one another, but also allows them to see 
an area of the country they might never otherwise have 
the opportunity of seeing and to recognize that there are 
people in all corners of the world who need assistance, 
love and support. If you have any questions regarding this 
trip, please contact Amanda Edwards at 
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org. 

 

Following The Rock’s return home, it will then be time for 
The Edge (youth who have completed 9th-12th grade) to 
go on their mission trip to New Orleans, Louisiana! We 
will leave July 18th in the morning and return on the 
evening of the 25th for 5 days of 
construction work, sharing love, 
and living in community with PC
(USA)’s Project Homecoming. 

It has been nearly 10 years since 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall 
and devastated the bayou, and 
people still cry out in need. For 
that reason youth groups travel 
there from all over the country to live together in 
community, learn more about the culture and history of 
NOLA, and help people literally rebuild their lives. It will 
be a long, hot, and extremely rewarding trip. If you have 
any questions, please contact Jim Cochrane at 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Spotlight on VBS! Spotlight on Mission Trips! 

No CE classes will be held on July 5 

Happy 4th of July weekend 
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT  

just Circle Membership! 
 

There are opportunities for every woman in the church to be in-

volved in some way. 
 

See how our women are making a difference! 

A note by our organist Pablo Gorin—Research study in Switzerland 
I was recently awarded a Stanley Graduate Award by the University of Iowa to conduct research in 
the city of Basel, Switzerland. The Stanley Graduate Awards for International Research are given 
annually to University of Iowa graduate students for the pursuit of international research/fieldwork 
and career interests. The topic of my research centers on an organ composition by Argentine 
composer Alberto Ginastera (Variations Op. 52, a work which I performed last September here at 
FPC). During my stay in Basel, I will be visiting the archives of the Paul Sacher Foundation that holds 
the autograph of the score as well as the correspondence between the composer and American 
organist Marilyn Mason, who premiered the work in Minneapolis in 1980 during a national 
convention of the American Guild of Organists. I am thrilled and excited to have been given this 
award and would love to share the experiences of my trip with all of you when I return to Iowa. 

Women’s Spring Brunch: 

This year’s brunch was a wonderful 
event...yummy food, interesting table decorations 
(thanks Helen Sheets), good attendance, an action 
packed program, and a great opportunity for 
fellowship for all. Congratulations to Ann 
Grosscup, who was chosen as the Honorary Life 
Member for 2015...certainly a well-deserved 
honor for all she has done in may different roles 
at FPC!  

Book and Bake Sale 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped publicize, set up, 
dropped off books and puzzles, baked, worked and purchased 
items at our Book and Bake Sale. We had a great response from 
both the church and Four Oaks. 

We had a very successful sale with a profit of over $1300, after 
expenses, that was divided equally between the Presbyterian 
Women for local missions and Iowa City Four Oaks for all the 
services they provide to families in our community. 

The boys and girls from the Four Oaks Shelter came and boxed 
up all the leftover books and helped put away the tables. Once 
again they amazed everyone by how efficiently they work.   

Again thank you to all who helped make this a success for the 
14th year. 

Sharon Raffensperger, First Presbyterian &  
Karen Werner, Four Oaks 

Church-Wide Gathering 

The Church-wide Gathering is close to home this 
year. It will be in Minneapolis from June 18 – 21. 
This is an amazing gathering of Presbyterian 
women from all around the world. The planned 
programming is superior and the opportunities for 
learning and fellowship are truly life-changing. 
There are scholarships available from our 
Presbytery PW to cover the cost of the 
Registration. A few of our members have already 
made plans to attend. Be a part of the group!  

If you are not able to attend the Gathering, you 
can still participate in an indirect way. Those who 
are attending will be taking $10 Target Gift Cards 
for the American Indian Family Center in St. Paul. 
Give your gift cards or money to purchase such to 
Nancy Ross 337-5436 or therosses@mchsi.com. 

Rags to Stitches 

This past week has shown a flurry of activity as a group of us 
met to cut out squares for small quilts for one of the several 
agencies we share with--Home Ties Daycare housed at the 
Mennonite Church. We have since completed 8 of those with 
four or five more in the works. The daycare is a wonderful gift to 
the needy in our community, and we are grateful to be a part of 
their effort. 

Circles 

Both Martha and Eve Circles enjoy a summer respite. Watch for 
their programming beginning in September! 
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Many people have asked about the safety of our 
students in the PEB (Presbyterian Education Board) 
schools. Because of concern for student safety the 
government in Pakistan has required all schools to take 
extra security measures. The PEB schools are happy to 
report that they have completed all the security 
measures requested. Here are some of the things they 
have done to keep PEB students safe. 

1. The boundary walls of all the PEB Schools have 
been raised to the height of 8 feet as required by 
the government. Before this the height of the 
walls was around 5 & 6 feet. 

2. PEB installed razor wire on top of all of the 
boundary walls of the PEB Schools and the PEB 
Office.  

3. Armed security guards have been hired for each 
school. 

4. The PEB office purchased walkthrough security 
gates for the schools. 

5. Metal detectors have been provided to all the 
schools.  

6. The security personnel hired by PEB Schools are 
given training at local police stations for any 
unforeseen circumstances on a regular basis. 
Background checks are completed for all security 
personnel.  

7. The teachers and staff of the PEB schools are 
also provided first-aid training and emergency 
drills in the schools.  

It is good to know that these measures have been taken 
by PEB for the safety of the students at Pasrur Christian 
Girls School and all the students in the Pakistan schools. 
In a turbulent and dangerous world, we pray for the 
safety of children everywhere. Friends of Pasrur 

Security in PEB Schools  

Which of the following is an accurate husband-wife 

match from Scripture?  
 

A. Abram and Ruth  

B. Boaz and Ruth  

C. Hosea and Ruth  

D. Ananias and Ruth  
 

 

Answer: B (See Ruth 4:13).  

Servanthood Ministry 
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Please assist us in our caring for you! 
We are the body of Christ and our calling is to share in one 

another’s joys and concerns.  

Help us fulfill our calling! 

1. When hospitalized or anticipated to be hospitalized, please let someone 
in the church office know so a visit can be made. 

2. Please let the hospital know that you are a proud member of First 
Presbyterian Church and this membership information is part of your 
official hospital record. 

3. If you cannot come to church, please let the office know your situation so 
that a pastoral or deacon call can be offered, and/or home communion 
brought to you.  

4. If you know of individuals in any type of need who could use a pastoral 
contact, please notify Pastor Sam. 

Blood Pressure 

Checks 
The monthly Blood 
Pressure checks continue 
through the summer 
months. Come to Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall after the 
service on the second 
Sunday of the month to 
have your blood pressure 
checked by a member of 
the Health Ministries Team.  

~ submitted by Becky Ross, Member, FPC Justice Committee 

We’ve all heard the phrase “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.” I just 
heard a new one, “Precycle.”  

I have talked to and learned much from Jen Jordan, our 
Iowa City Recycling Coordinator. Jen says we need to be 
looking upstream and not create so much trash in the first 
place, rather than trying to figure out what to do with the 
trash after we’ve created it.  

Precycling is the practice of avoiding the acquisition of 
unnecessary items that will eventually have to be recycled 
or dealt with as waste. 

Examples of precycling include: 

 Limit purchases to things that you need 

 Delay purchases that aren’t urgently needed 

 Buy in bulk to avoid extra packaging 

 Select products that will last 

 Share items rather than buying individually 

 Look for products in glass rather than plastic 

 Buy meat at the meat counter to avoid Styrofoam 
and plastic packaging 

 Use bars of soap rather than liquid soap in plastic 
bottles 

 Carry a reusable drink bottle or container 

I realize this is a whole new way of thinking for most of 
us, but we have become spoiled. We throw away so 
much single use paper and plastic because it’s meant to 
be thrown away and lots of other items just because we 
are tired of them. Sometimes change is necessary to 
make our world a better place. Our FPC book sale is a 
great example of recycling and reusing. But we seem to 
use a lot of paper and plastic during our fellowship 
times. Our church should be setting an example of good 
stewardship of the Earth by not creating so much trash, 
but recycling all the trash we do create. Our children 
know all about recycling because they learn it at school, 
but it’s not visible at church. We need recycling 
containers out where all of our members can see them 
and use them. Could we have a compost bin? Sure we 
could and it would help our flower gardens. I’m sure we 
can come up with lots more precycling ideas and be a 
leader in making this world a cleaner, greener place.  

Saving the world one piece of plastic at a time. 

Servanthood Ministry 
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********************************** 

Theological Reflection 

Theologically, we might speak of the providence of God. 
God is pro-video; God sees ahead. Seeing ahead, God then 
provides. What does God provide? According to our 
Reformed tradition, God provides both the boundaries for 
life and the freedom to respond to life within those 
boundaries. In conjunction with that freedom, God invites 
us – calls us – to discover how we might best serve God’s 
loving purposes. The boundaries God gives us are found in 
the universe in which we live, including the qualities of the 
local region. We are free to choose, as individuals and 
congregation, how we shall live and love within these 
boundaries. 

 Yet, through qualitative and quantitative study, we seek to 
discover the best options for exercising our freedom in the 
service of God. We want to be effective for the Lord. 
Effectiveness, as we hear from Jesus himself, can only be 
measured in terms of justice, mercy and faith: doing justice, 
practicing mercy, and embodying - as our witness - a humble 
walk with God. 

******************************** 

For the time being, I invite you to commit yourself to the 
following practices:  

 The most important ministry is one of prayer. Please 
take up this ministry with enthusiasm and diligence. 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective” 
James 5:16 tells us. Please pray that God will guide us 
to the right conclusions and give us the energy to fulfill 
God’s call to us. Pray for the power of God’s Holy Spirit 
to put oil in our lamps and light our fire so our witness 
will burn brightly. 

 Exercise your imagination. In a manner consistent 
with Bohr’s model of quantum mechanics, REALM 
emphasizes how the future is malleable to our pursuit 
of the Realm of God and its right relationships of 
justice, mercy and faith (please recall that these are 

(Continued from page 2) Jesus’ own priorities for us: Matthew 6:24-34; Matthew 
23:23. They are the ends toward which you and I 
collaborate with God’s Spirit). A future in which we 
significantly benefit our world begins with an imagination 
informed by faith, hope and love. This imagination can 
lead us to a vision founded firmly on the Realm of God. 
So let us permit our imaginations to run wild, and see 
towards what practical missions and ministries they 
might lead us.  

 Continue to be supportive. This is a great congregation, 
and I believe the future for it – by God’s providence - will 
be for good and not for evil (Jeremiah 29:11). God’s 
future always bids us to leave behind our past priorities 
and the activities devoted to them (Luke 9:57-62; indeed, 
this willingness to step out in faith is a key method for 
determining if we are being disciples or merely being 
religious). God’s future then invites us to increase our 
investment of financial, physical, emotional, intellectual 
and spiritual resources to realize it.  

 Please be patient. Patience is not my strength, yet when 
Jesus says, “Follow me” (Mark 1:17), I doubt he means 
the journey will be done in one or even many days. This 
is why the REALM Planning process anticipates a 3 to 5 
year plan as the outcome. As the world changes and cries 
out with new needs, so it is that God’s Spirit must 
transform us into a new people who are not here to be 
served, but to serve, and to give up our lives to serve 
others (to paraphrase Jesus: Matthew 20:28). In my 
observation, and perhaps yours, many planning 
processes get made and then get shelved. Sometimes 
this is due to lack of member support, per the note 
above. Yet sometimes this is due to unrealistic time 
frames, leading to discouragement. Hence the plea for 
patience. It may be that having patience will be our 
greatest challenge. 

Much lies ahead and I trust it can be extraordinarily exciting! 
We are blessed that God has picked us for such a time as this 
(Esther 4:14).  

With love, Your pastor, Sam 

 

Did you know that FPC has an AED 

(Automatic External Defibrillator)? 

Do you know where the  

church’s AED is located?  

IF NOT, take a moment to find it, as someone’s 
life could depend on it. 

THE AED Location is 
outside the sanctuary in the narthex, on the tan brick wall, 
above the fire extinguisher, which is next to the glass wall  

and the hallway.  
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Summer Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
 

Ph 319-351-2660   
www.firstpresiowacity.org    

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m. and are 
directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a day for shared food, 
fellowship, and team building, so the actual time varies according to the needs of the 
church. At other times we may be on another line or in another part of the building 
addressing a ministry need. We will return your call! 

And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an answer to prayer. 

Alyssa Selmer Dorothy McVay Saira Steen Jim Cochrane 

Peggy Bykowsky 

Welcome  

New Members  
Spring 2015 

Michael Anderson & Sara Schwartz 
Carolina Guerrero–Webb Joan Decker 

Bradley Hamilton & Jocelen Gudgeon 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 


