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FRIDAY, September 11, 2015 

7-9 p.m. 
The weekend’s kick-off event is a Friday evening, Sept. 11 reception and dance at Old Brick, 
the church’s original home. This evening of celebration is for anyone who: was married at 
Old Brick or FPC Rochester, attended a wedding there, or simply wants to celebrate life and 
love. Music will be provided by Smith Studio Jazz, and hors d’oeuvres, beverages, and 
wedding cake will be provided. You are asked to bring your dancing shoes and a wedding 
photo to display, if available. 

SATURDAY, September 12, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 
The festivities continue on Saturday morning, Sept. 12 at 8:30 a.m. with a commemorative walk from Old 
Brick to the Rochester Ave. site, a re-enactment of the 1975 walk when the Rochester building was 
dedicated.  

10:00 a.m.– Noon 
At the Rochester site, there will be a ministry/mission fair, building and garden tours,  
a labyrinth walk and dedication, and old fashioned games for all ages. 

 
SUNDAY, September 13, 2015 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Former pastor Tom Brown will preach at both 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services.  
At 10:30 a.m. a bagpiper will be on hand to welcome people: worship music will be led by former organist 
David Richardson, the Sanctuary Choir, FPC Brass, and JuBELLation Handbell Choir.  

9:00 a.m.–10:15 a.m. Back to School Sunday—Coffee and Pastries; Christian Education begins 

11:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
Catered lunch with special guest Gradye Parsons, PC(USA) Stated Clerk. 

2:00 p.m. 
The weekend’s events will conclude with a Hymn Festival led by several former FPC 
choir directors and the church’s current music ministry staff. If you’ve ever sung in the 
Sanctuary Choir or would like to sing for this event, come to a rehearsal on Saturday 
afternoon at 4:00 p.m. 

Invite your friends and come join in the celebration.  

Registration information for all events can be found on the church’s website and Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness 

First Presbyterian Church 

175th Anniversary Final Celebration weekend 

September 11-13, 2015 

JJ and Toni DeRyke 
October 8, 1955 
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

The peace of the Lord be with you!  

After teaching in parables, Jesus made this comment 
to his disciples (Matthew 13:52): “Every scribe who 
has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like 
a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure 
things new and old.” I find his words relevant on 
several levels. 

First, in light of their gifts and passions, we are 
rearranging the position descriptions of our present 
Equipping Ministry staff. They are charged to oversee 
what comes next in our education and youth 
ministries. Amanda Edwards, who was working with 
our Junior High youth on a quarter-time basis, is 
assuming the ¾-time position of Director of Equipping 
Ministry. It is hoped that we will be able to move her 
to full time a year from now in order to give her full 
opportunity to use her passion, interest, vision, and 
educational background for the realm of God at First 
Presbyterian Church. We are excited about the many 
gifts that Amanda brings to the position, including a 
strong sense of calling and a pastoral heart. Jim 
Cochrane, with his multiple experiences in youth 
ministry and yet a desire to pursue further education, 
is moving to one-half time and handling all youth and 
young adult ministry. Jim’s desire to connect with 
young adults in focused ministry, as well as with 

The Prayer Chain continues to be used regularly for concerns and joys. There are multiple 
ways to submit items to it. You may email Jeremy Fletcher, prayer chain coordinator, at 
fletchej22@gmail.com with your concerns. Requests may also be written on prayer request 
card during Sunday morning worship which is then added to the Prayer Chain by Pastor 
Sam. Please indicate on the prayer card if your prayer request is confidential.  

In an effort to improve privacy and prevent spam emails on the Prayer Chain, a new method of submitting requests 
online was implemented several months ago. To submit a Prayer Chain request, complete the following steps. 
Please note that this process is for individuals who have received Prayer Chain emails in the past. If you are not 
currently part of the Prayer Chain and would like to be added, please email Jeremy Fletcher with your information. 

1. Go to http://prayers.firstpresiowacity.org/fpc/. You will see a listing of “Topics” (the prayer requests) in the 
main part of the page and a place to login on the right.  

2. Login. If you have not already set up your own password, you have been assigned a default password to get 
you started.  

Your username is your email address. 
Your password is: FPCPrayers2701 

Once you have successfully logged in, you may change your password. Instructions for doing this are on the 
website. 

3. Read the “topic” called “PLEASE READ BEFORE POSTING” so that you know some ground rules and how to 
change your password. 

4. Click the link at the top that says “View or Post Prayer Request.” Then scroll down to the bottom of the list, 
enter a “Topic Title” (the name of your prayer request) and then enter the content. When you click the Submit 
button, everyone on the prayer chain will be notified. 

If you have any questions about the Prayer Chain, please contact Jeremy Fletcher. 

Deacons Bench 

youth, promises new possibilities 
about which we are also excited. 
Amanda and Jim, with support from all of you and the 
rest of our amazing staff, will continue to make a good 
ministry team at First Presbyterian Church. By the way, 
for the time being the footprint in the budget will not 
change due to these personnel moves. Some of you may 
recall that Lauren Dengler also worked as a staff person 
with our youth. Although she personally will be too 
absorbed by her nursing education to continue in this 
capacity, which we regret, we hope to be able to 
announce her replacement soon. Thank you, Lauren! 

Second, during late spring and early summer, and 
continuing in my absence, the REALM Planning process 
has continued forward. Some of you have rightly noted 
that we cannot do REALM as some sort of extra program 
and still do everything else we are doing currently. Like 
the wise scribe, our leaders, with your input, will have to 
decide what will not be continued in the future due to 
lack of need, lack of congregational interest, or lack of 
volunteers. We are in this discernment process currently. 
REALM is not a program but a biblically founded 
reminder that Jesus has already set our priorities: They 
are that we share our faith through right relationships of 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://prayers.firstpresiowacity.org/fpc/
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If you have been looking south of our church parking lot 
this summer, you may have noticed some changes 
happening in the Garden! Trees that were planted last 
fall are growing, the stones of the labyrinth have been 
sunk into the ground, and deer fencing has been added 
around several plants to deter our hungry friends! 

The garden committee has been active this summer, 
too. We’ve been busy maintaining what is there now as 
well as planning for the future. The committee has 
designed a brochure about the garden, giving everyone 
the opportunity to participate in this project through 
their volunteer time as well as their financial support. 
This brochure is available now in the brochure case in 

the narthex by the choir hallway. 

The half-acre of land on which the garden is located has 
both wooded and grassy areas. It will be enhanced with 
additional plants, shrubs, perennials and fixtures 
creating environments conducive to walking, sitting, 
writing and meditating. Some of the planned features 
include: benches, bird habitat, fire pit, information 
kiosk, lighting, picnic table, and planters. 

The committee has also been planning for the 
dedication ceremony, which will take place on Saturday 
morning, September 12 during the 175th celebration. 
Watch the bulletin for further announcements, and plan 
on joining us for this special event! 

Kobler Meditation Garden and Labyrinth to be Dedicated Sept. 12 

By Millie Youngquist, Garden Chairperson 

From the Endowment and Memorial Committee 

By Connie Richardson, chairperson 

Giving to First Presbyterian through the Community Foundation of Johnson County (CF) is a thoughtful and tax-wise 
way to ensure that your church can successfully carry out its mission of love, mercy, and justice. Gifts to the CF 
qualify for the Endow Iowa Tax Credit Program, which offers generous tax incentives to make it easier for you to 
give more for less. Those who give to a permanently endowed fund at a qualified community foundation are eligible 
to receive 25% tax credits for their gifts. Donors are also able to take advantage of the tax credits in conjunction 
with federal tax deductions. 

The Endow Iowa Tax Credit is awarded on a first-come, first-served basis for gifts made to a permanent endowment 
fund, established for the benefit of Iowa charitable causes, at a qualified community foundation. The tax credits can 
be claimed by individuals, businesses, or financial institutions. The program is administered by the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority, which just announced that $1.6 million in credits is still available for 2015. 

Here is what a gift could mean for you: 

Amount of Gift $10,000 

Endow Iowa Tax Credit $2,500* 

Net Federal Deduction $10,000** 

Federal Tax Rate 35%** 

Federal Tax Saving 3,500**** 

Total Tax Savings $6,000 

Net Cost of Gift $4,000 

*        25% of the charitable gift made to a permanently 
endowed fund at a community foundation — 
maximum annual Endow Iowa tax credit per 
taxpayer is $232,147.25. 

**     The entire amount of the gift is deductible on 
federal taxes — not state. 

***   Individual marginal tax rates vary. 
**** Assumes that individual taxpayer utilizes 

Schedule A (itemized deductions on their federal 
tax return) 

The Community Foundation of Johnson County 
currently holds several funds for the benefit of First 
Presbyterian, and additional funds can be established 
with a minimum gift of $5,000.  

FPC funds that are open to additional gifts are: 
 FPC Friends Fund (unrestricted) 
 Summerwill Fund for Handbells at FPC 
 Yager Fund for Gardens at FPC 

For questions about these or others funds, please 
contact Pastor Sam or Connie Richardson, Endowment 
and Memorial Committee chairperson (319-541-1204). 

Interested in joining FPC?  
New Member Classes will be 
offered this fall. You can select 
from either Sunday, Oct.18, after 
worship, or Saturday, Nov.14,  
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Watch for more info 
in upcoming bulletins and 
newsletters.  

Questions or to RSVP for a  
date, contact Pastor Sam or 
Tammy Schroeder. 
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6 PLUS REGROUPING 
 

SIGN UP IN RYERSON FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Question: What is 6 Plus?  

Answer: At least 6 people who meet together regularly 
(usually once a month) for fellowship and activities 
of the group’s choosing—dinner at one another’s 
homes or restaurants, movies together and 
conversation afterward, concerts—the group’s 
activities are yours to create. 

Question: How do I get involved? 

Answer: Sign up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall by September 1 at the Groups of Six Plus table. After  
September 1, groups will be created and you will be contacted with information about the first 
gathering.  

Question: Who can be involved? 

Answer: All adults are welcome to sign up. Some groups will be multi-generational while others will focus on 
a certain stage of life. 

Question: Why should I become involved? 

Answer: It’s an opportunity to learn more about the people you worship with, make connections, meet new 
friends, form relationships. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up.” ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:11  

PLEASE JOIN US 

Help us Celebrate our  

Special Wedding  

Anniversaries 

on Sunday, August 30 

following the worship service. 

Married 60 years 
 August 28, 1955—Dale and Helen Sheets 
 October 8, 1955—Jake and Toni DeRyke 

Married 50 years 
 August 7, 1965—Gary and Anita Burnett 

Also celebrating but unable to attend 
 July 15, 1955—Pere and Pat Van Gerpen, 60 years 
 August 7, 1965—Phil and Janet Grimes, 50 years 
 June 13, 1965—Larry and Margaret Burner, 50 years 

Join us for cake, refreshments and fellowship at  
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Sunday, August 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bells Anyone? 

Our handbell choir, JuBELLation, would love to 
have another person to ring with us. You do 
need to know how to read music, but we can 
and will happily teach you the rest if you can 
join us. We rehearse each week on Sunday 
mornings from 8:00 – 9:15. If interested, or if 
you know of someone who might be 
interested please, contact Ednamae Fisher at 
319-512-0554 or send me an e-mail: 
ntune@emfklf.com.  Thanks! 

mailto:ntune@emfklf.com
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September 15-30 

 

8/15 Gary Olson 
8/16 Ben Faden 
8/16 Charlie Faden 
8/16 Emma Greimann 
8/16 Elaine Suh 
8/17 Steve Dodge 
8/20 Braden Brentner 
8/20 Lauren Dengler 
8/20 David VanDusseldorp 
8/21 Alex Greimann 
8/21 Gabrielle Hiatt 
8/21 Michelle Pottorff 

8/23 Edna Mae Fisher 
8/23 Millie Youngquist 
8/24 Becky Ross 
8/26 James Cochrane 
8/26 Gibson Saunders 
8/27 John Feagins 
8/27 Thomas Morgan 
8/27 Andrew Pottorff 
8/28 Tom Shreves 
8/29 Carol Shreves 
8/31 Nathan Katalinich 
 

9/1 Jolene Brown 
9/1 Beth Gier 
9/2 Lorna Negus 
9/2 Kay Seery 
9/3 Laura Goddard 
9/5 Hailey Fay 
9/6 Brandon Eckland 
9/6 Herb Neubauer 
9/8 Marilou Gay 
9/8 Liza Heimer-Lang 
9/8 D.J. Massey 

9/11 Joan Tephly 
9/12 Don Gentzsch 
9/13 Nancy Cech 
9/13 Perry Ross 
9/14 Janie Schomberg 
9/15 Dave Gier 
9/15 Maggie Mowery 

August 1-15 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

Please be in prayer for our 
friends: 
 

Mary Hanna, whose son Scott Hanna died on July 25; 
Jack Perkins, whose wife Ruth died July 1; the family of 
Marian “Cookie” Christensen, who died August 3; and 
the family of Jim McDonald, who died August 4.  

 

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by September 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

 

Dordana Mason, Mary Ann 
Clemons, Al Wicks and  
Brian Kleis 

Congratulat ions!  
 Gavin John Stensvaag was born to 

Jonathan and Erin Stensvaag on July 5. 
Gavin is John-Mark and Nancy Stensvaag’ s 
fourth grandchild.  

 Milord and Syphoriana Mahinga on the 
birth of their son Jesse born on July 15. 

Flu Shot Clinic to be held at First Presbyterian 
Church on Sept. 27, 8:30 a.m. to noon in 

Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 

The Eat Out Group  
 

 
 
 

Thursday, August 27,  

6:00 p.m. 

Contact:  

Valerie Soemadi 

354-1219 
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     Worship Assistant 
 

 

Have you ever wondered how to sign up to be an usher, lay leader or lay reader? In the past our Worship Assistant 
Coordinators have simply gone through the church directory and contacted people to learn whether they were interested in 
this important ministry.  

In an effort to be more inclusive and to streamline our volunteer efforts, starting this fall you may use this easy sign-up system 
for worship assistants found on the Sign-up Genius site. If you’ve used Sign-up Genius in the past to sign up for Fellowship or 
Caring Connection, you can now go to your account and sign up for worship leadership, too. What could be easier than one 
handy place to coordinate all of your FPC volunteer work?  

If you’re new to Sign-up Genius, simply go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-worship and create an 
account, then search for First Presbyterian Worship Assistants. If you would rather continue to sign-up via personal telephone 
or email contact or if you have questions about the new system, please let Susan Van Duyn-Phipps know at sue.cross@q.com or 
515-205-3576.  

Thanks to all of you who faithfully lead in worship. 

Kick-Off Sunday, September 13 
8:00 a.m. Worship and Communion—Former Pastor Tom Brown 

preaching 

9:00 a.m. Coffee and Pastries 

9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship—Tom Brown preaching,  

 David Richardson at the organ 

11:45 a.m. Catered Luncheon—Gradye Parsons speaking 

2:00 p.m. Hymn Festival 

 See page 1 for more complete information 

All Music and Arts Rehearsals Schedule 

Beginning:  

August 26 at 6:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir fall retreat and potluck  

August 29 All-Day Retreat  JuBELLation Handbell Choir 

August 30 at 11:40 a.m.   FPC Brass Group  

August 31 at 7:30 p.m. FPC Woodwind Ensemble 

September 17 at 6:45-7:30 p.m.  Junior Choir (Gr. 2-6) in Creation Station  

September 17 at 7:30-8:30 p.m.  Youth Choir (Gr. 7-12) in Choir Room 

September 20 at 9:00-9:20 a.m.  Carol Choir (Pre-Gr. 2) in Creation Station 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-worship
http://www.signupgenius.com/
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Rehearsals for instrumental groups at FPC 
will begin on Sunday and Monday, August 30 
and 31 in the Choir Room. The brass 
ensemble meets on Sundays following the 
later worship service (about 11:30 a.m.), and 
the woodwind ensemble on Mondays at 7:30 
p.m. There are also times when both groups 
combine (often with additional strings) to 
form a Churchestra, which meets on 
occasional Sundays at 11:40 a.m.  

These groups are largely made up of adult 
musicians who once played in a school 
ensemble, pulled their instrument from the 
attic, dusted it off and renewed their 
relationship with a much-loved old friend. 
Perhaps you’d like to do the same. The 
groups are also open to high school students. 
No audition necessary! For more information, 
please contact Dennis Pedde at 319-541-4693 
or trp.teacher@gmail.com. 

Have you ever wanted to play percussion, dance a bit in church, ring 
someone’s bell, work as a team to produce greatness and mind-blowing 
music? If you answer “yes” to any or all of the above and can read music, 
JuBELLation would LOVE to have you join our regular substitute ringer's 
list! We meet on Sunday mornings from 7:45 – 9:15. 

We ring regularly in worship, sometimes as processionals, accompanying 
the service music, or ringing a prelude or an offertory piece. We have 
learned to love each other greatly and help each other in the “tough” areas 
of bell ringing. We are a team and love it! If you would like to be a “sub,”… 
we would welcome you.  

JuBELLation will begin the Fall ringing season with an all-day workshop led 
by renowned composer Cathy Moklebust on Saturday, August 29. Please 
contact EdnaMae Fisher at 319-512-0554 or e-mail: ntune@emfklf.com. 
Come and join our fun! 

On Wednesday, August 26, the Sanctuary Choir will gather for a fall kick-off potluck meal and rehearsal. The potluck will begin 
at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, then we’ll begin our rehearsal at 7 p.m. The choir is a fun-loving, spirit-filled group of people 
that welcomes new members. Be our guest at this first choir potluck and rehearsal and see if this is the small group for you! 
Some of our singers have moved away, so we especially welcome new members this Fall. Rehearsals are each Wednesday at 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the choir room. For more information, contact Darlene Bergman at 351-2660 or 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or just come to the choir rehearsal room any Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. 

 

What : Sanctuary Choir potluck and rehearsal  

Where: Ryerson Fellowship Hall and FPC choir room 

When: Wednesday, August 26, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Who: Those who love to sing! 

 Music Opportunities Abound 
 

Perhaps you once played percussion or clarinet or trumpet in your H.S. marching band or sang in your Glee Club. Did you know 
that there are many opportunities for you to use those gifts here at FPC? You could join the handbell choir, or an instrumental 
ensemble, or the drumming group, or the Sanctuary Choir. See below for information about these wonderful ministries at FPC. 
It’s never too late to renew an old passion for music. All levels of ability are welcome in any of our ensembles; the only 
requirement is a love of music. If you have questions, contact Darlene Bergman at darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 
call the church office at 319-351-2660. 

mailto:ntune@emfklf.com
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Equipping Ministry 

From Sea to Summit 

The children’s Christian Education wing on the lower level, known as FPSea, will be undergoing some changes this fall as we 
embark on an expedition from Sea to Summit. In addition to gradual changes in appearance, look forward to modifications 

designed to better accommodate the developmental and relational needs of our children, youth and families! 

Exciting Changes in Store on Sunday Mornings! 

8:00 a.m. Worship 

9:00am Base Camp Breakfast* 
A light, easy to serve and eat breakfast provided in the youth 
room for families, volunteers, children and youth to make the 
Sunday morning rush a bit smoother! (Please note: Breakfast 
on September 13 will be served in Fellowship Hall) 

9:15am Gear Up! 
Split into Expedition Teams** 

Explorers: Preschool & Kindergarten  
in Creation Station 
 Opens with Carol Choir with Darlene 
 Spark Activate Faith Rotation Curriculum by Sparkhouse 

Pathfinders: Grades 1–4 
 Opens together with Sherpas (age group leaders) at Base 

Camp Beach to introduce that day’s theme from the Spark 
Activate Faith Rotation Curriculum by Sparkhouse 

 1st Sunday: Movie Day 
 2nd/3rd Sundays: Choose Your Adventure* —kids 

choose from 1 of 3 stations from Science (new this 
year!), Art, and Grab Bag (Drama, Games, Stories) 

 4th Sunday: Cooking* 
 Regroup with Sherpas for Closing 

Trailblazers: Grades 5–6* 
Pre-teens/tweens will gather for a unique exploration of 
faith tailor-made for them. Using Sparkhouse’s Connect 
curriculum, Trailblazers will explore Biblical themes that 
tie together the individual stories they learned at younger 
ages. Each session is interactive and includes hands-on 
games and introductory activities, a video, deeper 
exploration and discussion of related Bible passages, 
project time, and a closing ritual to help build deeper 
relationships with God and each other. 

Navigators: Grades 7–8 (Grades 9–12 see below) 
Junior High youth will meet to explore life and faith using 
the re:Form Ancestors curriculum by Sparkhouse. Through 
videos, doodles, crafts and conversation, they’ll grow in 
faith by learning about some of the most influential 
people in both the Old and New Testaments. 

Voyagers: Older Teens and Adults 
A variety of educational opportunities to grow and deepen 
faith, strengthen relationships with Christ and others on the 
journey, and build foundations of mercy, justice and faith. 

10:15am Sunday Summit* 
All children and youth PreK–12th (including those not able to 
Gear Up earlier) are invited to join Amanda and Jim in the 
Fellowship Hall for an informal time of sharing and worship 
preparation. 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Navigators: Grades 9–12* 
Getting up on Sunday mornings can be tough, especially for 
high schoolers. We encourage our high school age youth to 
come at 9:15 to attend a Voyager class or help out with the 
younger explorers and pathfinders during the 9:15 Gear Up! 
time. Then join together after worship for fellowship, fun, and 
thinking about faith and real life issues designed to highlight 
the REALM of God in their lives. 
 

* New this year! 

**Tots and Tykes (Infant–Age 5) are always welcome in the 
nursery. Nursery care is available from the 8:00 a.m. worship 
service through the end of the 10:30 worship service, including 
the Gear Up! time. 

Questions? Excited? Want to help? 
Contact Amanda at 

amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org. 
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Gear Up for God! 
Calling all adults and high schoolers who want to help children Gear Up for God on Sunday 
mornings. No experience required and training will be provided! We are looking for enthusiastic 
leaders to be part of the following teams: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Join a Team for one of the following expeditions: 
 September 13–November 22   Feb. 7–March 6 
 December 6–Jan 31(except 12/20, 12/27, 1/3) April 3–May 22. 

Contact Amanda at amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org for more information. 

From Sea to Summit (Cont.) 

 Helpers Needed Sundays Required 

Explorer (PreK–K) Leaders 4 2/month 

Trailblazer (gr. 5–6) Leaders 4 2/month 

Navigator (gr. 7–8) Leaders 4 2/month 

The following leaders are for Pathfinders (gr. 1–4):   

Movies 2 1/month or 1/every other month 

Cooking 4 1/month 

Grab Bag (Games, Drama, Stories) 2 2/month 

Science 2 2/month 

Art 2 2/month 

Sherpas* 4 2/month (long-term preferred) 

*Sherpas develop meaningful relationships with a few young people over the course  
of the program year  

REMINDER! 

Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will 

be no Christian Education programming 

on Sunday, September 6. Be sure to join 

us on the 13th for Kickoff Sunday! 

More Opportunities for Growth! 
Diverse Women Connect: Interfaith Gathering 
connects women from many faith and religious 
backgrounds, nurtures exploration of life and faith, 
and educates how to engage differences peacefully. 
Originally for moms, it aims to empower all women for 
the spiritual journey and equip them to transform the 
world. Gatherings incorporate a variety of themes, 
speakers, activities, and dialogues. Meets the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays beginning Tuesday, September 15 from 
10–11:30am in the lower level. Quality childcare 
provided. For more information, visit 
interfaithgathering.com or contact Amanda at 
Amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Summer Movie Night! Join us on Sunday, August 30 at 
7:00 p.m. for a viewing of How To 
Train Your Dragon in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. Come enjoy snacks, 
fellowship, a popcorn bar, and a great 
movie about overcoming adversity.  
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Missio
n trip update! 

BAM Trip a Success! 

June 5–10, Sarah Bigaba (grade 7), Josh Fletcher (grade 
9), Flint Mahinga (grade 7), and Alex Marsh (grade 8), 
along with leaders Amanda Edwards and Jim Cochrane, 
traveled to Camp Burnamwood Presbyterian Camp in 
Irvine, KY in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. 
They participated in the Burnamwood Applachian Ministry 
program, or BAM.  

The two BAM directors were fantastic and coordinated service 
projects in the local area. We worked in two different county 
food banks. Work included cleaning and maintenance tasks and 
helping clients. We gained an understanding of rural poverty and 
the challenges people in the area face in both accessing and 
providing help. We helped maintain steps and upgrade a 
sandbox and swings at a local church/community 
playground. The project with the biggest impact was service to a 
county organization that offers used clothes for sale once a 
month in a converted recycling center. We walked in to heaps of 
clothes, chaos, and disorganization. We helped put an 
organization and display system in place that hopefully will 
outlast our time there. We also worked with a youth group and 
their volunteer who have committed to helping with the project 
long-term. We modeled skills and systems they can make use of 
in their ongoing work. We also enjoyed fellowship with them. 

Along the way we met and talked with a variety of people who 
gave us much to reflect on regarding faith, service, and why we 
do what we do. Time at the camp in evenings and early mornings 
offered devotional time, swimming/recreation, and 
opportunities to cook and learn more about living in community.  

New Orleans, LA: Hot, but “Totally Worth It!” 

Eight high schoolers of FPC’s youth group braved the 
heat and travelled to New Orleans, LA to work on Hurri-
cane Katrina relief during the week of July 18–25. After 
staying overnight at the historic First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, TN, we arrived in New Orleans and 
got settled in at Project Homecoming, a PC(USA) organ-

ization turned self-sustaining non-profit organization. 

Alongside leaders Jim Cochrane, Amanda Edwards, Jim Clay-
pool and Amy Fletcher, the youth split up between two differ-
ent worksites over the course of the week: Team Apricot 
learned the finer points of subfloor installation and how to in-
stall floor tiling while Team Miro worked cutting wood and fill-
ing gaps in framing with caulk in order to weatherproof the 
house and improve energy efficiency. Each construction site 
had worksite managers who trained everyone in the task at 
hand, as well as proper safety requirements when working 
with power tools (table saws, circular saws and power drills 
were used throughout the week). The work didn’t stop there, 
however. At Project Homecoming’s Volunteer Village the youth 
learned how to live in community; whether they were waking 
up at 6:15 to prepare breakfast or cleaning toilets, they learned 
the importance of teamwork! 

It was also a cultural experience, however. We heard stories 
from one man about what it was like weathering Hurricane 
Katrina when it came through, got a tour of the most-flooded 
areas, got to tour the historic wetlands that surround the city 
and even got a free night to explore the French Quarter. 
Whether we were eating 108 oysters or visiting historic New 
Orleans mansions, it was a trip not soon forgotten! 

How was the mission trip? 
What was it like? 

 

Sunday, August 30 at 11 a.m. 

Gear Up! Training for volunteers helping (or thinking about helping) on Sunday mornings. 

Sunday, August 30 at 7 p.m. 

 August Movie Night! Join FPC families in Ryerson Fellowship Hall for juice, snacks and a popcorn bar as we watch How To Train 
Your Dragon, the final installment of FPC’s Summer Movie Series! 

Saturday, September 12, 10 a.m. – 12 noon 

 FPC Ministry Fair! Come to the Expedition Equip tent and get your travel guide. Stamp your adventure passport, meet a 
mountaineer, make a prayer flag, and get a taste of how Mt. Everest can inspire your faith. 

Sunday, September 13 at 9 a.m. 

 The Expedition Begins! Don’t miss Base Camp Breakfast, Gear Up!, and Sunday Summit. Offered weekly Sunday mornings. 

Thursday, September 17 at 5:15 p.m. 

 A mid-week chance to regroup for fellowship, food, and learning in a relaxed atmosphere. Dinner at 6 p.m. Opportunities for 
children and adults. Offered weekly Thursday. 

Expedition Equip: Looking Ahead 



Page 11 First Presbyterian Church August 15—September 15, 2015 

justice, mercy and faith, for which the church’s ministries 
equip us. This is not an overnight venture, although not all 
progress will be incremental. I am personally curious as to 
what God has in mind for us at the end of this period of 
reformation, and I hope you are also.  

Third, in the way of a personal report, due to my 
truncated vacation and study leave last summer, I took 
the full annual amount due me this year. By spring, I was 
not just burning out, I was flaming out, as you may have 
recognized. Now, as I write this note seated on the porch 
of the University of Dubuque’s Guest House while 
enjoying a warm sun and a cool breeze, I thank God for a 
congregation, supportive staff, and willing ordained 
colleagues that understand that Sabbath time is critical to 
a pastor. Not only did I get the March trip to Ireland for a 
learning adventure and family fellowship, but I will soon 
have spent two full weeks at the University of Dubuque 
working on four articles (one finished)—based on my 
Gonzaga dissertation — for possible publication. Having 
completed two doctorates, I feel an obligation to put my 
education to use for the broader church in whatever ways 
God provides. My time in Dubuque has also allowed me 
to renew old friendships. I had forgotten that the library 
in which I have been studying bears in its foyer a plaque 
with my signature on it, written in my former capacity as 
chairperson of the Board of Trustees. It has been a 
homecoming of sorts, a visit to the old, while also a 
chance to see the new buildings rising everywhere that 
testify to the critical decision during my tenure to return 
the university to the Christian and Presbyterian fold. This 
process remains incomplete, of course, as the 
Presbyterian Church USA itself has shifted ground. 

Speaking of buildings (I return to the porch and 
reflections on my stewardship of time off), I confess I 
found a few days’ time to begin painting our home’s 
interior, initiating a quest for home renewal that has hung 
over my head for the past seven years like Damocles’ 
sword! DJ and Susan also jumped in to help: Ancient cave 
painters have nothing on us, especially when it comes to 
shouting and grunting.  

Most amazing, I still have remaining an actual Minnesota 
vacation, envisioned as one replete with complete 
disconnection from technology with fishing rod in hand. 
This could end up as one of the best summers ever, 
thanks to your stewardship of me.  

When I return home, I will check on the progress of 
apples, peaches, and Asian pears growing on my trees. It 
has been a fruitful season. I feel the same about our 
ministry together. I am beginning my eighth year at First 
Presbyterian Church, my longest pastorate and — God 
and you willing – conceivably my last. My enthusiasm and 
belief in the unique genius of First Presbyterian remains 
undimmed by the passage of time. With mainline 
churches failing and the population of the unaffiliated 
religiously – the “Nones” – growing, I believe that we may 
still have an invitation and hospitality to share, if we dare 
to risk retaining what is old and still useful to God while 
reaching for what is new. 

Miss you! 

God’s blessings, your pastor, 

Sam 

(Message continued from page 2) 

Amanda Edwards is a lifelong Presbyterian and native 
Iowan. Member of FPC since 2012, she is excited to share 
her passion for lifespan spiritual formation and Christian 
education and bring her expertise as a teacher and 
administrator into the church setting. As Director of 
Equipping Ministry, Amanda will oversee programming 
from birth to adult. Focus areas include birth–grade 6 and 
family ministry opportunities, with increased attention to 
adult education. Amanda is a seminary student at Earlham 
School in Religion in the Ministry of Writing program. 
Amanda is often accompanied by her husband, David 
Dude, and their three children, Maren (9), Benjamin (6), 
and Kirsten (4). Amanda loves spending time outdoors and 
carves out time to read and swim.  

Jim Cochrane has always been heavily involved with 
Christian Education. Having worked at a summer camp 
as counselor and later program director, he spent the 
2014-2015 program year as FPC’s Director of Christian 
Education. This year he is ecstatic to continue bringing 
his energy for ministry to FPC’s programs. Jim will spend 
this year focusing on youth (middle school and high 
school) ministry while also collaborating with church and 
community members to bring a young adult ministry to 
this church and the surrounding Iowa City community. 
When he’s not in the office planning new and exciting 
youth and young adult programs, you can find him either 
riding his bike on one of Iowa City’s many nature trails or 
rock climbing either outside or in the gym.  
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First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa, Historical Segment  
—by Dwight Miller 

Internal issues in the waning years of the 1960s and the early years of the 1970s at First 
Presbyterian Church were dominated in large part by the question of whether or not to 
relocate from its original downtown location. Maintenance on the century-old building had 
become an issue, and the ever dwindling availability of parking space was an increasing 
problem. Long before the decision was reached to relocate to Rochester Avenue the 
ultimate fate of the old building became an emotional and divisive question. The University 
of Iowa made an offer to buy the property contingent upon the building being razed. This 
further inflamed some members of the congregation and preservationists statewide. 
Among the more dramatic of the protests was one lodged by Dr. Joseph Baker and his wife 
Matilda by posting on the church door a copy of the Session’s notification that it had filed a 
complaint against the Bakers with the Presbytery of Southeast Iowa. The Bakers asked for 
signatures on the document of those who approved the Session’s decision to have them put on trial. The Baker’s also 
attracted considerable attention through continual harassment of the pastors and Session, including late night telephone 
calls and being disruptive at church meetings. In October 1967 the Session petitioned the Presbytery of Southeast Iowa 
to adjudicate their complaint against the Bakers. In January 1968 the Permanent Judicial Committee of the Presbytery 
found the Bakers guilty of “disrupting the peace and unity of the First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City, Iowa.” This 
verdict resulted in the Bakers’ indefinite suspension from membership, including their being excluded from taking 
communion and the removal of Dr. Baker as a ruling elder.  

The passage of time intensified the Bakers’ actions, and on May 7, 1969, the Presbytery excommunicated them. Efforts 
were made to reconcile the issues dividing the Bakers and the pastors and session. A Committee of Reconciliation was 
formed by the Session, and members met with the Bakers in an attempt to resolve the differences, but to no avail. They 
continued filing complaints with the Presbytery, the Synod of Iowa, and the General Assembly, all of which denied their 
claims. In April 1970, however, the Synod reversed the conviction of excommunication but left the indefinite suspension 
in effect. By this time church fathers far and wide had tired of an internecine conflict that had attracted national 
attention. The 185th General Assembly ruled in the Bakers’ favor and on June 13, 1973, Session moved, seconded and 
approved that the Bakers be restored to full membership. They returned to Sunday services and signed the ritual of 
friendship pad trumpeting their victory. Unwilling to give up the fight, they continued their resistance until the following 
year. At that time the Presbytery approved the sale of the church property, which, Dr. Baker observed, rendered the 
question moot, and gave he up the fight. The pastors and Session contended that the reinstatement of the Bakers by the 
General Assembly was illegal as it took no measure of their utter lack of repentance. That issue, from the standpoint of 
the pastors and the Session, was central to their reinstatement. 

Are you feeling a bit 

disconnected during these 

busy summer months? Join 

us on August 16, 23 and 30 

for a time of conversation 

and sharing from 9:15 to 

9:45 in Coover Lounge. 

Each Sunday will be 

different, so come to as 

many as you are able to 

attend. It will be a fun time 

of getting to know one another better. Listen to 

pieces of others’ story and share pieces of 

yours. Everyone is welcome: young, old, new 

members, old members, visitors, family, and 

friends. Judy Whitford will be facilitating this 

time of sharing.  

Make new connections and 

rekindle old connections.  

Beginning on September 27, the last Sunday of the month, we 
will be providing a showing of the 2014 Emmy Winner, “Years 
of Living Dangerously,” a documentary exploring the human 
impact of climate change. We will meet on the lower level, 
room 13, for one hour (9:15–10:15) before worship.  

This is a nine-episode documentary series focusing on the 
problem of climate change. Each episode stars a different 
celebrity who travels to locations affected by climate 
change. They talk with locals affected by the problem, as well 
as experts who are working on solutions and on public 
outreach and education, both within the U.S. and overseas. 
We are all in this—together. Please join us, sharpen your 
awareness, so we can learn how to become a part of the 
solution. 

The Justice Committee continues to provide 

education and awareness on topics of our 

precious world environment—God’s gift to us, 

for our maintaining. How are we doing?  
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Veda Gill to visit FPC this Fall 

Veda Shaheen Gill (Veeda Javaid), Executive 
Director of the Presbyterian Education Board in 
Pakistan, will be returning to visit FPC this fall. She 
will be in Iowa City from October 2 through 6. Veda 
will update the congregation on the Christian Girls’ 
High School in Pasrur and on education in Pakistan. 
She is planning to bring along her good friend, 
Shama Zia. Ms. Zia, a Muslim, holds a high position 
in the Pakistani Government Education 
Department and has been a friend of the 
Presbyterian Education Board for a long time. We 
look forward to Veda's visit and to meeting Ms. Zia. 

Friends of PEB*  

Board Annual Retreat 
 

We had a great weekend at the Friends of PEB 
Board 2015 Annual Retreat in Hershey, PA. You will 
recognize many of the people in the photo. (Thank 
you to Derry Presbyterian for providing our food 
and lodging.) 

FOPEB Board Members pictured from left to right: 
Row 1 :Debbie Hough, Lynn Miller, Veeda Gill, 
Barbara Kunz Loots, Margy Trimble. Row 2: Stuart 
Baskin, Carol Brink, Katie Lind, Carol Clarke, Ed 
Morgan. Row 3: Tom Brown, Jane Barnes Cranston, 
Tim Roach. 

Prior to the retreat Veda Gil invited the whole 
board to attend Aizad and Farah's Gil’s wedding in 
Philadelphia. It was two days of joyful celebration. 
The color, the dancing, the people, the exotic food, 
the clothes … were amazing. It was a real treat to 
be included in such a beautiful and happy event. 

*Friends of PEB is the group that helps to support the PEB 
(Presbyterian Education Board) in Pakistan. The Pasrur 
school in part of the PEB. Several of our Friends of Pasrur 
members and ex-ministers are also on this board. Veda Gil 
has been our mission partner with this ministry for 15 years. 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

1st Quarter $137,627.13 $39,242.66 $176,869.79  $161,323.84 $15,545.95 

2nd Quarter $138,063.94 $533.53 $138,597.47  $145,072.30 -$6,474.83 

July $40,801.48 $106.89 $40,908.37  $37,073.60 $3,834.77 

2015 Totals $316,492.55 $39,883.08 $356,375.63  $343,469.74 $12,905.89 

MONEY MATTERS 

Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=668339082
https://www.facebook.com/barbara.k.loots
https://www.facebook.com/jane.cranston
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT  

just Circle Membership! 
 

There are opportunities for every woman in the church to 

be involved in some way. 
 

See how our women are making a difference! 

Update on Rags to Stitches Fidget Quilts 

Some church activities slow down a bit in the 
summertime, but our small band of “sewers” keeps 
plugging away. Earline Moll and Judy Terry have been 
working on small quilts for the Home Ties Day Care at the 
Mennonite church. Judy, Jane Skinner, and Mick Hammer 
have recovered nine chairs in Coover Lounge that had 
been “rescued and re-purposed” by Darlene Bergman 
from the Presbytery office during renovations. Becky Ross 
and Jane have been helping two young women in the 
Holy Jerusalem church learn to operate sewing machines. 
Becky is hard at work on a banner for our church’s 175th 
anniversary celebration. We always need more hands to 
do God’s work, so put us on your to-do list and join us. 
We’ll set a date for early fall to re-group! 

CIRCLES:  

Martha Circle will reconvene Wednesday, September 16 in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Martha’s Circle is a welcoming 
group of Presbyterian Women “nurturing our faith through 
prayer and Bible Study” and supporting the mission of the 
church worldwide. We take a brief hiatus over the summer 
months but look forward to seeing everyone in September. 
We begin our fellowship with refreshments at 9:30 a.m., 
with the program beginning at 10 a.m. It is a great way to 
make new church friends! We would love to have you.  

Eve Circle will begin meeting regularly (the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall) on 
September 1. This group of women enjoys time discussing 
various aspects of their spiritual lives as well as time in 
fellowship with one another. Any woman is invited to join 
the group at any time. Give it a try! 

Bible Study beginning this fall, Come to the Waters 

Water plays a central role in the stories of scripture, from the chaotic waters of creation in Genesis to the River of Life in 
Revelation, where chaos is no more. Sometimes there is too much water (think Noah); sometimes there is too little water 
(think drought in the desert). This year’s Horzons Bible study explores some of the Bible’s more than 800 references to 
water, including the delivery of God’s people through the parting of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan River, the 
judgment of a people weak in faith, and the adoption of the people of God through baptism. The rich imagery of water 
throughout scripture helps us understand and articulate our faith. Just as water nourishes our bodies, so the scriptures on 
water nourish our souls. 

FPC will use these study resources for nine sessions this fall, Tuesdays, 5:15–6:30 p.m., September 22 – November 15. The 
facilitator is Anita Burnett (325-7640; burnett.anita1@gmail.com). More details and the study guide are available at the 
display in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! Come to the waters of faith, life, survival and becoming.  

CHURCH-WIDE GATHERING: 
Five FPC women attended The Presbyterian Women’s Churchwide Gathering in Minneapolis in June:  Jan Wicks, 
Anita Burnett, Carolina Guerrero-Webb, Chitoka Guerrero-Webb, and Nancy Ross. It was an amazing three days, as 
it has been for those attending in previous years. It was a time for participants to make new friends and enjoy old 
friends in a new setting, while renewing both mind and spirit as they participated in a multitude of educational and 
worship opportunities. Some random reflections from the week: 

Have you ever felt like the “I’m not”…. 
 She’s smart … I’m not 
 She’s a good cook … I’m not 
 She’s pretty … I’m not 
 She’s rich … I’m not 
 She’s a “Super Mom” … I’m not 
But I AM a creature of God and I AM playing 
an important role in our oneness with God. 

We need a new normal – 
 … in our church 
 … in our country 
 … in our world 
 … persistent women can 
help accomplish this 

The Ecological Crisis is really a Spiritual 
Crisis as we look for ... 
 … oneness of creation 
 … oneness with creation 
 … oneness in creation 
 
Remember: Unity is not Uniformity 

mailto:burnett.anita1@gmail.com
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Thank You speech to the American Cancer Society (abridged) 

By Helen Sheets 

Thank you, American Cancer Society – Relay for Life for 
this honor of being chosen Honorary Survivor. I am truly 
a survivor and have had many challenges in my cancer 
journey.  

I finished my last chemotherapy treatment in 2011 and 
my last oral treatment in 2014. I’ve had a long history of 
breast cancer, starting in 1992 on St. Patrick’s Day. That 
day was both difficult and terrifying as I heard those 
words, “you have breast cancer.” My life changed 
forever. I thought I did everything right. I lived a healthy 
lifestyle. Why did cancer choose me? Cancer is a 
mystery, and I know now nothing that I could have done 
differently that would have made a difference.  

My first surgery (a mastectomy) revealed that I had 10 
positive lymph nodes. In 1993 I decided to go through a 
tram flap procedure, and that required several surgeries. 
Little did I know cancer would become a full-time job as I 
was diagnosed again in 1994, again in 1996, and again in 
2000. A family doctor told me that I would probably die 
within the first year. I must tell you those were my 
darkest days. I believe the word terminal should be used 
only at a bus station or airports.  

But with my strong faith I made it through all the many 
treatments of chemotherapy, countless scans and seven 
weeks of radiation. I received IV Herceptin for 11 years. I 
had all the side effects that we all experience: losing your 
hair, mouth sores, ringing in the ears, stomach sickness 
and—one of the most terrifying things for me—shingles 
in my eye. 

Much of my support came from other survivors. To see a 
survivor who had a similar experience was a great help. 
Cancer was not widely talked about when I was first 
diagnosed; there was not much information available. I 
highly recommend a support group. I would never have 
met so many nice and caring women. Our leader, Mary 
McCarthy, is so kind and caring. Our friends and church 
members were the best. All that food that was brought 

in! Presbyterians make the best lasagna.  

Sometimes I think cancer was a gift. I have received some 
nice awards: Courage of the year award, on the travel 
exhibit of Faces of Hope and I did a video for planned 
giving. Recently I went to Washington, DC to be part of a 
walk to ask to increase federal funding for cancer 
research. I have been asked to speak at various events. 
Now I speak at the U of Iowa chemotherapy nurses 
conferences with other survivors, telling our story. 

I could not have gotten through this without the 
wonderful treatment at UIHC. Dr. Jochisem and Dr. 
Karwall were so kind. The chemotherapy nurses, the 
pharmacist, and all the staff that cared for me were the 
best. Because of them, I am well and living life to the 
fullest. 

Breast cancer is one of the most feared and most 
frequent cancers. Every woman is at risk for breast 
cancer. My advice – do monthly self-exams, see your 
doctor for regular cancer checkups and get a 
mammogram as recommended by ACS. Early detection is 
the key to survival. Get on the bandwagon – ask 
Washington DC to increase funding for cancer research. 
It’s time to end cancer.  

Many people have asked how I get through the day. 
Most times I don’t think about it, but the anxiety, not 
being in control, the unknown was difficult for me. 
Thankfully, I have a wonderful husband, Dale; he is my 
hero and my rock. We’ve been married for 60 years and 
he has done just about everything for me. One time I 
could not get my arms over my head so he washed my 
hair, set my curlers. What a time we had! We both 
agreed that he’s a better cook and housekeeper than a 
hairdresser. 

I am thrilled to say that I am a breast cancer survivor. 
With the grace of God, my faith and medicine, I feel like I 
have won the battle. I send you my best wishes for a year 

FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us 
 

September 30 from Noon to 1pm in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall  
to discuss Bel Canto by Ann Patchett.  
 

Bring your lunch and share in the 
fellowship. For more information, contact 
Jan Walker at 358-6737 

Have your monthly blood pressure 
check done on  

Sunday, September 20 in  
Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 

The September blood pressure checks will 
be done on the third Sunday of September 
because of the many activities at the 
church on September 13.  

Health Ministry Team 
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Summer Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org   

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m. and are 
directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a day for shared food, 
fellowship, and team building, so the actual time varies according to the needs of the 
church. At other times we may be on another line or in another part of the building 
addressing a ministry need. We will return your call! 

And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an answer to prayer. 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn  
Mark your calendar to join us at church  
9–11a.m. on Saturday September 19. 

 

Questions or need help? call  

Carol Macon at 351-3847 

 

BRING YOUR OWN MUG 

 

In keeping with our efforts to be more 
environmentally responsible, many in 
our church family have been in the 
habit of bringing their own coffee 
mugs for use during fellowship time. 
They wash them, then store them in 
the labeled kitchen cupboard for repeated use. If you have 
not joined this effort, or unaware of it, please bring your own 
coffee (labeled) mug to church. We’ll also be trying to use less 
plastic ware and paper plates for fellowship time. By creating 
less waste we will save money and our precious environment.  

Becky Ross, Justice Team/Worship and Celebration Ministry 

“Lusting for Infinity: A Spiritual Odyssey”  

Author, Tom W. Boyd 
 

Two friends, one an academic and the other a plumber and sometime poet, set off on a backpack trip into the Pecos 
Wilderness of New Mexico. Both men intend to escape their ordinary work-a-day existences and commune with raw 
nature. More importantly, however, they seek to explore the nature of religion. 

One of the men must account for his spiritual past, present, and future, including a broken marriage, a new love—along 
with a wandering family. The other man wrestles his own history, haunted by a fractious war. Along the way, a host of 
memorable characters accompany them on the trip. Both men start their journey together but each must ultimately 
blaze a separate trail. 

Lusting for Infinity is equal parts road trip, modern odyssey, a hero’s quest, and religious inquiry. Author Tom W. Boyd 
explores the meaning and character of religion by engaging the reader in a conversational tone punctuated with 
autobiographical accounts that explore, discover, and then reflect upon such topics as:  

● Why is anyone religious at all? 
● Can religion be understood by seeking its origins? 
● Are the roots of religion historical or existential? 
● Is religion inherent in the human condition? 
● What role does humanity’s transitory condition play in religion?  
● What happens when the religious sensibility does not take form? 

Lusting for Infinity is a welcome guidebook for those of us who are eager to reflect on the meaning and character of 
religion and its role in society and our lives. It is both a deeply moving tale and a metaphysical exploration. 


