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Rev. Berthe Nzeba to meet with Congolese FPC Members on October 15
On Thursday, October 15, the Rev. Berthe Kalombo Nzeba, the
General Secretary of the Women and Families Department of the
Church of Christ in Congo, will be coming to First Presbyterian
Church while visiting the Presbytery of East Iowa. She will meet with
Congolese members of First Church and Holy Jerusalem Church in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall at 12:00 to 2:00 pm. Christi Boyd will serve
as her translator.
A Presbyterian minister ordained in 1978, Rev. Nzeba is believed to be the first female Protestant clergy in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. For the last ten years, she has coordinated national and international church efforts in
support of women and children impacted by the protracted conflict in eastern Congo. It has become widely
acknowledged that the two Congo Wars between 1996 and 2003 have cost the lives of 5.4 million people, mostly from
disease and starvation, while millions have been displaced by the violence. In the aftermath, some 30 different militia
continue to terrorize the local population with horrendous killings and brutal sexual violence. Several of these armed
groups reportedly have been able to sustain themselves through illegal mining activities.
As the General Secretary of the ECC Department of Families, Rev. Nzeba oversees collaborative efforts by women’s
groups from ECC denominations in support of survivors of rape and war orphans. She is an active interlocutor in
ecumenical platforms for peace and security in the Great Lakes Region, and an outspoken critic of current operations in
the mining sector. As a 2015 Peacemaker, Rev. Nzeba is able to speak to the church’s role in addressing sexual violence,
advocating peace in the larger region, and the need to transform the exploitation and trade of Congo’s mineral wealth.

Inside this issue:

News from the Consultations
of Religious Communities
The Winter Clothing Distribution will be on Saturday, October 24,
from 9 a.m. until noon. Volunteers and contributions are both
needed! The drop-off date and location is Thursday, October 22
(10 a.m. – 5 p.m.) at The Dream Center/The Kingdom Center on
611 Southgate Avenue (corner of Southgate & Keokuk). If you can
volunteer on Thursday or Friday please contact Ruth Dawson at
351-4823 (rbdawson@inav.net).
Clothing can also be dropped off at the donation box in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall September 27 to October 18.
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you!
Sometimes, I am told, I presume too much. So let me begin with
the observation that I always presume that Christian people
want to pursue an understanding of the Bible and its
implications for their lives. Indeed, studying and learning from
the Bible in the company of one another is how we nurture our
Reformed and Presbyterian faith. We are “reformed and
reforming, according to the Word of God.”
The foundation of our existence – the Word who springs from
God, who re-creates the world and who we experience in the
church as the Risen Christ — speaks to us through both (1) our
reading of the Bible and (2) the intervening interpretive work of
God’s Holy Spirit, who works to make the Bible clear to us.
Based on what we read, we are summoned to make
commitments. Furthermore, we don’t read our Bibles or make
our commitments in isolation: We do so in company with other
people, the church. The latter helps us hear what God is saying
to us through what we read in the Bible. The church also holds
us accountable for what we do with what we hear: God has
tasked the church to foster commitments and to help us keep
them.
I have attempted to give you a visual presentation of what we
Presbyterians – and many other “mainline Christians” - believe
about what it means to read the Bible, below:
God (Father & Son)
Holy Spirit’s power
Bible

Word of God
Risen Christ
Believers in church fellowship

I grant that this may feel a bit convoluted, but contrast this with
the alternatives. On the one hand, some believe that only a
pope or bishop or biblical scholar or pastor should have the final
word on what a Bible text means. On the other hand, some
believe that interpretation is unnecessary and that the Bible’s
written, literal English words can be understood without
interpretation.
We take the third way, explained above, as our common
ground. Without this understanding of our common ground – if
this is not our shared assumption — you and I may need to
renegotiate our assumptions about the Bible and each other. If
this is our understanding of our common ground, however, then
I trust what I say next makes sense . . .
This morning, sitting at Java House on First Ave. across the
street from the presbytery office, three thoughts haunted me. I
am troubled.
First, the young woman filtered my coffee in designated spot
number two, named this week as “Schindler’s List.” The face
staring back at me was that of Liam Neeson, who played Oskar
Schindler in the movie. If you recall, Schindler was a
manufacturer of munitions in Nazi Germany who never seemed
able to create a credible product to further the Nazi war effort.
While passively undermining the Nazis, he was also saving
wealthier Jews from the Holocaust. To the Nazis, Jewish wealth
was to be stolen. For Schindler, Jewish wealth was the way to
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buy Nazi neglect of
his operations that
saved many Jews.
Schindler’s
extremely risky efforts led eventually to his being
named as a Righteous Gentile by the State of
Israel. “Righteous” in this case meant that he had
a right, just, and even loving relationship with the
Jews in opposition to overwhelming wrong.
As best he could, Schindler invited those who
were considered very different from him to find a
safe home with him in his manufacturing
operations. He made them his people, his
friends, his family. This was an example of
hospitality, which is an ancient core value
repeatedly affirmed in the Hebrew (Old
Testament) Scriptures and in the Christian (New
Testament) Scriptures. Succinct summaries of the
need to practice hospitality are found in the
●
●
●
●

●

●

Genesis story of creation,
the Genesis story of Abraham entertaining
angels,
the repeated instructions in Hebrew law to
treat foreigners well,
most of Jesus’ parables, including the ones
we know best, like the Prodigal Son and the
Good Samaritan,
the Book of Hebrews’ warning to Christians
that they must warmly welcome strangers
because strangers might be hidden
messengers (angels) from God, and
the final chapters of the final book of the
Bible, the Book of the Revelation, in which
God finally is anticipated to finally make a
home with humanity.

Sin is defined as an alienation that refuses to
offer hospitality: to the stranger, to the enemy,
or to a person “beneath us.” It is also sin that
causes guests to act badly, even arrogantly, in
the face of hospitality. The practice of hospitality
always requires a price to be paid; the host must
sacrifice to make room for the guest, and the
guest must sacrifice to fit into the customs of the
host. Sometimes the sacrifice is quite costly. O
Word of God, I hear you.
The second troubling stream came to me this
morning while I listened to NPR. Hungary has
erected a fence against refugees fleeing to
Germany and Sweden from Syria and other
points in the Middle East. One of the sources
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Deacons Bench
In order to facilitate communication between the members of the
FPC community and our caring ministries, each person in the
congregation has been assigned two Deacon contacts. Deacon
contacts are meant to be a supplement to, not a replacement for,
existing supportive relationships among church members or
pastoral care. The Deacons want to help create a nurturing church
family for all and foster friendships. We intend to ensure that
everyone has a point of contact as well as access to and awareness
of available resources.
As a reminder, the current deacon pairs are listed below according
to the first letters of each person’s last name.
A-Cl
Burgundy
Paul Schaefer & David Carlson
Co-Fi Sunshine Yellow Liz Bolin & Louise Gisolfi
Fl-Hi
Red
Anita Burnett & Susan Van Duyn-Phipps
Ho-Le Purple
Ben Urick & Glenn Van Roekel
Li- Mi Orange
Jeremy Fletcher & Stephanie Brentner
Mo-Po Fuschia
Rhonda Barr & Maeleen Thorius
Pr-Sk Gold
Mary Linn & Sue Olson
Sm-U Teal
Cedric Lee & Pauline Miller
V-Z
Blue
Moses Kasiriba & Sarah Swisher
In January 2016, the Deacons will be implementing a new
organizational system in which we will group FPC community

members by where they
live and assign to them
two Deacons who live in
the area. Our hope is that these new Deacon
Neighborhoods will provide opportunities for
members of the FPC community to meet and
build relationships with other members who
live in their neighborhood. This change will also
make it easier for members to receive the help
they need and allow those who can help their
neighbors to do so.
The new Deacon Neighborhoods system is a
significant change to the way things have been
done in the past. The Deacons are committed
to making this transition as easy as possible for
everyone. We will be providing more
information throughout the fall. Please be on
the lookout for more communications from the
Deacons as well as information available in
Ryerson Hall. If you have any questions, please
contact Jeremy Fletcher at
fletchej22@gmail.com.

Many REALM opportunities for First Family members at Women Build
schedule painting and landscaping for
specific days as projected dates
change erratically due to the schedule
FPC involvement
of trades companies, weather,
A special offering was held at FPC for
volunteer turnout, etc.)
Women Build on Sept. 13, and First
• provide snacks, lunch or drinks;
Family members were able to meet
perhaps serve the refreshments at the
The goal of each year’s Women Build the family who will live in the Women
work site
is to raise at least $50,000 in local
Build home. Anyone wishing to
• greet and sign in volunteers at the
contributions to help cover the cost of donate at any time, however, may
start of a shift
constructing a new home for a family send contributions directly to
• take photos and video of volunteers
in need and address our area’s
Habitat:
and build progress to be used on FPC’s
shortage of affordable housing.
Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity
website and social media·
Women Build, as with all Habitat
2401 Scott Blvd. SE
builds, relies heavily on volunteers to Iowa City, IA 52240
• decorate the studs of a new home
reduce labor costs and is designed to
with blessings or messages to the
On the memo line of the check,
empower women who may not feel
partner family
please indicate Women Build.
comfortable volunteering at a male• build birdhouses, flower boxes, make
dominated construction site, although There are many additional ways that
key chains or simple picture frames; all
male volunteers are also very
First Family members can support
these things can be made with scraps
welcome. Construction of the home
Women Build. Of course there are
from the work site
began on September 11; volunteer
lots of construction-related jobs for
• paint doors and baseboards off-site
shifts are 8-12 and 1-5 Thursday,
volunteers to do on the build site,
• gather housewarming items —
Friday, & Saturday through early
many that don’t require advanced
cleaning supplies, plants, towels, etc.
November. The home is located on
construction skills! And the list below
— and present them at the dedication
Prairie du Chien Road in Iowa City.
is a sampling of additional tasks that
of the home. For further details on
This year’s Women Build project will
will benefit the project and the
these and many other options for
help a family from Sudan with four
family:
contributing to these projects, contact
kids under age 15–-all currently living
●
clean
and
organize
the
job
site
and
the volunteer coordinator at the
in a two-bedroom apartment.
tool trailer
Habitat office:
Enjoy lots more info and updates
volunteer@iowavalleyhabitat.org or
● paint and landscape (we cannot
319-337-8949.
The Iowa Valley Habitat for
Humanity’s 7th annual Women Build
project is in honor of long-time
Johnson County volunteer Mary
Palmberg, who is also a long-time FPC
member.
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here: http://
marypalmbergbuild.com/
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10:30 A.M. Worship Assistant
Have you ever wondered how to sign up to be an usher, lay leader or lay
reader? In the past our Worship Assistant Coordinators have simply gone through the church directory and
contacted people to learn whether they were interested in this important ministry.
In an effort to be more inclusive and to streamline our volunteer efforts, starting this fall you may use this easy
sign-up system for worship assistants found on the Sign-up Genius site. If you’ve used Sign-up Genius in the past
to sign up for Fellowship or Caring Connection, you can now go to your account and sign up for worship
leadership, too. What could be easier than one handy place to coordinate all of your FPC volunteer work?
If you’re new to Sign-up Genius, simply go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-worship
and create an account, then search for First Presbyterian Worship Assistants. If you would rather continue to sign
up via personal telephone or email contact or if you have questions about the new system, please let Susan Van
Duyn-Phipps know at sue.cross@q.com or 515-205-3576.
Thanks to all of you who faithfully lead in worship.

Great news from member Carol
Tippe on the new Hospice House!
Many have expressed support for the Hospice Home
of Johnson County 501(c)3 nonprofit and our desire to
find a home to serve persons in hospice care in a home-like setting with care and compassion. I want to update
you on our project. We have a property that we are very interested in, 8 Lime Kiln Lane NE, Iowa City, Iowa. It
would be a first-step property, a place where we could provide care at our first years for 4-6 hospice patients and
their loved ones at a time. It would be a home, a residence and an extended family for compassionate care. It
would allow us a place to show the community that having this choice of a hospice home residence is really
needed and desired. The home is in a great location, with mature gardens and trees to provide a serene setting.
It has been recently renovated and would only need some minor renovations for accessibility.
After four years of planning, we are closer than ever
to being ready to actually serve patients. We need
your help!
1. We are asking for your guidance and support as
we seriously consider buying the home. If you
know of persons in our community who would
like to contribute to the project, we would love
those names so that we can meet with them
soon!

4. We would really appreciate your active involvement
in the effort. Come to our meetings held monthly at
7 p.m. on the second Mondays of the month at First
Presbyterian Church, 2701 Rochester Ave, Iowa City,
IA. Add your expertise to our planning and
fundraising. Add your loving hands to our care of
persons at the home soon if this all works out! Tell
us of other community leaders who would be
helpful in this effort! Refer them to our website,
www.hospicehomejc.org and our Facebook page for
Hospice Home of Johnson County.

2. If you would like to contribute, please know that
you can do so online at our website,
5. Help us create a network of support and
www.hospicehomejc.org. Or you can mail a
communication in this community about the need
contribution to our current mailing address, 1229
for the choice of a hospice home for Johnson
Goldenrod Dr, Iowa City, IA 52246. Or you can
County! There is no other hospice home in our
contribute through our accounts at the
county. People cannot always die in their own
Community Foundation of Johnson County. All
homes. People do not always have a 24-hour
donations are tax deductible, and contributions
caregiver available in their lives to help them stay at
to our endowment at the Community Foundation
home with hospice care. People that do have
are eligible for tax credits through the State of
caregivers need permanent caregiver relief during
Iowa.
exhausting end-of-life care. Hospice Home of
Johnson County is a necessary choice for loving
3. We would love to have you see the home and
home care in a small compassionate setting.
give us your feedback! We had a showing, Aug.
18 Aug. 20. Contact Carol Tippe at 321-0390 if
Thank you for reading this and for your past and future
you want to see the home before we make this
support!
purchase.
Carol Tippe
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by October 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you!

October 1-15

September 15-30
9/15 Dave Gier
9/15 Maggie Mowery
9/19 Anita Burnett
9/19 Ann Finley
9/19 Steve Smith
9/19 Gabrielle Wadsworth
9/20 Amy Johnston
9/22 Fred Harris
9/22 Joel Lee
9/23 Mick Hammer
9/23 Marguerite Morey

9/25
9/25
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/30
9/30

Ruth Gier
Steve Spangler
Eric Forsythe
Sam Massey
Joyce Stochl
Jacob Stolz
Katie Stolz
Elliot Suh
Shirley Pate
Chaz McVay
Joey Summerwill

Nancy and Steve Weber are proud to
announce the birth of their new
granddaughter Liesl. She was born
September 2. She’s a peanut—5 pounds 3
ounces—but healthy. Mom Emmy is doing
fine.
Randy Howe and Ila Reid were married at
First Presbyterian Church on September 11
by Pastor Sam Massey.
Kory May competed in the semifinal round
of Toastmasters World Championship in
Public Speaking on Aug. 13 Kory won second
place in his semifinal heat, which placed him
in the top 20 competitors worldwide for this
year.

10/1
10/1
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/9

Jerry Stamp
Al Wicks
Tyson Neubauer
Joan Maxwell
Edmond Bigaba
Chad Greimann
Cayden Saunders
Judy Whitford
Temple Hiatt
Bill Rubright
Melissa Duff

10/9
10/10
10/10
10/12
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/15

Nancy Stellwagen
Brent Foster
Rachael Nicholson
Ken Miller
Emily Feagins
Karen Nicklaus
Marvin Bergman
Taylor Dengler
Steve Hurt

Compeer is very grateful to
First Presbyterian Church for
offering office space when the
need was immediate and great.
It is a bright and inviting space to meet with all
those connected with Compeer. It is wonderful
to work together to help those in need.
Thank you for your generosity.
Deb Moore, Director, and board members
Jo Bowers, Sherri Zastrow, Rob Otto,
Kit Crane, Bev High, Carol McGhan, Margalea
Warner, David Jepsen Skip Kempnich and
Joyce Carman

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
Mark your calendar to join us at Carols,
9–11a.m. on Saturdays.
Questions or need help?
Call Carol Macon at
351-3847
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Jackie Finn, Andy Piro, Mary
Roberts, Joe Stockman, Mary
Ann Clemons, Joyce Stochl and
Mike Phelps.
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MONEY

Contributions

MATTERS
Misc. Income

Total Income

Larry Bruner, Treasurer
Total Expenses Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

1st Quarter

$137,627.13

$39,242.66

$176,869.79

$161,323.84

$15,545.95

2nd Quarter

$138,063.94

$533.53

$138,597.47

$145,072.30

-$6,474.83

July

$40,801.48

$106.89

$40,908.37

$51,183.45

-$10,275.08

August

$39,774.24

$100.53

$39,874.77

$43,148.87

-$3,274.10

$356,266.79

$39,983.61

$396,250.40

$400,728.46

-$4,478.06

2015 Totals

Session Highlights
-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session
The session met August 18, 2015, in Coover Lounge at 7:00
p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the Christ
candle. Elder John Barr read a selection from the PCUSA
Mission Yearbook about Islamic and Christian faiths in
Indonesia and led us in prayer.
Session accepted the removal from membership of Lynn and
Pete Sidwell.
The recent birth of Jesse Mahinga, son of Milord and
Syphoriana Mahinga, on July 15, 2015, was noted. Two recent
deaths were noted. Ruth Perkins passed July 1, 2015. Her
service was held at FPC, led by Pastor Sam. Jim McDonald
passed August 4, 2015. His service was held in Cherokee, IA on
August 12, 2015. (Jim had moved to Keokuk a few years ago to
be near his son.)
A thank you letter from the Crisis Center for the $2500
donation from FPC was circulated.
The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was received.
Elder Vern Dengler asked if there was money in the capital
campaign to be able to pay for the Building and Grounds
projects that may come up soon. The session approved using
up to $6000 from building reserves for this, if needed.
Session approved the minutes of the June 16, 2015 stated
session.
Pastor Sam reported: “I took 2.5 weeks of study leave, took
some days to paint the house, and will have vacationed
(fishing) for two weeks. I am very grateful for the time away.
While in town during those weeks, I did make a few pastoral
calls.”
Elder Carol Ulch gave a report from the REALM Planning
ministry in preparation for the August 25, retreat. Deacons,
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Maeleen Thorius and Jeremy Fletcher and Elder John Barr
helped answer questions, explain the process, and summarize.
Elder Barr explained the PCUSA’s Public Witness and Advocacy
Proposal, which had been distributed to elders. It was decided
that more information was needed before a decision could be
made whether to financially support the proposal. John will
interact with Presbytery clerk Rebecca Blair to find out more
about the proposal.
Elder Richard Van Rheeden spoke about his visit to
Northminster Church, which has a vibrant webcast. He plans to
inform elders about the process and costs involved.
Elder Ann Grosscup reported that the Holy Jerusalem Church
and FPC are working together. Holy Jerusalem will be getting
hymnals. They are also using the sewing machines.
The nominating committee is asking for suggestions for future
elders and deacons.
Ann urged elders to sign up for FPC’s 175th celebration events.
Building and Grounds’ Vern Dengler reported that any repairs
to the parking lot before winter would be incorporated into the
major work ahead, not torn up. 13 sidewalk squares need to be
replaced. This will come out of the B&G budget.
The Compeer Group is now working out of FPC room 12.
$2060 was raised by FPC offerings for the Habitat Thrivent
Build.
Session approved adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns,
followed by prayer. Elder Ann Grosscup closed the meeting
with prayer. The next meeting will be held September 15, 7
p.m. in Coover Lounge.
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Ruth 1:16 “Your people
will be my people and your God my God.”
Women’s Retreat Coming Soon!
Fourth Annual Laughter and Latte Retreat October 2 & 3
Women: You matter to First Presbyterian Church, whether you are a faithful attendee, occasional visitor, or are
just becoming familiar with us. Here’s a chance to make new friendships and nurture seasoned ones with the
awesome women of FPC, all while enjoying peaceful moments away in a beautiful setting.
The 4rd Annual Laughter and Latte Women’s Retreat will be held on October 2 and 3 at Prairiewoods Retreat
Center, Hiawatha. It will be a time of making connections with other FPC women, laughing, eating, praying,
worshiping, hiking, singing, sharing stories and much more. Scholarships are available by contacting Judy
Whitford. For questions, contact members of the retreat planning committee—Stephanie Brentner, Nancy
Gardner, Chitoka Guerrero-Webb, Sherry Lohman, and Judy Whitford—or any women who have attended
previous retreats.

See the registration table in Ryerson Fellowship Hall.

FPC Men’s Spiritual Formation Group Resumes
First Church Men’s Spiritual Formation Group meets on Wednesday mornings, 7–8 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship
Hall. Our core group of 6–8 men meets for meditative readings, discussion of contemporary societal and
religious issues, fellowship, and a light breakfast. Related activities during 2014 included providing leadership for
FPC participation in the pre-Christmas “Gifts for Parents” program, funding a donation to the Project Holiday
food program at the Crisis Center, and preparing and serving evening meals on two occasions for the First
Church Youth Group.
This fall we plan use Joyce Rupp’s Open the Door – A Journey to the True Self (published by Sorin Books;
available on Amazon) as the focus for our meditation and reflection. Please consider joining us and getting to
know other FPC members.
Questions can be directed to John Barr at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join us as we begin our journey
through Exodus.

Interested in joining FPC?

Starting Sept. 23 at 9:30 am in Coover Lounge,
Sadie May leads this lively discussion.
Come enjoy the fellowship, coffee and Word.

New Member Classes will be
offered this fall. You can select
from either Sunday, Oct.18, after
worship, or Saturday, Nov.14,
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Watch for more info
in upcoming bulletins and
newsletters.
Questions or to RSVP for a
date, contact Pastor Sam or
Tammy Schroeder.
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Equipping Ministry

From Sea to Summit


Leadership Opportunities







Tots and Tykes

Voyagers

Base Camp Breakfast

Sundays with TED
Pathfinders

Trailblazers

Full Circle
Come to the Waters

EXPLORERS


Interfaith Women’s Gathering

Exodus Bible Study

Justice Movie Series

New Member Class

For the most up to date information on
these and more, visit the Equipping
Ministry blog at
http://fpcEquips.wordpress.com.
Sign-up there to have updates
automatically emailed to you!
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Come to the Waters Bible Study
Tuesdays, September 22—November 22
How do you grow in faith? There is no “one right answer” to this question.
Each of us decides what tools and practices will guide us through both the
easy and the tough times in life. Bible study can help us define who we are
and whose we are as we focus on scripture and its application in the here
and now. That is what a group of adults will be doing this fall using Come
to the Waters as the theme of a nine week study published by Horizons,
the official publication of Presbyterian Women. If your soul is longing for a
fresh look at scripture, this class may satisfy that thirst. Registration material and the study guide are available at a display in Ryerson Fellowship
Hall. Class meets on Tuesdays, September 22 – November 17, 5:15-6:30
p.m., in Coover Lounge. Questions? Contact Anita Burnett
(burnett.anita1@gmail.com; 319-325-7640).

An Epilogue to our
Anniversary
Celebrations

Thank you to the
175th Anniversary
Committee
This committee has worked
tirelessly throughout the past year
to organize and execute 5
celebratory events, in addition to
weekly Historic notes, newsletter
articles, etc. We are grateful for
their faithful stewardship in facilitating this important event
in the life of this congregation.
Members of the committee are: Ann Grosscup, Ben Urick,
Bill Oglesby, Bob and Millie Youngquist, Dwight Miller, John
Raffensperger, Toni and J.J. DeRyke, Vern Dengler, Mary
Ellen Stamp, chair and Darlene Bergman, staff. When you
see these people, thank them for their good work.

Sadly we announce that Pablo Gorin has
resigned from his position as organist here
at FPC. His final service with us was the day
of the 175th Celebration on September 13.
Pablo has determined that he needs to
dedicate his full attention to his doctoral
studies and can no longer balance both
responsibilities. An Organist Search
Committee will be put in place soon to find
a new organist. In the interim, our assistant
organist, Ednamae Fisher, and UI Organ
Professor Emeritus Delbert Disselhorst will
share duties of worship leadership. If you
wish to offer gratitude for Pablo’s work and
time among us, he can be reached at
pablocesargorin@gmail.com.

Page 9

On Sunday, October 11, former
Interim Pastor Dave Phillpot will
return to our pulpit. Rev. Phillpot
served as Interim Pastor for an
extended period between 19861988, following the lengthy pastorate
of Jack Zerwas. He was the first
interim pastor at our Rochester location.
Rev. Phillppot will be preaching at both
the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services on the topic
“God, Humanity, The Universe, and Other
Related Subjects.” We look forward to
having Rev. Phillpot back with us again.

FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us
October 28 from Noon to 1 p.m. in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall to discuss

Learning to Walk in the Dark by
Barbara Brown Taylor.
Bring your lunch and share in the
fellowship. For more information,
contact Jan Walker at 358-6737

First Presbyterian Church
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~by Darlene Bergman
Director of Music and Liturgical Arts

World Communion—A Child-like faith

I came across a reflection written by Fred
R ecently
Craddock on a story by Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish

majority who hurried on past, unheeding. Whites, blacks and
Asians, young and old, men and women, were represented in
theologian. Kierkegaard pictures a small child who cheerfully all three groups. But the behavior of one demographic
leads a band of blind violinists along a busy Amsterdam street. remained absolutely consistent. Every single time a child
They are playing beautifully for coins that will provide their
walked past, he or she tried to stop and watch. And every
food and shelter. But the blind musicians are surrounded and single time, a parent scooted the kid away.”
appreciated by a crowd of poor people—folks who can
Music can serve as a form of prayer, offering transcendent
provide no food. And passing by the violinists on the outskirts
moments whether in church, in the concert hall, at the
of the picture are the members of the noble class who are
pedmall where a lone blues singer pours out his heart or when
blind to their needs. But who will serve these poor musicians?
people serendipitously join in a conga circle, in the sounds of
Kierkegaard asks. Those who would cannot. Those who should
children at play, or in the other sounds of creation. Last May,
will not.
as I sat in the balcony of the Hyogo (Japan) Performing Arts
That story reminds me of the YouTube video of Joshua Bell,
Center experiencing, with tear stained cheeks, one of those
one of today’s foremost violinists, opening the case of his $3.5 transcendent moments, I looked down at that packed house
million Strad in the subway at the nucleus of Washington D.C. realizing that though I could not communicate with them
and playing some of the most elegant music ever written for
verbally, we were together similarly inspired and united
violin. He was passed by 1000-odd people; rarely did people
through the power of music. If we can take the time to
stop to take notice or alter their gate; nor did a crowd gather. acknowledge the beauty of our landscape, the power of music
Three days earlier he had played at Boston’s Symphony Hall to in whatever form it takes, we can move beyond whatever
a sold-out crowd, good seats going for $100. But here in the
differences divide us, whether political or religious. Music can
subway it’s as if he’s invisible; Bell played with no
go straight to the heart, soul and body of people and move us
acknowledgment, no applause. It wasn’t until he began
to become more “like what we love,” and that becoming can
playing Schubert’s “Ave Maria,” a sort of musical prayer, that lead us to acts of justice and mercy. Like Jesus’ example, to
something revealing happened. A woman holding her
despise injustice and be willing to make that our vocation.
preschooler’s hand walks briskly by but the child twists and
May people around the globe hear our music on this World
cranes his head, looking toward the music until he is rushed
Communion Sunday, October 4.
through the exit.
The Washington Post reported: “There was no ethnic or
demographic pattern to distinguish the people who stayed to
watch Bell, or the ones who gave money, from that vast

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
little children, you will never enter the realm of God.”
(Matthew 18:3)

Thank you to summer musicians
We are grateful to those of you
who shared your musical gifts in
worship over the summer. Your
willingness to offer your time and
talent in this way enriches our
summer worship experience
while providing our music
ministries staff and volunteers a
time of rest and renewal. Those
who provided special music
during the summer were: Millie
and Heather Youngquist, Ann
Muilenburg, Kathy Maxey, Ashley Argall, Ben Faden, Sarah Klemuck,
Esther and David Puderbaugh, Becca Morgan, Toni DeRyke, Anjali
Huynh, Ednamae Fisher, Mary Jo Keith, Taylor Dengler, and Laurie
and Mia Thedens.

Children’s and
Youth Rehearsal
Schedule
Beginning:
September 17
6:45-7:30 p.m.
Station

Junior Choir (Gr. 2-6) in Creation

September 17
7:30-8:30 p.m.

Youth Choir (Gr. 7-12) in Choir Room

September 20
9:00-9:20 a.m.
Station

Carol Choir (Pre-Gr. 2) in Creation

Thank you for your music ministry!
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT just Circle
Membership!
There are opportunities for every woman in the church to be involved in
some way. See how our women are making a difference!

RAGS TO STITCHES

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

The latest project of the Rags to Stitches group was making 35
small cloth shopping bags (Blessing Bags) for the Servanthood
Ministry of our church. These bags were filled with necessary
food items and a listing of local social services and distributed to
homeless people in our community. This is only one of the
projects this group has worked on. If you are an interested
“stitcher” please know they are always looking for persons to
help. Contact Jane Skinner if you would like to know more:
358-2862 or skinner.jane33@gmail.com

CIRCLES
Martha Circle’s meetings occur each third Wednesday at 9:30
a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. September 16 will be the first
gathering of the group this fall. Anita Burnett is coordinating the
program – a report of The Churchwide Gathering 2015. This is a
growing, eager, multi-age group of women. They would love to
see you become a part of the group as well. Join them!

Eve Circle’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, October 6 at
7:00 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Toni DeRyke will present
the program, Jeri Smith will have devotions, and Sally Rickey is
the hostess. Every woman in the church is welcome to attend
the meeting. Come join this friendly enthusiastic group!

Come to the Waters—BIBLE STUDY
Water is essential to life. As a participant in this year’s fall Bible
study, you’ll have opportunities to study scripture that considers
this essential water. Come to the Waters is the theme for a
nine-week series that meets Tuesdays, September 22 –
November 17, 5:15-6:30 p.m. in Coover Lounge. The study
guide, available at a display in Ryerson Fellowship Hall, will help
people look at 16 of the Bible’s 800+ references to water. Each
of the study’s 9 lessons includes one or more Bible passages and
a primary theological theme or issue: (1) Birthing Waters—
Creation; (2) Life-giving Water—Baptism; (3) Absence of
Water—Thirst and Longing; (4) Dangerous Waters—God’s
Deliverance; (5) Stormy Water—Faith; (6) Waters of Justice and
Righteousness—Justice; (7) Streams of Mercy—Forgiveness; (8)
Hospitality of Living Water—Compassion; (9) River of Life—
Hope. Questions? Contact Anita Burnett (319-325-7640;
burnett.anita1@gmail.com).

Join the group September 3 at 10 a.m. at New
Horizons United Methodist Church, 2251 First
Ave, Coralville. This month our study will be
preparing us for Human Relations Day.
Church Women United will meet September 25,
at 9:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church, 2675 E. Washington Street, Iowa City.
We will continue to support the Domestic
Violence Intervention Program. They have
requested that we help them support their
Cookies for Cops project. DVIP has taken
cookies to law enforcement agencies for several
years…one of the ways to say thank you to law
enforcement for their help with domestic abuse
situations. This includes people from three or
four counties they serve…so they need LOTS of
cookies! We will bring the cookies, package
them, and then DVIP will deliver them to the
various agencies. Be prepared to bring collected
cookies and package them at this meeting.
Please donate cookies to bring on September
25. Though the primary focus will be this
packing activity, there will also be a short
program celebrating Human Relations Day … as
well as a time for refreshments and fellowship.
Plan to attend.

Dates to Remember

October 3, Presbytery Women’s Fall
Gathering in New London
December 12, FPC Cookie Walk

Eat Out Group

Enjoy dinner at Blackstone
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 6 p.m.,
Contact Louise Larew
341-8361
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Ednamae Fisher Remarks at Holden Center
I was born and raised in the southwest part of Oklahoma in a
small town. I had a great passion and yearning to study music
from a very early and young age. This passion resulted in my
getting a degree in Organ Performance from Oklahoma Baptist
University in Shawnee, OK. When I graduated, I moved to
Dallas, Texas to begin my career as a full-time organist,
directing children’s choirs and handbells in a large church. I
had dreams of being in one place for a long time and
establishing myself in my field and being “one of the best
musicians” in that field. After being in Dallas for several
months, I met this guy named Ken Fisher, the love of my life.
Ken, for those of you who do not know, is the Chief Financial
Officer of University of Iowa Health Care. Little did I realize that
being married to this man changed MY plans as I became the
“trailing spouse,” moving many times for his career, but always
finding a great organ to play in 8 states and 10 cities where we
have lived. We lived the longest in Charlotte, North Carolina,
and it is where our children, Marnie and Katie, call “home,”
and we also call “home.” It is where we moved from to IoWA.
I thought my life was all planned out perfectly in Charlotte:
lovely friends, great church and instrument (as in BIG organ),
great choirs, fabulous bell choirs to direct, lovely home and
garden. I felt lucky and thought I would live out our lives in
Charlotte. THEN, Ken got a call from this place called Iowa to
be the interim CFO ... I said “IoWA … where is Iowa?” I just
thought it was another “gig” for him … well was I ever wrong.
Within a matter of weeks, he began telling me that he was
being asked to come permanently as the CFO. So I resigned
from my “perfect job” again, left life-long friends, my lovely
home and yard which I had made a little bit of heaven, and
cried all the way to Iowa to begin yet again.
My first winter in IoWA (2007) was miserable for me. I had
never felt such cold, such loneliness. We searched and
searched for a church. It was a cultural shock to move to a
small community and not find that “big” church. Finally, we
found First Presbyterian Church and Sam Massey, our
wonderful minister, and Darlene Bergman, our fabulous music
director. They helped me to find a place to use my musical
gifts. As you know, I play the organ on a part-time basis and
direct the wonderful JuBELLation Handbell Ensemble. This
nurturing church and people fill my heart and soul with
happiness.
I also found the most excellent and caring physicians here at
the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, and many have
become my close friends. I discovered that this “little place
called Iowa” is over-flowing with the most talented and
brilliant physicians and cutting-edge science in the country!
Little did I know that I was going to need that brilliance and
cutting-edge talent in my own life
One day after my regular Jazzercise class, Monday, September
30, 2013, I went to Iowa River Landing for my routine
mammogram. I was given a choice to have the regular
mammogram, or the new 3D/Tomosynthesis mammography.
One of UIHC’s Radiologists, Dr. Laurie Fajardo, is one of the
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inventors of this new imaging. Wow, right here in
Iowa! Of course, I wanted the new and latest imaging,
so I had the mammogram, followed by an ultrasound. This one, though, seemed a little different as
the radiologist kept going back to an area in my right
breast. She finally took hold of my arm and said, “Mrs.
Fisher, I want you to look at this mass we have found.
It is very concerning, so I am calling a breast surgeon
for you to see immediately!”
As one can imagine, I was numb with shock and could
not quite wrap my head around her words and my
emotions. I somehow made it to my vehicle and
texted Ken to let him know. He told me he would
meet me at the front door of the Holden Cancer
Center. How very scary! Still, with my head spinning
(THIS COULD NOT BE HAPPENING TO ME! I eat right, I
exercise daily, do not have any family history of
cancer. Doesn’t cancer happen to other people?”)
I arrived at The Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center
and burst into tears upon seeing Ken and entering this
new world that would become my home for the next
year!
I was greeted warmly and with such tender care by
the staff, both nurses and physicians. My surgeon
showed me the ultra-sound tests that had been
performed that morning and re-did them herself. She
then said that she would like to do the biopsy right
then, if I was agreeable. My response was: “let’s get
on with this and find out the results!” She performed
that biopsy and sent it off to the lab, telling me there
was a 1% chance that is was NOT cancerous.
I was then scheduled to return on Thursday for the
results. We returned and were told that the results
were positive. My surgeon and I developed a “plan”
for surgery. I told her that it was extremely important
to me that I attend a Cooking School Boot Camp in
Santa Fe, NM, November 1–5 as I was going with my
very close cooking friends (we Call ourselves the GNO
group … “Girl’s Night Out … but we always cook for
each other). This group of friends includes Dr. Kim
Leslie, OB/GYN, Dr. Janet Fairley, Dermatology, Ann
Williamson, then VP of Nursing, Jodi Sobotka,
formerly Legal Counsel for UIHC, and neighbor and
friend Mary Jo Keith. I was told that we could work
that into the schedule. The first initial plan was a
lumpectomy followed by maybe chemo and radiation.
As more tests were completed the results changed to
a mastectomy followed by chemotherapy.
I had to tell my beloved daughters, Marnie and Katie,
my handbell ensemble that I direct on Sunday
mornings, and those friends close to me. I remember
my minister, Sam Massey, telling me that he truly
believed that I was in Iowa at the UIHC for this
reason! Well … a reason to be in Iowa! I think he was
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right then … and I know he was right as of today.
There was a definite reason for ME to be here and
not just Ken … my super “Husband of the Year” aka
“Hotty.”
Instead of going to Jazzercise every morning, I began
walking, usually 5 miles a day, to remain strong
physically, mentally and spiritually for the upcoming
events that were beginning to unfold. I had my first
meeting with Dr. Alexander Thomas, who began to
help me plan our attack on this cancer, and I asked
her permission also to attend the Cooking School in
NM before we began all of the surgeries and
treatments.
Surgery was scheduled on my return along with the
reconstructive phase. I was still able, afterwards, from
time to time, to direct my much loved handbell choir
and even play the organ occasionally, too.
Chemo began on December 26 with my introduction
to the REAL HOLDEN CANCER CENTER — THE
INFUSION UNIT! Believe it or not, I came to look
forward to my treatments. I was treated so lovingly
and watched like a hawk (ha—Go Hawkeyes!) by all
the nurses and care-givers in the infusion unit. I had
THEE BEST physicians in the country … NO DOUBT AT
ALL! My internist called me regularly to check on me
both mentally and physically, and my oncologist
always stopped by during my infusions to meet my
daughters and friends who had traveled across the

country to be with me during these times. HOW LUCKY
WAS I?
After chemo was completed in March, I still had several
surgeries to look forward to: the reconstruction in two
phases and one unexpected surgery: a cataract which had
developed because of steroids used during chemo.
Throughout this entire year, I was in the most capable
hands of many and great wonderful health-care providers
that I could not have found anywhere else! I asked Ken if I
could have received this level of care anywhere else he
had worked: UCSF, YALE, NY Presbyterian, University of
Vermont...and on and on, including Charlotte) and his
response was “NO.”
I am so thankful for each of these who touched my life
during this time. Cancer changed me for the better for
sure. Am I glad about having cancer? Well … NO … but as
Robin Roberts of GMA says: “Everybody’s Got
Something.” I am personally thankful each day for the
precious gift of life, for friends, for the chance to help
someone else along the way as I have already had the
opportunity to do, and I encourage every woman to GO
AND HAVE THAT MAMMOGRAM — THE 3D one! I am also
so very thankful and grateful for my music, my church, my
family and, most of all, my husband, Ken. Yes, I am still a
“southerner” who loves sweet tea and will one day move
back to North Carolina, but that being said, I will still
continue to come here to have my check-ups and keep in
touch with these amazing physicians.

Sewing Community
Holy Jerusalem Pentecost Church (HJPC) began
worshiping in our church building’s lower level last fall.
With Session approval, each FPC ministry offered
hospitality gifts. The gifts were given as a means to help
HJPC establish as a church and HJPC members move
toward self-sufficiency, as identified by HJPC pastors.
Servanthood Ministry, comprising of Mission, Justice and
Outreach Committees, offered sewing machines and
sewing lessons. Using her professional and personal
expertise, Becky Ross purchased two basic sewing
machines; she also offered to provide sewing lessons.
Endowment provided the funding to make the sewing
machine purchases. The participants purchase their fabric
and sewing supplies.
Becky and Jane Skinner have been providing weekly sewing lessons at FPC
and developing friendships with two HJPC members. The ladies are having
great fun sharing, learning and completing simple fabric creations! The
HJPC women are making clothing for themselves and their own children
plus for family members still in Burundi.
Enjoy teaching sewing and meeting new friends? Please contact Becky Ross
(beckyross@aol.com).
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(Pastors letter cont. from page 2)

close to the Hungarian ruling party affirmed official
resistance to people of dark skin travelling through
Hungary. Yet the NPR reporter also noted that many
Hungarians are meeting the refugees at the border and
helping them find food, shelter, and safe travel through
their country.
More Bible stories about hospitality came to me as I
reflected on this report. In Sodom and Gomorrah, a lack
of hospitality looked like the threat of violent rape
against angels and children. In Hungary today, a lack of
hospitality looks like a fence against immigrants, the
threat of deportation to certain death, and not-soveiled racism.
In contrast, in Hungary today, hospitality looks like
Hungarians using their personal energy and resources to
care for the Marys and Josephs, and baby Jesus’ fleeing
from oppression to safety. Unrighteous people do not
form right relationships with needy strangers. Righteous
people embrace needy strangers and offer them
hospitality, even at great personal cost. O Word of God,
I hear you.
The third stream came from conversations I have heard
over the past few years. Personally, during my years of
ministry, I have struggled with the word
“reconciliation.” I know now that I am not alone.
Perhaps you do, too. If we humans had not co-opted
the word “hospitality” as a slogan for business, or
corrupted it into a euphemism for prostitution, it might
be a good word to use in place of reconciliation.
But the word hospitality is overused. Is the word
reconciliation a better choice? Perhaps. The Bible Greek
words translated into English as reconciliation are
katallage (overcoming differences for the sake of a new,
transformed relationship) and hilaskomai (out of
mercy). Put simply, reconciliation is a form of hospitality
extending far beyond those we know or like or find
comfortable. It is to leap deeply into mercy and to
create a new relationship of friendship at whatever
personal cost we might suffer to do so. Reconciliation
carries a far more rich, luxuriant and expansive meaning
than mere acceptance or inclusivity or any modern
attempt to respond to the question, “Can’t we all just
get along?” Reconciliation means risking opening our
heart and homes in ways that might surprise or even
shock other people, as well as us. O Word of God, I hear
you.
The three streams have come together for me until I
feel a flood. Call it REALM, call it righteousness, call it
Bob (as one elder has suggested to me): I for one am
firmly convicted that God speaks through the Bible
NOW to call us and our congregation to a ministry of
profound hospitality, a mission of reconciliation. I
believe that we are summoned to take personal
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responsibility for participating in worship and Bible
study so God can open our hearts. I believe that we are
bidden to take personal responsibility for opening our
lives and “homes (church, personal, business,
institutional, you name it)” in fellowship to those
whom God has called us to befriend . . . just as God in
Christ has befriended us and created fellowship with
us, at the cost of the cross. I believe that God is calling
us to invite those outside of us to be inside with us so
that they, like us, might find a healing home with God.
O Word of God, I hear you.
Where these streams are taking you and me I cannot
say for sure; where descriptive words fail, image and
stories serve better. I conclude with a picture and a
brief explanatory story from the January 2009
Telegraph that I believe captures the essence of all
above that I have tried to explain:

“Beryl the Basset Hound, who is a grand old dame at
16 years old, and four-year-old tawny owl Wol struck
up a friendship when their owner realised they both
loved watching television in the evenings. They are
both rescue animals and they're best buddies. Wol
needs full-time care and one day he just plonked down
on Beryl’s back . . . now you can't keep them apart.
Four times-a-week you'll see them settle down to
watch what's going on in Albert Square. Beryl barks
when it’s over and Wol gets a bit upset too, with a bit
of flapping. They are inseparable. They love cuddling
up and watching television together. It won’t come as
a surprise that they love nature documentaries, but
they also like soaps like Coronation Street and
Emmerdale. They just love being around each other."
Amen.
With love, Your pastor,
Sam
SEE YOU IN CHURCH, AS THE SAYING GOES!
Your pew is reserved, the temperature just right, the
music and programs ready to go, and all we need is
you! Shake off those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
and come back to the routine of meeting with God and
God’s people in church. The feast is prepared, and the
Lord invites you to it!
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Veda to Visit Oct 2–6
Veda Gil, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan, will be returning to visit FPC
this fall. She will be in Iowa City from October 2 through 6. Veda will participate in our church service on
October 4 as part of the World Communion Sunday celebration. After church, she will update us on news
from our ministry in Pasrur and news about the situation in Pakistan. Bagels, cream cheese, and fruit will be
served. For more information, contact Mary Linn.

6 PLUS GROUPS—
Sign up has concluded for this Fall’s 6 PLUS social
groups. However, it’s not too late to still join. If
you would like to join a group, contact Darlene
Bergman at 319-351-2660 or
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org and you
will be assigned to a group.
Question:

What is 6 Plus?

Answer:

At least 6 people who meet together regularly (usually once a month) for
fellowship and activities of the group’s choosing—dinner at one another’s
homes or restaurants, movies together and conversation afterward,
concerts—the group’s activities are yours to create.

Question:

Who can be involved?

Answer:

All adults are welcome to sign up. Some groups will be multi-generational
while others will focus on a certain stage of life.

Question:

Why should I become involved?

Answer:

It’s an opportunity to learn more about the people you worship with, make
connections, meet new friends, form relationships.

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up.”
~ 1 Thessalonians 5:11
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Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced

First Presbyterian Church Staff
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC &
LITURGICAL ARTS
Darlene Bergman
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT ORGANIST
HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR
Ednamae Fisher
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org
MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN
Emily Guthe
emily.guthe@gmail.com

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org

DIRECTOR OF JR./SR HIGH YOUTH
Jim Cochrane
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF EQUIPPING MINIISTRY
Amanda Edwards
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org

Nomination of Elders and Deacons
It is time to begin the process of nominating elders and deacons for the term beginning January 2016. The
Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking suggestions from the congregation for nominations to these
positions. Elders and Deacons are elected church officers and represent both God and all church members. Therefore it
is important and encouraged that the congregation brings suggestions for nominations to the Congregational
Nominating Committee’s attention.
Your input is very important to the work of the Congregational Nominating Committee. Please share your
suggestions and thoughts for possible Elders and Deacons on or before September 27. Self-nominations are
acceptable. All nominations will be considered prayerfully by the CNC. You may contact any of the Nominating
Committee members directly or leave your suggestions in the church office in Elder Ann Grosscup’s mailbox.
Nominating Committee: Rick Boland; Mary Ann Pedde; Mary Ellen Stamp; Don Ross; Judy Terry (Elder, 2016); Ann
Grosscup (Elder, 2015), chairperson; David Carlson (Deacon, 2015).
Current church officers are listed below (Class of 2015 term ends December 31, 2015.)
ELDERS

DEACONS

Class of 2015
Ann Burton, Ann Grosscup, Connie Richardson,
Perry Ross, Carol Ulch, Bob Youngquist

Class of 2015
Rhonda Barr, Susan VanDuyn-Phipps,
Jeremy Fletcher, Paul Schaefer, Sarah Swisher,
Glenn Van Roekel

Class of 2016
John Barr, Sue Dallam, Ken Fisher, Kevin Keith,
Amy Fletcher, Dan Thedens
Class of 2017
Jim Claypool, Vern Dengler, Dale Kraus,
Ben Nicholson, Judy Terry, Richard Van Rheeden

My suggestion for:

Class of 2016
Anita Burnett, Louise Gisolfi, Mary Linn,
Pauline Miller, Maeleen Thorius, Ben Urick
Class of 2017
Stephanie Brentner, David Carlson, Liz Bolin, Moses
Kasiriba, Cedric Lee, Sue Olson

Elder

Deacon

_______________________

________________________

I, _________________________ feel ready to serve the FPC congregation as a Deacon and would like the
Nominating Committee to consider me.
I, _________________________ feel ready to serve the FPC congregation as an Elder and would like the
Nominating Committee to consider me.
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