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 Don’t be late for church!  

    Set your clocks back an hour  

 Saturday, October 31. 

FPC Build Day at Women Build is  

Saturday, Oct 31, 8:00 a.m.–12 noon 

Construction of the Mary Palmberg Women Build house got off 
to a great start the weekend of September 11. And since then, 
construction has continued to go well. Take a spin past the 
build site and take a look; it’s at 1603 Prairie du Chien Road in 
Iowa City. 

Construction takes place on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays; 
on each of these 3 days, the morning shift is from 8–12 and the 
afternoon shift from 1–5. Individuals ... as well as groups ... 
may sign up for a shift. Both men and women are very 
welcome on the build site! Please visit this website to indicate 
your preference for a work shift: http://
womenbuild.ivhfh.volunteerhub.com/events/index ... or call 
Cherie Cool-Rudd, Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity volunteer 
coordinator, to sign up: cherie@iowavalleyhabitat.org, (319) 
337-8949. 

There are lots of different jobs at the work site; whether you’re 
skilled at construction or a complete novice, one will fit for 
you! And there are off-site tasks that will help the project, too. 
Get in touch with Cherie to learn about them. However you 
participate, you’ll find it to be tremendously rewarding. 

And we at First Pres have a special opportunity to work 
together at the site on Saturday morning, October 31, 8–12. 
That’s “First Presbyterian Church Build Day,” a shift that’s been 
reserved for us in the First Pres family. If you’d like to be part 
of the crew that day, please contact Cherie at Habitat (contact 
info above) or Mary Palmberg, FPC member, 
mary.palmberg@gmail.com, 319-400-0388. 

Stewardship Thoughts 
~by Tom Martin 

I believe everything we have is a gift from God. 
Those gifts take two forms, SEEN and UNSEEN. 
The seen gifts are fairly simple to understand. Just 
open your eyes and look around, every material 
item that you see is a gift from God. We say, “but 
I bought those items with money I earned using 
my talents and abilities.” That is true, but where 
did those talents and abilities come from? They 
are gifts from God. 

The unseen gifts may be more difficult to 
appreciate at first blush due to their nature. 
These gifts include such things as salvation, life 
eternal in the church triumphant and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit which brings the peace that 
passes all understanding just to name a few. 
Because of these gifts we can communicate with 
God, requesting guidance and protection in our 
daily lives. We can upload all of the baggage that 
burdens our hearts, making our path easier to 
travel. These are a few of the reasons I love God 
and God’s son Jesus Christ. 

We should take an inventory of these gifts and be 
thankful for them at all times. This is the time of 
year when the Stewardship Committee asks that 
you, in a prayerful moment, take a special 
inventory of every gift you have received in your 
life. Because we will be asking you, as the Capitol 
One man does,” What’s In Your Wallet?”  

mailto:mary.palmberg@gmail.com
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Final Report on the Belfast Mission 
It isn’t easy to explain Iowa City to folks in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. Our hometown is 1,000 miles away from an ocean, 
a cultural hub dropped in a sea of corn fields, with a 
university of staggering size for such a small city. The 
passion for college sports seems particularly foreign for a 
British or Irish listener, but I did my best to help them 
understand the perennial drama of Hawkeye football. Now 
after living there for a year, it is my responsibility to turn 
around and give an account of my work in Belfast, and the 
work of our partners in mission who faithfully serve the 
communities that struggle to achieve reconciliation after 
decades of sectarian violence.  

My primary placement was Whitehouse Presbyterian 
Church in Newtownabbey, North of Belfast. My supervisor 
was the Rev. Liz Hughes, who has served the congregation 
for 15 years. In 2002 the church was burned to a shell in a 
sectarian arson attack. The church rebuilt with the support 
of local Protestant and Catholic congregations, and has 
since been the target of both admiration and condemnation 
for their collaborations with the Catholic community in the 
area. Too many objections have come from other 
Protestant congregations. 

Indeed, the complicity of churches through decades of 
violence offered tough lessons as I served as a mission 
partner for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. For example, 
integrating education throughout Northern Ireland is a common-sense step that would cultivate good 
relations and mutual appreciation between the divided communities. But most churches (Protestant and 
Catholic) rely heavily on schools to deliver a religious education that is consistent with their theology, so they 
have resisted changes to the educational structure. Today, over 90% of schools in Northern Ireland are 
segregated along religious lines. Exclusivist and divisive theologies still find a place in many pulpits. And for 
the churches whose outreach programs force them into conversation with paramilitary groups, the line 
between coordination and complicity can be difficult to discern.  

As I dealt with the unsettling thought of the church’s role in sectarian conflict, I considered another 
uncomfortable question: In what ways have American churches, without knowing it, become obstructions to 
reconciliation? If it is happening in Northern Ireland, surely it is happening in the United States. There is no 
malice in the attitudes of these congregations. They are Christ-centered communities, living out their faith 
within their own cultural context. But living in a culture of division can impair your imagination of a 
community transformed by Christ. We must also recognize that we live in a divided society, although divided 
along different lines. We cannot transcend those divisions without first affirming that they exist. Our 
challenge then is to lay our brokenness at the feet of a 
God who will defy our divisiveness and make us whole 
again.  

Whitehouse Presbyterian has discovered its prophetic 
voice of hope after enduring fire and flood within the span 
of a few years. They excel in generosity and indiscriminate 
hospitality. They have their sights set on peace. They are 
leading by example. They have asked me to pass the 
peace of Christ on to you from across the water.  

Blessings and Peace, 

Will Massey 
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Note from Pastor Sam: 
We are now aware that beloved staff members and stalwart volunteers will be leaving their positions in the 
near future. Pablo Gorin, our organist, has already resigned so that he can concentrate on his studies. Our 
beloved Director of Music and Liturgical Arts, Darlene Bergman, has announced her retirement as of July 1, 
2016, her communication can be found in this newsletter.  

Faithful volunteer organist and bell choir director, Ednamae Fisher, has also announced her retirement as of  
July 1, 2016. Jim Cochrane may also be transitioning next summer as he envisions entering a graduate degree 
program. Finally, Amanda Edwards has announced that she and her family are moving to Decatur, GA, where 
her husband, David Dude, will become school superintendent and Amanda can realize her dream to attend a 
Presbyterian Church (USA) theological seminary. Decatur is where Columbia Theological Seminary is located, 
and the colleagues Pastor Sam knows there will provide Amanda with an amazing education. You may also be 
aware that we suspended the search for a parish nurse due to a dearth of qualified applicants (there is good 
evidence that, locally, parish nurses tend to be volunteers or they work limited hours; they also arise naturally 
within local congregations rather than being sought from the outside).  

These departing staff persons have blessed our congregation, and we will be bidding them goodbye with regret 
and sorrow. Well done, good and faithful servants! Nevertheless, anyone with a heart for God surely realizes 
that the correspondence between the REALM planning process in which we are engaged and the 
announcement of these staff changes is no coincidence. Although our timing may not be God’s timing, faith 
suggests that this is a Kairos moment in the life of our congregation. We must honor the outcomes of our 
planning process and rethink our staff pattern in light of those outcomes. More information will be provided as 
is available and appropriate. Blessings! 

Deacons Bench 

FALL CARE PACKAGES: Each fall and spring, the 
Board of Deacons sends care packages to members 
who are away at college or serving in the military. 
Boxes of practical, and not-so-practical, items are 
sent to let those who are far from home know they 
are close in thoughts and prayers. Would you like to 
have your son(s) or daughter(s) receive a care 

package? If so, please e-mail Jeremy Fletcher at fletchej22@gmail.com or 
amyjeremyfletch@aol.com by Friday, October 30. The list is updated for each mailing of care 
packages. Those who wish to have their child’s name remain on the care package list for those 
who are new to the list should contact Jeremy with your child’s current mailing address. 

Food Needed 
If you have some energy and a few extra minutes, could you help the Meal Train by preparing 
some meals that could be frozen for use when there is an immediate need? 

There are times when a sudden need arises and it is difficult to coordinate a meal in a timely 
manner. 

Casseroles are great in portions of 2 or 3 or 4. Soups are also great. Anything else that you 
could think of would be greatly appreciated. If the ingredients and date prepared could be put on the outside of the 
wrapping it would help us determine who to give it to. The meals can be placed in the freezer in the small storage 
room outside the kitchen. 

Your help is most appreciated and the recipients are most thankful. 

With Blessings and gratitude. 

The Meal Train Organizers, Liz Hall and Louise Gisolfi, 321-0614 
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The Communion of Saints—Sunday, November 1 
For many of us, the term “saint” seems to denote a person who is not like us and, 
in most cases, has died and is remembered on the day set aside as All Saints 
Sunday. Each time we recite along with other believers The Apostles’ Creed, we 
say the phrase: 

“I believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the resurrection of 
the body . . .” 

Thus, in the Creed the communion of saints is hemmed in behind and before by 
the body and the body—that is, by the body that is the church and by the 
resurrected body of Christ. So communion with the saints comes about because the saints/believers are in communion 
with Christ Jesus and the faithful from every time and place. We believe that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38b-9). Our communion with God and one another is not ended by death. The communion 
is not limited by where those saints are in time and place. Those we name—as well as those who are unnamed or even 
unknown—remain, with us, part of the body of Christ. 

On All Saints’ Sunday, Nov. 1, we lift up especially the lives of those children of God who have died in the past year, 
giving thanks for their lives and faith. We remember their lives and those of other faithful believers who have been 
examples of what we are called to be and do. During a time of remembrance we will have an opportunity to light a 
candle in memory of or in honor of a saint who has had an impact on our lives.  

As we commemorate these saints, we are reminded that we, too, are invited to be communicants with Christ Jesus’ 
body, both the body that is the church and the resurrected body. We are called to join those believers in witnessing to 
God’s action in our lives. They become one of the “Cloud of Witnesses” who run the race of faith in this time and place 
and with this people, as well as beyond all times, places, and peoples in order to bring about the realm of God on earth. 

It is fitting that All Saints Sunday also coincides with our Stewardship Commitment Sunday. One reason we remember 
the saints is precisely because they were such good stewards of God’s grace while among us. As we bless the pledges 
that we bring, we pray that God will keep all of us faithful to the gospel and help us to joyfully declare it to the world 
following the example of those who’ve gone before.  

 

Memories of 175th Final Weekend Events (more to come next month . . .) 

Historic Walk re-enacted 
Dance at  

Old Brick 
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October 15-31 
10/15 Marvin Bergman 
10/15 Steve Hurt 
10/16 Maren Edwards 
10/16 Ed Mason 
10/17 Dorothy Hoak 
10/18 Darlene Bergman 
10/18 Joye McKusick 
10/20 Emilio Estudillo 
10/22 Bertha Armstrong 
10/22 Jeff Franz 
10/22 Bonnie Neubauer 

10/23 Hazel Long 
10/23 Dan Thedens 
10/24 Andrew Franz 
10/24 Sally Staley 
10/26 Sarah Schulte 
10/28 Jeannette Kinsey 
10/28 Bob Mikelson 
10/28 Jan Walker 
10/30 Gregory Muilenburg 
10/30 Jane Skinner 
 

 

11/1 Cathy Fehr 
11/1 Seiko Scheer 
11/1 Boni Swails 
11/2 Mishelle Eckland 
11/3 Alice Degner 
11/3 Louise Gisolfi 
11/3 Sara Schwartz 
11/3 Carol Spangler 
11/3 Jeanette Winegarden 
11/4 John Staley 
11/4 Nancy Weber 
11/5 Dorothy Seebohm 
11/6 Dan Katalinich 

11/7 Andreas Soemadi 
11/7 Phillip Steffensmeier 
11/7 Curt Steyers 
11/8 Alyssa Selmer 
11/8 Duane Thompson 
11/9 Lou Licht 
11/9 Jessi Richey 
11/9 Riley Smith 
11/11 Ken Kinsey 
11/11 Mary Ellen Stamp 
11/13 J.J. DeRyke 
11/13 Miriam Miller 
11/15 Nick McMillan 

November 1-15 

 

Pat Van Gerpen, Brian Kleise, 
Jeanette Bauer, Jinny Pugh, Mary 
Ann Clemons and Helen 
Chadima. 

Congratulations 
Judah Robert Roan Cargill was born September 30 
to parents Bob and Roslyn and their children, 
Maclaren, Rory Kate and Quincy.  

Roya Rose Zafarani was born September 20. 
Parents are Amy and Moe Zafarani, Toms River 
New Jersey. Grandparents are Sue and Mike Farran. 

The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of 

church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline 

for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th 

of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be 

submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

Good Morning, Pastor Sam, 

I am not sure you remember me, but I am Jo 
Barnes’s daughter from Florida. I am writing you to 
congratulate you all for the 175th anniversary of 
the church and the 40th anniversary of the new 
church. I was 15 years old when we moved on 
September 1, 1975. I was in Senior Choir at the 
time. The move was magnificent and timed 
perfectly so that when the service started, the 
sunshine was beaming through the skylight on the 
Cross in the front. It was such a memorable day for 
all of us. My family has been with First Church since 
at least the late 1950’s. My dad was on the Session 
and was a part of the planning committee. Since we 
moved to the church, I have great memories of 
being a Deacon and Session at a young age and 
enjoyed my involvement with the Church. 

I had originally planned to fly up for your 
celebration this weekend, but unfortunately, I am 
traveling to Tucson for graduation from the 
Integrative Medicine Program Fellowship. I will be 
thinking of all of you and I hope there will video on 
your website. 

Thank you, for continuing the traditions and 
celebrations of the Church. 

Sincerely, 
Cindy Guerra 
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Hearing god’s Voice—Phase 3 of the journey 
 

My call to music ministry has taken on various forms throughout my life, from a 13-year-old church organist in 

the small Ohio church where my faith was formed, to a professional choral singer in the largest cathedral in 

Chicago, to making music for some 30 years with a congregation here at FPC. Of my more than 40 years as a 

church musician, the time spent here fulfilling my call has been the most gratifying part of my journey of faith. 

I have felt affirmation, support, collegiality, grace, and spiritual and professional growth since I began work 

here in 1992 as Interim DCE, then Coordinator of Worship and finally Director of Music & Liturgical Arts. 

Through the years, this staff and congregation have become dear and valued friends. 
 

“You have taught me from my youth, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.  

So, when I reach old age and have gray hair, God, do not forsake me,  

until I have declared your power to this generation and your might to the next one.  

Your many righteous deeds, God, are great!”  Psalm 71:17-18 
 

But as the Psalmist said, “I have reached an older age and have gray hair.” I’ve begun to dream about what 

phase 3 of my life’s journey might look like—new opportunities, meaning, purpose, fulfillment, and leisure. 

I’m feeling God’s call to a slower pace, to learning and being challenged in new ways, to pursue interests and 

callings that I haven’t had time for, to use my gifts in new ways while still finding balance in my life. 
 

Some people would call it retirement; I prefer to call it phase 3. Whatever it is called, I plan to do it beginning 

on July 1, 2016. I am making my decision known at this early date to offer ample time for a thorough search, 

one that will find the best candidate to continue the strong music ministry heritage at FPC and to make the 

transition as seamless as possible. Until next summer, I will continue to serve this congregation faithfully. I am 

grateful for the many years that you have welcomed me and my family with open arms, and I covet the same 

for my successor.  
 

There’s no easy way to offer this information without us all experiencing many emotions. But in uncertain 

situations, I look to the scriptures, so just as I started this message with a guiding text, I will end it with another 

of my favorite texts, Jeremiah 29:11: 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
 

May it be so for us all. Soli Deo Gloria!  ~ Darlene Bergman, Director of Music and Liturgical Arts 

 

~by Darlene Bergman 

Director of Music and Liturgical Arts 

Singing the Bard 

Chambers Singers Concert  

November 8 at First Presbyterian, 3 p.m. 

Countless composers have set William Shakespeare's monumental 
words to music, from the Bard's own lifetime right up to the 
present. This concert celebrates the 400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare's death (2016) with works that draw on words from 
such works as The Tempest, As you Like It, "A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, and Much do About Nothing. 

David Puderbaugh directs this chorus, and Toni DeRyke is a 
longtime member. Tickets are available online at 
www.ICChamberSingers.org. Season tickets are $45 for regular, or 
$35 for seniors. Individual tickets are $17 for regular, $14 for 
seniors, and FREE for students with ID. Tickets are also available at 
the door the day of the concert. 

http://www.ICChamberSingers.org
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Stewardship Made Easy—Be a Worship Assistant 
 

Question: I’m very busy but I’d like to get more involved at church.  
 What can I do? 
Answer: Volunteer to be an Usher, Lay Reader, or Lay Leader. 

1. You will already be coming to worship, so why not usher? You only 
need to arrive 1/2 hour before worship with minimal responsibility 
during worship. 

2. To be a Lay Leader a small amount of time is needed before 
worship preparing to lead the congregational liturgy printed in the 
bulletin. 

3. A Lay Reader must read the scripture text over to yourself to be 
familiar with it, then read it during worship. 

 

If you’re willing to do any of these simple tasks, go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-
worship and sign up. Or call Susan Van Duyn- Phipps at 515-205-3576. 
 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  

as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 

Volunteer Recognition 

Sunday, November 8 
 

The FPC Staff appreciates and 
celebrates our many volunteers. On 

November 8, volunteers will be 
recognized during worship and 

honored after the 10:30 a.m. worship 
during coffee fellowship time with 

treats provided by the staff.  

Historical Booklets available  
 

The 175th Anniversary Committee wishes to thank Dwight Miller and William 
Oglesby for creating and printing the two booklets that we have available for 
distribution. The two of them, along with Millie Youngquist and JJ DeRyke, spent 
countless hours looking through archival materials and compiling these two rich 
historical documents. 

Please look at the booklets in the narthex and feel free to take both the Pastor’s 
booklet and the Historical Notes. We ask that, if you are able, to make a donation of 
$10, but the booklets may be taken home free of charge. We hope that you enjoy 
learning more about the rich history of First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.  

On the same table you will find that we still have available 175th anniversary mugs and Bronze Christmas 
Ornaments for sale. 

Soon we hope to have digital copies available and a link to the booklets on our website. 

Thursday, October 22, at 6 p.m. 

Your Hosts: 

Ila & Randy Howe  

319-594-8219 

EAT OUT GROUP 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-worship
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0848a4ae2aa5fb6-worship
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September 2015 Session Highlights 
-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The Session met September 15 in Coover Lounge at 7 p.m. 
Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the Christ 
candle. Elder Dan Thedens offered a reading from author 
Karen Armstrong regarding strangers and refugees and 
hospitality, and then led us in prayer. 

The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was 
received.  

Session approved the minutes of the August 18 stated 
Session meeting. 

A motion to have Dave Philpot preach at FPC October 11, 
2015 was approved. 

A motion brought forth by Worship Council was approved 
recommending that we embark on a capital campaign to 
refurbish the Phelps Organ for an estimated cost of 
approximately $150,000. Larry Bruner will check to make 
sure the organ is insured and, if so, for what amount. 

Elder Carol Ulch is reassembling the REALM planning task 
force and is working with Deacon Jeremy Fletcher toward 
developing goals and an operational plan. They would like 
to have this in place, along with a budget, by the end of 
the year. They are working with Outreach Ministry on 
how best to communicate the plan to the congregation. 

Elder Dan Thedens reported that Darlene Bergman will be 
retiring effective July 1, 2016. Ednamae Fisher will also 
retire at that time. Organist Pablo Gorin has resigned as of 
last week. Although the loss of these three people will 
bring about a great deal of change in staffing, there 
should be time enough to re-envision Darlene’s and 
Ednamae’s positions before hiring new staff. The 
immediate need is to hire a new organist.  

A motion was approved authorizing Darlene Bergman to 
hire an interim organist as soon as possible. (Hiring an 

organist will be done through the A and P Committee 
at a later date.) 

Elder Connie Richardson noted that there are still four 
big projects that need to be undertaken: repairing the 
parking lot, refurbishing the organ, installing an 
elevator, and replacing the boiler. As all are big-
money projects, the need for a capital campaign is 
evident.  

Following discussion, it was moved, seconded and 
approved to name Ken Fisher, John Barr, Carol Ulch, 
and Larry Bruner to a steering committee to develop a 
capital campaign. Larry will convene the group soon. 

Session concurred with the recommendation of Sadie 
May that Burianek scholarships be awarded, in the 
amount of $1,000 each, to Erica Dodge, Gwenyth 
Forsythe, Ariel Soemadi, and Hannah Titus.  

Along with his written report, Pastor Sam expressed 
his thanksgiving for the congregation, Session and 
staff for the 175th anniversary celebrations, as well as 
his thanks for everyone’s support and help with the 
upcoming staff changes.  

Sam will email Grady Parsons’ Power Point 
presentation from Sunday, September 13 to all elders. 

A motion was approved requesting the Clerk of 
Session add to the minutes and newsletter an 
expression of thanks from Session to all persons who 
were responsible for making the 175th anniversary 
events so successful.  

Elder Sue Dallam noted that Worship and Celebration 
Ministry urges everyone to go to Sign-Up Genius to 
choose a date for helping out at the 8:00 a.m. 
services. It was noted that Sign-Up Genius can also be 
used to sign up for Operation Backpack, hosting 
fellowship hour, and serving as a lay reader or lay 
leader. 

MONEY 

MATTERS Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses      Over/Short 

1st Quarter $137,627.13 $39,242.66 $176,869.79  $161,323.84 $15,545.95 

2nd Quarter $138,063.94 $533.53 $138,597.47  $145,072.30 -$6,474.83 

3rd Quarter $112,620.86 $409.31 $113,030.17  $134,708.09 -$21,672.91 

2015 Totals $388,311.93 $40,185.50 $428,497.43  $441,177.97 -$12,680.54 
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Honoring Our Past “Alternative  
Gift Market”—the Online Presbyterian  

Giving Catalog 
 

Give the gift of Hope today as you plan for your Christmas giving. Millions 
around the world are facing daily struggles to access food, clean drinking 
water, and shelter. Take the first step today to help alleviate their burdens 
with gifts of wells with clean water, seeds, livestock, school supplies, 
cleaning tools or pots and pans. 

Each gift pictured in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog exemplifies the work 
prayerfully carried out by ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
These ministries work in collaboration with Presbyterians, congregations, 

mid-councils, and church partners. The purchase and distribution of animals, the building of wells to provide life-
giving clean water to entire communities, and ministries to youth and young adults are among the many ways your 
gift is filling a need, making an impact, and providing hope around the globe. 

Your gift will have the biggest impact and do the most good when combined with gifts from others to address the 
greatest needs across the globe, which include the ministries represented in the catalog. 

The Presbyterian Giving Catalog can be viewed and orders placed online at http://presbyteriangifts.org 

Your selected items will make wonderful gifts for friends, family and loved ones. Upon check-out with your order, a 
card will be mailed to you for each item ordered and a printable certificate for the gift will be sent to your email 
address. Certificates can be tucked into the cards you receive and given as gifts, symbolizing God’s boundless love. 
For orders totaling $150 or more, you are eligible to receive a beautiful fair trade artisan handmade ornament from 
Vietnam, which is a symbol of skillful craft and your generosity. Do make sure to note your affiliation with First 
Presbyterian Church when making your donation.  

Questions or comments about this year’s gift market should be directed to John Barr, Servanthood Ministry / Mission 
Committee, at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213. 

This Year FPC Is Participating in Two 

“Winter Clothing Drives” 
 

Drive #1: The annual Winter Clothing Distribution will be on 
Saturday, October 24, from 9 a.m. until noon. Volunteers and 
contributions are both needed! The drop-off date and location is 
Thursday, October 22 (10 a.m. – 5 p.m.) at The Dream Center/
The Kingdom Center on 611 Southgate Avenue (corner of 
Southgate & Keokuk). If you can volunteer on Thursday or Friday, 
please contact Ruth Dawson at 351-4823 (rbdawson@inav.net). 
Clothing can also be dropped off at the donation box in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall September 27 to October 18. Sponsored by the 
Consultation of Religious Communities, of which FPC is a member. 

Drive #2: The Clothing Drive for the Homeless & Low Income 
Residents of Iowa City will be held on Friday, November 20, from 
10:00 a.m. until 4 p.m., at the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center. 
This year, an emphasis will be to collect used and new socks, 
gloves and hats. The collection drive at the Center ends on 
Friday, November 13. FPC will be accepting donations via the 
collection box in the Ryerson Fellowship Hall October 25 to 
November 15. Sponsored by Project Homeless Connect, Shelter 
House and the Local Homelessness Coordinating Board. 

BIBLE QUIZ 
In response to Jesus, Zacchaeus vowed to repay 
people he had defrauded; by how much did he 
promise to do so?  

 

A. In full  
B. Twice the 
amount he had 
stolen  
C. Threefold  
D. Fourfold  

Answer: D (See Luke 19:8.)  

http://presbyteriangifts.org
mailto:BarrJohnO@sau.edu
https://presbyteriangifts.org/gift/OG10014/
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New Perspectives Series: 9:15-10:15 in Room 14 on Sundays 

Examine one topic from multiple angles. We wrap up the topic on Belonging October 18 and introduce the new 
theme, Give Me Shelter, on October 25.  

 October 18: “Full Circle” discussion about common threads, questions, concerns, and ideas for action 
regarding belonging within FPC and the community. 

 October 25: Biblical and theological foundations of issues related to housing, shelter, comfort, and 
homelessness Part 1 with Pastor Sam 

 November 1: Once Upon a Time: Stories of shelter and comfort from immigrants to this area. 

 November 8: Biblical and theological foundations of issues related to housing, shelter, comfort, and 
homelessness Part 2 with Pastor Sam 

 November 15: “Sundays with T.E.D.” View several T.E.D. talks highlighting what innovators and activists have 
to say about housing and homelessness issues. 

 November 22: “Full Circle” discussion about common threads, questions, concerns, and ideas for action 
within FPC and the community regarding shelter, housing and homelessness. 

 Remaining session include: 

Sea to Summit Sunday School 
In October (9:15–10:15) 
 

Young people take a journey through Exodus.  
Theme: Wandering in the Wilderness 

October 18 Choose Your Own Adventure 
October 25 Foodie Fun and Fellowship 

Sea to Summit Sunday School  

in November (9:15–10:15) 

Young people take a journey in I Kings 6 
Theme: Solomon Builds a Temple  

November 1 Movie Day  
November 8 Choose Your Own Adventure 
November 15 Choose Your Own Adventure 
November 22 Foodie Fun and Fellowship  

Sunday Summit 

All young people are invited to join in at the Equipping Corner in Ryerson Fellowship Hall  
from 10:15-10:25 for informal time of fellowship and worship preparation.  

 

Dates to Save in Advent 

Sunday, November 29 Advent Wreath Making for all during education hour 9:15-10:15 
Sunday, December 20 Christmas Pageant for all during education hour 9:15-10:15 

 

Third Thursdays All Folks, Families and Friends Theme Nights 

Join people of all ages for fun, fellowship, and learning at FPC. Programs provided for children, youth, and adults 
5:30–7:30. Childcare available. Potluck dinner at 6:15—eel free to get creative with the theme. RSVP to 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

October 15 It’s Fall Y’all! 
November 19  Passport to the World International Night 
December 17  Light Up the Night 
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October 6, 2015  

Several times in the last year children, youth and I have discussed the passage in 
the gospels where Jesus calls the fishermen to follow him. There is always a bit of 
amazement at the suddenness of the call and the rapidity with which the fishermen 
follow. 

In 2010 I started to hear God’s voice calling me to a life of ministry. At times it 
seemed urgent; at others I was reluctant to listen. When I finally did respond, it 
seemed doors to going away to seminary did not open fully enough for my husband 
and three children to enter with me. After grieving the loss of the opportunity to 
attend a Presbyterian seminary in person, I accepted the fact that my path to 
ministry would be different, rejoiced in finding a new aspect of call to spiritual 
formation and education ministry in my work here at FPC, and settled in. Our family even adopted a golden retriever 
puppy to celebrate our continued rootedness in this place! It seemed we were not to get out of our boat and go to 
new places. 

Then, a professional door we had thought would remain closed for my husband unexpectedly opened. It also led to 
the possibility of my attending a Presbyterian seminary in community while having our family together in one place. 
Suddenly, we’ve been called out of our boat and must follow in rapid fashion to Decatur, GA!  

I sometimes wonder if the fishermen ever glanced back, pondering where they had been and wondering what waited 
ahead of them. As much I’m excited about the opportunities waiting for my family in Decatur, GA, my time here gives 
me pause.  

My short time in the FPC community has shaped me profoundly. When I arrived on your doorstep in 2012, I was still 
skeptical that I could return to the tradition of my youth and feel at home among Presbyterians. What it meant to be 
Presbyterian, to be reformed and always reforming, was a mystery. I carried with me the baggage of my youth, which 
made me cynical about the power of Jesus Christ and about the potential of church and the people in it to be Christ’s 
messengers.  

I leave having been stretched and challenged in ways that opened my heart to a greater understanding of God’s 
grace and love through Jesus Christ. As I prepare to jump out of my familiar boat, I leave my cynical baggage behind, 
empowered to share the Good News and make my home among Presbyterians yet be very much part of the world.  

Have no doubt, God is working in significant and amazing ways through you at FPC. I witnessed people courageously 
and genuinely extending hospitality and love to others in ways that were profound. They did not retreat when it was 
awkward or imperfect, but kept sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.  

This likely seems like an awkward and imperfect time of transition for FPC. I trust and pray you will keep sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ and, like the fishermen, boldly follow Christ’s call.  

~Amanda Edwards 

Rest Stop  
Devotion, connection, ideas, and discussion to help 
parents and anyone else who cares for young people 
recharge. Sundays, 9:15–10:15, Room 12, on October 18 
and November 15. 

Tech Trek  
New technology comes out every day in an effort to help 
us more efficiently work, communicate and connect with 
others, but with new companies like Twitter, and 
Instagram constantly being created, these “advances” are 
often more confusing than helpful! Thankfully, FPC has an 
extremely tech-savvy youth group willing to walk us 
through these new technologies: what they are, why they 
exist, and how we can use them to connect with the world 
around us! Join us November 1 for Instagram training and 
December 13 for Facebook.  

Justice Movie Series 
Watch and discuss part of a nine-episode documentary 
series focused on climate change. Join us the last 
Sunday of the month: October 25 and November 29.  

Bible Study in Coover Lounge 
Be nourished by the Word, ponder big questions, 
explore life and faith then and now as the Curious join 
George Minot for Bible study. Those who gather will 
read the Psalms, passages from the wisdom books of 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and the gospel according to 
Mark. Listen to the preacher of Ecclesiastes (‘That 
which is, already had been; that which is to be, already 
is; and God seeks …’) and the words of Jesus: “The Time 
is now: The Kingdom is at hand.”  
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Invited Guest Editorial 
by Chitoka Webb-Guerrero 

Email subject: Black civil rights activist recalls white ally who took a shotgun blast for her: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rweb/wildcard/black-civil-rights-activist-recalls-white-ally-who-took-a-
shotgun-blast-for-her/2015/08/16/4e562dd8-3b74-11e5-8e98-115a3cf7d7ae_story.html 

This moved me. In February I attended the Samuel 
Dewitt Proctor Conference: “Reclaiming Our Moral 
Authority: Proverbs 31:8-9 speak up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves.” Samuel Dewitt Proctor 
was Martin Luther King Jr.’s mentor; he died in 1997 
during a speaking engagement at Cornell College in 
Mount Vernon, IA of a heart attack.  

Because I was once blind-hearing helps me to see 
better and understand. No matter where I am (bus, 
church, train, plane, class, etc.,) I always sit up front or 
close to it so I can hear. When I was at the conference, I 
sat at the first table in the front–I did not know it was 
designated for the evening’s “main speakers.” I figured 
that out once the announcer kept saying, “and our next 
speaker is,” and everybody got up from my table. When 
I got to the table, Ruby was the first one there; I asked 
her, “is it ok if I sit here?” Immediately she replied, “This 
seat is for you.” 

I had never seen her in my life nor read about her 
anywhere, but I did recall seeing in the program where 
she was scheduled to receive some kind of lifetime 
achievement award for her work concerning the civil 

rights movement. However, what moved my heart more 
than anything was that there were several people on the 
panel in which she spoke who kept talking about Michael 
Brown – the unarmed black teenager who was killed in 
Ferguson, MO last year by a white police officer. On the 
panel were 7 people/activists from across the country. 
Ruby Sales spoke up and said, “I am tired of hearing 
about Michael Brown—what about the other people 
who have died in the movement?” With over 1,000 
people in the room, I heard behind me sighs, the 
movement of shoulders shrugging, then complete 
silence. I know now who she was talking about—
Jonathan Daniels. 

I know it can be difficult because of the media to see and 
understand, but we don’t have a race, gender, religion, 
etc., problem in America; we have a “do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you” problem. I am glad 
she spoke up—love is colorblind.  

"“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what lies within us." 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Theology Gathering  
 

This fall we’ll be discussing Bryan Stevenson’s Just 
Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. Stevenson, 
who spoke in Iowa City on Sunday, October 4, has 
written a powerful, true story about the potential for 
mercy to redeem us, and a clarion call for 
compassion in the pursuit of true justice. We will be 
meeting  in the church library; gatherings will be 
Monday, October 19 and November 2 and 16 at 7 
p.m. in the library. Join us; all are welcome! 

FPC Men’s Spiritual Formation Group 
 

This groups meets on Wednesday mornings, 7–8 a.m. 
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall for meditative readings, 
discussion of contemporary societal and religious 
issues, fellowship, and a light breakfast. This fall we are 
using Joyce Rupp’s Open the Door – A Journey to the 
True Self (published by Sorin Books; available on 
Amazon) as the focus for our meditation and 
reflection. Please consider joining us and getting to 
know other FPC members. Questions can be directed 
to John Barr at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/rweb/wildcard/black-civil-rights-activist-recalls-white-ally-who-took-a-shotgun-blast-for-her/2015/08/16/4e562dd8-3b74-11e5-8e98-115a3cf7d7ae_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rweb/wildcard/black-civil-rights-activist-recalls-white-ally-who-took-a-shotgun-blast-for-her/2015/08/16/4e562dd8-3b74-11e5-8e98-115a3cf7d7ae_story.html
mailto:BarrJohnO@sau.edu
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R—Right Relationships 

E—Equipping  

A—Attention 

L—Learning 

M—Mission 

Who is that sitting in the pew next to you? 
 

Lily Grace Chong  

Lily claims Iowa City as her hometown—she loves Iowa City, and has lived here longer 
than anywhere else. But she was born in Long Island, New York, November 29. Lily 
was named after her maternal great-great grandmother. And because Lily’s Mother 
was enamored with Grace Kelly (Princess Grace), she passed the name on to Lily. 

After five years in New York, the family moved to Rochester, MN, for a brief time until 
1996, when she and her Mom moved and settled down in Iowa City. 

Eventually, Lily’s mother remarried. In addition to Lily’s stepfather, the family grew, 
adding a sister, Beatrice, a freshman in high school, and a brother, Leo, beginning 7th 
grade this year. 

Lily attended Hoover Elementary and graduated from City High in 2008. These days 
she enjoys time on computers (internet, message board, on-line friends, Facebook, Instagram), and as she talked 
about the various computer connections, I asked her if she was one of those “techy” sorts. She is! (So if you ever 
need someone to help you navigate through some difficult computer business … she’s the one to call! She’s 
already helped a friend’s grandmother.) 

Lily also enjoys the public library, where you can find her almost daily. She loves the quiet she finds there. Other 
interests are reading, music (not “death metal” but almost every kind of music), time with friends, shopping and 
movies. 

Lily takes comfort in her church family. She lives within walking distance, and began coming to church in 2006, 
while dealing with the death of two family members. Actually, Lily has known a great deal of loss in her lifetime. 
As an aside, in referring to a friend who had died earlier this year, she commented, “It’s not how he died … it’s 
how he lived that’s important.” 

November is a good month; Lily was born in November, and she joined the church and was baptized in that 
month, 2013. She has been an active member, serving as lay reader. She especially enjoys working with children 
and has helped with Sunday School, serving as a lifeguard (no, not swimming—ask Lily!), and helping with VBS. It’s 
a good bet your children know Lily and have good things to say about her. She may appear a little shy. But I know 
that if you reach out to greet her, she will meet you with a happy smile. 

     -by Sherry Lohman  

FPC Book Club 
Invites You to  
Join Us 
 

Wednesday, November 18 from 
Noon to 1 p.m. in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall to discuss Being 
Mortal by Atul Gawande. 

Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.  

For more information, contact Jan Walker at  
358-6737 
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is NOT  

                                just Circle Membership! 
 

There are opportunities for every woman in the church to 
be involved in some way. 
 

See how our women are making a difference! 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

The 4rd Annual Laughter and Latte Women’s 
Retreat was held on October 2–3, 2015 at 
Prairiewoods Retreat Center in Hiawatha with 25 
women attending. It was a time of making 
connections, laughing, eating, praying, 
worshiping, hiking, sharing stories, coloring 
mandalas and being challenged in our faith. Our 
theme this year was based on the Bible story of 
Ruth and Naomi. The planning committee was 
Stephanie Brentner, Nancy Gardner, Sherry 
Lohman, Chitoka Guerrero-Webb, and Judy 
Whitford.  

RAGS TO STITCHES 

This group has done some amazing projects 
throughout the years from bibs to bags to quilts 
to dresses to curtains to … ? These women are 
ready with needles and sewing machines when a 
plea comes their way. BUT … they are always 
looking for folks to be a part of this “on call” 
group to sew all manner of items. If you enjoy 
sewing and would like to share your talent at your 
own pace and on your own time, they would love 
to have you be a part of the group. Contact Jane 
Skinner if you would like to know more, 358-2862 
or skinner.jane33@gmail.com. 

CIRCLES 

Martha Circle’s meetings occur each 3rd Wednesday at 9:30 
a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. October 21 will be the next 
meeting date. They would love to see you become a part of 
the group as well. Join them! 

Eve Circle’s next regular meeting will be Tuesday, November 3 

at 7 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Liz Hall will present the 

program, Toni DeRyke will have devotions, and Jeri Smith is the 

hostess. Every woman in the church is welcome to attend the 

meeting. Come join this friendly, enthusiastic group! 

BIBLE STUDY 

Water is essential to life.  As a participant in this year’s fall 
Bible study, you’ll have opportunities to study scripture that 
considers this essential water.  This year’s series, entitled 
Come to the Waters, continues to meet Tuesdays, 5:15–6:30 
p.m., in Coover Lounge. It is not too late to be a part of the 
group. Though there is an overall theme, each week’s session 
also stands alone. The study guide is available in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. Each of the study’s nine lessons includes one 
or more Bible passages and a primary theological theme or 
issue: 1. Birthing Waters—Creation; 2. Life-giving Water—
Baptism; 3. Absence of Water—Thirst and Longing; 4. 
Dangerous Waters—God’s Deliverance; 5. Stormy Water—
Faith; 6. Waters of Justice and Righteousness—Justice; 7. 
Streams of Mercy—Forgiveness; 8. Hospitality of Living 
Water—Compassion; 9. River of Life—Hope.  

Questions? Contact Anita Burnett (319-325-7640; 
burnett.anita1@gmail.com). 

FREE LUNCH 
The third Thursday of every month a dedicated group of First Presbyterian members and friends provides 
lunch for guests who come to 1105 Gilbert Court (The 1105 Project). Team members prepare the meal, 
serve the guests and clean up afterwards. 

The motto of the Free Lunch program is “an open door, a full plate, no questions asked.” In keeping with 
the program’s principles of hospitality and respect, the First Presbyterian Free Lunch team provides meals 
that we would be proud to serve to guests in our own homes. Typically the team serves close to 150 
plates each month. Much of the food comes from Table to Table or the Free Lunch pantry, but a generous 
donation from the church’s PW allows us to purchase items needed to complete the meal or to provide 
something special. This month we’ll be serving beef stew, stir-fried market vegetables, and Waldorf salad. 
PW funds allowed us to purchase apples so that we can offer this seasonal treat using locally sourced fruit. 

If you would like to learn more about PW’s support for the Free Lunch program or if you would like 
information about joining the Free Lunch team, contact Carol Kirsch (319-325-2559 or 
carolkirsch52@gmail.com).  

mailto:burnett.anita1@gmail.com
mailto:carolkirsch52@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK AND BAZAAR 
It isn’t even Halloween yet! BUT when it comes to planning for a Christmas Bazaar we cannot wait. Once 
again there will be a two-part Bazaar in conjunction with our annual Cookie Walk on December 12, and we need 
your help. We want handmade items … AND … gently used items. It is no secret that there are many in this 
congregation with a multitude of creative talents. Why don’t you exercise at least one of them and donate it for 
the Bazaar? Please think seriously about handmade items you are willing to create and donate to sell. Further, let 
us know what you have in mind to help us plan accordingly with our publicity, display space, etc. There is a sheet 
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall to sign up once you have made your decision. Questions or further information, 
contact Nancy Ross 3337-5436, therosses@mchsi.com. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  December 12 FPC Cookie Walk and Bazaar 
 April 8 and 9 Book and Bake Sale 
 April 30  Spring Brunch 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn  
Mark your calendar to join us at Carol’s  
                    9–11a.m. on Saturdays  

 
 

Questions or need help?  
                       Call Carol Macon 

                        at 351-3847 

Thank you to all who have signed up to 
 receive the newsletter on our website! 

 

It is not too late to sign up. Once you have signed up, 
each month you will receive an email letting you 
know that the newsletter has been posted to the 
website, along with a link that will take you there 
directly. Contact Tammy Schroeder at 351-2660 by 
November 1 to be included in the next monthly email 
reminder. 

mailto:therosses@mchsi.co
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Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
except holidays or when announced 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 
 LITURGICAL ARTS 
Darlene Bergman 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
  HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR 
Ednamae Fisher 
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN 
Emily Guthe 
emily.guthe@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF JR./SR HIGH YOUTH 
Jim Cochrane 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF EQUIPPING MINIISTRY 
Amanda Edwards  
amanda.edwards@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Someone missing from your pew? 

Knowing who is sitting with you in your pew, and 
letting us know when someone “goes missing,” helps 
keep track of our folks and provides timely pastoral 
care. Please let Pastor Sam know when your pew ma-
te is missing more than a few Sundays or if you know 
of someone needing a pastoral contact. 


