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Advent Wreaths and
Potluck Breakfast, November 29
YOU’RE INVITED! Come celebrate the first Sunday of Advent with your FPC friends and
family. We will be making Advent wreaths in Ryerson Fellowship Hall during the
Education Hour (9:15-10:15). Join us for fun crafts, games and activities as we welcome
the Advent season! The Fellowship Committee invites you to a potluck that morning.
The committee will provide table service and
beverages. We will spilt the congregation into 3
groups and if your last name begins with
A—G, Casserole
H—N, Fruit
0—Z, Bread
If you have questions, contact Valerie Soemadi at
319-541-7451

Looking for members to join the Caring Connection of FPC
The Caring Connection
helps people in our
congregation who may be
in need of short-term help
due to an illness,
hospitalization, or other
family emergency. The Caring Connection can help with
providing meals, transportation to doctor’s appointments,
doing the laundry, or respite care so a caregiver can leave
home for a short time. These are just some of the things the
Caring Connection has helped with in the past.
FPC’s Caring Connection is coordinated by the Deacons, and
at this time Liz Bolin and Louise Gisolfi are the coordinators.
We currently have about a dozen members plus 18 Deacons
who help with this endeavor. If you are interested, here is
how it works: A need is identified through a member who
notifies the office staff of someone’s situation. The
coordinator is contacted and will send out an email to the
Caring Connection explaining what is needed and when it is
needed, a schedule of meals 3 times a week, for instance;
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you have an opportunity to volunteer, or if your
schedule does not permit it, to send regrets. We know
not everyone can help out with each Caring
Connection event; however, we do hope you can
volunteer a couple of times a year.
If this is not for you, how about helping with the
Casseroles-to-go program? Several times a year there
is a need to replenish our supply of Casseroles-to-go
(which are used for emergency situations when there
is not time for the Caring Connection to get a
schedule out). This would be a phone call to ask that
you make a casserole to put in the freezer at church in
the storeroom next to the kitchen. This way there is
no immediate need, but you can do this when it’s
convenient over a period of 2-3 weeks.
Thanks for considering joining the FPC’s Caring
Connection or the Casseroles-to-go Program! Your
time and effort will be greatly appreciated!
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Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! Let me begin by giving you updates on our interim arrangements
for fulfilling our staff roles going forward. Judy Whitford, a trained former Christian Educator, has agreed to step
into the Director of Equipping Ministry role for the time being. Jim Cochrane will continue to be of support to her
on Sunday mornings and continue in his Youth ministry responsibilities. My understanding is that we have nearly
completed our organist search and hope to have a new organist in place by Christmas. Between now and then,
we are being well served by Ednamae Fisher and Del Disselhorst. Our Administration and Personnel Ministry is
tracking with our planning process and giving its prayerful reflection as to how to best provide servantleadership to our congregation.
As we attempt to peer into the future, it may be worth noting that we can now name our mission, vision, core
values, and goals adopted by Session. They form the basis for our creation of tangible mission and ministry
programs. They are based on the congregational interviews of last spring, followed by congregational input on a
recent Sunday afternoon. To those who know and love our congregation, recognize its callings and needs, and
have a rudimentary understanding of Jesus’ ministry found in the Bible, the following statements should ring
familiar:
MISSION STATEMENT: “Empowered by the Holy Spirit, to share the Word of God through Jesus Christ and to live
lives of justice, mercy and faith.”
VISION STATEMENT: “Seeking the realm of God.”
VALUES STATEMENT: The core values of FPC are:

Celebrating God joyfully (Psalm 100, Revelation 4:8-11)


Engaging in life-long spiritual development (Matthew 16:24, Galatians 2:20)



Sharing our faith through stories of God’s love and inviting people to church (1 Peter 3:15, Luke 14:23)



Encouraging the formation of new friendships across all barriers by practicing reconciliation
(John 15:15, Matthew 25:31-46)



Living in right (wholesome) relationships of justice, mercy and faith with all creation (Matthew 6:33,
Matthew 23:23)



Serving others (Matthew 20:25-28, Philippians 2:1-8)

STRATEGIC GOALS:
1) Ensure that Christian worship and spiritual formation are central activities of FPC.
2)

Engage FPC with need-driven, collaborative community reconciliation projects.

3)

Enhance the FPC faith community’s knowledge, skills, and access to mental health and physical health.

4)

Equip the FPC faith community by creating opportunities for involvement and engagement in
fellowship, education, service and worship.

5)

Optimize the efficiency of service delivery and communication.

The question now is, “How do our mission, vision,
values and goals get fleshed out by us as a congregation
over the next 3 to 5 years?” Put another way, our
future programs – missions and ministries—should
reflect these statements above. This is the purpose of
the remainder of our planning process: to add flesh to
the important bones.
The process of making and implementing plans
suggests a weeding process: surrendering what no
longer works, nurturing what holds promise, and
developing new initiatives, all weighed in light of the
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mission, vision, values and goals claimed. Discerning
what programs should be continued, and which ones
should be newly developed as we go forward, is the key
to the present stage of our planning process. Frankly,
this is a matter of both faith and practicality. One
reason we seek God’s will is that we cannot afford to
fund everything. I wish we could implement all the
great ideas and community requests that came through
the numerous interviews, but common sense tells us
that we cannot. Choices must be made.
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(Continued on page 3)
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C

hristmas Pageants have been occurring in

churches for years. They are a great way to teach the
Christmas story to children as they take on the roles of
the Holy family or the angels and the shepherds. But it’s also an
important opportunity for all of us, whether old or young to
create a memory so that the story becomes our own.
That’s why this year’s pageant will involve EVERYONE! Similar to
last year, again this year the pageant will take on the flavor of
those you may have experienced as a child. Even our adults will
have the opportunity to be a wise guy, or an angel, or even an
ass. Or if you’d rather, you can “boo” when Herod is announced,
or read a poem, or say a verse (remember those verses you
memorized for Christmas programs when you were young?) or
simply join in the singing of the carols. The pageant will take
place in Ryerson Fellowship Hall during the C.E. hour at 9:15
a.m. (not during worship as in some past years). We’ll gather
around tables for Christmas treats at 9:00 a.m. and then we’ll be
assigned our parts and costumes. We’ll re-enact the “first
Christmas story” with costumes, verses, carols, and plenty of
laughter. It will be lively, but also promises to be a new and
meaningful way of experiencing this miraculous, life-changing
event. Join us; you don’t want to miss Emmanuel—God with us—
in each and every one of us!

A Pageant for EVERYONE!
December 20, 2015

9:15 a.m.
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall

If you would like to help coordinate the pageant, or serve as one
of the adult “animal herders,” let Jim Cochrane know by calling
the church office or emailing jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org.
(Continued from page 2)

By the same token, we cannot afford to pay enough
staff people to support every great ministry or mission
idea that arose in the interviews. Again, choices must
be made. Affecting these choices is the recognition
that we face the situation experienced by many
congregations in a staff transition. Although over the
years we have sought to give our staff adequate raises,
we have fallen behind the “market” in almost all
positions, top to bottom. Attempts to catch up have
been commendable, yet never quite complete.
Bringing in new staff persons means making a realistic
assessment of the positions we need and how much
salary our current level of congregational giving will
support.
We hope to find God’s will as we weigh the possible
future of our ministry and mission programs, the staff
we would need to support our programs, and their
affordability. Of course, our Session needs our prayers
as it seeks to discern God’s purposes for us. The
congregation will have a chance to give their feedback
prior to the final adoption of a plan by Session, and of
course the congregation will see the final product after
the first of the year. By that time we will know the
total of our recent budget pledges, and what we can
and can’t support in 2016, making the plan realistic.
Right now we thank God for the year of blessings that
we have enjoyed. During Advent we celebrate the
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power and presence of the Living Christ who is with us
always. In the new year, we begin to embrace God’s
new call, with accompanying adjustments in our
program and staff arrangement. It is all a challenge. It
is all a good gift from God.
With love, your pastor,
Sam

Book Sale Date is Set!
The 15th annual Book and Bake
Sale co-sponsored by
Presbyterian Women’s
Coordinating Team and Four Oaks
Iowa City will be held Friday, April
8, (3 to 6 p.m.) and Saturday,
April 9, (8 to 11 p.m.).
Please save books, puzzles, CDs and DVDs to bring
April 4!
Proceeds go to support a variety of local human
service organizations and also Four Oaks Iowa City,
which serves about 500 clients a year providing a
multitude of vital social services to children and
families in our community.
Questions: Contact Sharon Raffensperger, 351-6995
(jsraff63@gmail.com).
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October 2015 Session Highlights
-respectfully submitted by Nancy Weber, clerk of session
The Session met October 20, 2015, in Coover Lounge
at 7 p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and
lit the Christ candle. Elder Judy Terry read the words
of a hymn about service and noted two cases in
which Presbyterian mission groups and Presbyterian
Women have taken action in the local and national
arena. Judy then led us in prayer.
A certificate of congratulations from PCUSA on the
175th anniversary of FPC was circulated, and the
following were noted: Judah Robert Cargill was born
September 30, 2015, to Roslyn and Bob Cargill; Randy
Howe and Ila Reid were married September 11, 2015
at FPC, officiated by Pastor Sam Massey; Brianne
Boysen, daughter of Tom and Roxanne Boysen, was
married to Joshua Larson, October 17, 2015,
officiated by Pastor Sam Massey; and Bob McFarland
died October 19, 2015. The funeral was held October
22, 2015 and officiated by Pastor Sam Massey.
The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was
received.
Session approved the minutes of the September 15,
2015 stated Session meeting.

brief discussion ensued. Session approved the document.
Elder Ulch further talked about the “What Next?” How are we
to complete and launch the plan?
Session approved concluding the REALM planning process by
January 31, 2016.
An update on the stewardship campaign was given by Elder
John Barr. The stewardship letter was sent out the end of the
third week in October 2015 to the congregation, concerning
the stewardship campaign. Pledge cards were due Sunday,
November 1. Session members were asked to make their
assigned calls after the letter went out. While passing along
the usual reminders to update smoke alarm batteries, turn the
clocks back, and bring their pledge cards to church, officers
were encouraged to be welcoming and friendly. Session
members were urged to be informing and educating, not
making an “ask.” Officers were requested to write down any
information they received on each of their calls.
A motion proposed by Endowment and Memorial to
recommend that we hire a part-time administrator for 5 to 10
hours per month was postponed until the November Session
meeting.

The congregational meeting was set for November 8, A motion to accept the resignation of Elder Kevin Keith from
session was approved. The clerk will write a letter of
2015, 11:30 a.m.
appreciation for his service.
A brief discussion took place concerning the capital
Session had received a request that FPC be a site for the 2016
campaign to raise funds for upcoming big projects,
Democratic caucus. Many concerns were expressed. A
which include repairing the parking lot, refurbishing
previous request last election by Republicans had been
the organ, installing an elevator, and replacing the
denied. Pastor Sam will take the concerns of Session back to
boiler. Elder Ken Fisher will chair the fundraising
the person who made the request. Session decided to not
campaign, with Larry Bruner as vice-chair. Ken will
recruit additional members to join them (along with take up the request, effectively denying it.
John Barr and Carol Ulch) on the committee. There is Concerning staffing issues, Judy Whitford will take on several
an interest in hiring a professional fundraiser advisor of Amanda Edwards’ duties in Equipping Ministry. Hiring new
to assist with the spring fundraising campaign.
staff to replace those leaving on a one-to-one basis will
Session considered briefly Sadie May’s visions of the probably cost us a great deal. Pastor Sam urged us to realize
possible use of the Burianek trust money after elder that we will need to make realistic hires. Technology
assistance and pastoral care, as well as music and Equipping,
John Barr’s report. Sadie is the trustee of the
will need staffing. Thanks were expressed for Judy Whitford’s
Burianek bequest.
willingness to step up to help Equipping Ministry.
Pastor Sam spoke briefly about staff transitions. Edna
A motion adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns,
Mae Fisher is coordinating some of the
followed by prayer, was approved. Elder Richard Van Rheeden
arrangements. A short meeting to welcome new
closed the meeting with prayer.
members will take place November 15, at 9:30 a.m.
in room 14. Session members were encouraged to
The next Session meeting will be held November 17, at 7 p.m.,
attend.
in Coover Lounge.
An update on the REALM planning process was given
by Elder Carol Ulch. A document containing the
Mission, Vision, Values and Strategic Goals of
Operational Plan had been sent to Session, and a
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First’s Family
The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of
church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline
for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th
of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be
submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you!

December 15-31

November 15-30
11/15
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/21
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/26
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/29

Nick McMillan
Carol Tippe
Craig Gustaveson
Tom Martin
Norvall Clemons
Ed Cranston
Barb Davis
Mary Jo Keith
Bill Maher
Sarah Bigaba
Jim Heims
Richard Van Rheeden
Heather Fay
Leann Graves
Jeff Foster
Grace Kirschling
Stephanie Brentner
Lily Chong
Anthony McMillan
Kathy Smith

12/1
12/2
12/4
12/4
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/9
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15

Sharon Oglesby
Jessica Wagner
Carter Hand
Calvin Martin
Terry Protextor
Sue Farran
Cathe Franz
Mig Judiesch
Andrew Ketterer
Neva Wagner
Jessica Steyers
Carrie Christensen
Doris Preucil
Liz Degner
Rick Boland
John Hoak
Debbie Maher
Emily Goddard
Jon Gustaveson
Amy Hackman
Kenneth Noble
Greg Smith
Jeri Smith

Congratulations!
Calvin Coker Martin was born April
16, 2015, to parents Kayla and
Travis Martin, brother Carter and
sister Alice. Calvin was baptized
November 8 at First Presbyterian.

Craig Gustaveson, Betty Lacina, Mary
Ann Clemons and Jack Hoak.

Needles, Hook and Yarn
Join us at Carol’s (Legacy Ridge) as we
meet to knit, crochet and share
fellowship on Saturday mornings from
9-11 am. We will not gather on
November 28. For more info, contact
Carol at 351-3847 or Tammy Schroeder
at the church, 351-2660.
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Free Lunch News
The FPC Free Lunch team filled 170 plates in October with a tasty beef stew, Waldorf salad, stir-fried farmers’
market veggies, and farmers’ market fruit pies. In November we will be serving meatloaf, roasted potatoes,
bean salad, stir-fried veggies, fresh fruit, tossed salad, and desserts. The potatoes were collected from the
farmers’ market, no doubt the last local produce until next spring. We will be relying more heavily on our
generous PW sponsorship to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables for our winter meals.
The FPC free lunch team will gather again at 10 a.m. on November 19 to prepare our next meal. Meatloaf is
popular, so we’re anticipating another big serving day. If you would like to join us, come prepared to have a
good time while we chop up lots of potatoes, fruits and vegetables.
Two church members made generous meat donations (ground beef, hams and venison roasts) this month
which we’ll be using for later meals or donating to the Free Lunch freezer for use by other teams. If you would
like to know more about donating food or other items to the Free Lunch Program, contact Carol Kirsch (319325-2559 or carolkirsch52@gmail.com).

Servanthood Ministry Promotes Christmas Gift Giving Events
Toys for Tots
This year the Salvation Army’s Toy for Tots program once again
needs your help. Because of FPC members and friends like you, the
Salvation Army is able to touch the lives of many children and
families throughout Johnson County during the Christmas Season
each year. Last year, the Salvation Army helped 2,325 area youth
who might not have had toys on Christmas morning.
Beginning on Sunday, 11/29, Toys for Tots gift donation tags will be hung on our Christmas tree in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall. Each tag lists the gender and age of a child (from newborn to 15 years old) who would
appreciate a gift. Unwrapped gifts, with your tag attached, should be dropped off at the Salvation Army (1116
Gilbert Ct., Iowa City; 319-337-3725) no later than 12/11. Toy sorting will be done on 12/14 and 15, with
distribution occurring on 12/16 and 17.

Gifts for Parents Sponsored by the Consultation of Religious Communities
St. Mark’s is located at 2675 East Washington Street, Iowa City. Be a part of this event:
This year at St Mark’s United Methodist Church (SMUM), at 2675 East Washington Street,
Iowa City, the annual Gifts for Parents event gives community children an opportunity to
experience the joy of giving. Children ages 3-14 shop for gifts for significant adults in their
lives. Volunteers help children choose presents from items donated or wrap the gifts. All
enjoy a free pancake breakfast provided by St. Mark’s United Methodist Men. Be a part of
this event:
1) Donate Gifts — Of new or gently used items suitable as a gift for an adult, such as kitchen items, tools,
car gadgets, costume jewelry, purses, Hawkeye items, wallets, and flashlights. They are always short of
men’s gifts. On 11/16 through noon on 12/3, unwrapped donations may be placed in the gift box
inside Ryerson Fellowship Hall at First Presbyterian Church. Donations of gift boxes and large, handled
shopping bags are also needed.
2) Volunteer to Help — Set up and sort gifts on Friday, 12/4, at 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at SMUM church.
On Distribution Day, 12/5, lots of people will be needed to escort the kids and wrap the gifts (bring your own
scissors). Arrive by 8:30 a.m. (or be part of a fresh round of volunteers at 11 a.m.). Beginning at 8:00,
volunteers can enjoy a free pancake breakfast provided by SMUM Men. Distribution begins at 9:00 and ends
up around 1:00, with cleanup to follow.
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Share in the Joy of a Promise through the Christmas Joy Offering
During Advent we remember God’s promises to us. We gather together and wait in hope
for the coming of the promised Emmanuel, God with us. On Christmas Day we celebrate
that the promise is kept in the birth of Jesus Christ! The Presbyterian Church (USA)
provides the opportunity for congregations to join this celebration of God’s faithfulness by
supporting those in need of help and hope. Thanks to your gifts, the Christmas Joy Offering
is able to help provide financial assistance to individuals and families who have dedicated
their lives to the church and also supports racial ethnic education and leadership
development for students attending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. The
promise made is one of hope in situations where hope can be hard to find. When we give,
we declare that our hope is well founded, because it is God who has promised and God
who is faithful. Thank you for your support of this vital offering.
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The offering distributes
gifts 50/50 to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and racial ethnic education and leadership
development. The Assistance Program provides integral financial support to church workers and their families.
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and spiritual leadership while nurturing racial and
ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.
In 2014, $1.6 million was used to provide financial support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian
church workers in their time of need; $1.4 million was used to provide education, enabling students to attend
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to develop leadership skills. Your gifts allow these
ministries, which Presbyterians have carried out for decades, to continue.
This year our Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 20. Your prayerful consideration to
share the joy of promise is greatly appreciated.

Honoring Our Past “Alternative
Gift Market”—the Online Presbyterian
Giving Catalog
Give the gift of hope today as you plan for your Christmas giving.
Millions around the world are facing daily struggles to access food,
clean drinking water, and shelter. Take the first step today to help
alleviate their burdens with gifts of wells with clean water, seeds,
livestock, school supplies, cleaning tools or pots and pans.
Each gift pictured in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog exemplifies the
work prayerfully carried out by ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. These ministries work in
collaboration with Presbyterians, congregations, mid-councils, and church partners. The purchase and
distribution of animals, the building of wells to provide life-giving clean water to entire communities, and
ministries to youth and young adults are among the many ways your gift is filling a need, making an impact, and
providing hope around the globe.
Your gift will have the biggest impact and do the most good when combined with gifts from others to address
the greatest needs across the globe, which include the ministries represented in the catalog.
The Presbyterian Giving Catalog can be viewed and orders placed online at http://presbyteriangifts.org
Your selected items will make wonderful gifts for friends, family and loved ones. Upon check-out with your
order, a card will be mailed to you for each item ordered, and a printable certificate for the gift will be sent to
your email address. Certificates can be tucked into the cards you receive and given as gifts, symbolizing God’s
boundless love. For orders totaling $150 or more, you are eligible to receive a beautiful fair trade artisan
handmade ornament from Vietnam, which is a symbol of skillful craft and your generosity. Do make sure to note
your affiliation with First Presbyterian Church when making your donation.
Questions or comments about this year’s gift market should be directed to John Barr, Servanthood Ministry /
Mission Committee, at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213.
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This is the first installment of a monthly column designed to bring you viewpoints from congregation members
or other sources for the purpose of helping all of us understand various societal topics of interest. This monthly
column is brought to you by the Justice Committee. We are actively seeking authors! If you have a viewpoint to
share, contact us! (Lara Marsh at marshlara5@gmail.com)
The goals of this monthly column are three-fold:
1. Education
2. Encouragement of understanding and respecting the other’s viewpoint
3. Impetus to take action if you feel called to do so
This month’s question:

Do you support the proposed Johnson County minimum wage increase?

YES

NO

“There is nothing but a lack of social vision to prevent
us from paying an adequate wage to every American
whether he [or she] is a hospital worker, laundry
worker, maid, or day laborer.”
– Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Johnson County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously in October to raise the minimum wage for
workers in our county, in response to rising rates of
poverty, food insecurity, and inadequate housing.
Iowa’s minimum wage has been frozen at $7.25 for
nearly eight years. Under the new law, the minimum
wage will increase in three steps: to $8.20 on Nov. 1,
then $9.15 on May 1, 2016, and eventually $10.10 in
2017. Dozens of low-wage workers testified in support
of this increase, including many parents who are
struggling to raise their children while working
multiple jobs to survive.
The scheduled minimum wage increase provides
desperately needed relief for working families in
poverty. It will boost our local economy by putting
more money in workers’ pockets and takes one small
step toward reducing the pressures of rising poverty
on our schools, housing, and social services.
Excerpts from the Center for Worker Justice, http://
www.cwjiowa.org/

[Increasing the minimum wage is] detrimental to our
economic growth and a clear deterrent to increasing
employment for Iowans.
The precedent has already been set across the country
where it has been clearly documented that, regardless
of whether or not increases are tied to inflation,
minimum wage increases don’t help … In fact, the
county’s largest employer, the University of Iowa, has
already publically stated that they believe they are
exempt from the increase, leaving thousands without
any increase in pay and the burden of the minimum
wage hike falling squarely on the shoulders of small
business owners.
Unfortunately, the board seems dead set on burdening
the entrepreneurs of Johnson County with the
unnecessary additional costs to do business instead of
getting out of the way of the day-to-day operations of
small business owners. If commissioners are interested
in improving working conditions for employees, a great
start would be to decrease burdensome regulations,
freeing up small business owners to spend money on
things like raises for their most productive employees
without being mandated to increase the amount they
pay employees across the board.
Excerpts from National Federation of Independent

Inspired to submit your own viewpoint, even anonymously? Contact Lara Marsh at marshlara5@gmail.com or Perry
Ross at perry@aol.com. Articles must be 200 words or less and author names may remain anonymous if desired.
Next month’s topic:

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: I think
the Black Lives Matter campaign is important and I support it.
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Sunday Morning Education Opportunities
Join us as we head Home for the Holidays. One element of holiday celebrations for some is “coming home.” This means
different things to different people. For those who know FPC as their faith family, we hope they will “come home” for
Advent as well as Christmas this year. It will be like a family reunion, and we hope EVERYONE will come. We will gather in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall from 9:15–10:30 am for activities, learning, and celebrating the Season.

November 29 - Advent I
Join us as we prepare for the birth of
Christ. We’ll be making Advent candles
and learn the history behind them; we
have everything you need to carry on
this tradition at home. We’ll also be
putting up the fellowship hall Christmas
tree and making decorations for it.
There will be activities for all ages.
Contact Jim Cochrane for details.

December 6 - Advent II
We’ll help Presbyterian Women get ready for our
great COOKIE WALK the following Saturday;
some will help with cookies while others make
tree ornaments, one to take home for your own
tree or share with a neighbor and others to sell
at the mini-bazaar. We’ll also sing carols and
learn the stories behind some of them. Our Pre-K
– K will meet in the Creation Station, as usual.
Anita Burnett will lead this gathering.

December 13 - Advent III
We’ll get a jump start of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” when we discover the history of this seemingly silly song. Who
would want all those gifts, and what would one do with them? Actually, the song is a coded way to teach and celebrate
basic Christian concepts. Come, break the code with us! Of course there will be singing and sharing stories of favorite
Christmas traditions as well. Our Pre-K – K will meet in the Creation Station. For more details, contact Anita Burnett.

December 20 - Advent IV
This year’s pageant will involve EVERYONE! Similar to last year, this year the pageant will take on the flavor of those you
may have experienced as a child. Even our adults will have the opportunity to be a wise guy, or an angel, or even an ass.
We’ll gather around tables for Christmas treats at 9:00 a.m. and then we’ll be assigned our parts and costumes. We’ll reenact the “first Christmas story” with costumes, verses, carols, and plenty of laughter. It will be lively, but also promises to
be a new and meaningful way of experiencing this miraculous, life-changing event. For more info contact, Judy Whitford or
Jim Cochrane.

Happy Thanksgiving and
Merry Christmas
from the Wednesday Bible
Study Group!

Eat Out Group
WEDNESDAY, Nov 18 at 6 p.m.

Please note that we will NOT meet on
the following Wednesdays:
November18, November 25,
December 23, December 30 and
January 6
We resume on January 13. Join us in
Coover Lounge, 9:30—10:30 am.

Hwy. 1, near Walmart

Gary & Anita Burnett, Hosts
319-325-7640

Sadie May and Pastor Sam facilitate
this conversation. All are welcome.
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FPC Book Club will
NOT meet in
December.
Watch Sunday
bulletins for upcoming
information.
Questions, contact Jan
Walker at 358-6737.
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~by Darlene Bergman
Director of Music and Liturgical Arts

Advent 2015—Before There is a Claus, there must be a Christ!
Keeping Advent is important—for our faith and for our church. I know that some will argue that since Christmas arrives in the
stores right after Halloween and since Santa comes on Thanksgiving weekend, we should surely have Jesus in the manger by
sundown on Thanksgiving and absolutely start singing Christmas carols in church.
When Jesus called the church into being, he intended it to be a place distinctive and set apart from the marketplace, a place
where the rhythms are different. Advent definitely underscores these rhythmic differences, reminding us that before we are
consumers, we are Christians. Before there is a Claus, there must be a Christ! Keeping Advent reminds us that Jesus called us
to be different, to be changed, transformed.
Advent has lessons to teach. Lesson one teaches us to watch and wait because we do not know when good news will appear,
when a breakthrough might come, when forgiveness might be found, when grace might bring forth something brand new.
Waiting and watching are postures that direct us inward, encouraging prayer and quieting our spirits to prepare our hearts for
whatever God is about to birth there.
Advent also teaches us about hope. Hope is what is before us in all the characters we meet in this season: prophets who
envision a future of wholeness and fruitfulness; John the Baptist, the wild-eyed preacher who points beyond himself to One
with healing and a message of peace; Joseph, finding courage to trust in something beyond belief; Mary, humbly believing that
with God anything is possible.
This is a season when we, like these Advent characters, are offered the opportunity to trust in a God who is “about to do a
new thing,” hope in place of despair, a future beaming with bright possibilities far beyond those promised in the Target and
Best Buy ads. Advent is far too important to relinquish to the marketers. We have much to learn. God has much to say to us.
What might God have to say to us about our own calling, about living in the tension between this kingdom and the one not yet
realized? What might God have to say to us that will impact not only our Advent journey, but our journey through the rest of
the liturgical year?
So let us keep awake, watch intently so that God might bring forth something new, something better. So that even in our sin,
even in our doubt, our confusion, our anxiety, our darkness, a light will break forth, pushing back the darkness and illuminating
even the corners of our hearts. Do not be afraid. We will get to Christmas. We will sing the carols, finally, with joy and
thanksgiving. But there is great blessing on the road between here and there, great blessing on the road called Advent. Thanks
be to God!

CHRISTMAS TEA
JuBELLation CONCERT

Sunday, December 13
3:00 p.m.
The Most Wonderful Chime
of the Year

Please join First Presbyterian’s JuBELLation Bell Choir in their 3rd
Annual Christmas Concert followed by a delightful tea in the
fellowship hall.
We promise to put you in the Christmas spirit with a variety of
Christmas Carol arrangements that are familiar and maybe a couple
that will be new to you. We are pulling out all of our unique
techniques to “wow” you and help you to enjoy this very sacred
season in the church year. We will have bell trees, “singing bells,”
malleted pieces and other surprises in store for you. There is no
charge for this concert. We simply want your presence.
Mark your calendars now—December 13, 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
of First Presbyterian Church. The concert will be under one hour in
length!
Come share our ringing, our enthusiasm and the joy in the Christmas
season.
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Worship & Celebration Ministry
Sanctuary Choir sings
Benjamin Britten’s “A Ceremony of Carols”
Sunday, December 20 at 10:30 a.m.

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) is one of the leading British composers of the 20th century. An outstanding pianist
and conductor, Britten began composing at age 12. He studied at the Royal College of Music in London. While
working as a composer for radio, theater, and cinema, he became a close friend of W. H. Auden. The Ceremony of
Carols was inspired by Britten’s discovery of The English Galaxy of Shorter Poems and was apparently composed in
part while returning to Britain from the United States. The carols are largely the product of 15th- and 16th-century
writers, most of whom are anonymous. They retain their unique flavor by Britten’s extensive use of old English
language in the style of Geoffrey Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales.” The work was first performed by a boys choir and
conducted by Britten, in London in December 1943. The immense popularity of A Ceremony of Carols led later to
the SATB arrangement that our Sanctuary Choir will sing at our 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, December 20.
Perhaps the most enchanting and haunting feature of Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols is its simplicity.
What could be more sublimely austere than medieval carols in middle English, accompanied by the plucked strains
of a lone harp? The picture and the sound evoke the hopeful, watchful sense of the days leading up to Christmas,
which makes it a uniquely suited for the Advent season. A Ceremony of Carols has become one of the “chestnuts”
of choral literature and has known enduring popularity.
You will not want to miss this stunning piece presented by our Sanctuary Choir, soloists, and guest harpist Gretchen
Brumwell.

Youth Choir and Alumni
to sing at Oaknoll

Look for our very own Brian
Kleis in the summer edition of
American Prosthetics &
Orthotics News.

O

n Sunday, December 20, our Youth Choir and
alumni of the choir will lead worship at Oaknoll
Retirement Center. The service, which consists of
readings, anthems and carols, is an annual event and
one that both the youth and Oaknoll residents look
forward to each year. This will mark the 16th year that
our Youth have led this service. In fact it’s such a wellloved tradition that in recent years our choir alumni
have made it a priority to come back and join the choir.
The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for
rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving in time
for the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go to Jim
Cochrane’s house (766 Arch Rock Rd.) for a Christmas
party and plan to arrive back at the church by 9 p.m.,
where parents can pick up members of the choir. The
congregation are always welcome to come and worship
at the Oaknoll Youth-led service.
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Brian shares his story of
challenges and how he has managed to cope
with adversity. There is a copy of the APO
newsletter in Ryerson Fellowship Hall on the
community board or follow this link to the
online version: http://www.apoinc.com/
pdfs/APO-News-Summer-2015.pdf
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During the past year, I’ve heard many
questions from folks here about the
The Work of the People
need for a focused vision such as
Gathering and Sending—
REALM. Don’t we already have a
mission and vision statement? I’ve
Neither is Optional!
shared my thoughts and, at times,
by Darlene Bergman
my own questions about what the
congregation has to gain from this
new acronym, indeed about the
entire premise. Do we really need a new terminology, a new “package” for FPCs mission and ministry. Aren’t we already
doing important mission? Perhaps the question might be framed, “We’re already doing many mission endeavors, but
what more might or could we be doing?” Recently I was cleaning files and came across an article I had forgotten about
and one that gave me great insight into the concept of REALM. I’m sharing excerpts of that article written in 2012 by Jack
Jezreel in Congregations Magazine because it gave me new understanding, insight and food for thought. Yes, we are
doing lots of good ministry already, but what more could/should we be about? It has helped me clarify the concept of
REALM, and I’m hopeful that it will be helpful to you, too.
Gospel-Driven Communities: Being a Church with a
Biblical Vision of Justice
All too often God’s people are not reaching out to those
who struggle, not advocating enough for justice, not
seeking peace nor caring for creation in the way that
matches with God’s vision of human dignity, well-being,
and wholeness. The biblical vision of justice, Jesus’
proclamation of the Reign or Realm of God, his life journey
of compassion and integrity outlines in the Gospels are
absolutely central, critical ingredients of our mission, our
purpose, our vision, indeed our humanity. If our churches
are not forming compassionate human beings, real life
saints, prophets, heroines/heroes and martyrs in Christ’s
name, why not? And what needs to change?
In the gospels there is an alternating pattern in Jesus’
ministry that provides a template for our lives, our work,
and our churches. The narrative of the gospels follows a
pattern that gets repeated over and over. We take it for
granted perhaps because the gospels actually take it for
granted—it’s the drama of gathering and sending. Jesus, a
teacher, sometimes called “rabbi,” does what teachers and
rabbis do: he gathers disciples, he forms them, he trains
them, he challenges them, and he enlightens them.
And then, he sends them.

violence against women. To know God’s compassion for
God’s poor (see Matthew 25) is to know God. If we do not
have compassion for those in need, we do not know God.
Gathering and sending. Neither is optional.
There is a 3,000-member church in Denver that gathers for
worship on the first and third Sundays of the month. On the
second and fourth Sundays they go—all 3,000—to a poor
neighborhood park to rebuild a playground; two weeks
later they rehab a block of houses owned by retired and
low-income elderly; two weeks later they serve a dinner for
an entire neighborhood in distress and they become
friends. Gathering and sending is on their calendar, not just
in their bulletin.
Why could we not re-create our churches so that we ask
everyone to commit to serving the poor and seeking
justice? Why not create teams of 12—smaller faith
communities— that pray together, study together, and
reach out together? Why not organize 12 doctors and
nurses into a local version of Doctors without Borders and
writes letters on issues related to health care policy? Or
why not a team of 12 who starts a community garden and
works on farm bills? Why not a team of 12 plumbers to
rehab the houses of low-income and at-risk families, who
are also trained in the most effective strategies for
addressing poverty?

Gathering speaks to the sense of “getting ready.” It’s about
nourishing faith, nourishing the community, about
I believe nothing would draw people to church, or faith, like
remembering our story, sharing prayer, and being prepared a church that was always being sent to do heroic, visionary,
for the second part of the drama called sending.
and sacrificing work, and was engaged in an imaginative
and promising political and religious vision. For those of us
Sending is about mission.
whose churches are losing members, is the problem the
The most repeated phrase in the four gospels is “The Reign message of Jesus or that we have crafted our churches
around a less compelling message?
of God” (or Realm), and that phrase provides a mission
statement for our lives. And the touchstones of the Reign
The God I believe in wants the Church gathered and sent,
(or Realm) of seeking justice and making peace include the
to cherish and heal this wonderful and wounded world.
common good, the dignity of every human life and the
dignity of creation; it speaks to good and safe jobs,
attention especially to the poor and vulnerable and a bias
against violence of all kinds, including the violence of
poverty, the violence of war, the violence of exclusion and
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Presbyterian Women at FPC is
NOT just Circle Membership!
There are opportunities for every woman in the church to be
involved in some way. See how our women are making a difference!

RAGS TO STITCHES:
The work never ceases for this group! They are both talented and
dedicated. The current project for this busy group is creating holidaythemed small cloth bags. These are filled with surprises for any visitor to
FPC throughout the Christmas season. It’s easy to be a part of this group;
just contact Jane Skinner skinner.jane33@gmail.com or 358-2862.

CIRCLES:
Martha
In October we made an icy visit to
Antartica followed by a thoughtprovoking devotion on “our
collections.” There were some ladies
squirming in our chairs during the
bumpy trip to the icy regions of the
earth (the tables had ridges to keep
the food from sliding off!), but even
more of us were squirming during
devotions suggesting we all take a
hard look at what is important in our
lives, our stuff or our relationship
with the Lord. If all this sounds like
gibberish, we would suggest you join
our next meeting on November 18
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Come at
9:30 a.m. for social time; the
meeting starts at 10 a.m., and we
dismiss no later than 11:30. Anita
Burnett will present the program. If
you have questions about this circle,
contact Sharon Raffensperger or
Maeleen Thorius.
Eve
Tis the Season! This is a festive
event — one of the first in your
Holiday Season. December 1 at 6
p.m. is the time and place for Eve
Circle’s Annual Christmas Salad
Supper in Coover Lounge. Bring a
salad to share, and come join us for
a great social time along with
delicious food and carol singing.
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE
Our Annual Cookie Walk / Bazaar Sale Saturday, December 12, is quickly
approaching, and we are asking for everyone’s help and participation. If
you are new to our church, you might ask what is a Cookie Walk? Plates of
cookies are spread out across banquet tables in the fellowship hall, and
participants select the cookies they want, allowing them to purchase a
wide assortment to take home or give as gifts.
We are asking all members to donate 6 dozen cookies to provide us with
this wide assortment. Any kind of cookie is welcome, whether fancy or a
standard snack cookie. Extra special cookies will be sold a price of 6 for $5,
and regular cookies will be $5/dozen.
We also will be decorating sugar cookies Thursday night, Dec. 10 from 6
p.m.–7 p.m. in Coover Lounge — all are welcome to come join the fun —
we’ll have the cookies, icing and decorations waiting for your creative
touch. These cookies will then be sold Saturday with all the other cookies
that have been donated.
We would also love to have help getting all the cookies ready Friday
afternoon/evening and keeping the plates filled Saturday morning. Watch
for sign-up sheets after church in the fellowship hall starting Sunday,
November 22. Thanks so much — Sally Rickey, Cookie Walk Chair

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
This is a great accompaniment to the COOKIE WALK above. Do you want
to find some stunning gifts for those on your Christmas list? Come look at
the variety of beautiful handmade items … ornaments of all kinds, wood
creations, special snacks, stitchery, and much, much more. Or perhaps you
are looking for that gently used bargain … those are available, too.
Everyone is urged to donate your crafts AND shop as well on December
12. If you have questions, contact Nancy Ross at therosses@mchsi.com or
337-5436 or Jan Wicks at wicks1@mchsi.com or 337-5629. See you at the
Bazaar!
DATES TO REMEMBER
December 12, 9–11:30 a.m. FPC Cookie Walk and Bazaar
February 28, 11:30 a.m.
Camp Wyoming Scholarships
Fundraiser
April 8 and 9
Book and Bake Sale
April 30
Spring Brunch
June 15 – 18
PW Synod Gathering, Sioux Falls, SD
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Passport to the World—THIRD THURSDAYS
Join us Thursday, November 19, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., for an intergenerational
evening of fun, food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome (children, youth, young
adults, adults, older adults, single, married). Childcare will be available for infants
and toddlers.
5:30 – 6 pm

As the colors of creation form a harmonious rainbow, the
experience of singing another’s song broadens our understanding
of each other and of God. During an interactive and
intergenerational time together we will explore some of the ways
that Christians around the world sing and pray. With easily
accessible songs, movement and rhythmic instruments, we will gain
a glimpse of the joys and struggles of global cultures.

6 – 6:30 pm

Potluck Supper – Bring your favorite international dish to share.

6:30 – 7 pm

Aziza Bigaba, her children and friends will share parts of their faith journey of moving and settling
in Iowa City from the Congo.

7 pm – 7:30

Hongwook Suh will share parts of his faith journey of moving and settling in Iowa City from Korea.

If you have questions, contact Judy Whitford (judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org) or Jim Cochrane
(jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org).

Who is that sitting in the pew next to you?
Janice Sheldon Baumback
Written by Sherry Lohman
Oh, the stories she could tell! I only scratched the surface
when I visited with Janice not long ago. She has a
penchant for storytelling—factual stories with great
detail. In fact, earlier in life, she co-edited a book with her
late husband, Cliff, and has since written her own
memoir. And, she remarks, she could tell a story about
every object in her house!

a meager 45 cents an hour and
working towards graduate
work in sociology at
Northwestern. This is where
she met her soon-to-be
spouse, Cliff. Immediately after
they married, they left for
Oklahoma, where Cliff
Anyone want to guess where Janice was born? If you
accepted a job. While there,
guessed Shanghai, you’re right! Her family (parents and
they added three children to
two older brothers), lived there the first few years of her
their family: Rex, Mark and Carol (Carol and Steve
life, where she was attended to by an Amah. Janice’s
Spangler are members of FPC.) After six years there, in
father was an engineering prof who taught just outside of
1951, they moved to IC so Cliff could return to school to
Shanghai. Janice said she lived a very contained life there,
complete his Ph.D.
attending an English-speaking church. It was a tumultuous
time in China then, when China was trying to unify the
Janice decided (or let’s just say she was DETERMINED) she
country. There were battles in the village, with bullets
would return to school, as well to finish her MA in social
flying over their roof. Her older brothers had to climb
work. There were a number of hoops she would have to
over barbed wire to get to their school. Disease plagued jump through—with no car and no money! But she and
the family (there were no shots available), and the entire Cliff managed. Add to this the fact that they were also
family came down with scarlet fever for six weeks.
managing serious health problems with Cliff.
After a few years, Janice, her mother and brothers moved
to India for six months, where her mother’s parents were
living (special note: her grandparents were Presbyterian
missionaries there), and when Janice was not yet five, the
whole family moved to Seattle. (I told you she had
stories!) Everything appeared new to little Janice. She had
never seen an automobile, and the family spoke pigeon
English.

Ever since Cliff died 20 years ago, Janice has remained in
the same home where she has lived for the last 57 years.
She will be moving to Legacy Apts. soon, no doubt
bringing along her stories and enthusiastic spirit. She
remains active, both in the church and the community,
and is always prepared for the next adventure. “You
never know what lies ahead,” she smiles, with a positive
nod. Brings to mind 1 Cor. 2:9: “No eye has seen, no ear
has heard, no mind has conceived what God has in store
Fast-forward some years and you would find Janice with a
for those who love God.”
passion for retail work and working for Marshall Fields for
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Come Thou, O Prince of Peace!

A

dvent Lectionary Lessons

Advent I—November 29:
2 Kings 22:1-10 (14-20); 23:1-3
Luke 24:30-32
Advent II—December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-4

Veda Gill’s Visit
Veda Gill visited our congregation October 2-6. During her time
with us, she visited other churches in the area, spoke during our
church service on World Communion Sunday, presented at a
luncheon after church, and met with a wide variety of special
groups. It was such a pleasure to have her back with us and to
learn about what has been happening in Pakistan and of course,
at our beloved Pasrur Christian Girls' School.

Advent III—December 13
Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13
Luke 2:25-27
Advent IV—December 22:
Psalm 113
Luke 1:5-13, 57-80

“It is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness…”
Chinese Proverb

Years ago, I talked about this quote in a newsletter article in connection with the Pasrur
Project. I didn’t realize at the time how potent the metaphor might be. It seems
especially meaningful now because when you light a candle, it not only lights the
darkness around the candle but also gives others the opportunity to light their candles
from it. The light from one candle is multiplied until there are many, many points of light
in the darkness. And the darkness is diminished. That’s what has happened through our
work with the PEB (Pakistan Education Board) schools in Pakistan.
Since we began working with the PEB, 100 churches have joined us in donating to the
schools in Pakistan. In the past ten years, we have, together, completed 15 buildings, and
in the last year, Friends of PEB collected $800,000 for scholarships, buildings and
supplies. This means that thousands of children have had educational opportunities that
would have otherwise been denied to them. There is no doubt that our church has been
the trailblazer in this blessed mission, but it is important to note that many others have
followed. Our good work has been multiplied many times over and continues to grow.
During this Thanksgiving season, it is good to take stock of the good we’ve done and to
be grateful and proud of our church’s leadership in this important mission. We have
done what we could do to bring light to an often dark place.
By Jane Cranston
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First Presbyterian Church
2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced

First Presbyterian Church Staff
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC &
LITURGICAL ARTS
Darlene Bergman
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT ORGANIST
HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR
Ednamae Fisher
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org
MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN
Emily Guthe
emily.guthe@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF JR & SR HIGH YOUTH
Jim Cochrane
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org
INTERIM DIR. OF EQUIPPING MINISTRY
Judy Whitford
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 ~ Christmas Eve

Early Service
4:00-4:30 p.m.
4:30-5:15 p.m.

JuBELLation Handbell Prelude
Candlelight Worship with Youth Choir and String Ensemble

Later Service
6:30-7:00 p.m.
String Ensemble Prelude
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Candlelight Worship with Sanctuary Choir and String Ensemble
Sunday, December 30 ~ Sunday after Christmas Worship
One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Sunday, January 3, 2016 ~ Second Sunday after Christmas Worship
One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (no C.E.)
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