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C hristmas Pageants have been occurring in 
churches for years. They are a great way to teach the 
Christmas story to children as they take on the roles of 

the Holy family or the angels and the shepherds. But it’s also an 
important opportunity for all of us, whether old or young, to 
create a memory so that the story becomes our own.  

That’s why this year’s pageant will involve EVERYONE! Similar to 
last year, again this year the pageant will take on the flavor of 
those you may have experienced as a child. Even our adults will 
have the opportunity to be a wise guy, or an angel, or even an 
ass. Or if you’d rather, you can “boo” when Herod is announced, 
or read a poem, or say a verse (remember those verses you 
memorized for Christmas programs when you were young?) or 
simply join in the singing of the carols. The pageant will take 
place in Ryerson Fellowship Hall during the C.E. hour at 9:15 
a.m. (not during worship as in some past years). We’ll gather 
around tables for a light breakfast at 9:00 a.m. and then we’ll be 
assigned our parts and costumes. We’ll re-enact the “first 
Christmas story” with costumes, verses, carols, and plenty of 
laughter. It will be lively, but also promises to be a new and 
meaningful way of experiencing this miraculous, life-changing 
event. Join us; you don’t want to miss Emmanuel—God with us—
in each and every one of us!  

A Pageant for EVERYONE! 

December 20, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

9:15 a.m.  

in Ryerson Fellowship Hall  

Thursday, December 24, 2015 ~ Christmas Eve 

 Early Service  

 4:00-4:30 p.m. JuBELLation Handbell Prelude 
 4:30-5:15 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Youth Choir and String Ensemble 

 Later Service 
 6:30-7:00 p.m. String Ensemble Prelude 
 7:00-8:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Sanctuary Choir and String Ensemble 

Sunday, December 27 ~ Sunday after Christmas Worship 

 One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (no C.E.) 

Sunday, January 3, 2016 ~ Second Sunday after Christmas Worship 

 One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (no C.E.) 
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The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! And Joyous 
Advent, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

Our family has an artificial Christmas tree as close to real as 
you can get. Not only does the accumulated dust on it make 
me sniff, but it drops branches and needles. The needles in 
particular are aggravating. They lie in the cracks in the 
hardwood floor, they are too tiny and flexible to pick up 
easily with fingers, and they are so light they flee in front of 
a vacuum. No wonder the tree is still in the basement! 

In this month’s newsletter I want to “needle us” a bit, that 
is, share some brief seasonal thoughts that may not seem of 
much value at first blush. Yet I hope they are of sufficient 
aggravation that we will live with them for a bit. 

On television these days we will find lots of shows that 
sentimentally portray the romance of someone coming 
home for the holidays. The prodigal rediscovers the value of 
family, rekindles old romances, and finds the true meaning 
of Christmas (which is whatever the writers of the show 
decide that it is). The dramas further hook us by the threat 
of human sin that typically rears its ugly head in the 
storyline: family tensions, hometown secrets, greed. Church 
usually makes a cameo appearance, as does the story of 
Jesus’ birth. So culturally engrained are the rituals of 
Christmas that you and I often fall into the same cliché. This 
is sentimental and very human: It is normal. Yet let’s do 
what is abnormal. Let’s continue frequenting the church’s 
worship and fellowship after the first of the year, once the 
sentimental and romantic have passed.  

A year or more ago, NPR carried the story of young people 
in Minneapolis/St. Paul, the children of refugees, who were 
traveling to the Middle East to fight for ISIS. If I were sitting 
in the Twin Cities, listening to the radio, I might ask how 
such a thing could happen. I might be tempted to point 
fingers at the local mosque or imam, or at the parents, or at 

websites designed to recruit 
terrorists.  

As a thinking Christian, however, I 
might dig deeper and look at the issue differently. I might 
note how terrorists come in all sorts of shapes, sizes and 
political leanings. I might see that it is both marathons and 
Planned Parenthood clinics that are threatened. I might 
begin to appreciate how diverse looking my neighbors and 
their children are, and how I rub shoulders with them 
regularly. It might occur to me that any of their children 
might become terrorists, left unguided by a caring, non-
manipulative adult.  

Finally, I might stopping wringing my hands, and instead ask 
the most compelling of questions: How might I intervene in 
a child’s life so that he or she will not fall prey to negative 
influences and become immersed in hate?  

An absurdly easy answer is to practice hospitality. We can 
invite children and their families to church. It is 
relationships, role modeling and information that change 
people. Coincidentally, these are the gifts offered by church, 
inasmuch as the church is empowered to give them through 
our generous financial and volunteer gifts. Even if our 
invited guests don’t show up, our efforts to establish 
friendships with those disconnected from the institutional 
church can be the means for them to experience the love of 
Jesus Christ through you and me.  

So stop terrorism: Make a friend and invite that person and 
their family to church. 

With love and blessings, 

Your Pastor, Sam 

Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church, 

Deacons Bench ~ Be a Buddy! 

The Caring Ministry Team is supported by the Board of 
Deacons. One of the programs under the Caring Ministry 
Team is the Care Buddy program. The purpose of the 
Care Buddy program is to provide friendship, prayer and 
the human touch to those who are struggling with illness, 
loneliness, loss and grief. There are many among us who 
face these life struggles without any support. The gift of 
time is what they need. We do meet as a group about 
twice a year to share how we are doing.  

One of the most important aspects of this ministry is our 
pledge to confidentiality. We believe our care buddy 
relationship is sacred and protected. Someone might ask 
about another person at church, for example, and our 
response is usually, “Why don’t you give them a call? I 
know they would love to hear from you.” We are not in 

church talking about our relationships! 
We do not replace pastoral visits! But 
we do help people realize they have 
not been forgotten by their FPC 
friends. We hope you will consider 
donating your time to this program. 

We need volunteers. We can meet with you and describe the 
program in more detail and even make visits with you. One of 
the most revealing aspects of this program is the statement 
made repeatedly by our volunteers: “I get more out of it than 
they do.” The Care Buddy program can be a valuable 
component of your faith journey. If you are interested or just 
want more information, contact Jeremy Fletcher, Chairperson, 
Board of Deacons, or Maeleen Thorius, Deacon, 319-622-
3074. 
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Servanthood Ministry 

Share in the Joy of a Promise through the Christmas Joy Offering 

During Advent we remember God’s promises to us. We gather together and wait in hope 
for the coming of the promised Emmanuel, God with us. On Christmas Day we celebrate 
that the promise is kept in the birth of Jesus Christ! The Presbyterian Church (USA) 
provides the opportunity for congregations to join this celebration of God’s faithfulness by 
supporting those in need of help and hope. Thanks to your gifts, the Christmas Joy Offering 
is able to help provide financial assistance to individuals and families who have dedicated 
their lives to the church, and it also supports racial ethnic education and leadership 
development for students attending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. The 
promise made is one of hope in situations where hope can be hard to find. When we give, 
we declare that our hope is well founded, because it is God who has promised and God 

who is faithful. Thank you for your support of this vital offering. 

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The offering distributes 
gifts 50/50 to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and racial ethnic education and leadership 
development. The Assistance Program provides integral financial support to church workers and their families. 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and spiritual leadership while nurturing racial and 
ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.  

In 2014, $1.6 million was used to provide financial support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian 
church workers in their time of need; $1.4 million was used to provide education, enabling students to attend 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to develop leadership skills. Your gifts allow these 
ministries, which Presbyterians have carried out for decades, to continue. 

This year our Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 20. Your prayerful consideration to 
share the joy of promise is greatly appreciated. 

Honoring Our Past “Alternative  
Gift Market”—the Online Presbyterian  

Giving Catalog 
 

Give the gift of hope today as you plan for your Christmas giving. 
Millions around the world are facing daily struggles to access food, 
clean drinking water, and shelter. Take the first step today to help 
alleviate their burdens with gifts of wells with clean water, seeds, 
livestock, school supplies, cleaning tools or pots and pans. 

Each gift pictured in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog exemplifies the 
work prayerfully carried out by ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. These ministries work in 
collaboration with Presbyterians, congregations, mid-councils, and church partners. The purchase and 
distribution of animals, the building of wells to provide life-giving clean water to entire communities, and 
ministries to youth and young adults are among the many ways your gift is filling a need, making an impact, and 
providing hope around the globe. 

Your gift will have the biggest impact and do the most good when combined with gifts from others to address 
the greatest needs across the globe, which include the ministries represented in the catalog. 

The Presbyterian Giving Catalog can be viewed and orders placed online at http://presbyteriangifts.org 

Your selected items will make wonderful gifts for friends, family and loved ones. Upon check-out with your 
order, a card will be mailed to you for each item ordered, and a printable certificate for the gift will be sent to 
your email address. Certificates can be tucked into the cards you receive and given as gifts, symbolizing God’s 
boundless love. For orders totaling $150 or more, you are eligible to receive a beautiful fair trade artisan 
handmade ornament from Vietnam, which is a symbol of skillful craft and your generosity. Do make sure to note 
your affiliation with First Presbyterian Church when making your donation.  

Questions or comments about this year’s gift market should be directed to John Barr, Servanthood Ministry / 
Mission Committee, at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213. 

http://presbyteriangifts.org
mailto:BarrJohnO@sau.edu
https://presbyteriangifts.org/gift/OG10014/
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Servanthood Ministry 

Did you know that FPC has a representative on the Board of Directors of 
Ecumenical Towers Corporation? The board oversees the management of the 
Ecumenical Towers building. The apartments for 81 low-income seniors are located 
at 320 E Washington St. The board sponsors four events throughout the year for the 
residents. The fall dinner is one of the events and was on December 3. The residents 
look forward to the dinner that has been catered by Mrs. Ila Miller of Kalona for 
several years. While the residents were getting seated and eating their meals, Pastor 
John McKinstry and two First Christian Church members provided musical entertainment. At another event 
during the week of Christmas, the board distributes “Santa Sacks,” which include a sack with fresh fruit, candy, 
and envelopes of cocoa and microwave popcorn, to each resident. The last two annual events are a soup 
supper in March and an ice cream social in July. The windows on the south side of the building were replaced 
this fall. It is anticipated that the windows on the north side will be replaced next year. If you have not had a 
chance to visit this wonderful home for low-income seniors, stop by sometime. It truly is a great place to call 
home. Bonnie Bender, FPC Representative 

A note about Ecumenical Towers Corporation 

CROP Walk 2015 Summary and  
Gearing up for CROP Walk 2016 

CROP Walk 2015 for Johnson County took place last March 31. Your FPC CROP Walk team enjoyed the 
challenge, fellowship, and surprisingly pleasant weather of CROP Walk 2015 as we completed the 5K (three-
mile) course. Twenty-five strong, we walked as a symbol of those in our community and in our world who 
must walk daily, rain or shine, to meet their basic needs for food, water, and/or shelter. As you can see from 
our CROP team photo, our team had representatives from all age groups, with lots of children, families, and 
the more seasoned. This year First Presbyterian raised $1877.06. 

It is always important to remember that twenty-five percent of all funds raised through Johnson County CROP 
Walk stay right here, going to the Johnson County Crisis Center, with the remainder supporting Church World 
Service and other designated relief organizations. 

It is already time to start thinking about CROP Walk 2016, which will be held on Sunday, March 20, 2016. After 
10 years as Team FPC CROP coordinator, Sue Farran will be stepping down and passing the leadership torch. If 
you are interested in this calling, please contact John Barr at barrjohno@sau.edu.  

Thank you for your support. We walk because they walk. 

mailto:barrjohno@sau.edu
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December 15-31 
12/15 Greg Smith 
12/15 Jeri Smith 
12/16 Seth Hiatt 
12/17 Roxanne Boysen 
12/17 Gary Burnett 
12/17 Jack Newman 
12/18 Ellie Duff 
12/18 Dennis Pedde 
12/18 Virginia Pugh 
12/19 Deb Boland 
12/20 Ryan Brentner 
12/20 Tammy Foster 
12/21 Zach Greimann 
12/21 Chen Huang 
12/21 Helen Sheets 

12/22 Cory Morris 
12/23 Sarah Parker 
12/23 Laura Thedens 
12/24 Erick Fletcher 
12/24 Nathaniel Gier 
12/24 Joe Graves 
12/27 Lance Eckland 
12/27 Tim Fehr 
12/27 Margaret Hibbs 
12/27 Twyla McConnell 
12/28 Sarah Klemuk 
12/29 Sadie May 
12/29 Devin Raffensperger 
12/29 Hongwook Suh 
12/30 Syphoriana Mahinga 

January 1-15 
1/1 Evelyn Frey 
1/3 Mike Raffensperger 
1/4 Margaret Bruner 
1/4 Curtis Steyers 
1/6 Reg Cooper 
1/7 Ann Burton 
1/7 Jack Perkins 
1/7 John Ruyle 
1/8 Shirley McFarland 
1/9 Adam Bradley 

1/10 Brian Kleis 
1/10 Mary Palmberg 
1/11 Ruby Sales 
1/12 Liz Bolin 
1/13 Linda Couch 
1/13 George Minot 
1/13 Paul Seebohm 
1/14 Wanda Martin 
1/14 Ben Nicholson 
1/15 Richard Gier 

Daissy Owen, Kimberly Powers,  
Ann Feddersen, Ronald Schnack and 
Virginia Hall. 

REALM Strategic Planning Update 

Working groups made up of elders and deacons, along with additional volunteers, are continuing to work 
on reviewing our current ministries and missions. They are also considering possible new initiatives in light 
of congregational and community need, impact and affordability. Their efforts are focused by the Mission 
statement, Vision statement, Values and Goals printed in last month’s newsletter. As you might imagine, 
this effort is taking a great deal of time and energy. We thank God for the volunteers and staff who are 
serving you in this venture. The congregation will be invited to give their input in January, with date, time 
and place to be announced by letter once the date is determined. We hope you will attend. Questions? 
Please contact Carol Ulch at carolu@southslope.net or 319 530 1599. We are grateful for your prayers and 
encouraging words. 

The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of 

church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline 

for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th 

of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be 

submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

Joel Fanuel Kasiriba was 
born November 17 to Meli 
Tulizo and Moses Kasiriba. 
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Worship & Celebration Ministry 

~ by Darlene Bergman 
 

Director of Music and Liturgical Arts 

 

The Second Coming—Advent Hope 

T 
oday we celebrated the first Sunday of Advent, 
the Sunday of hope. All of us know dreams and 
desires—hopes we have, for ourselves, for our 

families, for friends, for our world. There are many 
things we wish for and “hope” will be true. As I write 
this we have in recent weeks learned of: a Russian 
plane destroyed by terrorists, coordinated attacks in 6 
Paris locations, a bombing in a US clinic. Many of us 
also remember that the Newtown massacre took place 
during the Advent season. These sad commentaries on 
a broken world are a raw reminder of what the season 
of Advent wants to tell us: that the baby in the manger 
may mean that “God is with us,” but that God’s 
presence does not yet quiet the cry of wailing Rachel 
(Matt. 2:16-18). Each year the Advent cycle offers us a 
deeper understanding, a higher expectation of “God 
with us.” As our world seems to turn further and 
further from Christ’s teachings of love, justice and 
mercy, I struggle to find a sense of hope, to find that 
light of a “God with us” to do more than dimly flicker in 
a dark culture.  

Jesus’ entrance into Bethlehem itself so long ago 
seems a meager response to the Newtowns of our 
world. It is only a response if understood as part of a 
larger story, as the inauguration of “the restoration of 
all things” (Acts 3:21). It is only a response if we believe 
the tri-fold meaning of Advent, that Jesus came not 
once, but continues to come to us, is present with us 
now through the power of the Holy Spirit, and will 
return to realize the reign of God in its fullness 
sometime in the future. 

In the church of my youth, we did not celebrate the 
season of Advent, and I certainly never learned of the 
Advent trilogy, especially the anticipation part of 
Christ’s coming into our world here and now. But my 
church of origin spent plenty of time looking toward 
the “second Advent” or the “second coming of Christ.” 

Preachers, evangelists and parishioners speculated on 
that “second coming,” trying to figure out the signs of 
the times, to see if current events might signal that 
Christ’s return to earth was imminent. The reasoning 
as I understood it for waiting for this important event 
was for God to rescue us from our travail. These are 
certainly days when we despair for a world in need of 
sanity, reason, a healing balm for the human condition. 
We certainly long for a “Messiah” who might reign in 
righteousness and bring peace to a hurting world. And 
indeed world events have for millennia pointed toward 
Christ’s return. There is certainly consistent and 
continual hope for Christ’s glory to be revealed and for 
our salvation to be complete.  

We do know that Christ will come and no one knows 
the day or the hour. We are to be watchful, waiting, 
hopeful, ready—at any time—for Christ to return. 
Christ’s “advent” means hope for us, every day, today. 
We anticipate his coming, all the while knowing that he 
is “God with us” here and now, even in our darkest 
days. No matter how apparently hopeless our situation 
might be, our hope is in Jesus Christ who is with us, 
and through whose power we live and move and have 
our being. 

Jesus Christ is the hope of the world. All our efforts to 
establish justice, work for peace, and provide for the 
needs of others find their ultimate fulfillment in Christ. 
All our efforts point beyond themselves, to Christ. As 
the Confession of 1967 puts it, “In the power of the 
risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church 
sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in 
society and of God’s victory over all wrong.” 

This Advent, we can “Rejoice in hope” (Romans 12:12) 
and do our part to further God’s realm on earth. 
So “Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all people.” 

 

FPC Book Club wishes you a  

very Merry Christmas 

The group will not meet in December.  

We will see you in January!  

 

For more information, contact Jan Walker at 358-6737 
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December/January Singing Schedules 
 

Sanctuary Choir (adults) 
 Rehearsal on Wednesday December 16 at 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 Rehearsal on Saturday, December 19 at 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
 Worship leadership on Sunday, December 20, 10:30 a.m. (9:30 a.m. rehearsal) 
 NO rehearsal on Wednesday, December 23 
 Christmas Eve Worship, 7:00 p.m. (6:00 p.m. rehearsal) 
 NO Worship leadership on Sunday, December 27 or January 3 
 NO rehearsal on Wednesday, December 30 
 Rehearsals resume on Wednesday, January 6 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Youth Choir (grades 7–12) 
 Rehearsal on Thursday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m.  
 Oaknoll service on Sunday, December 20, 6:30 p.m. (5:00 p.m. rehearsal)  
 Christmas Eve Worship on Thursday, December 24, 4:30 p.m. (3:30 p.m. rehearsal) 
 Rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 7 at 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Junior Choir (grades 2-6) 
 Rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 7 at 6:45 — 7:30 p.m. 

Carol Choir (grades Pre-1st) 
 Rehearsals resume on Sunday, January 10 – at 9:15 a.m. 

Instrumental Ensembles Rehearsal Schedule 
JuBELLation Handbell Choir  
 December 24 Final Rehearsal of 2015 
 January 31 Resume rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. 

FPC Brass Ensemble   
 January 17 Resume rehearsals (following  

10:30 a.m. worship) 

Woodwind Ensemble   
 January 18 Resume rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. 

Worship & Celebration Ministry 

O n Sunday, December 20, our Youth Choir and 
alumni of the choir will lead worship at 

Oaknoll Retirement Center. The service, which 
consists of readings, anthems and carols, is an 
annual event and one that both the youth and 
Oaknoll residents look forward to each year. This 
will mark the 16th year that our Youth have led this 
service. In fact it’s such a well-loved tradition that 
our choir alumni have made it a priority to come 
back and join the choir for the past several years. 

The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for 
rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving in 
time for the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go 
to Jim Cochrane’s house for a Christmas party and 
plan to arrive back at the church by 9 p.m., where 
parents can pick up members of the choir. The 
congregation is always welcome to come and 
worship at the Oaknoll Youth-led Service. 

Youth Choir and Alumni  
to sing at Oaknoll 

FPC Welcomes Organist  
Melissa Moll 

We welcome Melissa Moll to 
our Music Ministry staff 
beginning December 15, 2015. 
Melissa has an impressive 
resumé as a church musician; 
she holds a DMA in Organ 
Performance from UI and has 
served in churches in NE, WI, 
CT, KS, and Iowa City as both 
Organist and Director of Music. 
After many years of church 
work, Melissa returned to school and obtained a library 
science degree from UW-Madison. Currently Melissa 
works as a Music Cataloging Librarian at UI. We are 
happy to welcome her to our staff and look forward to 
many years of faithful worship leadership from this 
gifted and dedicated musician.  
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Sanctuary Choir sings 

Benjamin Britten’s  

“A Ceremony of Carols” 

Sunday, Dec. 20 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Benjamin Britten (1913–1976) is one 
of the leading British composers of the 20th century. An outstanding pianist and conductor, Britten began composing 
at age 12. He studied at the Royal College of Music in London. While working as a composer for radio, theater, and 
cinema, he became a close friend of W. H. Auden. The Ceremony of Carols was inspired by Britten’s discovery of The 
English Galaxy of Shorter Poems and was apparently composed in part while returning to Britain from the United 
States. The carols are largely the product of 15th- and 16th-century writers, most of whom are anonymous. They 
retain their unique flavor by Britten’s extensive use of old English language in the style of Geoffrey Chaucer’s 
“Canterbury Tales.” The work was first performed by a boys choir and conducted by Britten in London in December 
1943. The immense popularity of A Ceremony of Carols led later to the SATB arrangement that our Sanctuary Choir 
will sing at our 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, December 20.  

Perhaps the most enchanting and haunting feature of Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols is its simplicity. What 
could be more sublimely austere than medieval carols in middle English, accompanied by the plucked strains of a lone 
harp? The picture and the sound evoke the hopeful, watchful sense of the days leading up to Christmas, which makes 
it uniquely suited for the Advent season. A Ceremony of Carols has become one of the “chestnuts” of choral literature 
and has known enduring popularity.  

You will not want to miss this stunning piece presented by our Sanctuary Choir, soloists, and guest harpist Gretchen 
Brumwell. 

New Members November 15, 2015 

Nancy and Tony Warren Mary Ann Spilger 

Ruth and Lee Van Voorhis 
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Who is that sitting in the pew next to you? 

Jan and Al Wicks 
Written by Nancy Ross 

Al Wicks has occupied an FPC pew all his life … baptized in infancy and 
confirmed in 8th grade. After their marriage in 1962, Jan, a staunch Lutheran, 
joined and has become a staunch Presbyterian.  

Jan was raised in Sheldon, Iowa, graduated from high school in Sioux City, then 
entered nursing training in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. A mutual friend 
introduced Jan and Al as “pen pals,” a relationship that continued for about a 
year before she moved to Iowa City to finish nurse’s training. The first year of 
marriage was spent living in COLD, DRAFTY Quonset Park (student housing) 
while Al finished his degree at the University and Jan worked as a nurse. Al 
held several different positions with local, state, and federal government 
which found them living in several cities in the Midwest. Eventually he took a 
job as a Juvenile Court Officer in Johnson and Iowa Counties, a job he held 
until his retirement. They raised three boys – Mark, Craig, and Brian – here in 
Iowa City. Jan was an in-home daycare provider until their youngest went to 
school, when she began working nights as a nurse at University Hospitals. 
Though she worked in several different departments, the newborn nursery 
was her favorite. This schedule permitted one of them to always be home with 
their own children, never needing outside child care. 

The boys, now adults, have chosen to live in Iowa, which allows Jan and Al opportunities to interact with their four 
grandchildren, ages 13 to 26, as they have grown. The family maintains a close relationship with one another. Al 
says they consider it a privilege “that the kids still like us and still like each other.” 

A common passion for Jan and Al has been The Educational Foundation – a high school exchange year program. 
During the 28 years they volunteered with the program, they hosted 23 students from a dozen countries and 
worked as program coordinators, placing hundreds of students with families around the area. These student 
relationships often continued. Jan says, “We are the American grandparents of MANY children.” This work has also 
led to a favorite activity — international travel. Some other Wicks favorites are playing Bridge, following Hawkeye 
sports, water aerobics, and attending events their grandchildren are involved in.   

Church leadership has been an important part of the Wicks’ lives as they worked as Sunday School teachers and as 
Elders (Jan was Clerk at one time). Al has been a Deacon, and Jan is currently a member of the Endowment 
Committee and Eve Circle. As their children grew, they, too, regularly participated in Sunday School and Youth 
activities. 

Two maxims they have kept in front of themselves and their family… 
  “No page in the Book of Life says life is always fair.” 
  “If you can’t say something positive – don’t say it!” 
                       Good advice for any of us! 

Eat Out Group  

will not meet in December 

Merry Christmas 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 

Is a small group who come together to share each others’ company while 
we knit and crochet. If you would like to join us, we would love to have 
you; we meet at Legacy Ridge from 9:00-11:00 on Saturday mornings.  

All are welcome! Please join us. 
Holiday Schedule — No gatherings on:  
December 19 & 26 — Merry Christmas 

January 2 — Happy New Year 
We will resume weekly gatherings on January 9, 2016 

For more info, contact Carol Macon at 351-3847. 
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Equipping Ministry 

Sunday, December 20: Christmas Party Following the Oaknoll Service! 

Join FPC middle schoolers, high schoolers and college students as we join together for the annual Christmas 
service at Oaknoll Retirement Center, followed by dinner and a Christmas party at Jim 
Cochrane’s House! We’ll meet at the church at 5 p.m. for rehearsal, carpool to Oaknoll arriving 
in time for the 6:30 service, and then over to Jim’s house (766 Arch Rock Road) for dinner, a 
Christmas party and White Elephant Gift Exchange. Plan to arrive back at church by 9 p.m., 
where parents can pick up members of the choir. We hope to see you there! 

 

Friday, January 8: Senior High Lock-In! 

If you’re an FPC high schooler, be sure to sign up for the Lock-In on January 
8! From 7 p.m. on Friday until 9 a.m. on Saturday we’ll play games, watch movies, eat 
snacks and hang out together, all within the church! It’s a chance to build strong 
relationships, learn some new (and really cool) games, and see the church in a completely 
new light; you won’t want to miss it, and we hope to see you there! If you have any 
questions, please contact Jim Cochrane at jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Third Thursdays: Church Family and 
Friends Night 

Join people of all ages for fun, fellowship, and learning at 
FPC. Activities provided for children, youth, and adults, 
5:30–7:30. Childcare available for infants and preschoolers. 
Potluck dinner at 6:15. RSVP not required but helpful to 
Judy at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org. 

January 21 — Birthday Bash! Bring your favorite birthday 
dish to share and celebrate all of our 2016 birthdays. 
Birthday cake will be provided.  

Community Confirmation for 7th and 8th graders! 

Come learn about Christian faith. 
No pressure to join! Invite your friends! 

Sundays, January 10—March 6, 9:15—10:15 a.m. in the ROCK room. 

Led by Anita Burnett using the PC(USA) curriculum Professing 
our Faith, this 9-week course is designed to help youth 
explore their faith. For those interested in joining the church, 
they will be received into membership on Saturday, March 26 
at the Easter Vigil Service. To register, contact Judy Whitford 
at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org or 351-2660. 

Equipping 

Ministry needs 

66 3-oz Jell-O 

boxes by 

January 15 to 

make learning materials for 

books of the Bible. A box is 

labelled in Ryerson Fellowship 

Hall to receive your donations. 
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Equipping Ministry 

Starting Sunday, January 10 
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 
Join us anytime between  
8:45 – 10:15 am for a light continental 
breakfast with activities for children, 
youth and adults. 

 

9:15—10:15 am  
Early childhood (Pre K–K) faith development will continue in the 
Creation Station.  

Community Confirmation class will be held in the ROCK room for 
7th–8th graders. 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery for children under 5. 

COVENANT is an in-depth Bible study in which people  
read and discuss the Bible together, learn how to  

love God – and each other – better.  

Covenant represents a relationship; a living, breathing conversation. 

We invite you to join us on Sunday, January 10 at 9:15 a.m. in Coover 
Lounge to learn more about this Bible study, ask questions and see the 
curriculum.  

Classes will meet on Monday nights, led by Judy Whitford, starting 
January 18. Time will be determined based on feedback from interest 
group. 

Questions can be directed to Judy Whitford or Tammy Schroeder. 

Merry Christmas 
from the Wednesday Bible 

Study Group! 

Please note that we will NOT meet on 
the following Wednesdays:  
December 23, December 30 and 
January 6. 

We resume meeting on January 13. 
Join us in Coover Lounge, 9:30—10:30 
am. Sadie May and Pastor Sam 
facilitate this conversation. All are 
welcome. 

New Member Class 

Begins January 24, 9:15 – 10:00, in Room 14 on the lower level.  
 

Pastor Sam will be leading an 8-week class on interpreting church 
membership as part of our journey of faith. Those wishing to join the 
church will be received Saturday, March 26. 

Contact Sam (sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org) or Tammy 
Schroeder (tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org), if you have 
questions or would like to sign up. 

Please RSVP by January 18, so classroom materials can be prepared. 
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November 2015 Session Highlights 

-by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The session met October 20, in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m. 
Pastor Sam called the meeting to order 
and lit the Christ candle. Elder Amy 
Fletcher read a selection about “God 
blesses hard work” and led us in 
prayer. We welcomed the following 
officers-elect: elders Nancy Gardner, 
Judy Whitford, Andreas Soemadi, Ed 
Cranston; deacons Tom Martin, Cory 
Morris, and Mary Helen Kennerly. Sue 
Dallam circulated a sign-up sheet to 
assist with the 8 a.m. worship service. 

A letter from Carol Macon was noted 
in which she reiterated the problem of 
transporting members who live at 
Legacy to FPC Sunday services. This has 
been brought to the attention of the 
Deacons.  

The following were noted: birth of Joel 
Fanuel Kasirabi, son of Moses Kasiriba 
and Meli Tulizo, born November 17, 
2015; Calvin Coker Martin, born April 
16, 2015, to parents Kayla and Travis 
Martin, was baptized November 8, 
2015 by Pastor Sam; and Alyssa Foster, 
daughter of Jeff and Tammy Foster, 
and Josh Amelon were married June 
13, 2015, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Riverside, IA. 

Session approved the request to 
transfer membership by Julie Dahlberg, 
to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Des Moines, IA.  

The financial report, prepared by Larry 
Bruner, was received.  

A report from Stewardship campaign 
stated that we are short several 
pledges and hope to receive them 
soon.  

Session approved the minutes of the 
October 20, 2015 stated Session 
meeting, November 8, 2015 
congregational meeting, and 
November 15, 2015 called Session 
meeting. 

The schedule for Communion dates in 
2016 was approved, as was a request 
to hold one service only, at 10:30 a.m., 
on December 27, 2015 and January 3, 
2016. 

A special session meeting was 
approved to welcome to FPC 
membership Lee and Ruth Van 
Voorhis, on Sunday, Nov 22, 2015, 
11:45 a.m. at Legacy. Elders Connie 
Richardson and Amy Fletcher 
accompanied Pastor Sam and clerk 
Nancy Weber. 

Becky Ross, a member of the Justice 
ministry, spoke briefly about the 
“Fossil Fuel Divestment Overture 
Recommendation,” which they would 
like to see brought before the 2016 PC
(USA) General Assembly. A number of 
other organizations, including Stanford 
University, the California public 
universities, United Church of Christ, 
and the Episcopal Church, have begun 
to divest their fossil fuel funds. 
Discussion ensued about where FPC 
endowment funds are being invested. 
It was reiterated that the overture is to 
PC(USA), not FPC. As Becky said, this is 
making a statement; it is a beginning. It 
was approved to send the overture to 
Presbytery, with Session endorsing this 
overture. One “no” vote was cast.  

A motion from Endowment to hire a 
part time administrator for 5 to 10 
hours per month with funds coming 
from the endowment, was addressed 
and discussed. A motion to call on 
Elder Connie Richardson and the 
Support Ministry to create a position 
description for a part-time Endowment 
administrator and to report back to the 
Session in December was approved.  

Reporting on REALM strategic 
planning, Elder Carol Ulch brought up 
the calendar changes. The REALM 
Strategic Task Force and Support 
ministry need to put their heads 
together before the December Session 
meeting in order to plan the budget in 
light of the anticipated outcomes of 
the planning process. 

A Servanthood motion allowing 
Friends of Pasrur, via Servanthood 
Ministry, to solicit funding support in 
what remains of 2015 from the FPC 
community for unexpected loss of 
donor PEB administrative funding to 
help close out 2015 expenses was 

approved. 

A Worship and Celebration motion to 
begin an experiment to record our 
10:30 a.m. services for later access by 
FPC members who cannot attend our 
services in person, as well as for 
outreach to the larger community, was 
approved. The idea is to record 
scripture readings, some music, and 
the sermon. Richard Van Rheeden and 
Rebecca Blair donated a small video 
camera for the recording. This is 
experimental at this point. We will 
check to see how many “views” we get 
for this.  

The following officers-elect were 
examined: elders Nancy Gardner, Judy 
Whitford, Andreas Soemadi and Ed 
Cranston; deacons Tom Martin, Cory 
Morris, and Mary Helen Kennerly. A 
motion was made to approve them for 
installation on January 10, 2016. One 
“No” vote was cast, concern being 
elder-elect Judy Whitford being on 
Session while also on staff, if only 
temporarily. A motion to create a 
commission for examining deacon-
elect Aziza Bigaba was approved and 
will report back to Session at the 
December stated meeting. Two 
volunteers, elder Ann Grosscup and 
elder Judy Terry, along with clerk 
Nancy Weber, will serve on the 
commission.  

Elder Dan Thedens, moderator of 
Administration and Personnel, 
reported on the process of hiring a 
new organist. We have one candidate. 
She was to play for choir rehearsal and 
on Sunday, November 22, 2015, 10:30 
a.m. service. A motion to authorize 
A&P to present an offer of a 1/4-time 
position of Organist to the candidate 
pending the recommendation of the 
Organist Search Committee was 
approved. 

Elder Thedens also spoke about 
possible new staff positions in light of 
retirement, budget constraints, and 
future programming needs arising 
from the planning process. A motion 
was approved postponing this 

(Session Highlight cont. on page 13) 
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Presbyterian Women at FPC 

The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team meets the first Thursday of every 
month to discuss matters pertaining to First Presbyterian Church’s women’s 
organization. One of the matters we’ve dealt with recently is the organization’s 
budget for 2016. PW funds come from three primary sources — members’ pledges, 
the annual cookie walk and bazaar and the spring book and bake sale. These funds 
are used to support various mission projects as well as scholarships for FPC members 
to attend Camp Wyoming and the fall women’s retreat, Laughter and Latte. The 
mission projects include the international mission project selected each year by the 
Presbytery of Eastern Iowa, but the emphasis is on local missions, including Iowa 
City’s Free Lunch Program, Kids Against Hunger, our Lucas Elementary Operation 

Backpack Program, Four Oaks, Habitat for Humanity, Systems Unlimited, Camp Wyoming and Home Ties Child 
Care Center.  

Over 93 per cent of our funds this year went to mission projects and scholarships. Please continue to support 
the cookie walk and bazaar and the book and bake sale so that we can keep supporting these causes. Pledges 
are gratefully accepted in any amount, and FPC women have been generous this year. 

What Is Kids Against Hunger? 

Kids Against Hunger is a non-profit 
organization that provides meals to all parts 
of the world. The meals offer complete 
nutrition – something that can’t be said 
about many typical food relief sources such 
as rice or beans alone. These meals have 

been formulated by food scientists to provide a rich source of easily digestible protein, carbohydrates, and 
vitamins needed by a malnourished child’s body and mind. The food also accommodates a broad diversity of 
ethnic tastes and religious differences around the world. The beauty of the food formulation is its simplicity… 
requires only boiling with water to prepare. Each bag packed will feed six when mixed with boiling water. The 
bags are specifically made from moisture-proof and odor-proof material to 
prevent spoilage and insect or rodent problems. The food bags are also three-ply 
for strength and a shelf life of at least three years. 
First Presbyterian Church has supported Kids Against Hunger for several years. 
Money we raised from the Cookie Walk will help to fund the upcoming packing 
event … Saturday, January 23, 1916.  

Be a part of this very special opportunity to… 
 … enjoy fun and fellowship with church family 
 … do something worthwhile  
 … help feed hungry people. 

Upcoming Events 

 Eve Circle – January 5, 7: p.m. 
 Martha Circle – March 16, 9:30 a.m. 
 Book and Bake Sale – April 8 – 9 
 Spring Brunch – April 30 
 Synod Gathering of Presbyterian Women – June 15 – 18 

discussion until a later meeting.  

Elder Vern Dengler distributed a Building & Grounds 
information sheet from AAA Mechanical Contractors 
concerning a Preventative Maintenance program for FPC. 
B&G is exploring this option. A snow removal contract has 
already been renewed. 

A report from the Presbytery meeting held on November 
14, 2015 was given by elder Richard Van Rheeden. The 
Presbytery budget was passed and staff received raises. 

(Session Highlights cont. from page 12) The Presbytery offering collected was intended to be 
used to buy a mule and some chickens for a South 
American farmer. A new Networking Coordinator and 
office administrator have been hired.  

A motion adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns, 
followed by prayer, was approved. Pastor Sam closed 
the meeting with prayer. 

The next Session meeting will be held December 15, at 
7 p.m., in Coover Lounge. 
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Any time that the Iowa City Community School District delays or cancels school and events due to weather, the 
church office will also be closed and any scheduled activities cancelled. When possible, we will advise you of 
cancellations by email and/or by changing the church’s outgoing voice mail message. In addition, cancellations 
of church activities will be posted on our website www.firstpresiowacity.org, and will be posted on KCRG-TV and 
KCRG.com. 

Be prepared — don’t miss these year-end tax deadlines 

Timing your gifts in December is important so that you don’t miss any IRS deadlines for 
counting the gift as a deduction this year. Here are some pointers. 

For Checks, the postmark date is the date of the gift. 

For Credit cards, the day the charge shows on your account is considered the gift date. 

For Securities, the dates differ depending on whether you mail certificates or make a wire 
transfer. When securities are electronically transferred, the gift date is typically the day the 
securities enter the organization’s account. If securities are mailed, the mailing date 
(postmark) is the gift date. If mailed, be sure to send, by registered or certified mail, the 
unsigned certificates in a separate envelope from the signed stock power and letter of intent. 
You can also deliver checks or certificates in person. Be sure to obtain a DATED receipt. 

If you have questions about gifts to FPC, you may contact Financial Secretary Saira Steen at 
319-351-2660, Monday and Wednesday, or Church Treasurer Larry Bruner by email or 
phone. 

MONEY 

MATTERS 
Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

1st Quarter $137,627.13 $39,242.66 $176,869.79  $161,323.84 $15,545.95 

2nd Quarter $138,063.94 $533.53 $138,597.47  $145,072.30 -$6,474.83 

3rd Quarter $112,620.86 $409.31 $113,030.17  $134,781.83 -$21,751.66 

October $63,193.06 $202.95 $63,396.01  $40,352.61 $23,043.40 

November $44,171.85 $53.96 $44,225.81  $42,998.43 $1,227.38 

2015 Totals $495,676.84 $40,442.41 $536,119.25 
 

$524,529.01 $11,590.24 

http://www.firstpresiowacity.org
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This 
 is the second installment of a monthly column designed 
to bring you viewpoints from congregation members or 

other sources for the purpose of helping all of us understand various 
societal topics of interest. This monthly column is brought to you by 
the Justice Committee. We are actively seeking authors! If you have a 
viewpoint to share, contact us! (Lara Marsh at 
marshlara5@gmail.com) 
The goals of this monthly column are three-fold: 

1. Education 
2. Encouragement of understanding and respecting the other’s viewpoint 
3. Impetus to take action if you feel called to do so 

This month’s question: Do you think Black Lives Matter campaign is important? 

YES 
“In the same way that Occupy Wall Street forever elevated 
the concept of income inequality, [Black Lives Matter has] 
elevated the idea of inequity in policing as it relates to 
minority communities.” — Charles M. Blow, The New York 
Times 

“When we say Black Lives Matter, we are broadening the 
conversation around state violence to include all of the 
ways in which Black people are intentionally left powerless 
at the hands of the state. We are talking about the ways in 
which Black lives are deprived of our basic human rights 
and dignity.” — blacklivesmatter.com 

“[In response to black-on-black violence] Yes, there’s 
violence in black communities in low-income urban black 
enclaves.… But this is a consequence of the structural 
racism that has played out over history … that confines 
people to racially segregated neighborhoods; that denies 
people an opportunity to develop their talents and to live 
decently with legitimate jobs.... This is about an abuse of 
power. And the lack of accountability for agents of the 
state who abuse power in this way creates a circumstance 
in which people are basically terrorized. They may fear 
victimization by their neighbor… But victimization by the 
people whose salaries you pay with your tax money and 
who are supposedly there to serve and protect you … is 
quite another thing altogether… and it’s appropriate to 
prioritize the response to these things in the way that 
Black Lives Matter has done.” — Glenn Loury, economist 

“If the municipal authorities are known to destroy the lives 
of poor people over minor traffic infractions or to use 
excessive force so often that they pay out millions in 
lawsuits—if they abuse and lose the trust of a community 
over many years—a case can be made that effective, 
visible reforms are a prerequisite to a relationship 
between police and residents that is conducive to stopping 
a murder epidemic.” — Conor Friedersdorf, The Atlantic 

NO 
“America’s criminal-justice problems are deep and 
systemic, and there is indeed troubling evidence of racism. 
But it is inaccurate to present these problems as the result 
of an organized conspiracy by all white people to hold 
down blacks.” — D. K., The Economist 

“A driving force behind Black Lives Matter is the concept 
that racism is institutionalized. … Should we consider other 
causes, too, like the welfare state that has existed hand-in-
hand with the decline of the African-American community? 
… I’ll defer to Thomas Sowell, who once said of the War on 
Poverty’s devastating effect, “the black family, which had 
survived centuries of slavery and discrimination, began 
rapidly disintegrating in the liberal welfare state that 
subsidized unwed pregnancy and changed welfare from an 
emergency rescue to a way of life.” — Mary Ramirez, 
theblaze.com 

“This high indignation about one white cop doing a terrible 
thing looks incongruous given that in these same 
communities, hundreds of black men are killing each other 
every summer … [For Black Lives Matter] to be a 
movement that resonates historically, it has to add a new 
wing where it firmly says and stands behind the idea that 
black lives matter when black people take them too.” — 
John McWhorter, linguistics scholar 

“’Black Lives Matter is a good campaign,’ Mr. Clark told the 
Guardian newspaper in April. ‘But as an African-American, I 
think that black lives have to matter first in the black 
community.’” — Jason L. Riley, The Wall Street Journal 

“’You can’t judge an entire movement off the actions of a 
few extremists,’ [Smith said in response to a black man 
shooting a white reporter and her cameraman]. I 
countered with, ‘Isn’t that what [Black Lives Matter] is 
doing with the police? Judging an entire profession off the 
actions of a few members?’” Bryan Stascavage, Wesleyan 
Argus  

 

Inspired to submit your own viewpoint? Contact Lara Marsh at marshlara5@gmail.com or Perry Ross at 
perry@aol.com. Articles must be 200 words or less. Next month’s topic:  
 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  
Syrian refugees should be allowed to enter the United States. 

mailto:marshlara5@gmail.com
mailto:marshlara5@gmail.com
mailto:perry@aol.com
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Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
The office will be closed Christmas Day through  
New Years Day. We’ll see you on January 4, 2016 

Ph 319-351-2660  www.firstpresiowacity.org  

“God was in Christ reconciling the world  
unto himself” 2 Corinthians 5:19 

Your staff and partners in ministry wish you a  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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