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Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday, March 20 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Thursday, April 24 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Great Easter Vigil  
 

Saturday, March 26 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

Sunday, March 27 

8 and 10:30 a.m. 

Wrapping Up Our 175th Yearlong Celebration 

The 175th planning team would like to once again thank you for 
your support of all the events throughout our anniversary year. 
We would also like to report that thanks to your generous 
donations for coffee mugs, ornaments and historical booklets 
we raised close to $2000. Those monies have been divided and 
directed toward two mission 
projects: Friends of Pasrur and 
Operation Backpack. 

Also, you may not be aware that 
thanks to Dwight Miller, the Iowa 
City Public Library has recently 
digitized nearly 150 documents 
celebrating First Presbyterian 
Church’s 175 years in Iowa City. By 
adding these documents to the 
library collection, the public now has access to historical record 
that previously very few people knew existed or were able to 
see and enjoy. We are grateful to Dwight for the many, many 
hours he has volunteered over the years as church archivist, for 
keeping our historical record up to date, and now promoting 
and preserving these documents in a digital public format.   
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

I begin this year-end report with thanksgiving to God for 
the service rendered by our four staff people officially 
“retiring” in 2016. Darlene Bergman is retiring after 15 
years as director of music. She has been, in my ministry 
so far, the best Director of Music (and liturgical arts) 
with whom I have ever worked. She combines her 
musical gifts with a rich appreciation for diversity of 
worship expression. She is creative in her planning of 
liturgy. She has an amazing can-do attitude, a deep 
faith, and a caring, pastoral spirit. She is my friend. We 
hope that she will be available to administer a new 
children’s music mission being developed right now. 
Ednamae Fisher joyfully volunteered her organist and 
handbell choir gifts, likewise possessing a can-do spirit. 
While helping us, Ednamae battled cancer and kept her 
good humor — with a “darn the torpedoes” attitude — 
intact. Ednamae’s and Ken’s eventual move to Black 
Mountain, NC will be wonderful for them, although we 
will sorely miss them. George Minot had stepped away 
already from leading our education program, and is 
now also stepping away from his employment as a 
valued instructor who opened the Word of God to us. 
George will remain in our orbit, thank God! Jim 
Cochrane entered employment with us during a 
challenging time, and we appreciate his faithful service 
in both CE and youth work. We are excited about his 
new adventure in graduate school. I mention these four 
now so you will be intentional in your thanksgiving to 
them and to God for them.  

While we celebrate the ministries of those leaving our 
regular employment, we also give thanks for all those 
staff persons and volunteers who keep FPC running: 
worshiping, equipping, caring, mission-driven, and 
productive in God’s service. 

This past year was one of coming to terms with realities 
that challenge us to be open to new opportunities. The 
mainline church as a whole is departing its captivity to 

cultural 
definitions of 
success: We 
are entering 
the 
wilderness. 
Our own 
denomination lost 25% of its members in the past two 
years. Non-affiliated/non-attending people are the 
fastest growing religious group in our country. We are 
watching our own aging members depart us. 
Financially, it feels like we are headed into a recession, 
an economic condition that exacerbates the loss of our 
beloved joining the church triumphant. Churches that 
do not see, or seeing do not respond to, changing times 
will go gentle into that good night. Congregations that 
strive to be loving communities, experimenting, 
reaching out into their neighborhoods and world, have 
a chance to continue in vital ministry led by the Risen 
Christ.  

Through our REALM strategic planning process, we are 
making our bid to be such a congregation. Our officers 
are wonderfully committed to making our congregation 
the best it can be, now and in the future. We recognize 
that it will take the volunteer efforts and financial 
resources of all of us to make the transformation. We 
realize that resistance by some is normal because the 
Promised Land still lies beyond our sight. Yet, if anyone 
has a shot at success, we do. We are blessed with a 
wonderful congregation. Let us pray that God will give 
us the energy and strength to follow the Lord to the 
places he will take us. God’s future for us is for good 
and not for evil.  

I praise God for all of you! Love and blessings,  
your pastor, Sam 

Addendum to February 14, 2015 Congregational Meeting Report 

The proposed 2016 portion of the long-range plan – presented to the congregation on January 10 at an 
informational gathering – was adopted without adulteration by session at its January 12meeting. A 
more presentable version is in the works and should be distributed in the near future. Session will 
continue to plan for years 2017 through 2020 as this year unfolds. The congregation will be kept 
informed. Those with questions are invited to be in touch with Carol Ulch, 319-530-1599 or 
carolu@southslope.net.  
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Having trouble hearing Pastor Sam  

during the church service? 

 ~submitted by Rhonda Barr 
There has been some concern voiced lately that some folks are having trouble 
hearing Pastor Sam during the church service. FPC has some Personal Hearing 

Assistance Receivers (PHAR) available in the narthex. A sign next to the basket that holds them says “Hearing 
Aids.” There are several types: most have just one earphone, there are some with two earphones, we have one 
with a behind-your-ear device, as well as with a headset for both ears. Not all of these are available in the basket 
in the narthex; but if you ask a deacon he/she can make them available for you. If you wear hearing aids, you will 
need to remove them in order to use these Personal Hearing Assistance Receivers.   

The reason that these work so well is that when you wear them, it actually sounds like Pastor Sam is talking 
directly with you! You’ve noticed that Pastor Sam also wears a headset. Lay leaders and those who do the 
children’s time use a microphone. All of these are interconnected so you can hear Pastor Sam as well as the 
others who use the microphone. My mother hasn’t been able to hear a sermon in years, even with her hearing 
aids. But when I showed her how it works, she removed her hearing aids and placed an ear phone in her ear. She 
could hear Pastor Sam talking directly to her! There is a volume dial which turns on the PHAR - you will see a light 
come on that shows that it is working. These are so easy to use! Please give them a try and if you need help, just 
ask a deacon. We would also appreciate your feedback. Something to remember: when you are through using 
them please turn them off before placing them back in the basket in the narthex. If you notice there is anything 
wrong with them, such as the earphone cover needs replacing, please let a deacon know so we can keep them in 
good repair and ready for use. 

From the Deacon’s Bench  

Mark your calendars!  
 

2016 CROP WALK is on  

Sunday, April 3 ... leaving  

Chauncey Swan Park at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Get out your walking shoes and your pocket books. 
Please plan to support First Pres’ efforts to help 

alleviate hunger at home and abroad ... whether by 
walking, donating, or both. See more details in 

upcoming Sunday bulletins and the March First’s 
Family newsletter. Feel free to contact Mary 

Palmberg anytime with your CROP questions: 
mary.palmberg@gmail.com, 319-400-0388. 

mailto:mary.palmberg@gmail.com
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Needles, Hooks and Yarn 
This small group comes together to share 
each others company while we knit and 
crochet. If you would like to join us, we 
would love to have you; we meet at Legacy 
Ridge from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. on Saturday 
mornings. 

For more info contact Carol Macon at 351-3847 

MONEY 

MATTERS 
Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

January $79,871.80 $262.75 $80,134.55  $39,493.53 $40,641.02 

2016 Totals $79,871.80 $262.75 $80,134.55  $39,493.53 $40,641.02 

All Pasrur Scholarships Funded  

The Friends of Pasrur are delighted 
to be able to announce that there 
have been enough contributions for 
all of the girls to go to school during 
the 2016–2017 school year. This 
means that all 100 impoverished 
girls in the boarding school of the 
Pasrur Christian School will be able 
to continue their education. Room 
and board, tuition and, books, 
uniforms, and health checkups will 
be provided to them. In addition, 
the post-secondary girls (11th and 
12th grade) will be able to continue 
attending school at Pasrur. These 
contributions and 
accomplishments, speak volumes 
for the kind of people we have in 
our church. We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. 
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 Joye McKusik, Judy 
Kolsrud, Rose Kraus, 
Herb Wilson and Lee 
Van Voorhis 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y  N e w sF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y  N e w sF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y  N e w s    
The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of 

church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline 

for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th 

of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be 

submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

February 16-31 March 1-16 
2/18 Peggy Guither 

2/19 Cullen Schroeder 

2/23 Toni DeRyke 

2/23 Greta Lowry 

2/23 Ruth Van Voorhis 

2/25 Bradley Hamilton 

2/25 Grace Young 

2/28 DeAnn Claypool 

2/28 Joan Decker 

2/28 Nancy Ross 

3/3 Ben Urick 

3/3 Gloria Zajicek 

3/4 Carol Kirsch 

3/5 Matt Degner 

3/6 Shalom Bigaba 

3/11 Joshua Fletcher 

3/11 Rebecca Morgan 

3/12 Sue Dallam 

3/15 Eileen Gieswein 

3/16 Willard Will 

Thank you to the many special people at 
FPC who have been so helpful to us 
with our recent hospitalizations. Your 
prayers, cards, visits, 
companionship, flowers, food, 
transportation, major ice removal, and 
laundry assistance have been 
invaluable to us. We appreciate all your 
thoughtfulness. Toni and Jake DeRyke  
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January 2016 Session Highlights 
~by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The session met January 19, 2016 in 
Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor 
Sam called the meeting to order 
and lit the Christ candle. Elder Judy 
Whitford read from the gospel of 
John and quoted the writings of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., “I know that 
love is the only answer … hate is too 
great a burden to bear ….” She then 
led us in prayer. 

The marriage of Trevor Smith and 
Wijing Wu, on December 25, 2015, 
in a private ceremony presided over 
by Judge Deb Minot in her home, 
was noted. 

The financial report, prepared by 
Larry Bruner, was received. A 
question was raised whether there 
are two columbarium funds. Larry 
Bruner replied that there is the Dick 
and Marilyn Brown fund. The Reg 
Cooper monies were all spent on 
building the columbarium. Also 
noted was that the Columbarium 
itself remains unnamed, but should 
honor the Cooper family if ever to 
be named.  

A question was raised as to whether 
outside groups pay for the use of 
the FPC building. Some of the 
groups holding concerts and 
meetings in our church do pay. 
Recently a $300 donation was given 
for a concert held here. 

Session approved the minutes of 
the December 15, 2015, stated 
session meeting, and the verbatim 
minutes of January 12, 2015, special 
session meeting. Richard Van 
Rheeden and Judy Terry were 
approved as commissioners to 
presbytery, Larry Bruner as 
treasurer, Nancy Weber as Clerk of 
session, Jeri Smith as President of 
the corporation, and Dale Kraus as 
Vice President. Vern Dengler and 
Richard Van Rheeden will co-
convene as chair of the Support 
Ministry.  

A motion was approved requesting 
that the 2015 income from the 
Massey Pasrur endowment fund be 
turned over to the Friends of Pasrur 
for them to decide how it should be 

used.  

Session approved the list of names 
being moved to inactivity. Elder 
Dale Kraus asked that the number 
be updated annually so that our per 
capita amount is accurate.  

The 2016 portion of the long-range 
plan was approved.  

Larry Bruner presented the 2016 
budget. Pastor Sam suggested 
leaving in the $300 for the Deacons’ 
Care Buddy program. Elder Ken 
Fisher proposed adopting the 
budget, adding back in the $300 for 
Care Buddies. Session approved 
adoption of the 2016 budget. 

Elder Richard Van Rheeden 
distributed the proposed 
stewardship letter to the 
congregation and session approved 
the letter on stewardship written by 
Pastor Sam, with the discussed 
changes. 

Concerning the deliberation on and 
approval of pastor’s terms of call, 
elder and moderator of 
Administration and Personnel, Dan 
Thedens, reported that because of 
the budget situation, Pastor Sam’s 
salary would remain the same as in 
2015, and the terms of call were 
much the same as last year (leave 
time of five weeks vacation, three 
weeks study leave). During the 
discussion, a session member 
voiced his feeling of being very 
uncomfortable with the lack of a 
salary increase for Pastor Sam. It 
was expressed that session needs 
to support him. Another session 
member reminded us that this was 
the second year we would not be 
living up to our previous goal of 
raising up his salary to the level of a 
6.7% increase over three years, 
since last year’s was only a 2% 
increase. A 1.5% salary increase for 
2016 would come to between 
$1800-2000. Session voted to 
approve giving Pastor Sam a 1.5% 
increase, the money to be given 
through additional funds.  

Session approved holding a 

congregational meeting on 
February 14, 2016. 

Concerning the use of Burianek 
trust fund 2016 income, a motion 
was made to use funds for two 
purposes: 1.) $5500 would be used 
to fund leadership development for 
our Congolese ministry, specifically 
to support Moses Kasiriba to be 
trained as a commissioned ruling 
elder to do ministry – on behalf of 
our congregation and presbytery – 
to Congolese Christians in our 
congregation and the community. 
These funds will be spent over a 
two to five year training process; 
and 2.) $4000 would be for seed 
money for the new music ministry 
for community preschool children 
that is anticipated to be appearing 
in our long range plans beginning in 
2016 and supported by the Preucils 
and Darlene Bergman. Burianek 
trustee Sadie May has already put 
funds amounting to $13,600 in the 
bank. The motion to use the 
Burianek funds for these purposes 
was approved. 

A motion was made to use 
technology funds for the new ACS 
software (Church Management 
Software), plus one year of 
contracted support. It was 
suggested that the one year 
contracted support be removed and 
it was. This then would amount to 
about $11,000, with most costs 
being for software acquisition and 
training. Session approved the 
motion. 

The Administration and Personnel 
staffing proposal was 
discussed. Elder Dan Thedens asked 
session to approve the following 
motion, based on position 
descriptions offered last month: 
“Personnel requests authorization 
to form a search committee, solicit 
applications, and interview 
candidates for the positions of 
Minister of Worship, Music and 
Children’s Programs; Minister of 
Youth, Adult and Servanthood 

(Clerk’s report cont. on page 7) 
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Programs; Assistant to Minister of 
Worship, Music and Children’s 
Programs; and Assistant to Minister 
of Youth, Adult and Servanthood 
Programs as described in the 
Strategic Planning materials.” It was 
suggested that we wait to hire the 
assistants until the full time 
ministers were hired. The motion 
was approved. 

It was decided by A&P to delay the 
implementation of the technology 
position until October 2016. Elder 
Thedens reported that Director of 
Jr./Sr. High Youth, Jim Cochrane, 
wishes to leave around May 1, 2016 
rather than July 1, 2016.  

The creation of a search committee, 
to be made up of representative 
stakeholders from the 
congregation, was approved. 

Elder Ken Fisher gave a brief report 
on possible approval of a capital 
funds fundraiser. He has talked to 
three different firms. He was 
impressed with Walsh, but it is also 
the one that is farther away. He is 
waiting to see what Walsh comes 
up with. Elder Fisher reminded us 
that Walsh is clearly a church 
fundraiser. 

Servanthood’s request for three 
additional offerings be held in 2016 
was approved. (This is intended to 
fill the gap of $3000 that was cut in 
the 2016 budget.) 

Larry Bruner asked session for 
approval to authorize organ repair. 
We need $150,000, and we are 
presuming the capital campaign will 
raise this money. $75,000 is also 
needed for the parking lot. When 
asked, Larry said he was confident 
the money would be raised, but we 
may have to borrow some. Session 
approved authorizing the organ 
repair. 

Elder Judy Whitford said the 
Equipping ministry could use some 
no-longer-needed Legos for 
projects, and asked session 
members to let her know, or bring 
them to church.  

The Covenant Bible study 
attendance is 12, with two more 
absent. The first meeting went very 
well, and Judy is very excited. 

Elder John Barr told us that Pastor 
Majid Abel of the Naulakha Church 
in Lahore, Pakistan, would be 
visiting with St Andrew Presbyterian 
the week of January 23, 2016. He 
was invited to the Kids Against 

Hunger event at FPC on Saturday, 
January 25, 2016.  

Elder Dale Kraus requested that it 
be a policy of the church that when 
a moderator leaves a Ministry or 
Committee and a new person 
comes on, there be a formal 
“passing of responsibility” outgoing 
report between those involved. 

There was a question concerning 
the Worship and Celebration 
reporting a changing population at 
the 8 a.m. service. Elder Dallam said 
it’s mostly due to some folks who 
had been attending the 10:30 
service now coming at 8, but that 
also some new members like the 
weekly communion being served. 

Elder Ann Grosscup urged all to look 
at Facebook to see the latest 
features added to the FPC site. To 
reach, go to Google, and enter Iowa 
City First Presbyterian Church 
Facebook.  

A motion adjourning with sharing of 
joys and concerns, followed by 
prayer, was approved. Pastor Sam 
closed the meeting with prayer. 

The next session meeting will be 
held February 16, at 7 p.m., in 
Coover Lounge. 

(Clerk’s report cont. from page 6) 

Common Fund Benefit to Help Prevent Homelessness 
 

The Consultation of Religious Communities will host an evening of music and refreshments at Old Brick on Friday, 
February 26, from 7 to 10 p.m. All proceeds from the event will benefit the Common Fund of Last Resort. 

The Common Fund of Last Resort was created by the Consultation of Religious Communities (CRC) to aid faith 
communities in equitably distributing funds to those in need. The Common Fund allows faith communities in 
Johnson County to pool gifts to aid Johnson County residents in need of housing and utility assistance. The Fund is 
managed through the Emergency Assistance Program at The Crisis Center of Johnson County. In fiscal year 2015, 
the Common Fund helped 354 Johnson County families stay secure in their homes with uninterrupted utility 
service as it worked towards its goal of reducing homelessness. 

The public is invited to attend this event to benefit the Common Fund. Help support this worthy cause and have a 
fun evening with music and refreshments. Donations will be accepted at the door or may be sent to: Consultation 
of Religious Communities, PO Box 2025, Iowa City, IA 52244 (Write “Common Fund” on the memo line). 

See the flyer on the community bulletin board in Ryerson Hall for further information. 
Contact: Michael Lawler, 319-351-2726 Ext. 117 or michael.lawler@iccrisiscenter.org 
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One of the new Taize choruses appearing in “Glory to God” is Hymn 204, “Stay with Me.” The text reflects 
Jesus’ request to his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane to stay alert and faithful. He asks them simply to 
“watch and pray.” It is our summons for the season of Lent, to “watch and pray” though that summons is not 
so simple to put into practice. 

In observing Christ’s mandate, we often think of Lent as a time to give something up. Chocolate. A favorite 
beverage. TV. Giving up little things can seem trivial, but the ritual of abstaining from something that I usually 
do or consume without thinking about it serves an important purpose for me. It sets Lent apart from ordinary 
time, inviting the question that echoes through the Jewish tradition of Passover, “Why is this night different 
from all other nights?” Why is Lent different from all other seasons? 

Lent is a time to be aware of things that get in the way of my relationship with God. When I honestly pay 
attention, I can see how sometimes the silliest little things can go from being a treat to something that 
prevents me from being fully present to God and those around me. But I also know that much of the work of 
my ordinary day can seem more important to me and perhaps too trivial for me to share with God. I must 
answer this long list of emails, I must focus on worship planning, newsletter articles, preparation for meetings, 
etc. so I just don’t have time right now to stop and spend time in prayer. And anyway, certainly God blesses all 
this tedium because I work for the church, right? 

I forget that Lent invites us to set these things aside and trust in God, knowing we are God’s people. But the 
scripture texts during this season of Lent remind us that God has promised to be faithful to us, even when we 
are not faithful. Our baptism is an outward sign of that unbreakable covenant. 

Whether or not you, or I, choose to give something up this year or choose other ways of being more present, 
Lent is a season set apart for reflection. This season, I have put a plan in place for myself, observing God’s 
faithfulness throughout the day, much like the historic observance of the hours. I am resolved to deepen my 
relationship with God through stopping my work every three hours, reading/singing through the text of a 
hymn, and meditating on it. Ponder, for instance this text from Hymn 222 “Rejected and Despised”: 

Forgive us, Lord, as you forgave with your expiring breath 
the ones whose guilty hands, like ours, required a guiltless death. 

O mystery of such costly love, O depth of grace revealed: 
in scourge-marked flesh, we find our Christ, and by his stripes are healed. 

I invite you to choose a reflective practice that can be meaningful to you and make a similar commitment to 
“watch and pray.” Soli Deo Gloria! 

~by Darlene Bergman 

Director of Music and Liturgical Arts 

Watch and Pray ~ The season of Lent 

 

FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us 

February 24 from Noon to 1p.m. in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall to discuss Help, Thanks, Wow by 
Anne Lamott 
 
Bring your lunch and share in the 
fellowship. For more information,  
contact Jan Walker at 358-6737 



Page 9 First Presbyterian Church February 16—March 15, 2015 

Upcoming Concerts at FPC 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AS HOSTS  

for Knox College Choir members 

We are in need of host families to house the Knox College student musicians. 

Housing one or more choir members offers a wonderful opportunity for a family with a high schooler 
considering their future commitment to learn more about choosing a college. Or if you’re an empty nester, it’s 
an opportunity to fill the nest for an evening. The only responsibility is to house them after the Monday evening 
concert, offer them breakfast and transportation back to the church on Tuesday morning by 9:00 a.m. for a 
9:30 a.m. departure form the church. 

If you are willing to help please contact Darlene Bergman at 319-351-2660 or 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowa.city.org. 

Chamber Singers Concert on 

Sunday, February 28 at FPC 

The Estonian composer, Arvo Pärt’s “Passio” will 
be performed by Chamber Singers of Iowa City 
here at FPC at 3 p.m. on February 28. For the 
past three decades, the music of Arvo Pärt has 
sat atop the classical music world and even 
transcended it. “Passio,” a setting of the St. John Passion, is one of Pärt’s most famous works, transporting 
listeners to a new sound world through his inimitable, unique compositional sound.. You do not want to miss 
this performance of one of the greatest choral works of modern times, performed for the perhaps the first 
time in eastern Iowa. Tickets are available online at ICCHAMBERSINGER.org, and will also be available at the 
door, $17 for adults, and $14 for Seniors, students are admitted free. 

The Knox College Choir, the premier choral 
ensemble of the college, will perform six 
concerts on a 6-day tour of the Midwest. The 
opening concert of their tour will be Monday, 
March 14 at 7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian 
Church. The choir of forty-two members, 
directed by Laura Lane, professor of music and 
director of choral activities at Knox College, will 
perform a wide variety of choral repertoire.  

The Knox College Choir tours annually and is a 
favorite choral group here at FPC, having hosted them for four other concerts. If you’ve heard them before you 
know they’re not to be missed and if you haven’t heard them before, you have a treat in store for you.  

Invite your friends and come enjoy an evening of choral song. No tickets required. A free-will offering will be 
received. 

KNOX COLLEGE CHOIR CONCERT 

sings here on Monday, March 14 
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Sunday 
Mornings in 

Ryerson 
Fellowship 

Hall 
 

 

Join us anytime between 8:45 – 10:15 am for a light continental 
breakfast with activities for children, youth and adults. 

9:15–10:15 am  

Early childhood (Pre K–K) faith development will continue in the 
Creation Station.  

Community Confirmation class will be held in the ROCK room for 
7th–8th graders. 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery for children under 5. 

Back by popular demand …  
The Wired Word meets in Coover 

Lounge, Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15 
a.m. Stop in and see what’s happen-

ing in the world around us. 

“Walking the Labyrinth” 

A six-session Lenten Bible Study entitled “Walking the 

Labyrinth” by Travis Scholl will be held Wednesdays, February 

10 – March 16 from 6 – 7 p.m. in Coover Lounge. This Bible 

study traces the footsteps of Jesus through the Gospel of Mark. At 

the center of Mark’s Gospel of the kingdom and at the center of 

the labyrinth that is your life is Jesus’ question: “Who do you say that I am?” Join us 

for this thought–provoking study. Louise Gisolfi and Millie Youngquist will be 

facilitating our discussions. Talk with Louise Gisolfi, Millie Youngquist or Judy 

Whitford to receive your study books. 

 

COVENANT is an in-depth 

Bible study in 
which people 
read and discuss 
the Bible 
together, and 
learn how to love 
God and each 
other – better.  

 

Covenant represents a relationship; a 
living, breathing conversation. 

An additional class is forming, if you are 
interested or have questions, please 
contact Judy Whitford at 351-2660 or by 
email at 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. in Coover Lounge. 
Join us as we continue our journey through Exodus 

Sadie May & Pastor Sam will lead this lively discussion. 

Come enjoy the fellowship, coffee and Word. 

Equipping Ministry 
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Coming in June 2016 

 

Vacation Bible School 
June 13 – 17, 

Monday – Friday 

9:00 – Noon 

It’s Mission Trip Time! 

The youth of FPC will be heading out on 
another mission trip this coming summer! June 
19-24, they will be travelling to Rosebud 
Reservation, SD to work for the week and learn 

more about Native American culture. The trip will cost $200 per youth, and 
the first $50/ youth deposit is due March 1 to save a spot on the trip. If you 
have any questions, please contact Jim Cochrane at 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 

 
The first Thank God It’s Fellowship (TGIF) 
Event is happening on Friday, February 26  
at 7 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall with a 
“Leap Year” theme. Mark your calendar now 
and ask a friend to join with you. There will be 

fun activities for all ages. Join us for a chance to get better 
acquainted with church members/friends you only greet in 
passing on Sundays.  

The Way (4th – 6th graders)  

Join us for fun, food and fellowship 
activities for 4th – 6th graders on 
Thursdays, February 25, March 31 and 
April 28 from 5:30 – 6:45 p.m. We will 
have fun and games at 5:30 followed by 
supper together. We will finish up in time 
to go to Children’s Choir at 6:45.  

Equipping Ministry 
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Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
Ph 319-351-2660 www.firstpresiowacity.org  
Except holidays or when announced 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 
 LITURGICAL ARTS 
Darlene Bergman 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
  HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR 
Ednamae Fisher 
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN 
Emily Guthe 
emily.guthe@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF JR & SR HIGH YOUTH 
Jim Cochrane 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

INTERIM DIR. OF EQUIPPING MINISTRY 
Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Holy Week Worship Schedule  
 

Palm/Passion Sunday: March 20 
 

8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
8:45 a.m. Breakfast and Activities  

10:30 a.m. Worship with Palm Processional 
 

Maundy Thursday: March 24 
 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service 
 

Great Easter Vigil: March 26 

7:00 p.m. Service of Light, Word, Water & Communion  
 

Easter Sunday: March 27 
 

8:00 a.m. Reflective Worship  
9:00 a.m. Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt 

10:30 a.m. Festive Worship with Brass, Choir & Organ 
 

Childcare provided for all services 


