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First Presbyterian Church Fundraising Feasibility 

& Planning Study Announced 
First Presbyterian Church has begun the planning stages of a capital campaign 
to raise the funds needed to tackle restoration projects for our church’s 
facilities. Among the projects are the preservation of our historic pipe organ 
and fixing our crumbling parking lots. 

A preliminary step is to conduct a Fundraising Feasibility & Planning Study 
that assesses our financial potential and helps us to prepare for this eventual 
effort. Suggestions and feedback in all aspects of the plans are being sought. 
Toward that end, members and all church participants are invited to partner in 
this important study in the following ways. 

 On Sunday, April 24 directly following our 10:30 a.m. worship service, 
there will be a special Church-Wide Informational Meeting in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. All of us are cordially invited and encouraged to 
attend. At this special meeting building needs and prospective plans 
will be shared for our feedback, questions and suggestions. 

 During the first week of May a series of Personal, Confidential 
Interviews will be conducted with a representative sample of active 
members. These interviews are intended to obtain more detailed 
feedback on the proposed project and campaign plans. 

The feedback and responses received are strictly confidential and will be received, compiled and analyzed by Walsh & 
Associates, Church Fundraising Specialists (the highly recommended firm we’ve hired to coordinate and conduct this special 
study for us). The Walsh representatives will then prepare and share with us a special report summarizing the results of the 
study, together with their suggestions based on their experience and our people’s responses on how to proceed in 
addressing our needs. 

Please plan to participate in this important study if you can. Your feedback is both needed and greatly appreciated.   

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :   

Pastor’s Page  2 

Kobler Meditation Garden 
    and Labyrinth Progress 

 3 

Endowment and Memorial Grant 
     Scholarship Opportunity 

 4 

First’s Family  5 

Worship and Celebration Ministry  6 

Money Matters/Session Highlights 8 & 9 

Women’s Spring Luncheon 11 

Equipping Ministry 12 

New Members 14 

Vacation Bible School Registration 15 

 

F i r s t  Presby te r i a n  Chu r ch   Iowa  C i t y    Iowa  

 

F I R S T  P R E SB YT ER I AN CH U R CH  U . S . A .  

2701  Ro ch e s te r  Av e .  ·  Iow a C i t y  ·  Iow a  ·  3 1 9 -3 5 1 - 2 6 6 0  ·  www. f i r s t p re s i owa c i t y . o rg  

 

 

Vacation Bible 
School June 13 – 17 
9:00 a.m. – noon 
4 year olds – 6

th
 

Graders 
 

Registration forms are now 
available on the table in 
the Narthex and on the 
back page of this 
newsletter.  

Volunteers are also needed. We need adults and youth to 
help with snacks, music, recreation, crafts, and 
storytelling.  

Contact Judy Whitford to help with this ministry 
opportunity, judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org.. 

Hold the date for the Finn Lecture!  
The Finn Lecture, featuring Dr. Robert Cargill (Bob to his 
friends) will be held on May 15 (Pentecost Sunday) in the 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall, following his participation in 10:30 
a.m. worship. Dr. Cargill’s lecture will be a reflection on the 
Spirit of God in the two testaments. How much do the two 
religious visions of the Spirit differ from each other if they 
are not identical? The event will include a light lunch and  
Dr. Cargill’s book-signing of his new book The Cities That 
Built the Bible. Pastor Sam rates this book as a “must read” 
for thoughtful persons of faith! Want a copy of the his 
book from Prairie Lights for Bob to sign May 15? You can 
pre-order by contacting Clerk of Session Nancy Weber at 
weber.nancy@gmail.com or 319-321-9458. The cost is $25. 
Please plan on paying with cash or by check. See you then 
for what should be an exciting and spirited presentation 
and conversation! 

mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:weber.nancy@gmail.com
tel:319-321-9458
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

The grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 

My attention is captured by what must have been the 
stunned disbelief of the disciples. Having been planning 
for . . . what? A coup d’etat by Jesus? A miracle that 
would have firmly made him King of the Jews? . . . 
Suddenly they are faced by his death, his visible 
resurrected presence with them, and then his 
disappearance (the ascension) . . . It all seems 
unreasonable and wild, and now they must . . . do what? 

We are told that in preparation for Pentecost, the 
disciples—over 100 of them—return to Jerusalem for 
prayer. We can imagine many of them returning to their 
workaday lives to make a living, and then gathering in the 
evenings for small group discussions and fellowship 
meals, as well as prayer. They are looking for direction 
and empowerment. As challenging as the future might be 
for them, I imagine the waiting itself is difficult. At least it 
always is for me! In principle the disciples are waiting for 
the return of Jesus and the establishment – finally! – of 
the kingdom or realm of God. Yet they are forewarned 
that between now and then, they will have a mission to 
perform: Go into all the world, share the good news of 
God’s victory over sin, death, and all that breaks 
relationships. We humans are now reconciled with God, 
and we are empowered to realize reconciliation 
throughout creation. The world is in the process of being 
born again: This is good news! Share it. Live it! Make it 
true! 

I am waiting during this post-Easter season, and I find it 
challenging. We are bidding goodbye to faithful staff 
members, and searching for new persons to take their 
place. I am immersed in feelings of grief and anticipation. 
The coming capital funds campaign and the needs of our 
building, for the sake of supporting our future ministries 
and missions, occupy my dreams. Hardly visible but 

transcending both of these processes is a long-
range planning process that has completed 
through the year. The most important plans, the 
ones that tell us how we will touch the community, 
lie ahead. What shape will our education ministry 
take? To what missions will the Risen Christ call us? 
In an age of growing — or at least more patently 
apparent — atheism and cynicism, when many of 
our old folks say they are too tired and many of our 
young folks say they are too busy, (even to 
worship,) what does the church of the future look 
like? These questions loom large . . . And as is true 
for most of you, I also have personal and family, 
routine and expected, priorities that take time and 
energy. These are too overwhelming to inventory. 

Three phrases come to mind this morning. The first 
two are from the Apostle Paul: 

(Christ) said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, 
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. (2 
Corinthians 12:9) 

I can do all things through him (Christ) who 
strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13) 

The third is from poet John Milton: “He also 
serves who only stands and waits.” So, dear 
friends, I am serving by leaning into the future, 
standing and waiting on the Spirit of God to 
strengthen and direct us. God is faithful, and we 
shall witness the glorious mercies of God! 

 
With love, your pastor, Sam  

Beginning April 1, 2016, University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics no longer 
allows the release of patient information to any pastor or parish visitor, 
including whether or not you are hospitalized. This is due to HIPPA 
regulations (confidentiality and privacy regulations). HIPPA violations are serious business and no 
hospital wants to violate the privacy of their patients. As many of you know, FPC has a team of 
fabulous volunteers visiting the sick at UIHC and Mercy. This includes our pastor. Should you 
anticipate hospitalization at either hospital, or if you are hospitalized suddenly and wish a visit from 
Pastor Sam or the hospital visitation team, you or your designated spokesperson must notify the 
church office to be visited (phone # 351-2660).  

Deacon Bench 

Hospital Official Silence 
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Kobler Memorial Garden Progress 
~by Millie Youngquist 

 

The Kobler Meditation Garden and Labyrinth Committee has been busy 
the past few months planning for the next stage of the garden. A new 
entry planting has been designed and is being installed in the next few 
months. The focal point of the entry will be an engraved boulder with the 
FPC logo and name of the garden. A tower near the entrance to the 
labyrinth, which will hold the newly purchased bell, is being designed and 
built by Dale Kraus. Some new perennials will be planted and existing 
trees and shrubs will be maintained. 

Funds given in memory of Betsy Peterson Geist, Linda Howe, and Velma Brown, as well as a distribution from 
the Yager Garden Fund at the Community Foundation of Johnson County, will be used to complete these 
projects. The committee wishes to thank those families for their generous gifts and remind others that they 
may make a donation for the expansion and maintenance of this garden at any time. Donation brochures are 
available in the narthex above the repository. 

I invite you to take a short walk to the south end of FPC’s parking lot, observe the new buds of spring 
emerging, walk the labyrinth and experience inner peace in the midst of God’s creation! 

A Labyrinthine Moment ~ by Darlene Bergman 
 

On Monday evening, March 14 the Knox 
College Choir once again provided our 
community with a delightful concert including 
a broad range of repertoire, stimulating and 
spiritually uplifting. On any choir tour such as 
this, the group arrives early in the afternoon, 
rehearses in the space, has dinner, performs, 
spends the night in host homes, then gets on 
the road early the next morning and does the 
same thing all over again.  

Any tour such as this offers unexpected 
spontaneous moments that make for 
individual and collective choir tour memories. 
One such moment happened here 
immediately after dinner. Before the concert, 
there was a bit of down time before the choir needed 
to assemble and robe. I suggested that there was a 
labyrinth available if anyone would like to get 
centered before the concert. The unison response 
from several students, “YOU HAVE A LABYRINTH? Yes, 
I want to walk the labyrinth.” The 50-something 
director asked, “What’s a labyrinth?” (I was intrigued 
that most of the choir members had an 
understanding of this meditative device and their 
director did not!)  

Well, nearly the entire choir walked and many of 
them landed in the center at about the same time, 
filling that small space. They packed in and with arms 
surrounding each other began to sing the Knox 
College Hymn. Others were still walking as the center 
people began to sing. Two girls were holding hands 
across the paths and when one had to turn the 
opposite direction they sadly parted, but then joyfully 
reunited when they met up again. I thought that I had 

seen the gamut of labyrinth use, but I just learned 
another. 

This was the first night of the choir’s tour, and I 
stood off at a distance watching as this 
spontaneous spiritual moment developed, creating 
an immediate bond among the students. Later I 
overheard some talking about that serendipitous 
moment, the beauty of it happening at the outset 
of the tour, and the memory made that would not 
soon be forgotten. It would be one that the 
students (and I) will cherish. Perhaps it is just one 
more example of REALM — how we might reach 
the next generation in new and meaningful ways, 
build relationships, articulate faith in 
unconventional ways, impact lives in and outside of 
the building, connect and form faithful 
communities, and seek transformative moments 
outside as well as inside the traditional worship 
space. 

Members of the Knox College Choir walking our labyrinth  
and stopping to sing a hymn in the center. 
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Applications are now being accepted for the  
William B. and Sharon P. Oglesby Scholarship at The University of Iowa – 

deadline is June 1. 
In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The University of Iowa Foundation to 
establish a scholarship for deserving UI students who are members of First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.  

“Sharon and I have worked in education at the high school and university levels our whole lives,” William 
Oglesby said, “and we believe education is the biggest factor not only in one’s financial success, but in one’s 
aesthetic enjoyment of life.” Added Sharon Oglesby, “The scholarship seemed like a way to blend our lifelong 
commitments to education and to the Presbyterian Church.” The Oglesby Scholarship is awarded based on need 
and merit.  

Eligibility Criteria: 

 The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa. 

 The applicant must be attending The University of Iowa in 2016-17. 

 The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0. 

 Application must be made using the form available in the Church office.  

 The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of Iowa 
Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of Iowa Financial Aid office.  

 The application and all supportive documentation must be post marked or delivered to the Church 
office (2701 Rochester Ave., Iowa City, Iowa 52245) no later than June 1, 2016. 

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last 
Friday in June. One or more scholarships will be awarded. 

The Endowment and Memorial Committee is pleased 
to invite proposals for Endowment Funding for 2016. 
For full consideration, please request a grant request 
form from Ben Nicholson (brnicholson@gmail.com) or 
Tammy Foster (tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org) 
and return the completed form by email by June 1.The 
Endowment and Memorial Committee will meet 
thereafter to review the proposals, but PLEASE do not 
wait past June 1 to submit your request.  

Guidelines, excerpted from the endowment 
governing documents, are below: 

Who may request funding. The Session; the councils of 
the church; a special church committee or task force; 
pastoral or professional staff members; or a group, 
agency or charity not affiliated with the church, if 
sponsored by any of the above.  

Statement of purpose. The members of First 
Presbyterian Church honor the gifts and bequests of 
those who have gone before us by dedicating the spirit 
and income of the endowment to the mission and 
needs of our church, our community, and our world. 

Goals. Distributions from the endowment shall be used 
to advance the presence and mission of the church in 
the lives of people locally, nationally, and globally. To 
that end, distributions shall be designated for major, 
long-term, recurring and/or special projects and 
ministries: 

 within our local church and congregation, 
including the maintenance, repair, renovation, and 
new construction of facilities; and the acquisition 
of special equipment and supplies; 

 within our local and regional community, including 
support for the victims of natural disasters, relief 
for the poor and destitute, and assistance to 
ecumenical needs and projects; and 

 within the global community, with special 
emphasis on responding to poverty, neglect, 
abuse, homelessness, illness, malnutrition, 
exploitation, and crime; education, including 
Christian education; recognizing and nurturing 
gifts and attributes; and nurturing the faith.  

From the Endowment and Memorial Committee 
Ben Nicholson 
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Sue Dallam, Anthony McMillan, 
Eric Stoltz, Randy Howe, Shirley 
McFarland and Nancy Powers 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
 

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News that you’d like to share, please submit it 

for publication by May 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org.Thank you! 

April 15-30 
4/16 Calvin Martin 
4/17 Candace Wiebener 
4/18 Betty Lacina 
4/21 Nathan Stolz 
4/22 Tyler Fay 
4/22 Bruce Guither 
4/23 Jenny Kirschling 
4/23 Rachel Marsh 
4/24 Matthew Dodge 
4/24 Matthew Morgan 
4/26 Ann Muilenburg 
4/28 Erin Suh 
4/29 Gina Pottorff 
4/30 Vern Dengler 
4/30 Bill Preucil 

May 1-15 
5/2 Kevin Keith 
5/4 Kory May 
5/6 Larry Bruner 
5/6 Kate Degner 
5/6 Robert Ketterer 
5/7 Kathy Clifton 
5/8 Gladys Nugent 
5/9 Debbie Torrens-Semler 
5/9 Sharon VanDusseldorp 
5/10 Mary Ann Clemons 
5/10 Jim Jacobus 
5/10 Mike Phelps 
5/10 Blayne Roberts 
5/10 Susan Van Duyn-Phipps 
5/11 Rory Kate Cargill 

5/11 Quincy Cargill 
5/11 Ashley Nicholson 
5/12 Darin Schroeder 
5/13 Janet Bain 
5/13 Esther Puderbaugh 
5/13 Sully Steen 

Nancy Cech 
Legacy at Bear Creek 
200 Keller Smithfiled Rd. S., Suite 234 
Keller, TX 76248 

Phone 319-621-9366 

Dale and 
Helen 
Sheets on 
the recent deaths of Dale’s brother 
in Branson, MO, and Helen’s 
brother-in-law in Springfield, MO. 

 

 

What was the name of Esther’s cousin 
who raised her after her parents died? 
A. Hegai  
B. Haman  
C. Mordecai  
D. Ahasuerus (also 
known as Xerxes) 

Answer: C (See Esther 2:7.)  

Bible Quiz 

Laurelie Marie Harris was born March 
9 to Markham and Karasel Harris. 
Grandparents are Fred and Sarah 
Harris. Laurelie will be baptized on May 
8 at the 10:30 worship service. They 
live in the Fuchsia Deacon 
Neighborhood. 

Baptized at the Easter Vigil 

service on March 26  

 Sarah Bigaba, daughter of Edmond 
and Aziza Bigaba,  

 Brandon Eckland, son of Mishelle 
and Lance Eckland;  

 On April 3, Flint Mahinga, son of 
Milord and Syphoriana Mahinga. 
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Worship & Celebration Ministry 

Music Ministry Schedule for May 
As we wind down to the end of another season of singing, all of the music ministries will 
begin enjoying a well-deserved summer break. Thank you to all our music ministry volunteers 
for your faithful service throughout the year. 

Junior Choir 
Will sing for worship on Youth Sunday, May 1. Their 
end of year choir party will be on Thursday, April 28. 
They will gather at 6:00-7:30 p.m. for dinner and ice 
cream, and to celebrate a year of song. We will 
recognize Grade 6 graduates with the gift of their own 
personalized hymnal. 

Youth Choir 
Will have their final rehearsal on Thursday,  
April 28 at 7:30-8:30 p.m. They will sing for worship on 
Youth Sunday and Senior Recognition, May 1, 
recognizing senior graduates, singing favorite anthems, 
and celebrating the year. 

Sanctuary Choir 
The Sanctuary Choir will sing through June. Final 
Wednesday rehearsal will be on Wed., May 25 at 7:00-
8:30 p.m. Thereafter, the choir men will sing on June 5 
and choir women on June 12, and full choir on June 19. 
During June, we will gather at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings to rehearse for that day’s worship leadership.  

JuBELLation Choir 
This choir will rehearse through 
June 19. They will also be ringing 
during worship on June 19 for the final time this Spring. 
They will journey to Springfield, IL, for a handbell 
festival on June 22-25. 

FPC Brass 
This ensemble’s last regular rehearsal will be May 22. 
They will rehearse and play in worship that day and 
then disperse for the summer. 

Woodwind Ensemble 
This group’s final rehearsal for this spring is May 15. 
They will rehearse and play in worship that day and 
then disperse for the summer. 

Churchestra 
This group’s final rehearsal for spring is April 17. They 
will rehearse and play in worship that day and then 
disperse for the summer. 

Upcoming Concerts at FPC 

Young Artist to Perform here at FPC on April 24 
Taylor Mayne, one of our FPC Music Interns, will be hosting a benefit recital on Sunday, April 24 at 5:00 p.m. 
here in our sanctuary. Taylor is a senior vocal performance major at the University of Iowa and has served as 
the early service cantor tenor section leader in the sanctuary choir since August of 2015. The recital will 
provide an inviting offering of art song, arias and musical theatre pieces by composers such as: Handel, Rossini, 
Mozart, Sondheim, Rogers and Hammerstein, Schönberg and more. Our organist, Melissa Moll will accompany 
at the piano. 

A free-will offering will be taken to support Taylor’s participation in the 2016 Franco-American Vocal Academy. 
Taylor was chosen to perform the lead role of Vincent in Gounod’s Mireille, which will be performed in 
Périgueux, France. During his stay in France, he will perform in vocal recitals throughout southern France along 
with language and vocal coachings. You won’t want to miss this young artist. Come and enjoy an hour of song. 
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Summer soloists 
Our singing and instrumental choirs graciously provide worship leadership from 
September through June. For the Sundays from June 26–Sept. 4, they will get a well-
deserved vacation. During that time we welcome soloists to provide music each 
Sunday for our 10:00 a.m. service. Adults who have musical gifts you’d like to share, 
whether vocal or instrumental, college students home for the summer, children and 
youth who have appropriate repertoire for worship—all are welcome to sign up for a 
Sunday of music leadership. There is a sign-up sheet on the choir room door (down 
the hall near the bathrooms), or you may contact Tammy Schroeder at the church 
office, 351-2660 ext. 108, or email her at tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Celebration (contributed by Reverend Paul Akin) 

~ by Clarence Jordan Rivers 

Underneath in darkness there was DEATH, 
an ever-wasting emptiness, 

an overwhelming nothingness, 
a world negating void. 

But chancing, risking, gambler-like, 
LIFE cast into the void the seed of LIFE, 

risking loss that gain might come, 
burying seed in DEATH. 

And then the LIFE in light 
called forth the seed from DEATH: 

then (alleluia) sprouting up, 
a life to LIFE responded 

struggled up —  
up against 

the world negating void, 
cell-by-cell growth, 
leaf-by-leaf growth, 

toward the call of LIFE in light, 
back toward resurrection! 

DEATH, then, is nothing all-at-once; 
in fact, it always was 

all around us always by us, 
overwhelming; 

myriad its forms. 

DEATH is not what we’re going to; 
DEATH is what we’re growing from: 

slavery and violence,  
the needed song not sung,  

the wound unhealed,  
the love withheld,  

the wonder undiscovered. 

Everything that man should be, 
yet has not ever been; 

everything than man should do, 
yet has not ever done; 

every wrong instead of right, 
every negative -- partakes of DEATH, 

is part of that relentless void,  
that emptiness through which we grow,  

to reach the light of LIFE. 

And therefore resurrection 
is never all-at-once; 

for we rise up day by day, 
cell-by-cell growth, 
leaf-by-leaf growth, 

toward the light. 

A child is born! and we grow! 
Lives rebuilding after the ruin! 

War is questioned (if not banished)! 
Up we grow! Up we grow! 

Now a poem! Sanitation! A skyscraper! 
Up we grow! 

Universal brotherhood, striving to be practiced! 
There new nations! Here a new drug! 

Tel-star sight and sound! 
Up we grow! Growing, growing, 

cell-by-cell growth, 
leaf by leaf growth, 

toward the light of resurrection! 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF LIFE! 
HE IS RISEN! WE ARE RISING! 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
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Who is that sitting in the pew next to you? 
Daissy Prada Owen 

Collected and written by Sherry Lohman 

Maybe you know Daissy Owen. I had seen her in 
church but had never met her before our first visit in 
her home, which happens to be a Bed and Breakfast, 
here in Iowa City. When I called her to set up a 
possible visit, she was a little shy, claiming others 
would have more interesting things to talk about. Not 
so! (By the way, EVERY one we have interviewed has 
their own special story, worth sharing! It is always a 
joy and gift we receive, plus, we make new friends!) 

Daissy’s Bed and Breakfast would make for a great 
International Embassy, with Daissy serving as a warm, 
friendly and inviting host. Many of her guests return, 
and friendships have been forged through the years, 
transforming these friends to “family.”  

Daissy was born in Gualanday, Colombia, a small town 
about 100 miles from Bogata. Imagine, as a young 
adult, moving to a country, knowing only one person, 
aside from the official Consult of your country. That’s 
exactly what Daissy did. Through an American friend, 
she began digging in roots, applying for school at LSU. 
Coming to the U.S., she says, is the best decision she 
has ever made.  

Daissy credits her mother’s amazing strength, hard 
work and modeling as the source that helped prepare 
her for such an adventure. Daissy’s father died 
suddenly when she was only three years old, leaving 
her mother, herself and a younger brother and sister. 
Her mother became a businesswoman, opening a 
general store in their small community, providing for 
the needs of the entire community. Interestingly, if 
her mother needed to borrow money from the bank, 
she would need a man’s signature—which a relative 
would provide! 

Daissy well remembers, 
just a few months after 
arriving, when Pres. John 
F. Kennedy was 
assassinated, and how the 
fear of living abroad struck 
her. In time, she would 
marry (Whyte Owen), and 
in 1974, they moved to IC, 
when Whyte joined the UI 
faculty. Daissy returned to 
school and became a TA in 
the Spanish Dept. and filling in at Cornell College. 
Eventually she got her teaching certificate, but it was 
the dream of owning a B&B and possibility for 
traveling that held her attention. She loves history, 
landscapes, ruins. She’s captured, in photos (one of 
her hobbies), and she’s been to all seven continents 
and she’s not finished traveling, yet!  

“Querer es poder.” “Where there’s a will there’s a 
way.” Daissy says she dreams rational and is always 
dreaming. She is proud to call this adventure “home,” 
and delighted that she can provide her home to so 
many.  

Welcoming the stranger … that’s what she does. And 
she excels at it! 

*Please note, dear readers, that these brief bios are 
just that … BRIEF! There’s so much more to learn 
about the folks sitting next to you in the pew. We 
have a limit on how much we can put in the bulletins 
and newsletters, so feel free to introduce yourself to 
these folks and get better acquainted! You will be 
blessed! 

MONEY 

MATTERS 
Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income     Total Expenses Over/Short 

January $79,871.80 $262.75 $80,134.55  $39,493.53 $40,641.02 

February $33,797.40 $454.09 $34,251.49  $76,173.53 -$41,922.04 

March $36,291.84 $33,372.85 $69,664.69  $43,761.94 $25,902.75 

2016 Totals $149,961.04 $34,089.69 $184,050.73  $159,429.00 $24,621.73 
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March 2016 Session Highlights 
-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The session met March 15, 2016, in Coover Lounge at 7 
p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the 
Christ candle. Elder Judy Terry read Psalm 121, and the 
prayer of St. Patrick, in honor of St. Patrick’s Day. 

Dave Lint, sales manager with Kitchen and Bath 
Distributors, was introduced. He reported on KBD’s 
ideas for remodeling the FPC kitchen. He distributed 
packets of the kitchen design ideas and reviewed the 
details. Session members asked questions and made 
comments. Mr. Lint said a cost estimate for the remodel 
should be ready in two weeks. 

Two births were noted: Byema Lipanda, born to Lipanda 
Byema and Tulizo Stany (not yet members) and Laurelei 
Harris, born March 9, 2016, to Markham and Karasel 
Harris (granddaughter to Fred and Sarah Harris). 

Sarah Bigaba and Brandon Ecklund were baptized 
March 26, 2016. 

The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was 
received. Finance moderator Dale Kraus presented a 
motion that session concur with their selection of the 
Clifton/Larsen/Allen accounting firm, subject to 
available funding, to perform the financial review of FPC 
as presented. The motion was approved. This is not an 
audit, just a review of the books. Dale circulated their 
proposal/information. Dale suggests that at the 
conclusion of the review, the firm would suggest a type 
of annual review that could be done. 

A motion to transfer $6300 from general reserves into 
Technology Fund was approved. 

Minutes of the February 16, 2016 stated session 
meeting and minutes of the March 6, 2016, and March 
13, 2016 special session meetings to welcome new 
members were approved. 

Anessa Olson’s request for a transfer of membership to 
Haymount Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina was approved. 

 

Pastor Sam reported that he will be gone on May 1 
through May 8 to help his son, Will, look at graduate 
programs. He planned to make a pastoral call to Pastor 
Rob Smith while in the Twin Cities March 17-18, 2016. 

Stewardship ministry’s motion to approve a trunk sale 
that would obtain saleable items of value from the 
congregation as an act of stewardship, sell them to 
members of the community, and distribute the funds to 
mission causes; and to allow for the creation of a task 
force led by Stewardship, with hoped-for assistance 
from Servanthood to plan and implement this concept, 
was approved; with one member abstaining. 
Servanthood, would like to involve the youth. Perhaps 
we could prepare food on Friday night. Pastor Sam 
suggested that people be challenged to contribute one 
or more item of value for this, to make a sacrifice. 

Elder Ken Fisher gave an update on a meeting with 
Walsh and Associates and the Capital Funds Campaign 
team. The capital campaign plan may commence 
around Labor Day, and finish by late October or the first 
of November, so as not to conflict with the Stewardship 
campaign.  

Elder Dan Thedens gave an update on the personnel 
searches from the Administration & Personnel 
Committee. Applicants for both Worship, Music and 
Children’s Programs / Youth and Adult and Servanthood 
Program positions are being examined. There have been 
12 applicants so far. Concern was expressed as to 
whether the salary offered was sufficient to attract good 
candidates. Pastor Sam suggested that, short of an 
increase in salary, there might be some one-time benefits 
offered to entice candidates (pay moving expenses, help 
pay down loans, offer a no-interest loan, etc.) 

A motion adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns, 
followed by prayer, was approved. Pastor Sam closed 
the meeting with prayer. 

The next session meeting will be held April 19, at 7 p.m., 
in Coover Lounge. 

Our Facebook page: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/   

Be sure to LIKE this page to stay updated! 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/
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Dear Friends, 

March 27, 2016, was a day of celebration for the Christians in Pakistan. We 
were celebrating the Resurrection day and also celebrating a day when it was 
a peaceful day for Christians. We celebrated Easter with sunrise service and 
then a service at 10.30 a.m. The churches were all jam-packed and the State 
provided us security through police. We all were so thankful to God for His 
safety. At 6.30 p.m., we were all at home at 151 Raza Block Allama Iqbal Town. 
Our house was also packed with Javaid’s four sisters and their husbands and 
some of their children who had come to attend a wedding from America when 
we heard a big blast. This blast was only a 5 minutes walk from our place. This 
is the place where Javaid and I usually go for a walk whenever time permits us. 
This is a place which is in a walking distance from where I took Elisha my granddaughter every other day when they 
were in Pakistan for Christmas, since it has many different kinds of swings too. This park attracts children more as it 
has different variety of birds and animals. This is the park where poor Christians and Muslims come to celebrate as 
many rides are free. On Easter and Christmas we would see a lot of Christians. 

The blast injured nearly 300 young parents and killed 72 all young parents and children who had brought their 
children to play. The lush green park was now covered with blood and dust.  

A Pakistan Taliban splinter group claimed responsibility for this deadly suicide attack, “We carried out this Lahore 
attack as Christians are our target,” as was told by this group by telephone from an undisclosed location. Punjab 
Chief Minister announced three days of mourning. 

This is a difficult time for us all. Many of our Christian brothers and sisters have lost their near and dear ones. A 
Christian family came with five children and three died in the blast. My immediate family is safe but this incident 
has really shaken us. We strongly believe that there is a day to die. We are not going to die of fear everyday.  

Life goes on with HOPE ,TRUST AND FAITH IN THE LORD. 

Office will be resumed from tomorrow.  

Please pray for Pakistan and also for Christians in Pakistan.  

A letter from Veda Gil,  
Executive Director of the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan 

May Day!  

Celebrating Friendship! 
Join Martha Circle as we remember the fun of May 
baskets and then explore the healing power of 
friends. Our program will be an interactive session 
so come prepared to share the joys and sorrow of 
friendship. What is a good friend? Why do I need 
friendships? What do I want from my friendships? 
What does the Lord have to say about friendship? 
All women of FPC are invited. Bring a friend! Mark 
your calendars for Wednesday, Aril 20. 
Refreshments will begin at 9 a.m. and our program 
will begin at 10 a.m. See you there! 

“We’re not done, yet!”  
Are you retired; maybe newly retired? Do you feel like 
you may be in a sort of “no man’s land,” at a loss for 
direction and purpose? Are you looking for what’s next 
in your life, and if so, is it with excitement, surprise, 
expectations, or none of the above? 

Would you like to be a part of a new, small group, 
sharing experiences of this particular time in their 
lives? Or maybe you have been retired for a while and 
feel you might have something to share with this 
group? 

We will be using Brene Brown’s book, “Daring 
Greatly,” to guide us in discussion of living to our full 
potential, courageously and vulnerable to God’s 
direction and blessings. 

Interested? Call me (Sherry Lohman 351-1872). 
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Used Stamps Collection is in 

Ryerson Fellowship Hall 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team is 
continuing to collect used postage stamps. They are 
sorted and sold, with the proceeds going to Mission 
Projects for the Presbytery PW. Please leave your 
used stamps in the box on the table in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall, and they 
will be taken to the 
Spring Workshop to be 
held at Washington, IA, 
on Thursday, April 21. 
Questions should be 
directed to Toni DeRyke, 
338-7687 or tjderyke@q.com 

Recycling Reminder 

In an effort to raise additional funds for the Pasrur 
Girls School in Pakistan, the Friends of Pasrur partner 
with EcoPhones Recycling Fundraiser to recycle 
electronic equipment.  
 

The following items are currently “hot” recyclable 
items: 

 Cell phones (Apple, Blackberry, Motorola, 
Nokia, etc.) 

 iPads and tablets 

 Laptop computers 

 Ink jet cartridges  

 Gold, silver, and platinum jewelry 

Please consider recycling these 
products as one way to contribute 
to the Pasrur Girls School. Look for 
the plastic tub receptacle in the 
Mission Ministry corner of Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

Young at Harp 
 

Women’s Spring Brunch April 30, 10:30  
$10 per person, Ryerson Hall 

 

Enjoy a spring brunch and fellowship 
followed by an amazing program of music played by 7 harpists 

 

This is an intergenerational event 
Bring friends! 

Chamber Singers Concert on 

May 15 
 

Chamber Singers of Iowa City is celebrating its 
45th season, and is presenting its final concert 
of the year on Sunday, May 15. 

J.S. Bach’s “Magnificat” and “Ascension 
Oratorio” will be sung by the Chamber Singers 
and soloists, with orchestral accompaniment. 

The concert will be at Iowa City High Opstad 
Auditorium at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 15. Tickets 
are available online at 
www.icchambersingers.org, or at the door, and 
cost $17 for regular adult, $14 for seniors, and 
students are admitted free. Come and enjoy this 
wonderful music by J.S. Bach.  

For more info contact  
Carol Macon at 351-3847 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 
This small group comes together to 

share each other’s company while we 
knit and crochet. If you would like to join 
us, we would love to have you; we meet 
at Legacy Ridge from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

on Saturday mornings. 

http://www.icchambersingers.org
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Equipping Ministry 

COVENANT Bible Study  
You have been hearing about Covenant Bible Study a lot 
in 2016. It is a new to us in-depth Bible study made up 
of three 8 week segments of study. It is built around the 
study of the covenants that God established with his 
people starting in Genesis and continuing throughout 
the Bible.  

We now have two Covenant Bible Study groups: 

Monday at 6:30 – 8:00  Covenant Bible Study 1 has completed their first 
8 week segment of study and is now doing the second 8 week segment. 
There are 14 in this group 

Wednesday at 6:30 – 8:00  Covenant Bible Study 2 is just starting their 
first 8 week segment of study. There are 10 in this group.  

We hope to start another group this fall, so if you would like to receive 
info regarding the next class contact Judy Whitford at 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org or 319-351-2660.  

Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. in 
Coover Lounge. 
Join us as we 
continue our 
journey 
through the 
book of Revelation. Sadie May and 
Pastor Sam will lead this lively 
discussion. 

Come enjoy the fellowship, coffee 
and Word. 

Sunday Mornings in Ryerson Fellowship Hall 
Join us anytime between 8:45 – 10:15 a.m. for 
a light continental breakfast with activities for 
children, youth and adults. 

9:15–10:15 a.m.  

Early childhood (Pre K–K) faith development 
will continue in the Creation Station.  

Childcare is provided in the Nursery for 
children under 5. 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

June 19-24 a group of ten youth and three 
sponsors will be traveling to Rosebud 
Reservation, SD. 

We will have the opportunity to serve the 
people of the Rosebud Reservation through 
home improvement projects and facilitating 
a Kids Club program in the town of 

Parmelee. Throughout the week we will have opportunities to meet local residents who will share with us about 
life in their community. During the evenings our group will go on a hike in Fort Falls and learn more about archery 
and the culture of Rosebud through community partners. At the end of the week, we will reconnect with new 
friends from the community at a cookout. 

mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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“Due to circumstances beyond  
our control” we have decided  

we will have to cancel the  

KAH event on Saturday, April 23. 

  

TGIF: Farewell to Jim Cochrane 

 

Join us Friday evening April 22 for a TGIF: Farewell to Jim. Jim Cochrane, our youth director, will be moving 
back to Minnesota on May 1. He said the best send-off we could give him would be one really successful TGIF 
(Thank God It’s Fellowship) event. Translated that means lots of people. Mark the date on your calendar now 
and plan to attend. Do not bring presents; your presence is gift enough. We will start the evening with supper 
at 6 p.m. followed by fun and games. EVERYONE IS INVITED. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the narthex 
or RSVP to Judy Whitford at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org by April 17, so we can have enough food for 
everyone.  

Since Jim is a summer camp addict and Camp Wyoming needs many kinds of supplies, let’s collect supplies in 
his honor and deliver them to the camp before the summer season begins. The list of needed supplies is on 
the table in the Narthex. Let’s give Jim a fun send-off! 

FPC Book Club  

Invites You to Join Us 
April 27 from noon to 1 p.m. in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall to discuss 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 

 

Bring your lunch and share in the 
fellowship. For more information,  
contact Jan Walker at 358-6737. 

Eat Out Group 
 

 

 
 

 

Enjoy dinner at Blackstone 
 

Thursday, April 21 at 6 p.m. 
 

Contact Jane Skinner  

358-2862 

Upcoming Dates  
 

Martha Circle April 20, 9:30 a.m. 

Eve Circle May 3, 7:00 p.m. 

Spring Workshop Washington, IA, 
April 21  

Spring Brunch, April 30  

Synod Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women, June 15-18 

Camp Wyoming Fundraiser, 
October 8  

mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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Bob Youngquist was one of two 
recipients to receive the 2015 
Citizen of the Year award from 
the Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce during a 
recent awards banquet for his 
efforts in securing funding for 
the Washington Performing Arts 
and Event Center.  

Congratulations! 

New Members Spring 2016 

Patti Bahr 

Shari and Ron Cole 

Sue Maccarrillo 

In February, long-time FPC member, JuBELLation 
handbell choir member, and current Deacons’ 
chairperson Rhonda Barr, DPT, MA, received the 
Mary Sinnott Award for Clinical Excellence in Acute 
Care from the Acute Care Section of the American 
Physical Therapy Association at its annual business 
meeting in Anaheim, California. This award 
recognizes a physical therapist who has 
contributed to the overall development of acute 
care physical therapy as an effective and scientific 
profession, through program development, clinical 
research, and publication of articles related to 
acute care physical therapy. A physical therapist at The UIHC since 1976, 
Rhonda has been an advocate for early mobilization of patients in the 
critical care setting. In 2014, Physiotherapy Evidence Database 
(PEDro) selected her co-authored paper “Early physical and occupational 
therapy in mechanically ventilated, critically ill patients: a randomized 
control trial” (published in The Lancet in 2009) as one of the 15 most 
significant randomized controlled trials that influence the practice of 
physical therapy to ever be published. This paper was viewed to be a 
major contributor to a paradigm shift in beginning early mobilization 
and rehabilitation in the critical care setting. 

Sarah Bigaba, Alex Marsh, Cooper Kirschling and Brian Morris 

http://www.pedro.org.au/english/whats-new/top-15-trials/
http://www.pedro.org.au/english/whats-new/top-15-trials/
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Vacation Bible School at  

First Presbyterian Church 
June 13 – 17, 2016   9:00a.m. – 

Noon 

Registration Form 

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Church: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Age: _____    Birthdate: _____________ Last School Grade Completed: _________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Phone:  Home _________   Work _________  Cell _____________ 
 
Emergency Contacts: 
 Name: ___________________________________  Phone: _______________ 
 Name: ___________________________________  Phone: _______________ 
 
Names of Persons with Permission to Pick-up this child from VBS: 
 Name: _________________________  Relationship: ____________________ 
 Name: _________________________  Relationship: ____________________ 

Name: _________________________  Relationship: ____________________ 
 

Allergies/Medical information/Food Needs/Other Concerns: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Please return to: 
First Presbyterian Church Iowa City               2701 Rochester Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660                                                      www.firstpresiowacity.org 

Synod Gathering Of Presbyterian Women 
 

“Lord make me an instrument of your peace” 

 ~from the prayer of St. Francis of Asisi 

 

 

 

June 15-18, 2016, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

An exciting new venue for our Synod Gathering  

Find registration information on the PW information panel in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 



Page 16 First Presbyterian Church April 15 - May 15, 2016 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
except holidays or when announced 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 
 LITURGICAL ARTS 
Darlene Bergman 
darlene.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
  HANDBELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR 
Ednamae Fisher 
ednamae.fisher@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES INTERN 
Emily Guthe 
emily.guthe@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF JR & SR HIGH YOUTH 
Jim Cochrane 
jim.cochrane@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

INTERIM DIR. OF EQUIPPING MINISTRY 
Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Summer Adult Softball League 
 

It’s time to get the arms and legs loosened up as 
our FPC team will take the field at Coralville 
Creekside Park on Friday evening, April 29 to 
start the season. 


