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Advent Wreaths and
Potluck Breakfast, November 27
YOU’RE INVITED! Come celebrate the first
Sunday of Advent with your FPC friends and
family. We will be making Advent wreaths
and candles in Ryerson Fellowship Hall
during Koinonia (9:00-10:15). Join us for fun
crafts, activities, and decorating the
Christmas Tree as we welcome the Advent
season! The Fellowship Committee invites
you to a potluck at 8:45 that morning. The
committee will provide table service and beverages. We will split the
congregation into 2 groups, and if your last name begins with
A—R, Savory Dish (casserole, eggs, or meat)
S—Z, Sweet Dish (pastries, breads or fruit)
If you have questions, contact Leah Bergman at
319-351-2660

Organ Restoration Update
You may have noticed that some of your meetings in the
church got moved or rescheduled during the 2nd and 3rd
weeks of November. That was because our organ is
undergoing its final stage of the restoration process—tuning
and voicing. The tonal worker from the Casavant company
does this all by ear, so the church has tried to provide a
distraction-free environment in which to work. We are now
in the countdown phase to welcoming the organ back into
our worship services on Sunday, December 4. Join us that
day at 10:30 a.m. for a celebratory service to welcome the
beautiful tones of this instrument back into our space.
Inside this issue:
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Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you!

congregation we have through God’s Spirit! Our
stewardship campaign, on which we are now
God has blessed our congregation in amazing ways!
embarking, is our thanksgiving to God for all of
This past Sunday we celebrated the good news of a
God’s good gifts to us.
robust capital funds campaign ending in our
reaching our goal. New pledges continue to come
Sometimes thanksgiving is not about what lies
in, which is wonderful news in light of our
behind or what is happening now, but rather about
underestimation of some anticipated expenses and what lies ahead. As I write, the election looms
new building issues that have arisen. By some
large. I recall being told that the great Neoinformal estimates, perhaps we should have asked Orthodox theologian Karl Barth began writing his
for $1.3 million at the beginning of the campaign.
Church Dogmatics as he listened to the distant roar
Yet who would have thought that our congregation, of the guns of the First World War. The church of
gripped by the Spirit of God, would give according Jesus Christ, for 2000 years, has served her Lord
to its means and beyond its means to such an
faithfully while facing a variety of threats and
extent? And who knows? I am confident that
ministering to a host of needs. Depending on how
whatever we need to do God’s will, God will give
the election goes, we may also hear the sound of
us.
cannon fire in the distance, metaphorically if not
literally. However the election turns out, we can
If you have not yet made your pledge or gift, you
guarantee that many on the left and the right will
are encouraged to do so. This is not only due to
feel deeply disgruntled.
congregational need, but also for the sake of being
one community of faith and because of our
For these shadowy circumstances coming, you and
commitment to glorify God together!
I can also thank God for the many ways we will
have opportunities to serve in the future. The light
While we celebrate the campaign, we also
shines in the darkness, and I am sure that we will
celebrate new opportunities for ministry and
have every opportunity to let our light so shine
mission supported by our new staff persons (and
before men and woman that they will see our good
encouraged by old war horses like me). Our
works and give glory to God.
experimental Koinonia program, held right after
our 8:45 a.m. Sunday morning breakfast, continues So I face this season with gratitude, hope and joy.
to provide us with learning and joy for persons of
God, who has begun a good work in us through
all ages. The youth attending youth ministry
Jesus Christ, will bring it to completion. We have
activities are growing in faith, and coming behind in nothing to fear and nothing to dread: The One who
age are a number of middle-school and younger
is for us is much greater than all that is arrayed
children. This past Sunday 15 young children filled against us. Thanks be to God, who gives us the
our nursery! Our worship remains vibrant due to
victory through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
our wonderful musicians. Thanks to our mission
Your pastor,
and outreach efforts, we are increasingly becoming
a diverse congregation dedicated to seeking first
Sam
the realm of God locally and globally. Repeatedly I
hear God being thanked for our caring ministry.
What more can I say? What an exciting

Youth Choir and Alumni to sing at Oaknoll

O

n Sunday, December 18, our Youth Choir and alumni of the choir will lead worship at Oaknoll
Retirement Center. The service, which consists of readings, anthems and carols, is an annual
event and one that both the youth and Oaknoll residents look forward to each year. This will mark
the 17th year that our Youth have led this service. In fact it’s such a well-loved tradition that in
recent years our choir alumni have made it a priority to come back and join the choir.
The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving
in time for the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go out for pizza and plan to arrive back at the
church by 9 p.m., where parents can pick up members of the choir. The congregation are always
welcome to come and worship at the Oaknoll Youth-led service.
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A Pageant for EVERYONE!
December 18

Special Advent Worship Services
On Sunday, December 4 we will
welcome our newly refurbished
organ back into worship in a
celebratory worship service at
10:30 a.m. Come and hear the
long awaited sounds of this
beautiful instrument!

9:00 a.m.
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall

Christmas Pageants have been occurring in

The sanctuary choir will be
singing select movements form
C.P.E. Bach’s Magnificat during 10:30 a.m. worship on
Sunday, December 11. Hear the words of Mary’s song
in a new way on the 3rd Sunday of Advent.
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve candlelight services at 4:30 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. Extended prelude at 6:30 p.m. by organ and
instruments.
Sunday, December 25
Informal worship service with communion at 10:30
a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Bring an instrument
to play along with Christmas carols!

Youth Choir
Fall Rehearsal Schedule

Youth Choir will meet every Thursday during
December. The schedule is as follows:
Thursday, November 17
7:30-8:30 p.m.

churches for years. They are a great way to teach the
Christmas story to children as they take on the roles of the
Holy Family or the angels and the shepherds. But it’s also an
important opportunity for all of us, whether old or young, to
create a memory so that the story becomes our own.
That’s why this year’s pageant will involve EVERYONE! Similar
to last year, again this year the pageant will take on the flavor
of those you may have experienced as a child. Even our adults
will have the opportunity to be a wise guy, or an angel, or
even an ass. Or if you’d rather, you can “boo” when Herod is
announced, read a poem, say a verse, or simply join in the
singing of the carols. The pageant will take place in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall during the Koinonia. hour at 9:00 a.m. (not
during worship as in some past years). We’ll gather around
tables for Christmas treats at 8:45 a.m. and then we’ll be
assigned our parts and costumes. We’ll re-enact the “first
Christmas story” with costumes, verses, carols, and plenty of
laughter.
If you would like to help coordinate the pageant, or serve as
one of the adult “animal herders,” let Leah Bergman know by
calling the church office or emailing
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.

Come sing with the Sanctuary Choir!
We want YOU to come sing with us!
Sanctuary Choir is a warm,
welcoming, and supportive group of
singers who help with music
leadership most Sundays at the
10:30 a.m. worship service.

Thursday, December 1, 8, 15
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 22
6:00-8:30 p.m., Rehearsal for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Party
Saturday, December 24
3:30-5:30 p.m., Youth Choir sings in 4:30 Christmas
Eve service
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Rehearsals are Wednesdays from
7-8:30 p.m. Now is a great time to check it out as we start
practicing for the season of Advent. You are always welcome
to drop in and see what it’s all about!
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Equipping Ministry
“For where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.”
-Matthew 18:20

The Way
4th–6th grade Youth Group
Thursday, December 8
6:00–8:30 p.m. The Way is invited to help decorate
cookies for the annual cookie walk

EVERY SUNDAY, 9-10:15 a.m.

Thursday, December 22
What is “Koinonia?”

6:00–8:30 p.m. Christmas Eve rehearsal,
Christmas Party!

That’s the name for our new intergenerational Sunday
School format. Koinonia is a Greek word that means “to
be in community with other Christians.”

Toys Needed!

November
Theme: “Being Thankful”
Scripture texts: Exodus 15:1-19, Luke 17:12-19
Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 27

Learning and exploring all together in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall
Break-Out Sessions
Mission
1st Sunday of Advent
Wreath Making and Advent activities

December
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
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Items needed:




Learning and exploring all together in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall
Break-Out Sessions
Old Fashioned Christmas Pageant

Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 10:30 a.m. Worship in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall. No Koinonia.
Jan. 8

The nursery is in need of
some more toys. If you are
interested in donating one
or more of these items,
please contact Leah
Bergman to make sure the
item is appropriate.

Regular Koinonia Schedule resumes







Toy vehicles
Fisher Price Rollin’ Ramps car garage
Dollhouse
Dolls and furniture for dollhouse
Duplo Legos
Riding and push toys
Stacking, Lacing, and Sorting toys
Baby specific toys (washable, for 3-24 mos.)

For more information:
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 319-351-2660
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First’s Family
The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of
church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline
for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th
of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be
submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you!

December 1-15

November 15-30
15
16
16
17
18
19
19
21
21
21
22
23
23
23
24
24
25
26
29
29
29
29

1
2
4
4
7
7
7
7
10
10
11
12
14
14
14
15
15

Nick McMillan
David Stochl
Ron Cole
Joel Kasiriba
Carol Tippe
Craig Gustaveson
Tom Martin
Norvall Clemons
Ed Cranston
Barb Davis
Mary Jo Keith
Sarah Bigaba
Jim Heims
Richard Van Rheeden
Heather Fay
Leann Graves
Jeff Foster
Grace Kirschling
Stephanie Brentner
Lily Chong
Anthony McMillan
Kathy Smith

Sharon Oglesby
Jessica Wagner
Carter Hand
Calvin Martin
Sue Farran
Cathe Franz
Mig Judiesch
Neva Wagner
Carrie Christensen
Doris Preucil
Liz Degner
Rick Boland
Jon Gustaveson
Amy Hackman
Kenneth Noble
Greg Smith
Jeri Smith

Taylor Mayne’s Senior Recital
Friday, November 18, 5:30 p.m.

Voxman School of Music recital hall
Taylor has been singing with and assistant
conducting the sanctuary choir as the student intern.
You are invited to support him at his senior recital.

John Phipps, Hazel Long,
Sharon VanDusseldorp and
Bob Mikelson

Advent calendars are available
on the narthex table to share. On the back of the Advent
calendar are the FPC Advent highlights. Share an invitation!
Remember the festive guest bags on the narthex welcome
desk to also share at this time of giving!
Let’s make sure all visitors, friends and
returning family know they are welcome!
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Gifts for Parents – Donations & Volunteers Needed
This annual event, sponsored by the Consultation of Religious Communities, gives children in
Iowa City an opportunity to experience the Joy of Giving. Children ages 3–14 get to “shop”
for gifts to be given to significant adults in their lives. Volunteers help the children choose
presents from among items donated by you for these adults. Other volunteers wrap the
gifts. All enjoy a free pancake breakfast provided by St. Mark’s United Methodist Men, on
Saturday December 3, at 9:00 a.m. until noon. St. Mark’s United Methodist Church is located
at 2675 E. Washington St.
Beginning Sunday, November 6, through November 30, using the collection box in Ryerson Fellowship Hall,
please donate new or gently used items suitable as a gift for an adult, such as kitchen gadgets, tools, Hawkeye
items, wallets, knick-knacks, costume jewelry, flashlights, etc. No clothing please. Also needed are large shopping
bags with handles and gift-sized boxes. Our donations will be delivered to St. Mark’s on Thursday, December 1, in
the afternoon.
Volunteer opportunities at St. Marks: Set-up Day, Dec. 2, 8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.; Distribution Day, Dec. 3 (enjoy
pancakes beginning at 8:00 a.m.; 1st shift at 8:30–10:30 a.m.; 2nd shift at 10:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.), help kids choose
presents or be a gift wrapper (please bring scissors). For further information, contact John Barr at
BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213.

Five FPC members have become US citizens during the
past 3 months! Please welcome each!

Milord and Syphoriana Mahinga with
children Leticia and Jesse.

Edmond Bigaba
Moses and Meli Kasiriba
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October 2016 Session Highlights
-respectfully submitted by Nancy Weber, clerk of session
The session met October 18, 2016 in Coover
Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Sam called the
meeting to order and lit the Christ candle. Elder
Nancy Gardner read from Colossians, and led us
in prayer. We welcomed staff member Anna
Sheetz.
A letter from Rebecca Blair, stated clerk of
Presbytery, thanking FPC for hosting a meeting
for clerks of session on October 15, 2016, was
read. The following events were noted: On Sept.
25, 2016, Billie Mae Feagins, daughter of Emily
and John Feagins, was baptized. On Sept. 24,
2016, Joel Hurt and Allison Morgan, were
married at Kent Park, with the Rev. Meg Wagner
officiating. On Oct. 7, 2016, Joe Zajicek passed
away. A graveside memorial was held on Oct. 11,
2016 at Oakland Cemetery in Solon, with Pastor
Sam Massey officiating.
Larry Bruner stated that we are in good shape
financially at this time. Elder Dale Kraus said the
Finance Committee has accepted and approved
the financial report from Clifton/Larson/Allen,
and has agreed with almost all of their
recommendations.
Session approved a motion to postpone for one
month acceptance of the report. Dale had copies
of the report and made them available to
session. The report, and Finance’s response to
the report, will also be emailed to session.
For the coming year, Finance will do an internal
review rather than contracting out. There are
qualified folks on the committee.
Minutes of the September 20, 2016 stated
session meeting were approved. A
Congregational meeting was scheduled for
November 13, 11:30 a.m. to elect new elders,
deacons, nominating committee members, and
an endowment committee member to serve
beginning January, 2017.
Session approved Worship and Celebration’s
recommendation that worship services be held
on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day (both
Sundays) at 10:30 a.m.
There was a short discussion about the issue of
seeking Presbytery approval for the remodeling.
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One of our elders is chairperson of the presbytery’s board
of trustees, and along with stated clerk Dr. Rebecca Blair,
will make sure we are in good order.
Finance chair and Elder Dale Kraus said that most all
budget requests have been submitted to the committee.
Session called a special session meeting for Tuesday,
Oct.25, 6 p.m., for the purpose of approval of budget
reports to pass on to Stewardship, to give full information
to the congregation.
Reports concerning the capital campaign were very
positive. It is going very well, so far. We are close to the
target. Elder Kraus said that in speaking with potential
donors, they encountered folks who should be followed
up on because they were in need. Pastor Sam asked to
have that info so that he can follow up.
Elder Dan Thedens spoke about Administration and
Personnel’s thinking in light of the implementation of
likely FLSA mandates. $47,500 plus employee costs is
what one FTE would cost the church. $20K is what we
would need to offset these mandated extra expenses in
2017. More on this next month.
A note of thanksgiving to Meg Ketterer for her service will
be written by clerk of session. Meg is retiring from chairing
Worship and Celebration at the end of this year.
Elder Ben Nicholson reported that Endowment is willing to
help with the capital campaign as well as the FLSA too.
The corpus will not be touched, just the income.
Session approved the deacon request, originated by
Pastor Sam, to “extend the table of the Lord.” The Book of
Order citation for the practice of allowing ordained
officers to take the Lord’s Supper to congregants, outside
of full worship services and without a teaching elder
present, was listed in the motion and discussed.
Session approved the EDGE youth group’s holding a
fundraiser to benefit the 2017 summer mission trip to
Asheville Youth Mission. This event will be a December
babysitting so that parents can Christmas shop without
their children. EDGE youth group will be responsible for
planning activities, lunch, and crafts, with the help of the
youth group leaders and volunteers.
Elder Judy Terry closed us in prayer.
The next session meeting will be held November 15, 2016,
at 7 p.m., in Coover Lounge.
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Seconds for Stewardship
Worship and Celebration Ministry

O

n behalf of the Ministry for Worship and Celebration, we welcome you to another service of worship
at the First Presbyterian Church of Iowa City! Actually, this Ministry ALWAYS welcomes you to
worship, but often the ways in which we welcome you are not obvious.
Look around at what you see, hear, taste:
 Bibles and hymnals
 Banners and paraments
 Bulletins
 Lay reader, lay leader, ushers, leaders for the Time with Children
 Communion elements and servers
 Sound technology and lighting
 Organ and piano music
 Youth and Sanctuary Choirs, Handbell Choir, Instrumental ensembles
 Coffee fellowship supplies, service and servers
All of these things and more are provided in part by your generous monetary gifts through stewardship and
partly by the work of congregational volunteers; they are all coordinated by your Worship and Celebration
Ministry Team. This ministry recently hired a new staff person and is eager to continue the tradition of
excellent worship at FPC. To continue this important ministry your support is needed. Please consider
volunteering for one or more of these opportunities to serve. Most often, these are one-time commitments.
We ask for your support to foster the vital worship and fellowship opportunities that we all value here at
FPC. You are welcome to contact Leah Bergman, or any member of the FPC office staff with questions or
interest.

Equipping Ministry

This

has been an exciting 6 months for the Equipping Ministry. There has been a total overhaul
in staffing that has brought us 4 new positions. We are asking for an increase in the
Equipping Ministry budget in support of the exciting new and ongoing ministry opportunities being
offered to the FPC community. These include:
 Koinonia: Our weekly Sunday morning intergenerational hour. This is gathering young
families, youth, and adults to learn about our faith in multiple ways. From interactive
programming with music and acting to small-group discussions and activities, this has been a
hit this Fall, so we can’t wait to see what happens next year!
 Mission Trips: Our youth group has been steadily growing in interaction and attendance. This
means that instead of one high school mission trip, this year will open this opportunity up to
a host of 7-12 graders. The Rock, our junior high students, will attend DOOR Chicago this
spring. The EDGE, our high school students, will spend a week at Asheville Youth Mission
over the summer. New this year, we also have a Confirmation retreat at Camp Stronghold in
January.
 General Programming: Equipping Ministry will offer programs for all ages, including
confirmation, adult Bible studies, small groups for youth, and multiple family programming
events. We look forward to providing opportunities for everyone at FPC in 2017.
Thank you for your time and consideration. We pray that we can be good stewards of this campaign as
we look forward to 2017.
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Seconds for Stewardship
Servanthood Ministry
The planning by our Servanthood Ministry (comprised of the Mission and Outreach Committees) for 2017
has been guided by FPC’s one-and-a-half-year long-term strategic planning process, and is specifically
directed towards Strategic Goal #2: Engage First Presbyterian Church with need-driven, collaborative
community reconciliation projects.
Among the top ten FPC program priority categories recently ranked by the Strategic Planning Committee,
our proposed programming for the coming year is most closely aligned with the following priority categories:

support for at-risk local people (ranked #2);

social justice (#5);

immigrant integration (#6);

support of at-risk people (Pakistan, ranked #9);

support other national & international people (ranked #10).
Specific programs proposed for 2017, related to these five priority categories include:
1. On going support for and commitment to Iowa City / Johnson County need-based community
programs and organizations ranging from the Crisis Center (and its food bank), to the Free Lunch
Program, to the Shelter House, to United Action for Youth (UAY).
2. Collaborating with our Equipping and Worship & Celebration Ministries on external social justice
events.
3. Further solidifying our relationship with Holy Jerusalem Pentecost Church (HJPC) through the FPC/
HJPC Guiding Board’s ministry partnership. HJPC continues to use our facilities for choir practice and
worship.
4. Helping local refugees integrate into the Johnson County community by working with local, state &
federal organizations to have them provide English literacy classes, cultural orientation, job /
behavioral skills, and affordable housing.
5. Collaborate with the Presbyterian Women to sponsor an intergenerational “Take Away HungerIowa” ready meal packing event for international distribution.
Proposed funding for the Servanthood Ministry in 2017 would have 71% allocated for local, 17% for
international, and 12% for state-oriented programs.
Your prayerful consideration of and pledge to the 2017 Stewardship Campaign will allow these proposed
plans to become a reality, benefitting those in need and at-risk on local, state and international levels.

Need Thanksgiving Dessert? Let us help you!
Fruit Turnovers for Sale
Sunday, November 20
$3.50 each or 3 for $10

Eve Circle women are coordinating the making of a variety of fruit turnovers on
Saturday, November 19 to be sold at church on Sunday November 20.
Proceeds to the Capital Campaign.

Anyone is welcome to help bake on the 19th at 9:00 a.m. Join us!
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The December Thursday Potluck

The Edge, the Rock, the Way, and the Parent Class Christmas party will be
held Thursday, December 22. Please bring a dish to share, be ready for
some fun, and join the final rehearsal for the Christmas Eve Service!

Asheville Youth
Mission

Winter Family Fun

June 25–30, 2017
EDGE Youth Group
Deposit and information sheets are by
November 20.
Please contact Anna for questions or
scholarship information.

The First Presbyterian Church is having a family
winter trip! The weekend of January 13-15,
2017 join us as we play, worship, and grow
together at Camp Wyoming. Thank you for
signing up to join us! There is still room if you
are interested in joining us. Look for your
information packet via email any day now!
Please contact Anna or Leah with more
questions.
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For more information contact anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org

What are
YOU

bringing to the Bazaar?

Cookie Walk and Bazaar
Saturday, December 10
Sign up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall
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2016 Women’s Retreat
Saturday, October 29 the 5th Annual Laughter and Latte Women’s
Retreat was held at FPC from 8:30 – 3:30.
Thirty-three women participated in this fun-filled day of getting to
know women of FPC and beyond. Our theme this year was “Let
Your Light Shine!” The scripture for the day was Matthew 5:13-16.
All of our discussions, activities and worship centered on this
challenge. We collected items to donate to the Domestic Violence
Intervention Program; we made two lap blankets to donate; our
lunch was catered by a young man hoping to start his own
business soon; we made beautiful cards to send to someone we need to reconnect with; we listened to life
stories of other women in the group; we walked the Labyrinth; we cared for ourselves by taking some quiet
time to color Mandalas; we received temporary tattoos of light symbols; we laughed together playing board
games; we had discussions about what it means to be like salt and light as suggested in the scripture; and we
worshipped together.
At the closing worship each person was ask to share one thing they would do in the coming months to let their
light shine at home, at church, at work, in their community and around the world. Take a moment to read
Matthew 5:13-16. How can you let your light shine at home, at church, at work, in your community and around
the world?

Note from Pastor Sam

Volunteering on Sunday Mornings

Last week I shopped at the little local HyVee store up
Rochester from the church. The employees were busy
taking down Halloween gear and putting up the Christmas
paraphernalia. I asked the clerk, “Where are the turkeys?
Do you remember a time when we paused between
Halloween and Christmas and put up a turkey here or
there?” He looked at me sympathetically and said, “This is
just what they send me, man.” “Maybe its Black Friday,” I
offered. “Maybe Black Friday squeezed Thanksgiving out.”
“This is just what they send me, man,” he said again with a
sigh, as if he had dealt with this question before. Wishing to
mollify him, I stated as sincerely as I could, “I don’t blame
you.” “Thanks man,” he said with a smile, “This is just what
they send me.”

Please consider volunteering to be a Lay Leader
and Lay Reader during the 10:30 a.m. Sunday
worship. This is a wonderful way to be a
meaningful part of the worship service at First
Presbyterian Church! Directions and readings
are sent to you 2 weeks before your volunteer
Sunday arrives. You can choose to be a Lay
Leader or a Lay Reader or you can volunteer to
do both. We would love to have you join in
leading the worship service with Pastor Sam!
Please contact Sue Van Duyn-Phipps if you
would like to find out more or would like to
volunteer. Sue’s contact information is:
sue.cross@q.com or 338-4132.

Let’s take a moment the next week or two, and not just
accept what is sent our way. Thanksgiving is a time to lift
our gaze a bit to look beyond the given to the Giver. It is
also the opportunity to ask if what is sent our way by
others is actually good for us. Perhaps we need to be a bit
more discerning about what we accept, unpack and place
prominently on the shelves of our lives. Does what others
see there truly represent who we want to be and who God
created us to be?
I ask God that our Thanksgiving be a joyous one. Please
pray for those serving overseas and those separated from
loved ones. Let us pray also for God’s wisdom. Not all that
glitters is gold.
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Eat Out Group
Enjoy dinner at Blackstone
Thursday, Nov. 17 at 6 p.m.
Contact Louise Larew
341-8361

November 15-December 15, 2016

One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.
Education is the only solution.
Malala Yousafzai
Pasrur Scholarships
Every year at this time, the Friends of Pasrur collects money for scholarships for the girls at the Christian
Boarding House in Pasrur, Pakistan. Impoverished Christian girls are able to attend the school through the
generous support of their sponsors.
Members of our church have generously sponsored all 100 girls in the past and each year we hope (and pray)
that our donors will be able to make this possible again. At this time, we have a ways to go to meet that goal.
You can support a full or partial scholarship. All amounts will be gratefully acknowledged.
Please consider renewing your sponsorship or contributing for the first time this year. The cost is $500 for a girl
in kindergarten through the 10th grade and $750 for a girl in 11th or 12th grade. We hope you will consider
contributing to this worthy goal.

FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us

The book club will meet in Ryerson Fellowship Hall from Noon - 1 p.m.
November 30: Me Before You by Jojo Moyes
Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.
For more information, contact Jan Walker at 358-6737.
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Celebrate
the Season with us
Highlights:
Sunday, November 27 ~ 9:00 Advent Activities
Sunday, December 4 ~ 10:30 a.m. Service in Celebration of newly refurbished organ
Saturday, December 10 ~ 9:00-11:30 a.m. 30th Annual Cookie Walk and Bazaar
Sunday, December 11 ~ 10:30 a.m. C.P.E. Bach Magnificat
Sunday, December 18 ~ 9:00 a.m. Old Fashioned Christmas Pageant
Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
Early Service
4:30-5:15 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Youth Choir

Later Service
6:30-7:00 p.m. Organ & Instrumental Prelude
7:00-8:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Sanctuary Choir and String Ensemble

Sunday, December 25 ~
10:30 a.m. One Service with Communion in the Ryerson Fellowship Hall

Sunday, January 1 ~
10:30 a.m. One Service in the Ryerson Fellowship Hall

Sunday, January 8 ~
8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion
8:45 a.m. Light Breakfast served
9:00 a.m. Koinonia
10:30 a.m. Worship

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
Mark your calendar to join us
at Legacy Senior Living from
9 – 11a.m. on Saturdays
We will not be gathering on:
November 26 – Happy Thanksgiving
More info:
Tammy Schroeder 351-2660
or Carol Macon 351-3847
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Have no fear… if you missed the current New
Member Class, another one begins February
12. For more information contact Pastor Sam
at sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org or
Tammy Schroeder at
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org or
by calling the office at 351-2660.

Give Glory to God, recognize a loved one, and
beautify our sanctuary this Christmas!
This is your opportunity to give in memory of or in honor of a loved one towards the flowering plants which
Glorify God and add to the beauty of our Sanctuary this Christmas.
Simply fill out and return to the church office with your donation by December 11, 2016.
Please place ________ flowering plant(s) ($15.00 each requested donation) in our church sanctuary.
This gift is made to the Glory of God!
In honor of _____________________________________________
OR
In memory of ___________________________________________
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church
Name
______________________________________________________________
Address:
______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________ or Email
________________________________________
We are purchasing 25 plants. You may take your plant home after the 7 pm Christmas Eve service.
Total donations in excess of the amount needed to purchase flowers will be given to the Deacons Emergency
Fund.
This gift is made to the Glory of God! The Deacons wish to recognize your generosity, thank you. All gifts and
memorials will be acknowledged in the Christmas bulletin. Questions: contact Sue Van Duyn-Phipps at 338-4132
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First Presbyterian Church
2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

First Presbyterian Church Staff
MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Leah Bergman
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP,
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS
Erin Landsee
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
ORGANIST
Melissa Moll
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org

MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &
SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS
Anna Sheetz
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF YOUTH,
ADULT & SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS
Judy Whitford
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
CARE ASSOSCIATE
Sherry Lohman
sherry.lohman@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org

R—Right Relationships
E—Equipping
A—Attention
L—Learning
M—Mission

Our Mission:
“Empowered by the Holy Spirit, to share the Word of God
through Jesus Christ and to live lives of justice, mercy and faith.”
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