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Sunday, December 18 ~ 9 a.m. Old-Fashioned Christmas Pageant 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 ~ Christmas Eve 

 Early Service  

 4:30-5:15 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Youth Choir and String Ensemble 

 Later Service 
 6:30-7:00 p.m. Organ and String Ensemble Prelude 
 7:00-8:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Sanctuary Choir and String Ensemble 
 

Sunday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day Worship 
 One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall (no Koinonia) 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 ~ Sunday after Christmas Worship 

 One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall (no Koinonia) 

A Pageant for EVERYONE! 
December 18, 2016 

 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Pageants have been occurring in churches for 

years. They are a great way to teach the Christmas story to children 
as they take on the roles of the Holy family or the angels and the 
shepherds. But it’s also an important opportunity for all of us, 
whether old or young, to create a memory so that the story 
becomes our own.  

That’s why this year’s pageant will involve EVERYONE! Similar to last 
year, again this year the pageant will take on the flavor of those you 
may have experienced as a child. Even our adults will have the 
opportunity to be a wise guy, or an angel, or even an ass. Or if you’d 
rather, you can “boo” when Herod is announced, read a poem, say a 
verse, or simply join in the singing of the carols. The pageant will 
take place in Ryerson Fellowship Hall during Koinonia time at 9:15 
a.m. (not during worship as in some past years). We’ll gather around 
tables for Christmas treats at 8:45 a.m. and then we’ll be assigned 
our parts and costumes. We’ll re-enact the “first Christmas story” 
with costumes, verses, carols, and plenty of laughter.  

If you would like to help coordinate the pageant or serve as one of 
the adult “animal herders,” let Leah Bergman know by calling the 
church office or emailing leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org. 
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The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! This letter 
starts out with weather and climate, and ends up with 
Christmas. Try to stay with me . . .  

I concur: Anyone with science sense, and without a 
personal agenda, should recognize that climate change is 
real and a threat. Yet I also recognize that over the years 
there have been winters that were unseasonably warm. 
My freshman year of high school, the last school day 
before Christmas break and the first day of winter, the 
central Illinois temperature soared to 65 degrees at 7 a.m. 
in the morning. After the basketball team meeting 
following school, I went home in 30 degree weather and 
to a mess in the backyard. A micro tornado had come 
through, knocking down trees and redistributing garbage. 
That was the storm that took the roof off the cathouse.  

It had been the doghouse, but the dog refused to take 
residence, so in warmer weather and cool nights it 
provided shelter to my two cats, Baucis and Philemon. 
Baucis, the female, was a deep shade of black/brown and 
was the smarter of the two. She was my favorite. 
Philemon, a huge black and white male, looked like he 
wore a tux and in personality proved to be little more than 
an empty suit. I had fancied their home with insulation 
and toys, and they seemed to appreciate their residence. 
But the storm snatched the roof off of it while Baucis and 
Philemon were in it.  

Baucis took off and ended up two houses down and 
trapped by a dog in a window well. I found her by 
following the sound of her plaintive cries punctuated by 
dog barks. I found Philemon still in the cathouse, seated 
uncomfortably. The gentle rain struck him in the head and 
rolled off of his nose, and he returned my gaze with a look 
of puzzlement and long blinks. It was as if his eyes said, “I 
can’t quite put my paw on it, but it seems like something 
has changed, and not for the good.” 

Here is a layman’s explanation: Tornados happen when 
systems of high and low pressure, when air masses of 
varying temperatures, come together. The energy 
between them must be equalized, and the greater the 
extremes, the greater the violence to restore the balance: 
a balance in the force, so to speak. Climate change 
promises even more extreme weather and perhaps 
eventually permanent cases of it, similar to the Great Red 

Spot on Jupiter. Climate change has 
already caused more than weather 
shifts: The great human migrations 
out of places like Syria, with the rise 
of ISIS and accompanying violence, are due to the human 
quest for food because rising temperatures have ruined 
harvests and created hunger. Whether we notice it or not, 
climate change promises noisy, life-altering events to our 
future world.  

God’s entry into the world arrived as a noisy event, at 
least according to the Scriptures. Noise is not always 
measured as sound, of course. The migration of Mary and 
Joseph, the reshuffling of the shepherds’ priorities, the 
hasty travel preparations of scholars coming a distance, 
and the shaking of political power in Jerusalem: All of 
these events gave notice that two powers, two forces, 
were colliding with each other. Pressure confronted 
pressure. The gentle breeze of the Spirit would build into 
tornadic-force winds that would eventually tear through 
the thought worlds of Judea, Greece, Rome and Asia 
Minor . . . and beyond.  

It may be fitting that each year Christmas comes with a 
mad flurry of activities on our part. Already retailers are 
having a banner year. Shopping and decorating may be 
our little way of making some commemorative breeze and 
noise.  

Yet I propose that this year in particular we transcend 
seasonal busyness and instead meditate on the lesson 
learned long ago. God’s authentic peace, the one that 
comes through Jesus Christ, only arrives through God’s 
confrontation with evil, God’s love opposing injustice, and 
God’s powerful hope giving liberation in the face of stifling 
oppression. We humans sow the wind and reap the 
whirlwind (Hosea 8:7), and I believe this coming year will 
prove no exception. The trees will fall and the cathouse be 
shattered. We may want to flee or sit still dumbfounded, 
but faith calls for a different response. 

I wish you for you and me more than a pleasant holiday. I 
wish for us God’s peace to finally prevail, at whatever cost. 

With love and blessings, 

Your Pastor, Sam 

Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church, 

The Stewardship Committee would like to express our gratitude for your timely submission of the pledge 
cards. We know that this campaign has trodden on the heels of the capital campaign and is happening 
later in the year than is usually the case. The result of the closeness of the campaigns is that Session is 
working against the calendar to finalize the 2017 budget. Your diligence in providing your pledge will 
allow this work to be completed on schedule. If you did not make a pledge on commitment Sunday 
(December 4), please drop your card by the church office as soon as possible. 

God bless you all, 
Stewardship   
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Deacon Services 

FPC’s Board of Deacons has primary responsibility for coordinating and overseeing FPC’s caring and compassion 
ministries. Below are some of the caring ministries that the Deacons provide. Please let us know if the Deacons 
can help you in any way or if you are able to serve others in need. 

Neighborhood Deacon Pairs – Each member of the 
FPC community has two Deacons who serve as direct 
contacts for assistance, based on location of 
residences into nine neighborhoods.  

Hospital Visitation – Several deacons assist the 
pastor with hospital visits. If your loved one wants a 
hospital visit, please contact the church office at 351-
2660.  

Cards – Significant life events are remembered by 
the Deacons with a mailed card.  

Transportation – Rides are available to/from your 
home for 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship. Please contact 
the church office at 351-2660 to be connected with a 
driver. You may also contact the church office if you 
want to volunteer to be added to the driver pool.  

Valet Parking – When you would like someone else 
to park your car, valet service is available at the main 
entrance approximately 20 minutes prior to the 
10:30 a.m. Sunday worship service. 

Caring Connection – Short-term help due to illness 
(i.e., meals, laundry, respite, and transportation) is 
available through congregational volunteers. To 
request Caring Connection assistance, please contact 
your Deacon Pair directly, the church office at 351-
2660 or visit the church website.  

Casseroles-On-Call – Frozen entrees are kept in the 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall storage room freezer for 
anyone (Yes, ANYONE) to take at any time for any 
reason to be shared with anyone.  

Electronic Prayer Chain – Anyone can request prayer via 
the church website. To ask to be added to the electronic 
prayer chain, please also use this link. 

Care Packages – Deacons fill and send care packages 
twice a year to members who are college students and 
military personnel. 

Deacon Support Team – Deacons assist members from 
the sidewalk into the sanctuary, as needed, on Sunday 
mornings. They also collect prayer requests and the 
fellowship pad information, help welcome visitors, and 
oversee distribution and upkeep of hearing 
augmentation devices.  

Servanthood Ministry 

The Wondrous Gift Is Given:  
Our Christmas Joy Offering on December 18 

This offering distributes gifts 50/50 to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and racial ethnic 
education and leadership development. The Assistance Program provides integral financial support to church 
workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, such as the Pan American School and 
Spellman College, provide education and spiritual leadership while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. 

In 2015, $1.1 million was used to provide financial support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian 
church workers in their time of need; an additional $1 million was used to provide education, enabling students 
to attend Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to develop leadership skills. Your gifts allow 
these ministries, which Presbyterians have carried out for decades, to continue. 

This year our Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 18. Your prayerful consideration to 
share a wondrous gift is greatly appreciated. 
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First Presbyterian Women Donate to Local Charitable Organizations 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team is pleased to announce that PW has been able to generously 
support 9 different local charitable organizations this year. Successful fundraising efforts such as the Cookie 
Walk and Bazaar and the Spring Book and Bake Sale along with generous pledges to the Eve and Martha Circles 
has allowed us to send $1,000 to each of the following organizations: 

 Operation BackPack/HACAP Food Reservoir to support our partnership with the Lucas Elementary 
Operation Backpack program 

 Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Iowa City 

 Mayor’s Youth Empowerment Program for use at its local residential facilities 

 Systems Unlimited to go toward the purchase of a wheelchair-accessible van 

 Common Fund of The Consultation of Religious Communities 

 The Bird House, Hospice Home of Johnson County 

 Iowa City’s Shelter House 

In addition, Iowa City’s Four Oaks organization received half of the proceeds from the spring book sale. Youth 
from Four Oaks assisted with setting up and tearing down the book sale. This year’s event was the second most 
successful in the history of the sale, raising more than $650 for Four Oaks. 

For the past two years PW has generously supported the purchase of food 
for the First Presbyterian Free Lunch team by budgeting $1,000 for 
purchases made throughout the year. This allows the team to serve nearly 
150 very nice meals to the Free Lunch guests on the third Thursday of 
every month throughout the year. 

The PW Coordinating Team is grateful for the support of the congregation 
and the church staff in our various fundraising efforts that have allowed us 
to support these organizations. Most of these organizations also benefit 
from donations of time and talents of First Presbyterian members. Your 
generosity and considerable abilities do not go unnoticed. 

Note from Pastor Sam 

As I look back at all the gifts of this amazing year, many of my thanksgivings center around all of you. You have 
borne up patiently through a series of staff transitions that appear to have finally ended and left us in a very good 
position. I am so grateful for your marvelous welcome of our gifted new staff friends: Leah Bergman, Erin Landsee, 
Anna Sheetz, Judy Whitford and our new childcare workers. Granted, some of these folks are not so new to us! 
You have also continued to offer hospitality to the rest of us who may be beginning to feel a bit like old war horses.  

You have participated in the worship of God and programs designed to grow your faith. In person and with 
resources, you have supported God’s missions and ministries in the world. You have invited guests to church and 
shared with other people the miracles that God is doing in and through all of you here at First Presbyterian Church 
(and after all, it is a sorry frog who can’t croak over his own pond!).  

You have welcomed persons who are stranger, the immigrant and the marginalized into our midst.  

You have stepped up to do caring ministry, fellowship and office work with one another, and you have provided 
me with excellent officers and volunteers with which to laugh and labor.  

Consistently throughout this year, our giving has exceeded our expenditures, and your response to the Building 
Our Future Capital Funds Campaign was breathtaking.  

What other broad areas have I missed? I could type forever and still not completely capture the numerous joys and 
mercies I have received this year from you. You have forgiven me on more occasions than I can count. I have 
served many wonderful congregations, yet I confess I can think of none better than you.  

I wish you all of God’s blessings.  
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December 15-30 
12/15 Greg Smith 
12/15 Jeri Smith 
12/16 Seth Hiatt 
12/17 Roxanne Boysen 
12/17 Gary Burnett 
12/17 Jack Newman 
12/18 Ellie Duff 
12/18 Dennis Pedde 
12/18 Virginia Pugh 
12/19 Deb Boland 
12/20 Ryan Brentner 
12/20 Tammy Foster 
12/21 Chen Huang 
12/21 Helen Sheets 

12/22 Cory Morris 
12/23 Sarah Parker 
12/23 Laura Thedens 
12/24 Erick Fletcher 
12/24 Joe Graves 
12/27 Lance Eckland 
12/27 Tim Fehr 
12/27 Twyla McConnell 
12/28 Sarah Klemuk 
12/29 Sadie May 
12/29 Devin Raffensperger 
12/29 Hongwook Suh 
12/30 Eugenia Byamungu 

January 1-15 
1/1 Evelyn Frey 
1/3 Mike Raffensperger 
1/3 Mike Raffensperger 
1/4 Margaret Bruner 
1/6 Reg Cooper 
1/7 Ann Burton 
1/7 Jack Perkins 
1/7 John Ruyle 
1/8 Shirley McFarland 
1/10 Brian Kleis 
1/10 Mary Palmberg 

1/12 Liz Bolin 
1/13 Linda Couch 
1/13 George Minot 
1/13 Paul Seebohm 
1/14 Wanda Martin 
1/14 Ben Nicholson 
1/15 Richard Gier 

Known to have been Hospitalized: 

Tom Shaff, Joye McKusick,  
Bob Mikeslson, Elliot Suh, Linda  
Uthe, Bill Oglesby, Eric Scholtz and 
Nancy Powers 

The newsletter is designed to keep the congregation aware of 

church events and church life. The 1st of each month is the deadline 

for publication covering the 15th of the current month to the 15th 

of the following month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be 

submitted to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

 

Have you noticed the lovely Norfolk Pine in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall? 

This tree was donated to FPC by 
the family of Marie Ahrens, 
11/20/1925—11/27/2016, who 
was a guest at the Bird House. 
Her daughter, Susan, wanted the 
tree to go to a place where it 
would be enjoyed and cared for.  

At the suggestion of Carol Tippe 
the tree  
arrived at FPC. It is our honor to 
continue  
caring for Marie’s treasured tree.  

To Don Kolsrud and his 
family on the death of Judy, 
who died December 4. 

Lee and Carol Kirsch are happy to 
announce that their son, Eddie, became 
engaged on November 19 to Becky 
Rodiriguez. They currently are living in 
Sarastoa, FL. 

Save your books and puzzles! 
The 2017 Book Sale is Coming 
March 31 & April 1 
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Sing and Play on Christmas Day 
Christmas day is on  

Sunday, December 25.  
 

There will be one celebratory worship service in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall at 10:30 a.m. Gather around tables for “family 
style” communion, sing carols, and celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
You are invited to bring an instrument to help lead the singing of 
Christmas carols. Dig out that clarinet, trombone, or violin from 

the closet and play along with classic carols. Any level of playing welcome! Easily playable music 
will be provided. 

O n Sunday, December 18, our Youth Choir and alumni of the choir will lead worship at Oaknoll Retirement 
Center. The service, which consists of readings, anthems and carols, is an annual event and one that both 

the youth and Oaknoll residents look forward to each year. This will mark the 17th year that our Youth have led 
this service. In fact it’s such a well-loved tradition that in recent years our choir alumni have made it a priority to 
come back and join the choir. 

The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving in time for 
the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go to Pizza Ranch for dinner and plan to arrive back at the church by 9 
p.m., where parents can pick up members of the choir. The congregation are always welcome to come and 
worship at the Oaknoll Youth-led service. 

Youth Choir and Alumni to sing at Oaknoll 

Worship & Celebration Ministry 

December/January Singing and Instrumental Schedules 
 

Sanctuary Choir (adults) 
 Worship leadership on Sunday, December 18, 10:30 a.m. (9:45 a.m. rehearsal) 
 Rehearsal on Wednesday December 21 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Eve Worship, 7:00 p.m. (6:00 p.m. rehearsal) 
 NO Worship leadership on Sunday, December 25 or January 1 
 NO rehearsal on Wednesday, December 28 
 Rehearsals resume on Wednesday, January 4 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 

Youth Choir (grades 4–12) 

 Rehearsal on Thursday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m.  
 Oaknoll service on Sunday, December 18, 6:30 p.m. (5:00 p.m. rehearsal)  
 Rehearsal and Christmas Party on Thursday, December 22 at 6:00 p.m. 
 Christmas Eve Worship on Saturday, December 24, 4:30 p.m. (3:30 p.m. rehearsal) 
 Rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 19 at 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

FPC Brass Ensemble   
 Rehearsals resume on Sunday, January 15 at 11:30 a.m. 

Woodwind Ensemble   
 Rehearsals resume on Monday, January 16 at 7:45 p.m.. 
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Equipping Ministry 

“For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
   —Matthew 18:20  

 

                       Every Sunday, 9–10:15 a.m. 

What is “Koinonia?” 

That’s the name for our new intergenerational Sunday 
School format. Koinonia is a Greek word that means “to 
be in community with other Christians.”  

 

December 
 

Dec. 18 Old-Fashioned Christmas Pageant 
 

Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 10:30 a.m. Worship in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. No Koinonia. 

  

January 
 

Theme: “Bible Blitz!” 
 

Jan. 8 Learning and Exploring all together in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall 

Jan. 15  Break-Out sessions 
Jan. 22  Mission 
Jan. 29  Break-Out sessions 
 
February 
 

Theme: “I am the church, you are the church…” 
 
Feb. 5 Learning and Exploring all together in 

Ryerson Fellowship Hall 
Feb. 12  Break-Out sessions 
Feb. 19  Mission 
Feb. 26  Break-Out sessions 

The Way  
4th–6th grade Youth Group 
Thursday, December 22 

6:00–8:30 p.m. Christmas Eve rehearsal,  
 Christmas Party! 

Thursday, January 12 

6:00–8:30 p.m. Dinner, Youth Group, Big Game 

Thursday, February 9 

6:00–8:30 p.m. Dinner, Youth Group, Big Game 

Toys Needed! 
 

The nursery is in need of 
some more toys. If you are 
interested in donating one 
or more of these items, 
please contact Leah 
Bergman to make sure the 
item is appropriate. 

Items needed: 

 Toy vehicles 

 Fisher Price Rollin’ Ramps car garage 

 Dollhouse 

 Dolls and furniture for dollhouse 

 Duplo Legos 

 Riding and push toys 

 Stacking, Lacing, and Sorting toys 

 Baby-specific toys (washable, for 3–24 mos.) 
 

For more information: 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 319-351-2660 
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Suzuki music class for babies and toddlers, 
from birth through age 3, with a parent 

Baby Music Class 

When: Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
 Beginning January 17 

Where: First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Songs, rhymes, stories and rhythm 
instruments are used to teach musical 
concepts, language and pre-reading skills, 
numbers, physical coordination, social and 
emotional skills, and much more! 
 

Suzuki approach emphasizes positive 
communication and repetition, within a calm, 
nurturing environment 
 

Parents learn to be active observers of their 
child’s learning process, and build a repertoire 
of lullabies, action songs, and rhymes, with 
techniques for using them at home. 
 

Class is ongoing - new students may join at 
any time. 

Try out a class for free at any time! 
For more information: 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
319-351-2660 

Nursery 
 

 

 
Hours 

Starting Monday, January 9, the church 
nursery will have open playtime hours 
between 8 a.m. and noon. Come with 
your children to play in First 
Presbyterian Church’s sunny nursery 
space, explore the toys and art supplies, 
and visit with other parents and 
children.  
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The December Thursday Potluck 

The Edge, the Rock, the Way, and the Parent Class Christmas party will be 

held Thursday, December 22. Please bring a dish to share, be ready for 

some fun, and join the final rehearsal for the Christmas Eve Service! 

 

Youth Group Winter Highlights: 

 Youth Group CANCELED December 29—ENJOY WINTER BREAK! 

 Thursday, January 5, 6-8:30pm 
A relaxed game night to catch up about the holidays.  
Come celebrate the New Year together! *Thursdays resume as regular* 

 Thursday, January 12, 6-8:30pm 
Our First Potluck, Parent Class, Way Youth Group AND Big Game of 2017! Come join us for fun, 
friends, and food :) 

 Sunday, February 5 
First Confirmation Class after church 

 Friday, February 24- Sunday, February 26 
Confirmation retreat to Camp Stronghold. Details will be given to parents. 

December 24, 3:30–5:30 

The youth groups and youth choir will be 
leading the 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service. Please arrive by 3:30 to warm 
up, rehearse, and get out the jitters!  

Equipping Ministry 
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Equipping Ministry 

 Camp Wyoming  
Family Trip!  

January 13–15, 2017 

Even if you’re not planning on joining 
us for the whole weekend, come join 
us for a wintery fun day! We’d love to 
have everyone come visit! 

Anna and Leah will be 
attending the APCE 
Conference and will be 
out of the office 
January 24–28. Please 
contact us through 
email if we are needed. 
Youth group will still be 
held January 26. 

IntroducingIntroducingIntroducing   FPC’SFPC’SFPC’S    

Young Adult Ministry 
A new small group for 

people 18–30 years  

You’re Invited! 

Sunday, January 22  

7–8:30 p.m., Youth Room. 

FPC Book Club Wishes You  
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

The book club will meet in Ryerson Fellowship 
Hall from Noon–1 p.m.   

There will be no December gathering 

Jan. 25, 2017:  
The Light between the Oceans by M.L. 
Stedman 
 

Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.  
For more information, contact Jan Walker at 358-6737 

The friendship and support of Frist Presbyterian Church were a blessing to Joe, 
myself, and our family from 1955, when we first joined the church, to the present, 
when Joe passed away. Thank you to all of you for your thoughts, prayers, and hugs. 
We continue to appreciate your presence in our lives. 
 

Blessings, Gloria Zajicek and family 
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Be prepared — don’t miss these year-end tax deadlines 

Timing your gifts in December is important so that you don’t miss any IRS deadlines for 
counting the gift as a deduction this year. Here are some pointers. 

For Checks, the postmark date is the date of the gift. 

For Credit cards, the day the charge shows on your account is considered the gift date. 

For Securities, the dates differ depending on whether you mail certificates or make a wire 
transfer. When securities are electronically transferred, the gift date is typically the day the 
securities enter the organization’s account. If securities are mailed, the mailing date 
(postmark) is the gift date. If mailed, be sure to send, by registered or certified mail, the 
unsigned certificates in a separate envelope from the signed stock power and letter of intent. 
You can also deliver checks or certificates in person. Be sure to obtain a DATED receipt. 

If you have questions about gifts to FPC, you may contact Financial Secretary Saira Steen at 
319-351-2660, Monday and Wednesday, or Church Treasurer Larry Bruner at 319-321-5637 
or larry-bruner@uiowa.edu. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us January 11 in  
Coover Lounge from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

We are continuing to study the Book of Revelation.  
The class is led by Sadie May and Pastor Sam Massey.  

New members ALWAYS welcome.  

No study on Dec. 21, 28 & Jan. 4 

Many Blessings to you all this Holiday Season 

Covenant Bible Study 

Our first class of Covenant Bible Study concluded 
on November 14. We completed 24 weeks of 
daily Bible reading and study and weekly 1½-hr 
discussion classes. Each week our discussion class 
included a 20-minute video on the weekly topic 
presented by an expert in the field we were 
discussing that week. The study was broken down 

into three 8-week segments. The first segment was Creating the 
Covenant, second segment was Living the Covenant, and the third 
segment was Trusting the Covenant. The goal of the Covenant Bible 
Study is to deepen our understanding of Scripture while also helping 
us respond together in answering God’s call to a faithful life in Jesus. 
From conversations with the members of the class, I believe this 
goal was accomplished. It was a very enriching study.  

In January the second Covenant Bible Study will begin their third 8-
week segment and the third Covenant Bible Study will begin their 
second 8-week segment. In the fall of 2017 we plan to start another 
Covenant study. If you are interested in joining a Covenant group, 
let Judy Whitford (judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org) know, and 
watch for further info in 2017.  

Eat Out Group  
will not meet in December 

Merry Christmas 
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November 2016 Session Highlights 
-by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The session met November 15 in 
Coover Lounge at 7 p.m. Pastor Sam 
called the meeting to order and lit the 
Christ candle. Elder Richard Van 
Rheeden read from First Corinthians 
and led us in prayer. 

Elders-elect Dwight Miller, Cathe 
Franz, Michelle Bessman, Sharon 
Raffensperger, Sherry Lohman, and 
deacons-elect Chitoka Guerrero-
Webb, Hongwook Suh, Deb Boland 
were examined and a motion to 
accept and invite them all to serve was 
passed.  

Sherry Lohman was examined for 
possible recommendation to the 
Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry and the pursuit of 
Commissioned Ruling Elder Status. 
Since she is taking up a pastoral role, 
she needs to become a ruling elder. 
Sherry spoke briefly about her faith 
and her calling. A motion to endorse 
her as a ruling elder and to appear 
before the Committee on Preparation 
for Ministry was passed. 

Finance chair Larry Bruner stated that 
we are in good shape financially at this 
time. 

Minutes of the October 18 stated 
session meeting were approved, as 
were those of the October 25 special 
session meeting.   

Valerie and Ariel Soemadi are 
participating in a mission trip to 
Guatemala in March (conducted by St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church), and 
session voted to permit them to 
promote their trip to FPC members, 
including requests for monetary and 
item donations and encouraging use 
of the “One Mission” site so people 
are informed of the trip and can 
purchase items from this site, with the 
proceeds going to Valerie’s and Ariel’s 
mission trip costs.   

Session approved a motion from 
Pastor Sam calling a special session 
meeting at 9:30 a.m., November 20 in 
room 14, for the purpose of 
welcoming new members. 

The Financial Review was received as 
well as the report from Finance 

Committee on its response. 

Session approved the serving of the 
Lord’s Supper on Sunday, December 
25, 10:30 a.m. worship. Communion 
will be presented “family style,” as at 
the 8 a.m. service — no assistants will 
be needed at this service.  

A motion from Outreach was 
presented stating that on Sunday, 
November 20, a trial live streaming of 
the 10:30 a.m. worship would 
begin. Live streaming will be via First 
Presbyterian Church’s Facebook 
page. (Technology Fund and Outreach 
Committee will share the initial live 
streaming costs totalling $750). The 
next step will be to have live 
streaming from the FPC website. That 
involves increasing the bandwidth. 
The motion was approved. 

A motion was approved setting the 
date for the officers to be ordained 
and installed or installed. Installation 
will be January 8, 10:30 a.m. service or 
at 8 a.m. service the following Sunday, 
or as soon thereafter as possible.  

A motion was approved selecting John 
Barr to convene the Building God’s 
Future Implementation Task Force, 
with authorization given to John, in 
consultation with Building and 
Grounds and Finance Committees and 
the pastor, to select other members to 
serve on the Task Force, with the 
charge to it to work with the bodies of 
the church to keep the congregation 
mindful of the need to continue giving 
to the campaign, to give others and 
new members an opportunity to 
pledge to the campaign, and to direct 
the renovation of the building in 
consultation with session.  

Sadie May would like the pleasure of 
redirecting funds (approximately 
$6,000) already in the church’s 
possession, from the Burianek trust, to 
pay for staff (Tammy Foster, Tammy 
Schroeder, and Saira Steen) for travel 
and training on the new ACS software. 
The motion to permit Sadie/Burianek 
Trust to pay, using re-designated 
funds already in the church’s 
possession, for this training for our 
staff was approved. 

Elder Richard Van Rheeden distributed 
the stewardship drive call lists to 
session members, and encouraged 
folks to note any concerns those called 
might have so that Pastor Sam could 
follow up. December 4 is stewardship 
Sunday. He reminded elders to include 
in the phone calls reminders about 
10:30 a.m. service only on December 
25 and January 1  

A report from the November 12 
Presbytery meeting was given by elder 
Van Rheeden. The meeting included a 
lecture and an update on the St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church new 
construction, which was retroactively 
approved. The new per capita is $36.   

Elder Ann Grosscup reported that the 
trial period for projecting the image of 
the “cross” outside FPC, which we’ve 
been doing since May 2016, was over. 
We will go ahead with making it 
permanent, and it will be bigger, 
brighter and better with the cost at 
$1100.   

Elder Judy Terry reported that Sunday, 
November 20 begins the sandwich-
making program with Koinoinia. 
Sandwiches will be taken to the 
Salvation Army. Kids will be decorating 
the sacks. 

Elder Dale Kraus asked if there were 
any questions regarding the budget. 
The budget requests were bundled as 
a whole and will be submitted to the 
congregation. It will be a 12.5% 
increase request. The reasoning will 
be mailed with the third letter to the 
congregation. Slightly over 70% of our 
budget is personnel.  

Elder Richard Van Rheeden reported 
that another trunk sale in the works. 

Elder Ben Nicholson closed us in 
prayer. 

The next session meeting will be held 
December 20, 2016, at 7 p.m., in 
Coover Lounge. 
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SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, January 21 
 

That’s the day (8:00 to noon) for our all-church Packing Party. 

FPC has supported this mission (formerly known as Kids Against Hunger) for the past several years. Don and 
Sandee Fields became the first Kids Against Hunger packaging distribution center coordinators in Iowa in 
March of 2003. Over the ensuing years they have directed the operation, and millions of meals have been 
packaged and subsequently distributed worldwide to feed hungry people. In 2016, they rebranded their 
company to use the name “Take Away Hunger.” Their mission remains the same: feed the hungry and show 
the love of Jesus. 

This year FPC families and friends will gather in Ryerson Fellowship 
Hall for another “Packing Party.” This event will include several 
teams of 10 to 12 people of all ages who have decided to make a 
difference! The FPC team will package approximately 1,728 meals 
in about 45 minutes at a cost of 25 cents per meal. AND you will 
have fun doing it!  

Save the date on your calendar. Then after the holidays there will 
be an opportunity for you to sign up to be a part of a team and 
have some fun. Don’t miss out. 

Sherry Lohman Anna Sheetz Jamie Helmick Layne Sheetz 

On November 20 we welcomed new members to the congregation 
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Organ Refurbishment Completed 

After many months of repair and refurbishment, our 
Phelps organ restoration project is complete. On Sunday, 
Dec. 4 the organ once again provided a strong foundation 
for our worship with a rich and vibrant new quality and 
was rededicated at the end of worship. 

When our organ was built in 1977, it was state of the art. 
However, mechanical defects due to settling of the 
instrument, broken stops and normal wear and tear had 
taken their toll. Thanks to the work that has been done, 
the original intent of the organ’s design and sound has 
been restored. But in addition, tonal work has been done 
to “round out and enhance” the capabilities of the sounds 
this organ produces. Much has changed in our 
technological world that affects how we hear an organ's sound. The process known as “remanufacturing” 
makes productive and efficient use of the best of the old while building on the new. 

All 25 stops are in working order once again, and the organ's mixtures have been restored not just to its original 
design, but above and beyond it. Pipes have been straightened and polished in the facade and much work has 
been done to repair and restore pipes housed further back in the instrument and not visible to the eye, but, 
certainly audible to the ear!!  The case has also been repaired, removing the large structural crack along the 
front, further enhancing the impressive architectural statement the instrument makes on the eye and ear.   

As faithful stewards, we are each called upon to prayerfully consider the wisdom and investments of previous 
generations.  This congregation's faithful stewardship of this instrument have secured it for future generations. 
It will faithfully ground this congregation's song  for years to come, and for that we can say, “thanks be to God.” 

Great News for Pasrur 

We have much to be grateful for this. Donations have 
been received made that will make great things possible 
for the students at the Pasrur Christian School. 

$100,000 has been donated by Herb and Janice Wilson 
for a Boys school for the Pasrur School. This will make 
quality education possible for boys and is a dream come 
true for the people of Pasrur. The total cost for the first 
phase is $160,000. This wonderful donation puts them 
well on their way. The Boys School will benefit 
countless families and have enormous positive effect 
far into the future.  

$612 was given from Mission Council for Pasrur 
for physical education equipment. Veda said that girls are in desperate need of physical education equipment 
(badminton sets, soccer balls, all manner of things they can play with outside). To them, it is a 
wonderful freedom for the girls to be able to have physical education. We take it for granted here, but for girls 
in Pakistan it is a privilege. 

$730 was donated from the special offering (sponsored by mission) for curriculum to help the girls learn 
English. Learning English is difficult for anyone but it is a requirement to graduate. By starting early, they are 
hoping to improve the girls’ language skills. 

$700 was donated by Katie Lind for annual medical check-ups for the girls. This donation was given in memory 
of her daughter Kelly Lind. The medical check-ups have been such a great benefit to the girls and their families 
that they are trying to replicate it in all the other schools. Students learn best when they are healthy. 

We still have not received scholarship money for all 100 girls but are hopeful that more 
will come in by Christmas. We’re grateful for the blessing we have received.  

God is great! 
 

Jane Cranston, jane-cranston@uiowa.edu FRIENDS OF PASRUR 
First Presbyterian Church 

mailto:jane-cranston@uiowa.edu
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Mark your calendar to join us  
at Legacy Senior Living from  

9–11 a.m. on Saturdays 

More info:  
Tammy Schroeder 351-2660 or Carol Macon 351-3847 

 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 

We will not be gathering:  
Dec 24—Merry Christmas 
Dec 31—Happy New Year 

We look forward to seeing you in 2017! 

Youth Ministry Happenings! 
December 15, 6-8:30 ‘Tis the season 
for expectations! Come see what this holiday 
season expects of us. Youth Choir meets from 
7:30-8:30.  

December 18, 5-9 Oaknoll Retirement 
Center sing along—see newsletter 
announcement for more information  

December 22, 6:30-8:30 Christmas 
Party! See announcement in this newsletter 

December 24, 3:30-5:30 Youth 
Group helps lead Christmas Eve service. 

December 29 - CANCELED Enjoy 
Christmas Break! 

January 5, 6:30-8:30 The first youth 
group of the new year!  

January 12, 6:30-8:30 Our Potluck 
Night! Parents and all youth groups meet. We’ll 
eat together, separate into age groups, and 
then have our first Big Game of the year! 

January 13-14 Camp Wyoming Family 
Trip! Come join us! 

January 19 A talk about Resurrection and a 
Big Game! What can be better? 

Welcome to FPC Youth Ministry! 
We have three youth groups ranging from 4-

12 grades. They are called: 
 

The Way 4-6 graders. This meets once a 

month on our Potluck Night. 

The Rock 7-8 graders. Meets every week. 

The Edge 9-12 graders. Meets every week.  
 

We also have a Parent’s Class that meets 

once a month during our Potluck Night. 

 

Our Thursday night typically looks like this:  

6-6:40 Delicious Dinner in Ryerson 

Fellowship Hall 

6:45-7:30 Lesson in Youth Room 

7:30-8:30 Youth Choir in the Choir Room or 

a Big Game, starting in Youth Room 
 

This is a great environment to grow, learn, 

and have fun! If you are a youth, please come 

join us! If you are an adult, we are always 

looking for leaders and always looking for 

volunteers to donate and join us for dinners.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Anna Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org or 

Leah Leah.Bergman@firstpresiowacity.org  

mailto:Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:Leah.Bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
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Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
The office will be closed Christmas Day through Jan. 2. 
We’ll see you on January 3, 2016 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &     
 SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF YOUTH, 
ADULT & SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC 
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP, 
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS 

Erin Landsee 
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org  

  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  

CARE ASSOSCIATE 
Sherry Lohman 
sherry.lohman@firstpresiowacity.org 

  

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

For God says: “In the time of favor I heard you, and in the day  
of salvation I helped you.” Behold, now is the time of favor;  

now is the day of salvation! 2 Corinthians 6:2 

Your staff friends, who serve Christ’s church on your behalf,  
celebrate God’s salvation and Christmas joy with you.  


