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EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 16 

9:00 a.m. 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall 

All are welcome! 

Easter Greeting  
With gratitude to God for all of you, the FPC 

wishes you a joyful Easter  

Palm/Passion Sunday: April 9 

 8:00 am Worship, with Communion 
 9:15 am Koinonia 
 10:30 am Worship 
 

Maundy Thursday: April 13 
 7:00 pm Worship, Tenebrae, and 

Communion 
Great Easter Vigil: April 15 
 7:00 pm Celebration of Light, Word, 

Water, and Holy Communion 
 

Easter Sunday: April 16 

 8:00 am Celebration of the Resurrection  
 9:00 am Breakfast and Egg Hunt 
 10:30 am Celebration of the Resurrection  Update from Capital Campaign 

Implementation Taskforce, March 1, 2017 

Submitted by John Barr  

The initial report from FPC’s Capital Campaign 
Implementation Taskforce (CCIT), outlining activities 
through the end of 2016, was provided in the January/
February 2017 newsletter. This included the prioritization 
plan for undertaking completion of campaign projects. 

Thus far in 2017, the CCIT met on January 9, 2017, with 
members John Barr, Larry Bruner, Vern Dengler, Amy 
Fletcher, Tammy Foster, Dale Kraus, Tammy Schroeder, 
Lee Tippe and Judy Whitford participating. Larry & John 
determined that a number of “giving units” at FPC had not 
yet pledged to the campaign. Lee has drafted a cover letter 
and request for quote document for professional design 
services related to HVAC upgrades (i.e., boiler and air 
handler) and elevator installation. Pastor Sam & John had 
a conference call with Walsh & Associates (our campaign 
consulting firm) to review implementation plans. To date, 
$1,185,000 has been pledged to the campaign, with 
$634,036 received in donations.   

On January 17, upon recommendation of the Buildings & 
Grounds Committee, Session approved installation of two 
humidifiers to assure optimal operating conditions and 
safety of the organ, with funding from monies left over 
from the organ restoration project. The Presbytery of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 

The peace of the Lord be with you!  

We are in the throes of Lent. Many of us accepted the 
application of ashes on our foreheads to signify our embrace of 
a simple truth: We are dust and to dust we will return. Facing 
the reality of mortality may not be pleasant, yet it feels 
necessary, like physical checkups and teeth-cleaning. At some 
point, it is hoped, we will be reconciled to the thought of our 
personal death and perhaps even liberated by it. Some 
anonymous armchair philosopher made this very point: 

There are only two things to worry about, either you are 
healthy or you are sick. If you are healthy, then there is 
nothing to worry about. But if you are sick there are only 
two things to worry about, either you will get well or you 
will die. If you get well, then there is nothing to worry 
about. But if you die there are only two things to worry 
about, either you will go to heaven or to hell. If you go to 
heaven, then there is nothing to worry about. And if you 
to go hell, you'll be so darn busy shaking hands with your 
friends you won't have time to worry! 

This logic doesn’t do much for me, yet it is supposed to be 
liberating! 

Even if we push aaway the thought of our own funeral right 
now, those studying developmental theory tell us that we have 
at least two important emotional tasks to accomplish prior to 
the end of our lives.  

First, having wrestled with issues of identity and vocation 
through our young adult and middle-aged years, we finally face 
up to the question of the contribution for which we wish to be 
remembered: our legacy. While I have met a few depressed 
persons who despaired of having made any contribution to life, 
most persons I know have been able to list the important things 
they have accomplished. Professional achievements, nurturing 
children, serving country and standing up for some cause 
usually fill out the list. People who can claim their legacy, I am 
told, die knowing that they have fulfilled their God-given 
purpose. They die in peace. 

Second, we look back at our past and make a basic decision: Do 
we see a pattern to our lives, a providential hand at work, or do 

we not? If we do not, we look ahead to our last years 
and deaths as random and meaningless. But if we do 
see a divine plan at work, we face the future with 
hope. We dare to believe that God’s love will sustain 
us in life and resurrect us in death.  

Put simply, when we finally face our mortality, we will 
face two questions: 1. What contribution have we 
made to the good of the world? 2. Do we perceive 
God’s power in our lives and do we trust that power to 
give us a future beyond our dying? Ash Wednesday 
does not force our questions. Ash Wednesday reminds 
us that the questions await us, and much hangs in the 
balance when we ask them. 

Yet Lent speaks of more than mortality. At its 
conclusion, we arrive at the glory of Jesus’ triumphal 
entry, his bold cleansing of the temple and 
confrontation with the powers in Jerusalem, his 
healing and compassion, the devastation of arrest, trial 
torture and death, and the overwhelming triumph of 
the resurrection. In Jesus’ biography we discover our 
own sojourn: the glory, the stress of success, love, 
disappointments, tragedy and our own inevitable 
decline into death. Yet, by finding ourselves in Jesus in 
his life and death, we are also invited to see ourselves 
in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. In his life beyond 
life, we are invited to find our own. This means that 
the only path to God’s promise of new life for us is 
through death. Ashes are the building blocks of our 
personal bid for immortality. It is the paradox we are 
invited to embrace.  

Love and blessings, 

Your pastor, Sam 

Spring Care Packages 

Each fall and spring, the Board of Deacons sends care 
packages to members who are away at college or 
serving in the military. Boxes of practical, and not-so-

practical, items are sent to let those who 
are far from home know they are close in 
thoughts and prayers. Would you like to 
have your family member receive a care 
package? If so, please e-mail Rhonda 
Barr at JOBTennis@mchsi.com, by April 
9. Please include an updated mailing 
address for each person to receive a care 
package. 

Meet Your Deacons and your 

Neighbors March 26 

The Board of Deacons will be hosting 
fellowship and snacks on Sunday, March 26, 
between the early and late worship services, 
and during fellowship hour after the 10:30 Service. Please 
come find your neighborhood and meet your Deacons. If 
you know what neighborhood you live in (one of nine 
geographical areas assigned based on where you live), feel 
free to wear your color to church on that day. We will be 
adding a neighborhood 
sticker to your FPC name tag 
so you can easily find 
members who live near you. 
See you in the neighborhood! 

mailto:JOBTennis@mchsi.com
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Let’s Beautify Our Sanctuary This Easter! 
 

The deacons are taking orders for Easter plants. These plants are 
given in honor or in memory of a loved one and will Glorify God and 
add to the beauty of our Sanctuary this Easter.  

The cost for each plant is $15, and checks need to be made to First 
Presbyterian Church. Order forms are available in the narthex or can 
be ordered by calling Susan VanDuyn-Phipps, 338-4132. Please place 
orders by April 2. 

Remaining monies after the plants are paid for will be donated to the 
Deacons Emergency Fund. The deacons want to recognize your generosity and thank you for your participation!  

FPC Family, 
As you know, we will have an Easter brunch on 
Sunday, April 16. So far, there is 1 person to set up 
and no one to clean up.  

Please consider volunteering to help set up or clean 
up. You can sign up by going to http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa5af2eab9-
morning or emailing Valerie Soemadi at 
soemadi1219@msn.com 

Eastern Iowa approved the renovations planned by the 
campaign during its meeting at FPC on February 11. 

On February 27, Herb and Janice Wilson’s donation 
supporting construction of the Pasrur Boys School, in 
memory of their granddaughter Tonya Nicholson, was 
sent to the Friends of the PEB. This consisted of 
$50,000 to the campaign’s general fund and $50,000 to 
the Mission Tithe. 

The Kitchen Renovation Subcommittee (KS) initially 
comprised John Barr, Vern Dengler, Carol Kirsch, 
Tammy Foster and Dave Lint (from Kitchen by Design, 
who we’ve been consulting with since early 2016). Sally 
Rickey has recently joined the KS. In our meeting on 
February 6, we finalized a list of desired renovations 
and reviewed an initial kitchen layout plan. Dave will 

provide a revised layout plan by mid-March, which will 
be used as the basis for securing renovation and 
equipment bids. 

Our Technology Subcommittee (TS), comprising John 
Barr, Leah Bergman, Ed Cranston, Nancy Gardner, 
Tammy Schroeder and Richard Van Rheeden, held 
meetings on February 19 and February 26, with a 
primary initial focus on audiovisual & Internet 
enhancements in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. In its 
meeting on February 21, Session approved acquisition 
of high-speed broadband Internet service for FPC. The 
TS will met again on March 5 to finalize the equipment 
layout in Ryerson Hall. Future meetings will include 
consideration of audio performance in the sanctuary, 
narthex and Coover Lounge. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Easter Morning Fellowship 
 

YOU’RE INVITED! Come celebrate the joy of Easter morning with your 
FPC friends and family. The Fellowship Committee invites you to an 
Easter morning potluck on Sunday, April 16, from 9–10 a.m. The 
committee will provide table service and beverages.  

If your last name begins with: 
A through M, bring a savory dish to share, a breakfast casserole, eggs or a meat; 
N through Z, bring something sweet, pastries, coffee cake or fruit. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa5af2eab9-morning
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa5af2eab9-morning
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa5af2eab9-morning
mailto:soemadi1219@msn.com
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February 21 Session Meetings 

Clerk of Session, Nancy Weber 

The session met February 21, in 
Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor 
Sam called the meeting to order and 
lit the Christ candle. Elder Ann 
Grosscup led us in devotions. She 
showed a video entitled “Unsung 
Hero” that showed the emotional 
rewards of paying it forward, of giving 
selflessly, which is what being the 
church is all about, for Ann. 

Layne Sheetz was examined for fitness 
to be approved to assist deacons. 
Pastor Sam questioned Layne, and the 
session approved a motion to approve 
Layne to assist deacons.  

Clerk Nancy Weber read a letter from 
East Iowa Presbytery’s stated clerk, 
Dr. Rebecca Blair, thanking FPC for 
hosting the February 11 Presbytery 
meeting. 

The February 15 death of Cedric Lee 
was noted. His funeral was set for 
Friday, February 24, at 11:00 at FPC 
and was to be led by Pastor Sam. 

Elder and Moderator of Finance Dale 
Kraus reported that $398,000 in 
pledges had been received so far. We 
are looking for $608,000 in income, 
which is the same as the 2016 income. 
There is reason to be cautiously 
optimistic. Elder Kraus referred to a 
document entitled “FPC Income 
Breakdown – Weekly” which he 
distributed. We are projected to be by 
year end, based on present income as 
of 2/19/17, about $50,000 short, We 
will continue to have faith that we will 
catch up. There were questions about 
whether we can count on those 
remaining pledges coming in. Elder 
Carol Ulch pointed out the pledging 
behavior of the younger generation 
might be different (sporadic and 
smaller giving) than what we’ve 
experienced with prior generations in 
our congregation. Pledges these days 
also may tend to be more program-
inspired. Mention was made of the 
success of presenting a positive 
request, giving folks the “opportunity 
to give” rather than just asking for 
more money, and that connecting it 

with an event helps. Do we need to 
come up with a regular, annual event? 

Elder Kraus said that Finance would 
continue to monitor the situation 
weekly, make projections, and report 
back to session. 

The report from Finance was 
accepted.  

Minutes of the January 21 stated 
session meeting were approved, as 
were the minutes of the January 29 
annual congregational meeting.  

The Presbyterian Women’s 
fundraising luncheon date for Camp 
Wyoming scholarships was set for 
October 15. 

Elders Richard Van Rheeden and Judy 
Terry were reaffirmed as elder 
commissioners to Presbytery. 

Denominational offering dates were 
approved as follows: April 9, One 
Great Hour of Sharing; June 4 
Pentecost Offering; October 1, Peace 
and Global Witness; December 3, 
Christmas Joy Offering. 

Concerning the budget, a suggestion 
was made to send out the annual 
report before the annual 
congregational meeting to give folks 
the opportunity to prepare questions. 

A motion passed, with one negative 
vote, approving the A/P Ministry and 
Servanthood Ministry 
recommendation to proceed to obtain 
and pay monthly for the highest speed 
Internet possible (est. $260-$300/per 
month, figuring in what we pay now), 
which is within the Ministry’s 
proposed budget. This will: a) allow 
new programs, for which new staff 
have been hired, to be implemented; 
b) expand outreach through better 
production quality live streaming of 
worship and events; and c) realize 
steps toward the Capital Campaign 
Technology project. (A/P Ministry 
recommends holding off on any new 
telephone service.) 

With deciding to up the speed, we are 
committing to a three-year contract. 

The premium package would cost 
$350/mo. The thinking was to see if 
the $300/mo. package would work for 
our needs first.  

Session approved a motion 
nominating FPC member Sarah Harris 
for the Celtic Cross award from 
Presbyterian Scouting. 

The technology update and kitchen 
update meeting minutes were briefly 
discussed. 

Concerning Servanthood’s initial 
observations for the care and nurture 
of immigrants and refugees, Elder Ann 
Grosscup said she had received a 
question from a Muslim member of 
the Consultation of Religious 
Communities as to whether FPC was a 
“sanctuary church.” Elder Michelle 
Bessman had researched what it 
means to be a sanctuary church. For 
local government, sanctuary means 
not spending local tax dollars to do 
federal work, i.e. enforcement of 
immigration laws. What does this 
mean within a church building? ICE, 
(Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement), will not come into 
hospitals, schools, and churches 
because they are very sensitive areas. 
Session approved a motion requesting 
Servanthood lead a special session 
meeting on immigration law and 
inform session of their findings at a 
future session meeting. Pastor Sam 
spoke of there being some history 
concerning the Presbyterian church’s 
coming alongside persecuted peoples 
– Sanctuary in the 1980s, Jews in 
WWII, South Koreans during the 
Japanese occupation, and the 
Underground Railroad.  

Session approved a motion setting a 
special session meeting for Palm 
Sunday, April 9, at 9:30 a.m. in room 
14 to welcome new members. 

A report on the February 11 
Presbytery meeting was given by 
Elders Richard Van Rheeden and Judy 
Terry. FPC Elder Jim Claypool was 

(Session Highlight cont. on page 13) 
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March 15-31 
3/15 Eileen Gieswein 
3/16 Willard Will 
3/17 Keith Long 
3/17 Earline Moll 
3/17 Michael Anderson 
3/19 Sharon Raffensperger 
3/19 Elizabeth Aubrey 
3/24 Cooper Kirschling 
3/24 Soren Seidel 
3/25 Mary Bergman 
3/26 Rebecca Blair 
3/26 Andrew Marsh 
3/30 Sara Burton 
3/31 Doris Yoder 
3/31 Ken Goddard 
3/31 Doris Yoder 

April 1-16 
4/1 Leroy Bain 
4/1 Milord Byamungu 
4/2 Mary Hanna 
4/2 Bonnie Bender 
4/3 Sue Olson 
4/3 Travis Martin 
4/4 Jacquelyn Harb 
4/4 Bob Dillin 
4/7 Trevor Smith 
4/8 John Koch 
4/9 Lee Van Voorhis 
4/9 Joyce McMaster 
4/9 Lee Kirsch 
4/9 Billie Feagins 
4/13 Bob Yager 
4/13 Jeremy Fletcher 
4/13 Lauren Fehr 
4/14 Elaine Tarnutzer 
4/16 Calvin Martin 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
 

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News that you’d like to share,  
please submit it for publication by April 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Thank you! 

Norvall Clemons, Cynthia 
Chou-Liang and Frank 
McConnell 

 Cedric Lee died February 15, 
and services were held at FPC 
on February 24. 

 Nadine Oehler died March 6. 
Service will be April 1. 2:00 
p.m. at Lensings. 

Celebrate Spring with Brunch 

Presbyterian Women at FPC 
have planned a spring brunch 
event at 10:30 on Saturday, 
April 22 in Ryerson Fellowship 
Hall. All women and girls, along 
with their family, friends and 
neighbors, are invited to come 
and enjoy chicken a la king 
served over homemade 
biscuits, Welsh rarebit served 
on toast with steamed broccoli, 
salads and a light but special 
dessert. Musical entertainment 
will be provided by Indigo — a quartet of the local 
Sweet Adelines chapter, the Metro Mix Chorus. And 
there will be prizes to be won! The cost for the brunch 
is $10. Sign up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall and pay later 
at the event. Come alone or with a group and enjoy 
the food and fellowship. 

Rebecca Blair has been awarded the Collegiate 
Teaching Award by the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences at the University of Iowa. Collegiate 
Teaching Awards are awarded to faculty who 
demonstrate outstanding performance in the 
classroom, laboratory, or studio. They are 
recognized by their peers for stimulating and 
satisfying students’ desire to learn, developing 
innovative and effective methods of presenting 
the most current and exciting knowledge in their 
disciplines, and fostering productive and generous 
mentoring relationships with individual students. 
The award winners are chosen by the CLAS 
Collegiate Teaching Award Committee. 
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Sanctuary Seating Survey 
 

About 5 years ago, we took out some of our pews and added chairs to offer more flexible seating. The chairs have 
been very popular. We are re-assessing the value of further modifications for seating in the sanctuary, for several 
reasons:  

1. To offer a wheelchair reserved zone, so moving chairs is not necessary and there is always a place for our non-
ambulatory members. 

2. To offer more flexible seating at the front of the sanctuary for those with hearing or sight impairments, and to 
offer the ability of wheelchairs up front when desired.  

3. To be able to have more space up front for orchestra, choir, bells and dance, and more flexibility in the 
worship experience.  

To do this, we would need to move more pews out of the sanctuary and 
replace them with chairs that match the ones we already have. We would 
potentially remove more pews from the front, or from the back, or some 
from both the front and back of the sanctuary. We are asking for input 
from the congregation. Please contact a member of the Health Ministries 
Team if you have an opinion you would like to share: 
Rhonda Barr at 319-936-5998 (JOBTennis@mchsi.com),  
Jan Wicks at 337-5629 (wicks1@mchis.com),  
Anne Dengler at 337-5184 (denglerfam@gmail.com), or  
Maeleen Thorius at 665-2360 (mthorius@southslope.net)  

Did you know that 1 in 5 adults in the US experiences a mental illness in a given year?   

You most likely know someone with a mental illness or 
you have one yourself. Only 41% of adults in the US with 
a mental health condition received mental health services 
in the past year. This may be because people aren’t able 
to access mental health resources, and the social stigma 
associated with mental illness keeps people from seeking 
treatment. NAMI is the US’s largest grassroots mental 
health organization. It educates through its programs 
such as Peer-to-Peer and Family-To-Family that are 
facilitated by people with mental illness and family 
members of people with mental illness, respectively. They 
also have a support group called NAMI Connection. These 
programs are available in Johnson County and are FREE. 
NAMI relies on gifts and contributions to support these 
programs and more. That’s why NAMI’s biggest 
fundraiser, the NAMIWalk, is so important. 

Join First Pres and friends at the 2017 Johnson County 
NAMIWalk. It will be held on May 6 at Terry Trueblood 
Recreation Area south of Iowa City. Registration is at 8:30 
a.m., and the walk around the lake begins at 10:00 a.m. If 
you are interested in walking, go to www.namiwalks.org/

team/FirstPresIC and click “Join Our Team” or email Jamie 
at jamieraye@gmail.com to get set up. If you are less 
than internet savvy but still want to join, call Jamie 
Helmick at 319-471-8714 to receive all the information. 
We can start coming up with ideas about how to raise 
money for this worthy cause. 

If you are wondering why Jamie is so passionate about 
mental illness and programs that assist those with 
connections to it, she will tell you that she lives with 
serious mental illnesses and has had Major Depressive 
Disorder since her pre-teens and developed Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder in her late teens. She has spent 
months upon months in the hospital due to psychological 
disorders. Jamie is not ashamed of it and feels the 
importance of talking about it because stigma and shame 
are reasons people do not seek treatment and disclose 
their mental health experiences.   

So join Jamie in this year’s Johnson County NAMIWalk. 
Together, we can bust the stigma! 

mailto:JOBTennis@mchsi.com
mailto:wicks1@mchis.com
mailto:denglerfam@gmail.com
mailto:mthorius@southslope.net
http://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=12329
http://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=12329
mailto:jamieraye@gmail.com
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One Great Hour of Sharing – Our Special Offering  

to be received on Palm Sunday, April 6 
 

During Lent, Presbyterians have participated in the longstanding ecumenical effort of One Great Hour of Sharing. We 
have shared God’s love by giving to ministries that provide relief to those affected by natural disasters, food for the 
hungry, and support towards the self-development of poor and oppressed communities. 

How does your money help? 

32% goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Working alongside communities as they 
recover and find hope after natural or human-caused disasters. Refugees fleeing civil war 
in Syria have been helped in rebuilding 40 homes in Homs, Syria. 

36% goes to Presbyterian Hunger Program – Supporting initiatives that create sustainable 
food systems and alleviate root causes of poverty so that all may be fed. For example, 
Joining Hands, Peru and Earth Care Congregations are programs supported. These efforts 
work to address long-term care of the earth to end hunger and poverty for the most 
vulnerable. 

32% goes to Self-Development of People – Providing resources and education to 
oppressed and disadvantaged communities working to overcome poverty and injustice 
through initiatives they own and directly benefit from. For example, your support assists 
organizations like Neighbor to Neighbor. They work to change public policy to help educate 
and reintegrate ex-offenders and decrease the possibility that they return to lives of crime. 

In March 2106, the organization’s Jobs Not Jails campaign won a major legislative victory in Massachusetts. Jobs Not Jails 
has already assisted over 7,000 people with access to jobs and education as they establish new lives after prison.  

Your prayerful support is appreciated. 

Johnson County CROP Walk 2017 

As in past years, FPC will be participating in the Johnson County 
CROP Walk on Palm Sunday, April 9. CROP (Communities 
Responding to Overcome Poverty) is an interfaith organization 
under Church World Service (CWS), but is not limited to faith 
groups. The program was started after WWII when Midwestern 
farmers donated part of their grain to European countries 
recovering from the war. It has evolved to become a worldwide 
program helping people in countries that struggle with hunger 
and poverty. CROP also plays a huge role right here in Johnson 
County. Last year we raised over $27,000! A quarter of that 
amount, nearly $7,000 went directly to the Johnson County Crisis 
Center.  

Please note that the walk will begin and end 
this year at the Crisis Center at 1121 Gilbert 
Court. Registration will start at 1:00 p.m. and the walk will begin at 1:30 p.m.  

There will be a table in Ryerson Fellowship Hall each Sunday beginning March 12, to sign up to walk and / or donate. We 
had a great team last year and hope to have even more people walk this year. 

To quote CWS President and CEO Rev. John L. McCullough: “If God is for us, who is against us? I love those words from 
Romans 8:31. I think they sum up much of what has made the CWS community such a force to be reckoned with in the 
last 70 years. While others may have been dismayed or discouraged by the injustices in the world, the CWS community – 
including people like you — has had the courage of our faith to move forward. Together, we’ve stood tall and spoken 
out. And in community after community, day after day, we have made a difference.” 

Cathe Franz (ajmommy@mchsi.com) 

Servanthood Ministry 

mailto:ajmommy@mchsi.com
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Worship & Celebration Ministry 

Goodness is stronger than evil; 

love is stronger than hate; 

light is stronger than darkness; 

life is stronger than death. 

Victory is ours  

through God who loves us.  

-Glory to God Hymn 750, 

Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 
 

T 
he Thursday night Lenten 
study this year is focusing on unity, reconciliation, 
and justice through the lens of the Belhar 

Confession. This Confession has its roots in the struggle 
against apartheid in South Africa. It does not, however, 
mention apartheid, but rather seeks to address a far 
wider context. The Dutch Reformed Mission Church first 
drafted this “outcry of faith” and “call for faithfulness 
and repentance” in 1982, taking a lead in declaring that 
apartheid threatened the truth of the gospel. That 
church formally adopted it in 1986. The 222nd General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) adopted the 
Belhar Confession in June 2016 as part of the church’s 
Book of Confession.  

As we learn more about unity, reconciliation, and justice, 
we will be affirming our faith using the words of the 

Belhar Confession during Sunday morning 
worship as well as singing hymns from 
Christians around the world. We will unite by 
lifting our voices with hymns from Korea, 
Ghana, India, and South Africa.  

Indeed, we are called as followers of Christ to 
proclaim messages of love and reconciliation. 
As we journey with Jesus this Lent as he is 
tempted and transformed, as he offers water 

to the Samaritan woman and heals the blind man, as he 
raises Lazarus and is eventually crucified and raised 
himself, absorb God’s message of radical love toward all 
people. Proclaim this message through affirming your 
faith and lifting your voice in song. 

On April 2, the fifth Sunday in Lent, we will sing hymn 750, 
Goodness Is Stronger than Evil. The text of this hymn was 
written by Desmond Tutu in 1994 and arose from the 
years of apartheid in South Africa. The words of this hymn 
can also be read as a summary of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, the true basis of our hope that good will 
triumph over evil.  

Enter into the journey. Pray, work, sing, worship, act. Love 
radically through the strength of Jesus Christ who died 
and rose for us. Amen 

    -Leah Bergman 

 

 Youth Choir 
 

 Grades 4–12, March–May Schedule 
 

 

Youth Choir rehearses Thursdays, 7:30–8:30 p.m.  
 Generally there will be 2 rehearsals per month.  

Thursdays, 
March 23 and 30,  
7:30–8:30 p.m. 

April 6, 7:30–8:30 p.m. 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 p.m. 

Saturday,  
April 15,  
Easter Vigil Service, 
7 p.m. 

Thursdays,  
April 20 and 27,  
7:30–8:30 p.m. 

May 11, 7:30–8:30 p.m. 

Sunday,  
May 14 
Youth Sunday,  
10:30 a.m. 
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Eat Out Group 
 
 
  
 

Enjoy dinner at Blackstone 
Thursday, March 23, at 6 p.m. 

Contact Ila Howe, 319-594-8219 

Baby Music Class 

Suzuki music class for babies and toddlers, 
from birth through age 3, with a parent or Caregiver 

When: Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Where: First Presbyterian Church 

2701 Rochester Ave 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Try out a class for free at any time! 
 

For more information: 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
319-351-2660 

NEW session runs March 21-May 9 
Join any time! 

Free Lunch Team news 

Our February Free Lunch serving day 
was a sad one. We served a meal of 
barbecued chicken sandwiches, 
roasted potatoes, corn and cheese 
pudding, broccoli, carrots, salad, fresh 
fruit and cookies to the Free Lunch 
guests less than one day after learning 
of the loss of our dear team member, 
Cedric Lee. Quite a few of the folks 
dining that day knew Cedric and we 
heard many expressions of 
condolences. We shed our share of 
tears that morning but we were 
thankful for the opportunity to be 
together. Pastor Sam came to lead us 
in prayer and to reflect on how 
important the Free Lunch Program 
was to Cedric. We will cherish our 
memories of Cedric, at the 
dishwashing station. 

If you would like to volunteer with our 
Free Lunch team, please contact Carol 
Kirsch at 319-325-2559 or 
carolkirsch52@gmail.com. If you 
would like to find out a bit more about 
the Free Lunch Program, please visit 
http://www.icflp.org.  

The Health Ministry 
Team of First 
Presbyterian Church is 
excited to present a 
series of educational 
offerings on 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
The initial offering will be held 
Sunday, March 19, 2017, at 11:45 
a.m., in Coover Lounge. Subsequent 
classes will be planned for future dates 
and other locations. The March class 
will be facilitated by Ann Drobot, BSW, 
Director of Programs and Advocacy for 
East Central Iowa Alzheimer’s 
Association.  

A light lunch will be provided. Please 
contact Jan Wicks to register and for 
transportation needs, 319-337-5629.  

Please plan to attend and bring a 
friend.  

This will be an informative and needed 
presentation! 

tel:(319)%20337-5629
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
  

Join us in Coover Lounge from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 We are continuing to study the 
Book of Revelation.  

 

 The class is led by Sadie May and 
Pastor Sam Massey.  

 

 New members ALWAYS 
welcome.  

Let’s Bake Together! 
Saturday, March 25, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Meet in the church 
kitchen and we’ll 
bake some favorite 
recipes together. All 
ingredients are 
provided. For all 
ages.  
Have a recipe you’d 

like to share? Let Leah Bergman know, 319-351-
2660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org. 

You kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers  

of the earth. (Psalm 2:10) 

Looking for an easy source to help you express your political 
opinions to government officials? Check out a resource 
recommended by some of our staff people: https://5calls.org/  

Walking With God, Lenten Study 

 Join us on Thursdays during Lent for discussions and a dramatic presentation 
about what it means to “Walk with God.” 

We will start with a light supper at 6:00 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. At 
6:45 we will go to Coover Lounge for discussions on March 9, 16, 30 and April 
6. Our discussions will center around the book “Lenten Reflections on The 
Confession of Belhar.” The topics for discussion will be “A Call to Confess,” “A 
Call to Unity,” “A Call to Reconciliation,” “A Call to Justice,” and “A Call to Act.” 

On March 23, Kory May will share a dramatic presentation, with discussion to follow. You are welcome to 
attend all or as few as one of these sessions. If you would like to purchase a personal copy of the book, contact 
Judy Whitford at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org; otherwise there will be copies available for use during 
the sessions.  

The 222nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA), meeting in Portland, Oregon, in June 2016, 
adopted the Belhar Confession as part of the church’s Book of Confessions.  

Enjoy the Adult Satellite Library, 

Coover Corner  

This new library center was created with 
comfort in mind, new seating with a footrest, a 
side table to set your beverage on and a 
reading lamp, all designed to allow you a space 
to relax and reflect. The one book shelf 
includes multiple Bibles, reference material, 
and FPC history, and the other has current 
novels, self-help and relaxing Mandela coloring 
books and supplies. 

Please take time to stop in and enjoy this 
wonderful addition to Coover Lounge brought 
to you by Equipping Ministry, financed by an 
Endowment Grant. 

Direct library suggestions to Anna Sheetz at 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 

Equipping Ministry 

 

https://5calls.org/
mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”   
     —Matthew 18:20  

Equipping Ministry 

 

The Way 4th–6th grade Youth Group 
 

Thursday, March 9 
6:00–8:30 p.m. Dinner, Youth Group, BIG GAME 

Thursday, April 13 
7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship 

Saturday, May 13 
1:00-4:00 p.m.  Mini Golf at the Airport National Public 

Golf Course for The Way only. All 4th-6th 
graders invited. We will carpool from church, 
mini golf, get ice cream, and return to church 
by 4 p.m. 

Thursday, May 18 
7 p.m. End of the school year potluck and celebration 

 

                      Every Sunday, 9–10:15 a.m. 

What is “Koinonia?” 

That’s the name for our intergenerational Sunday School 
format. Koinonia is a Greek word that means “to be in 
community with other Christians.”  

March 
 

Theme: Prayer and Spirituality 
March 5 Learning all together 
March 12 Break-out sessions 
March 19 Mission 
March 26 Break-out sessions 
 

April 
Theme: Journey with Christ 
April 2 Learning all together 
April 9 Palm Sunday, “Journey to Jerusalem” 
April 16 Easter Sunday, Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt 
April 23 Mission 
April 30 Break-out sessions  

Vacation Bible School at FPC will be  

June 12–16  

Bring your kids for some awesome adventures 
alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes and 
discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God! 

Look for a sign-up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall starting 
on Easter Sunday, April 16. 

Helpers needed! Anyone grade 7 through adult can 
help out with this fun-filled week. 

Contact Leah Bergman for more information, 319-351-
2660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org. 
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Equipping Ministry 

Confirmation schedule is as follows: 

March 26, 11:45–1 p.m. 
April 2, 11:45–1 p.m. 

Statements of Faith due April 6 at youth group 
April 11, 6 p.m., Potluck dinner with Session 

April 15, 7 p.m., Easter Vigil Celebration!  

Senior Seminar has 
launched! This class is designed 
for and by Juniors and Seniors 
in High School! The next 
meeting is March 19 from 7–
8:30 p.m. We’ll have a guest 
speaker teaching us about 
personal finance. Bring a friend 
and be prepared to learn! 

Everyone ages 18–30 
years old is invited 
to join our new 
Young Adult 
Ministry. We meet 
every Monday from 
7–8:30 in the ROCK 
Room, downstairs. 
Please contact Anna 
if you have any 
questions. 

From February 24–26, FPC’s five Confirmation students and three adult leaders traveled to Camp Stronghold. This is a PC 
(USA) camp in Oregon, IL — about 2.5 hours away. The campus itself is a castle, with coats of armor, towers, and even a 
secret hallway behind a bookshelf! In attendance were 50 Presbyterian youth in Confirmation from three different 
Presbyteries. There was excellent playtime, delicious food, but even better learning! The youth have this to say: 

Camp Stronghold was a great experience. Having the kids here 
lead the service was really fun, and I want to try doing something 
like that again.  

Thank you so much for helping me learn about God, Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Ghost, as well as the church and myself. Stronghold 
is a great place and I hope to come back. 

We played a lot of games, we had a unique worship where every 
group had a part of the worship. We also got to sleep in a castle! 
We met a lot of new friends, we sang songs, we danced. It was 
the best, so again we thank you for everything.  

We thank Jeremy Faden and Anita Burnett for volunteering their 
time and weekend to attend this retreat with our youth. Thank 
you to the supportive parents and families of our Confirmation 
students. Thank you to First Presbyterian Church for supporting 
our youth as they grow in their Confirmation journey! 

Confirmation Trip to Camp Stronghold 

Anna is now collecting wrapped candies, 
small treats, and small toys to put into 
the Easter Eggs for Easter Sunday. 
Please drop donations off in the 
container near the youth corner in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Please ask 
Anna for more details. 
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installed as moderator of Presbytery. The speaker in the 
worship service was inspirational and knowledgeable. 
With a unanimous vote, the Presbytery approved a 
motion to participate in a fundraiser for a Christian 
boys’ school in Pasrur, Pakistan. Pastor Sam spoke to a 
motion before Presbytery to express its opposition to 
the government’s travel ban — that this would 
wrongfully affect people who are here legally. The 
Presbytery approved the motion. 

FPC youth member Sarah Burton requests FPC 
contribute to the “Best Buddies” program at the ICCSD 
high schools. Session approved a motion allowing her to 
ask for contributions from the congregation to the 
ICCSD “Best Buddies” program at a future Sunday 
service to be determined with Sam. 

Thursday, March 30, is the FPC session’s night to cook 
and serve, and get to know the youth at the Youth 
group meeting. 

Elder Richard Van Rheeden closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

The next session meeting will be held March 21, at 7 
p.m., in Coover Lounge. 

(Session Highlights cont. from page 4) 

The National Argument Over the 

Question of Legal Abortion 

The current conversation over funding 
Planned Parenthood and legislation brings to 
mind some of the most painful experiences a 
pastor can endure. Pastor Sam has felt pretty 
inadequate trying to help parents passing 
through unbelievably difficult moments. He 
has pastored families who have miscarried or 
had still-born babies, brought seriously ill 
babies to term only to watch them die, and 
sat with anguished parents over the question 
of abortion rather than allowing a baby to 
suffer. He has struggled with the distinction 
between moral choice and legality. If you 
would like to read and respond to his 
reflections, please go to http://
www.firstpresiowacity.org/the-national-
argument-over-the-question-of-legal-
abortion/. Keep in mind that the blog space 
is for sharing and respectfully offering 
thoughtful reflections (rather than battering 
someone else’s perspective).  

MONEY MATTERS 

Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

January $50,493.27 $712.65 $51,205.92  $44,314.34 $6,891.58 

February $45,221.07 $215.12 $45,436.19  $46,217.92 -$781.73 

2017 Totals $95,714.34 $927.77 $96,642.11  $90,532.26 $6,109.85 

There will be NO Youth Groups on March 16.  

There will be NO Confirmation on March 19.  

http://www.firstpresiowacity.org/the-national-argument-over-the-question-of-legal-abortion/
http://www.firstpresiowacity.org/the-national-argument-over-the-question-of-legal-abortion/
http://www.firstpresiowacity.org/the-national-argument-over-the-question-of-legal-abortion/
http://www.firstpresiowacity.org/the-national-argument-over-the-question-of-legal-abortion/
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Needles, Hooks and Yarn 
This small group comes together to 
share each others’ company while 
we knit and crochet. If you would 

like to join us, we would love to have 
you; we meet at  

Legacy Ridge from 9:00–11:00 a.m.  
on Saturday mornings. 

 

For more information contact Tammy 
Schroeder at 351-2660. April 17 and 18. 

Pasrur (Pos-roo) Boys School  

The motion to sponsor a presbytery-wide 
fundraising campaign for the Pasrur Boys School 
passed the Eastern Iowa Presbytery unanimously. It 
was, in fact, a very loud “YES!” Veda also made a 
presentation to our church after worship on 
Sunday. A huge thank-you to all of you who were 
able to help with food set-up, and clean up.  

Amy and David Nicholson have made a $100,000 
gift (via the Wilson Family Foundation through the 
FPC Capital Campaign) in memory of their daughter, 
Tonya Nicholson, for the Boys’ School at Pasrur. This 
brings down the remaining cost to $100,000. The 
school will be named in memory of Janice and 
Herb’s granddaughter, Tonya Marie Nicholson and 

also in honor of Veda Gill. It will provide an education for the Pasrur boys 
in 6th–10th grades. 10th grade in Pakistan is considered the end of high 
school. This is a dream come true for the students and their families. 

All scholarships Funded! 

All 100 scholarships for our boarding school girls have been funded, as 
well as all our post-secondary girls (11th and 12th grades). What a joy it is 
to be able to say that! Thanks to all of our wonderful donors and 
sponsors, all of the girls will be able to return to school for the 2017–2018 
school year. First Presbyterian Church of Iowa City is doing God’s work in 
Pakistan.  

by Jane Cranston 

FRIENDS OF PASRUR 

First Presbyterian Church  

News from Friends of Pasrur 
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FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us 

Noon to 1 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall to discuss :  

March 29 Without You, There is No Us by Suki Kim 

April 26 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.  

For information, contact Jan Walker at 358-6737 

15th Annual Used Books and Bake Sale  

Co-sponsored by Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team and Four Oaks 
Iowa City will be held Friday, March 31, 3-6 p.m. and 8–11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 1, in the upper level of the church. 

The Presbyterian Women’s portion will be used to lend support to local 
human service agencies that they choose to support through their mission giving. Four 

Oaks Iowa City operates a Youth Emergency Shelter; PAL, an after school program for children needing 
more structure and supervision; and Educational & School Support Services. 
Four Oaks gives much support to children and families in our community. 

We are asking you to collect and contribute used books (paperback and 
hardback), CD’s, DVD's, & audio-CD’s, puzzles and comic/graphic books. (No 
encyclopedias, condensed books, magazines or textbooks please.) We will also 
be asking for contributions of baked goods. Sign-up sheets will be available the 
middle of March. The staff of Four Oaks will also be collecting items and baking 
for the sale and will share responsibility for setting up, helping during the two-
day sale, and cleaning up.  

We also will need your help distributing flyers around town or taping one in your car window. We also need you as 
customers! You’ll be glad you came! Questions contact: Sharon Raffensperger at 351-6995 (jsraff63@gmail.com) 

Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 9 
8 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Thursday, April 13 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Great Easter Vigil  
 

Saturday, April 15 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 16 
8 and 10:30 a.m. 
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Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
Ph 319-351-2660 www.firstpresiowacity.org  
Except holidays or when announced 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &     
 SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF YOUTH, 
ADULT & SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC 
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP, 
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS 

Erin Landsee 
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org  

  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  
  

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Youth Ministry Happenings! 

Welcome to FPC Youth Ministry! 
We have three youth groups ranging from 4-12 grades.  
They are called: 

The Way 4-6 graders. This meets once a month on our  
Potluck Night. 

The Rock 7-8 graders. Meets every week. 

The Edge 9-12 graders. Meets every week.  

We also have a Parents Class that meets once a month  
during our Potluck Night. 

Our Thursday night typically looks like this:  

6-6:40 Delicious Dinner in Ryerson Fellowship Hall 

6:45-7:30 Lesson in Youth Room 

7:30-8:30 Youth Choir in the Choir Room or a BIG GAME, 
starting in Youth Room 

This is a great environment to grow, learn, and have fun! If you 
are a youth, please come join us! If you are an adult, we are 
always looking for leaders and volunteers to donate and join us 
for dinners.  

If you have any questions, please contact  
Anna Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org or  
Leah Leah.Bergman@firstpresiowacity.org  

March 16, Cancelled 
Enjoy Spring Break! 

March 23, 6–8:30 
The second of our “Tough Topics” series.*  
Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 

March 30, 6–8:30 
The third of our “Tough Topics” series.* 
Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 

April 6, 6–8:30 
The fourth and final “Tough Topic”*. 
Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 

April 13, Potluck Dinner at 6 
BIG NIGHT! We will meet at 6 for our 
regularly scheduled potluck and then 
attend the 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday 
service together.  

*Contact Anna if you’d like to know more 
about our series. 

mailto:Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:Leah.Bergman@firstpresiowacity.org

