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Share FPC happenings with your friends and family:
‘Like’ FPC on Facebook
Share FPC Facebook posts: sermons, choirs and service / event invitations
Personally share pew card invitations
Share FPC website via your email: watch Sunday 10:30AM worship service live

Have you heard the FPC invitation on Iowa Public Radio
910AM?
‘Support comes from First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City. Helping transform the world
through the living God to love, serve, and challenge injustice. Lifting the human heart through the proclaimed
word, music and arts ministry. More information at “First Pres Iowa City dot org”.’
Beginning in late April, our air spot will be shared via online listening on three Iowa Public
Radio stations: News 910AM, Classical 91.7FM, and Studio One KSUI 91.7 HD-2.
Pick-up the Corridor Family Guide when exiting your favorite area grocery store and look for the
month’s highlighted family events at FPC.

Hymn Festival May 21
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There will be a celebratory hymn festival during the
10:30 a.m. worship service on May 21st.
The FPC sanctuary choir, brass, and organ will be joined
by the St. Andrew brass players for a morning of worship,
hymns, anthems, and readings.
That morning will also be Senior Recognition Day. Please
join us for this end of the school year celebration!
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The grace and peace of the Lord Christ be with you!

against Rome was it.

The other day I got walloped by some sort of nasty bug
that put me to bed. The only enthusiasm I could muster
was for television: lots of it. Specifically, I watched two
program series. First, episodes of Finding Jesus – starring
our own Bob Cargill – had been saved for an occasion
allowing for viewing. This was it. Second, I watched the
HBO series entitled Rome.

While some pious scholars want to tell us this is all
amistake – didn’t Jesus say his kingdom (realm) was not
of this world? – those around Jesus knew well that he
was advocating rebellion. What was misunderstood by
Rome was that Jesus was not advocating violent
rebellion. Turning the other cheek, carrying a Roman
soldier’s backpack an additional mile, sharing one’s
clothes until naked and other forms of passive
resistance strategies were all ones that Jesus taught.
Jesus’ goal was and is the same: that all governing
powers be reformed or defeated when they are
structured counter to God’s passion for justice, mercy
and faith. From Jesus’ strategy, the likes of Gandhi and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. learned very well.

I recommend the first one to you. It makes more sense if
you have read your Bible enough to know the stories and
characters to which the scholars allude. It amazes me
always that peasants could create so much turbulence
that an empire was converted. We remain bound to a
vibrant faith with such an illustrious and sometimes
wicked history.
I cannot recommend the second series to you, although I
persisted in watching it. Hints of the Roman history that I
studied in school (and then forgot) find articulation in
Rome; the series suggests some anchoring in actual
antiquity. Yet the decadence of imperial Rome finds full
fleshly play in each program, and it is a formula for
discouragement. Especially disturbing was the empty lip
service given to the gods and piety. Of course, eventually
the church became the empire, and the continuing quest
to disentangle church from state lies at the heart of the
American experiment.
This time of year, the gospels urge us to recall that Jesus
died a political death. It took persons of regional power
to ally with Rome’s international dominance to sentence
Jesus to crucifixion for revolutionary intent. As Finding
Jesus explains clearly, the religious authorities in Judea
had no authority to have Jesus crucified. He had to be
convicted of a heinous crime. Fomenting rebellion

For the following 2000 years, the church has
sometimes colluded with government and at other
times resisted it. Presbyterians in particular had the
unhappy Old World experience of being either the
abusers or the abused, so that they came to the new
world with the conviction that the church as an
institution needed protection from the instruments of
political coercion and seduction. Eventually, thinkers
like Thomas Jefferson concluded that the state needed
protection from the church.
Keep in mind that the separating wall between church
and state relates to the relationship between
institutional powers, not the interaction of persons.
This position is very different from efforts to restrict the
freedom of preachers to speak of politics in the church,
a liberty enshrined in both our church’s and our
national constitutions (and, contrary to rumor, the
(Pastor’s letter cont. on page 11)

A BIG THANK YOU to all those who participated in the Feed the Need food drive held in
conjunction with the new Photo Directory photography in March.
209 pounds of non-perishable items were collected & delivered to the Crisis Center.
If you were not able to schedule your photography in March, no worries, we will be
holding additional photo sessions July 18–19 from 1–8pm.
The photo directory will be reprinted with the additional
photos and any corrections from the first printing. Contact Tammy Schroeder for more
information and to schedule your appointment time, 319-351-2660.
An additional THANK YOU goes out to
all the volunteers who helped make
this project possible.
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Update on Congregational Generosity
We are pleased to note that 2017 congregational giving to God through the church budget (as of the end of
March) is still tracking only slightly behind giving in 2016. If you recall, 2016 was a banner year in congregational
generosity in light of the continuing Building God’s Future Capital Funds Campaign, which also has received
generous funding. Our leaders remain understandably nervous, however, due to a lack of actual pledges
received so far for the 2017 budget and some large gifts not yet received. Furthermore, we are headed for the
summer months when traditionally giving gets leaner.
The challenging news is that we still need several bountiful Sundays to drive up our average giving per Sunday
this year–at $9,800 per week–to last year’s average of $11,600 per week. (Clearly we did it then and with God’s
help I believe we can do it again.) In the meantime, Session has included in its planning process an exploration of
how to raise revenue and cut expenses.
Consequently, our spending remains constrained for everything but essentials: building, personnel, and basic
programming. Your continuing and increased generosity toward First Presbyterian Church for the next several
months will give our Session the confidence to make important leaps of faith. These leaps will allow us to
continue to impact for Jesus Christ those within and outside our walls: To God be the glory! We thank God for all
of you and your generosity!
Your Pastor Sam

Applications are now being accepted for the
William B. and Sharon P. Oglesby Scholarship at
The University of Iowa – deadline is June 5.
In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The
University of Iowa Foundation to establish a scholarship for deserving UI
students who are members of First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.
“Sharon and I have worked in education at the high school and university
levels our whole lives,” William Oglesby said, “and we believe education is the biggest factor not only in one’s
financial success, but in one’s aesthetic enjoyment of life.” Added Sharon Oglesby, “The scholarship seemed like
a way to blend our lifelong commitments to education and to the Presbyterian Church.” The Oglesby
Scholarship is awarded based on need and merit.
Eligibility Criteria:


The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa.



The applicant must be attending The University of Iowa in 2017-18.



The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.



Application must be made using the form available in the church office.



The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of Iowa
Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of Iowa Financial Aid office.



The application and all supportive documentation must be postmarked or delivered to the church
office (2701 Rochester Ave., Iowa City, Iowa 52245) no later than June 5, 2017.

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last
Friday in June. One or more scholarships will be awarded.
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Used Book and Bake Sale a Success
A HUGE THANK YOU to all the people who helped
with the Book & Bake sale: to those who took flyers,
those who donated books and baked, those who
helped organize the rooms and those who came to
buy.
A special thank you to Tom Martin, who suggested
the NO Set Price idea. The ladies at the check-out
table loved it, and we had our highest income with no
lines and with smiles on their faces! After our small
expenses we cleared $1,892.90, which the Women’s
Mission giving and IC Four Oaks will share.
As always the boys and girls from the Four Oaks
Shelter came and packed up all the leftover books and
loaded boxes in trucks and put away tables, so by
12:00 the rooms were ready for Gerald to clean up for
Sunday.
We could not do this without all of your great help.
Thank you so much.
Sharon Raffensperger, 1st Presbyterian and the
Four Oaks Board
Director Galen Main and the entire Iowa City Four
Oaks Staff

A note about
Ecumenical Towers Corporation

Did you know that FPC has a representative
on the Board of Directors of Ecumenical Towers
Corporation? The board oversees the management
of the Ecumenical Towers building. The apartments
for 81 low-income seniors are located at 320 E
Washington St. The board sponsors four events
throughout the year for the residents. The fall dinner
is one of the events and was on December 3. The
residents look forward to the dinner that has been
catered by Mrs. Ila Miller of Kalona for several years.
While the residents were getting seated and eating
their meals, Pastor John McKinstry and two First
Christian Church members provided musical
entertainment. At another event during the week of
Christmas, the board distributes “Santa Sacks,” which
include a sack with fresh fruit, candy, and envelopes
of cocoa and microwave popcorn, to each resident.
The last two annual events are a soup supper in
March and an ice cream social in July. The windows
on the south side of the building were replaced this
fall. It is anticipated that the windows on the north
side will be replaced next year. If you have not had a
chance to visit this wonderful home for low-income
seniors, stop by sometime. It truly is a great place to
call home. Bonnie Bender, FPC Representative

PEB Office Building Construction
by Jane Cranston
The construction of the PEB (Presbyterian Education Board) Office building, Phase – I (Ground Floor) at 6 Empress
Road, Lahore, Pakistan is in progress. The superstructure is complete and the plastering of the walls is in progress.
The completion date for Phase – I of the project will be the end of April 2017. PEB has hired an interior designer as
the structure is complete, so they are having regular meetings regarding the color schemes, floorings, ceilings,
lightings etc.
Members of our church contributed to this project, and we should take great pride in its accomplishment. The
building will provide a facility for the PEB school district office and a place to train teachers and have meetings.
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First’s Family
If you have a news item for the First’s Family News that you’d like to share, please submit it for
publication by May 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org.Thank you!

May 1-16

April 16-30
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/23
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/26
4/28
4/29
4/30
4/30

Calvin Martin
Candace Wiebener
Betty Lacina
Nathan Stolz
Bruce Guither
Tyler Fay
Jenny Kirschling
Amanda Harris
Rachel Marsh
Matthew Dodge
Matthew Morgan
Ann Muilenburg
Erin Suh
Gina Pottorff
Bill Preucil
Vern Dengler

5/02
5/04
5/05
5/06
5/06
5/06
5/07
5/07
5/08
5/08
5/09
5/09
5/10
5/10
5/10
5/10

Kevin Keith
Kory May
Anne Rizzo
Larry Bruner
Robert Ketterer
Kate Degner
Kathy Clifton
Leah Bergman
Gladys Nugent
Rachel Fehr
Sharon Van Dusseldorp
Debbie Torrens-Semler
MaryAnn Clemons
Susan Van Duyn-Phipps
Mike Phelps
Jim Jacobus

5/10
5/11
5/11
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/14
5/16

Blayne Roberts
Barb Stanerson
Ashley Nicholson
Rory Cargill
Quincy Cargill
Darin Schroeder
Janet Bain
Cynthia Chou-Liang
Sully Steen
Esther Puderbaugh
Devin Smith
Faraja Bigaba

Karen Hurt, Lipanda Kiji,
Ellen Finn Rausch, Joye McKusick
and Pat VanGerpen

Celebrate Spring with Brunch
Presbyterian Women at FPC have planned a spring brunch event at 10:30
on Saturday, April 22 in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. All women and girls,
along with their family, friends and neighbors, are invited to come and
enjoy chicken a la king served over homemade biscuits, Welsh rarebit
served on toast with steamed broccoli, salads and a light but special
dessert. Musical entertainment will be provided by Indigo — a quartet of
the local Sweet Adelines chapter, the Metro Mix Chorus. And there will
be prizes to be won! The cost for the brunch is $10. Sign up in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall and pay later at the event. Come alone or with a group
and enjoy the food and fellowship.
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Worship & Celebration Ministry

Summer soloists

Choir Schedule for May
As we wind down to the end of another
season of singing, all of the music
ministries will begin enjoying a welldeserved summer break. Thank you to all
our music ministry volunteers for your
faithful service throughout the year.

Sanctuary Choir
The Sanctuary Choir will sing
through the first Sunday of
June. Final Wednesday
rehearsal will be on Wed.,
May 17 at 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Thereafter, the choir men will
sing on May 28 and choir
women on June 4. We will
have a special rehearsal on
June 18 to prepare for the
AGO hymn festival on June 19.

Youth Choir
Will have their final rehearsal
on Thursday, May 11 at 7:308:30 p.m. They will sing for
worship on Youth Sunday, May
14. We will have a final potluck
and celebration with the youth
groups on May 18 from 6-8:30
p.m.

Every Sunday, 9–10:15 a.m.
What is “Koinonia?”
That’s the name for our intergenerational Sunday School
format. Koinonia is a Greek word that means “to be in
community with other Christians.”

April
Theme: Journey with Christ
April 16 Easter Sunday, Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt
April 23 Mission
April 30 Break-out sessions

May
Theme: Celebrating God’s Creation
May 7
Learn all together in Ryerson Fellowship Hall
May 14 Break-out sessions, Youth Sunday
May 21 Mission, Last Koinonia for the school year
There will be no Koinonia during the summer. It will begin again
on Sunday, September 10.
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Our singing and instrumental
choirs graciously provide
worship leadership from
September through June. For
the Sundays from June 18–
Sept. 3, they will get a welldeserved vacation. During that
time we welcome soloists to
provide music each Sunday for
our 10:00 a.m. service. Adults who have musical gifts
you’d like to share, whether vocal or instrumental,
college students home for the summer, children and
youth who have appropriate repertoire for worship—
all are welcome to sign up for a Sunday of music
leadership. There is a sign-up sheet on the choir room
door (down the hall near the bathrooms), or you may
contact Leah Bergman at 351-2660 or
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.

The Way
4th–6th grade Youth Group
Saturday, May 13
1:00-4:00 p.m. Mini Golf at the Airport National
Public Golf Course for The Way only. All 4th-6th
graders invited. We will carpool from church, mini
golf, get ice cream, and return to church by 4 p.m.
Look for an email about this event and let Leah
Bergman know if you’re able to attend! This will be a
great opportunity to celebrate and get to know one
another better.

Thursday, May 18
7 p.m. End of the school year potluck and
celebration

First Presbyterian Church
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March 2017 Session Highlights
-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session
The session met March 21, 2017 in
Coover Lounge at 7 p.m. Pastor Sam
called the meeting to order and lit the
Christ candle. Elder Vern Dengler led us
in devotions, reading a selection from
“Our Daily Bread” which reminded us
that regular times of rest are just as
important as work, and that our words
have the power to hurt or heal.
Clerk Nancy Weber read a thank-you
note from the Friends of the
Presbyterian Education Board of
Pakistan thanking FPC for their
donation (through the Wilson Trust
contribution to the Capital Funds
Campaign) of $100,000 to the fund for
the boys’ school in Pasrur.
The death of Nadine Oehler on March
6, 2017, was noted. Her service was to
be April 1, at 2 p.m. at Lensing’s, with
Pastor Sherry Lohman officiating.
The member transfer of Rebecca
Crutchfield to the United Church of
Santa Fe, Santa Fe, New Mexico was
approved.
Treasurer Larry Bruner reported that
we are still short $85,000–$90,000 in
pledges. Actual income is not as far
behind but still running behind. All
ministries have held their expenditures
well, so far.
The report from Finance was accepted.
Minutes of the February 21, 2017
stated session meeting were approved,
with corrections.
A motion passed confirming that FPC
will ask Presbytery of East Iowa to
approve FPC-IC Ruling Elder Sherry
Lohman to serve the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper in worship and at home
communions. This goes to the
Commission on Ministry.
Elder Carol Ulch presented the REALM
Planning Report on the 2017 budget.
She distributed the six-page “FPC
Financial Plan – Operations” document
that calculates different ways of
measuring possible budget shortfalls
plus solutions. Discussion continued,
and it became apparent that the budget
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issue would not be settled tonight. A
motion was presented and approved
to create three task forces: Impact
Management, Fund Raising, and
Communication, with the members to
be named by REALM planning.
Pastor Sam spoke about the new
member class. He asked them what had
brought them to First Presbyterian.
Some responses were: surfing the FPC
website, an invitation from someone in
the church, a positive experience with
PCUSA, having been invited to and
attending an event here, and feeling
comfortable to be here. When asked
what has kept them here, the warmth
of the congregation and our emphasis
on social justice and inclusion were
mentioned. The new members said that
among the things they hope FPC will
offer are family/children/youth
activities for younger folks, pastoral
care, and care in general for the older
members.

members was approved. Clerk will find
session members to attend. This is in
addition to the meeting to welcome
new members on Palm Sunday, April 9,
9:30 a.m. in Room 14 meeting.
A motion to permit youth group to
have a luncheon fundraiser on April 30
after worship to raise money for youth
mission trip travel expenses was
approved.
Servanthood member John Barr
explained the New Creations
International Church proposal for
funding as stated in the letter
distributed to session. Servanthood
Ministry presented a motion that
session concur with the funding of
$10,966.29 from the Burianek Trust to
provide payroll back-up funding and to
purchase additional curricular materials
for the Little Creations Academy
Childcare Center of New Creations
International Church as approved by
Sadie May. The motion was approved.

Elder and Building & Ground’s Vern
Dengler pointed out we have a part of
the roof that’s needing repair and also a
window that needs glazing. Vern will
get a bid and then submit to session for
approval if it is affordable.

Elder Grosscup gave an explanation of
how the Lucille Burianek Trust works.
Sadie May administers the trust.
Session cannot compel or require her to
make an expenditure, but concurs or
not with her suggestion. One year in the
A motion was by Elder and
past, session decided the Burianek Trust
Servanthood’s Ann Grosscup to sign the should be used to benefit women and
Iowa Public Radio contract and on-line children, but that was applicable for
streaming of our air spots, costing
that year only as no prior session can
approximately $4,000/year was
bind the decision making of subsequent
approved. (On 910 AM: We advertise
sessions. Sadie currently sees the fund
FPC, VBS, organ concert. We could
as primarily mission-based, although
advertise for other types of fundraising with special sensitivity to women and
events.) It should be noted that the
children.
vote, 9 yes, 7 no, demonstrated diverse
Elder Michelle Bessman asked session
feelings about the wisdom of making
members to sign up to bring food for
this investment at this time.
the March 30, 2017 youth dinner to
A motion to call a special session
which session is invited. June 3, 2017 is
meeting for Tuesday evening, April 11, the tentative date for the next Boot
at 6 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall for sale. Elder Michelle Bessman closed the
the purpose of receiving confirmation
meeting with prayer.
students into membership was
The next session meeting will be held
approved.
April 18, 2017 at 7 p.m., in Coover
A motion to call a special session
Lounge.
meeting Saturday, April 15 at 6 p.m. just
before the Easter Vigil) to welcome new
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Equipping Ministry
A huge “Congratulations”
is due to FPC’s 2017
Confirmation Class!
A hearty “Thank you” to Anita
Burnett for leading this class
with grace and patience.

SENIOR SEMINAR will meet
again Sunday, April 30
at 7 p.m. The topic is
Student Loans and how to
survive them.
Parents and friends are invited
to learn this valuable
information from our experts!

Join us for YOUTH SUNDAY
May 14, 2017.
We look forward to having you
worship with us!

Watch for next
Newsletter review of
the Junior High
Mission Trip to
DOOR: Chicago!
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The Youth Groups will have a
fundraiser on April 30 after church.
We will be serving FPC Family
Favorites. Our goal is to raise the
remaining $500 for transportation
costs to our mission trips. Please
join us for lunch and learn more
about what the youth ministry has
been up to this year. 

First Presbyterian Church
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Equipping Ministry
The Young Adult Ministry has been
meeting for about 4 months! We have 6
members from ages 18-30 years old and
meet every Monday from 7-8:30pm. This
has become a wonderful source of
support, education, and exploration for
FPC’s Young Adults. We are currently
working through Martin Thielen’s What’s
the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a
Christian? This has been a valuable tool
for us to get know each other. Starting
June 5, we’ll be using The Wired Word.
Over the Summer, the Young Adult
Ministry would like to invite any FPC
member to join us for the Wired Word discussion—Mondays from 7–8:30pm.
Contact Anna for more information.

Be sure to “Like” FPC’s
Facebook page!
We’ve added some new twists like
“Throwback Thursday” where you can
see pictures from the Photo Archives
and “FPC Friday Forum” when you’ll
have the opportunity to respond to a
funky question!

$$ Scholarships for Camp Wyoming campers $$
Presbyterian Women (PW) of First Presbyterian is a mission-focused
organization. One of the missions of which we are most proud is a scholarship
program for our young members. Campers entering grades 1–7 in the fall of
2017 are eligible to apply for scholarships to attend Camp Wyoming for one or
two summers. Camp Wyoming is a Christian summer camp and year-round
retreat center located in Jones County, Iowa. First-time summer campers are
eligible for a $200 scholarship. Campers returning for a second summer can
receive a $100 scholarship. Registration for the camp is now open — the first
summer camp session opens June 17.
Interested families should register their campers using Camp Wyoming’s online registration. Visit the camp’s
website at campwyoming.net. The registration process will allow parents to fill in the amount of church support
they expect to receive for their camper. There is no need to apply to PW for the scholarship. The camp will bill
Presbyterian Women for the promised scholarship amount. Families will need to pay a deposit at the time of
registration. Any remaining balance after the scholarship will be due when the camper arrives for their camp
session.
Your Presbyterian Women are proud to support our young campers. Our fundraising event to support this
mission will be held after the 10:30 service Sunday, October 15. Watch for details later this summer.
If you have questions about the scholarships, contact Carol Kirsch at 325-2559 or carolkirsch52@gmail.com.
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When you think of Easter, what comes to mind? What is your favorite picture?

Pastor Sam carefully framed
his favorite picture below:

The cross is empty, the tomb is empty, shining
bright light overcomes all darkness . . .
Your staff friends at First Presbyterian Church
wish you God’s power and peace during this joyful
season celebrating the Risen Christ!

MONEY

MATTERS
Larry Bruner, Treasurer

Contributions

Misc. Income

Total Income

Total Expenses

Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

January

$50,493.27

$712.65

$51,205.92

$44,314.34

$6,891.58

February

$45,221.07

$215.12

$45,436.19

$46,217.92

-$781.73

March

$38,565.75

$31,257.22

$69,822.97

$44,211.97

$25,611.00

$134,280.09

$32,184.99

$166,465.08

$134,744.23

$31,720.85

2017 Totals
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You and I have a Good Friday and Easter Faith. In the
Resurrection, God proved greater than death. The antihuman powers that conspired against Jesus choked on
God’s determination that life, love and light would have
the final word. The calling of the true church is to
This position is also very different from attempts to
recognize that God commands government’s authentic
restrict people from speaking of their personal faith in
role to be that of an empowering servant, especially
secular settings such as government, a liberty which is
toward the least of Christ’s brothers and sisters. The
also enshrined in the Bill of Rights—although some
idolatries that currently strive to define government
organizations seek to suppress this free speech lest
differently—indeed, that seek to rewrite the United
persons of no or other faith be offended by it. The courts
States Constitution in order to remake our nation in their
continue to struggle with this particular issue.
image—need to be firmly grasped, confronted and
restrained, and I mean in the most Christ-like of ways.
We Presbyterians have spoken pastorally and
encouragingly to governing power when hope grew dim. Not people, mind you: rather, the idolatries they
We have spoken prophetically when power overreached embody.
and threatened civil liberty and world peace. We have
Jesus warned his disciples to stay awake, for many
admonished other Christians who have sought
reasons. This is an excellent season in which to do so.
government power to aid their narrow dogmatic causes.
We have stood with people of every faith when it
I wish you the peace and presence of the Resurrected
seemed that they were at risk of being disenfranchised. Christ this Easter season! He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!
(Pastor’s letter cont. from page 2)

Johnson Amendment does not overturn or restrict the
freedom of preachers, just the formal partisanship of
entire church institutions).

Government, in turn, has at times attempted to co-opt
the church, the Bible and even Jesus to its agenda. At
other times, government has comfortably marginalized
the witness of the church by labelling it conservative,
liberal or inconsequential.

Love and blessings.
With love, your pastor, Sam

Needles, Hooks & Yarn
This small group comes together to
share each others’ company while we
knit and crochet.
If you would like to join us,
we would love to have you;
we meet at Legacy Ridge from
9:00–11:00 on Saturday mornings.
For more information
call Tammy Schroeder
at 351-2660
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EAT OUT GROUP
Join Us at

April 20 at 6 p.m.
Hosts:
Dwight & Pauline Miller
351-2576

April 15 - May 15, 2017

FPC Book Club Invites You to
Join Us
at our new location at Legacy Senior Living on
Scott Blvd. from Noon to 1 p.m.
For more information, contact Janice Baumback
337-5898.
April 26 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
May 31 Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.

Deacon Bench
Sanctuary Seating
About 5 years ago, we took out some of our pews and added chairs to offer more flexible
seating. The chairs have been very popular. We are re-assessing the value of further
modifications for seating in the sanctuary, for several reasons:
1. To offer a wheelchair reserved zone, so moving chairs is not necessary and there are
always a place for our non-ambulatory members.
2. To offer more flexible seating at the front of the sanctuary for those with hearing or sight impairments, and to offer
the ability of wheelchairs up front when desired.
3. To be able to have more space up front for orchestra, choir, bells and dance, and more flexibility in the worship
experience.
We have surveyed for three Sundays in March, and received 18 total responses as below:
Sanctuary Seating Survey Results:
Take more pews out of the back

4

Take more pews out of the front

4

Take more pews from both front and back

9

Take no more pews out

1

Take out all the pews

1

If you still want to provide input, please contact a member of the Health Ministries Team: Rhonda Barr at 319-936-5998
(JOBTennis@mchsi.com), Jan Wicks at 337-5629 (wicks1@mchis.com), Anne Dengler at 337-5184
(denglerfam@gmail.com), or Maeleen Thorius at 665-2360 (mthorius@southslope.net)
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Did you know that 1 in 5 adults in the US experiences a mental illness in a given year?
You most likely know someone with a mental illness or
you have one yourself. Only 41% of adults in the US with
a mental health condition received mental health services
in the past year. This may be because people aren’t able
to access mental health resources, and the social stigma
associated with mental illness keeps people from seeking
treatment. NAMI is the US’s largest grassroots mental
health organization. It educates through its programs
such as Peer-to-Peer and Family-To-Family that are
facilitated by people with mental illness and family
members of people with mental illness, respectively. They
also have a support group called NAMI Connection. These
programs are available in Johnson County and are FREE.
NAMI relies on gifts and contributions to support these
programs and more. That’s why NAMI’s biggest
fundraiser, the NAMIWalk, is so important.

team/FirstPresIC and click “Join Our Team” or email Jamie
at jamieraye@gmail.com to get set up. If you are less
than internet savvy but still want to join, call Jamie
Helmick at 319-471-8714 to receive all the information.
We can start coming up with ideas about how to raise
money for this worthy cause.
If you are wondering why Jamie is so passionate about
mental illness and programs that assist those with
connections to it, she will tell you that she lives with
serious mental illnesses and has had Major Depressive
Disorder since her pre-teens and developed Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder in her late teens. She has spent
months upon months in the hospital due to psychological
disorders. Jamie is not ashamed of it and feels the
importance of talking about it because stigma and shame
are reasons people do not seek treatment and disclose
their mental health experiences.

Join First Pres and friends at the 2017 Johnson County
NAMIWalk. It will be held on May 6 at Terry Trueblood
So join Jamie in this year’s Johnson County NAMIWalk.
Recreation Area south of Iowa City. Registration is at 8:30
Together, we can bust the stigma!
a.m., and the walk around the lake begins at 10:00 a.m. If
you are interested in walking, go to www.namiwalks.org/

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
is wrapping up for summer soon—if you would like to
join us next fall, watch for more information in
upcoming bulletins and newsletters. Any questions,
feel free to connect with Pastor Sam at 351-2660 or
by email sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org.
Everyone is welcome.
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Youth Ministry Happenings!
Thursday, April 20

Welcome to FPC Youth Ministry!

This will be a time of recapping the year
and prepping for Youth Sunday. (Anna will
be at a conference.)
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS @ 7:30**

We have three youth groups ranging from 4-12 grades.
They are called:

Thursday, April 27

The Rock 7-8 graders. Meets every week.
The Edge 9-12 graders. Meets every week.
We also have a Parents Class that meets once a month
during our Potluck Night.

We’ll be cooking and prepping for the
Fundraiser
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS @ 7:30**

Sunday, April 30
YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER
AFTER 10:30 CHURCH

Thursday, May 4
We’ll be finishing up final plans for
Youth Sunday.
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS @ 7:30**

Friday, May 5
Departure for DOOR: Chicago mission
trip! We’ll see you Sunday afternoon.

Thursday, May 11

The Way 4-6 graders. This meets once a month on our
Potluck Night.

Our Thursday night typically looks like this:
6-6:40 Delicious Dinner in Ryerson Fellowship Hall
6:45-7:30 Lesson in Youth Room
7:30-8:30 Youth Choir in the Choir Room or a BIG GAME,
starting in Youth Room
This is a great environment to grow, learn, and have fun! If
you are a youth, please come join us! If you are an adult, we
are always looking for leaders and volunteers to donate and
join us for dinners.
If you have any questions, please contact
Anna Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org or
Leah Leah.Bergman@firstpresiowacity.org

Time to rehearse for Youth Sunday! This
will be our first and final ‘dress’ rehearsal!

Saturday, May 13
The Way Mini Golf Outing, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Sunday, May 14
YOUTH SUNDAY!

Thursday May 18
Our End of the Year Celebration
THE BIGGEST GAME EVER!
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Equipping Ministry
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” —Matthew 18:20
Vacation Bible School at FPC will be
June 12–16
Bring your kids for some awesome adventures
alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes and
discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God!
Look for a sign-up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall starting
on Easter Sunday, April 16.
Helpers needed! Anyone grade 7 through adult can
help out with this fun-filled week.
Contact Leah Bergman for more information, 319-3512660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.

Vacation Bible School at
First Presbyterian Church
June 12 – 16, 2017 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Registration Form
Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________
Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________
Home Church: _________________________________________________________
Age: _____ Birthdate: _____________ Last School Grade Completed: _________
Parent/Guardian Phone: Home _________ Work _________ Cell _____________
Emergency Contacts:
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Names of Persons with Permission to Pick-up this child from VBS:
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Allergies/Medical information/Food Needs/Other Concerns:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
First Presbyterian Church Iowa City
319-351-2660

Please return to:
2701 Rochester Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52245
www.firstpresiowacity.org

Contact Leah Bergman by phone or at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org with any questions.
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First Presbyterian Church
2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Monday–Friday
Ph 319-351-2660 www.firstpresiowacity.org
Except holidays or when announced

First Presbyterian Church Staff
MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Leah Bergman
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP,
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS
Erin Landsee
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
ORGANIST
Melissa Moll
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org

Page 16

MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &
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Judy Whitford
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
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