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Sunday Worship Hymn Festival May 21
There will be a celebratory hymn festival during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service on May 21.
The FPC sanctuary choir, brass, and organ will be
joined by the St. Andrew brass players for a
morning of worship, hymns, anthems, and
readings.
That morning will also be Senior Recognition Day.
Please join us for this end of the school year
celebration!

MISSION Possible TRUNK SALE
Saturday, June 3, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

FPC lower level parking lost
Join us on Saturday, June 3, for our second
annual car trunk sale, located in the lower
parking lot of Iowa City First Presbyterian
Church located at 2701 Rochester in Iowa City.
Sale items include household goods, plants,
tools, clothing and antiques. All proceeds go to
benefit local charities. Hours are 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, June 3. Don’t forget to sign up
for a space and join friends and neighbors for
this fun event.

Pentecost Offering – June 4, 2017
This year on Pentecost Sunday, June 7, we will celebrate the
birthday of the Church. On this date, as we have since 1998, we will
receive the Pentecost Offering. This denominational special offering
is intended to nurture the faith of children, youth and young adults.
40% – A Johnson County program, yet to be named, serving youth
will receive of 40% of the FPC offering.
25% – Young adult volunteer programs throughout the world.
25% – Youth ministries that guide youth.
10% – Child advocacy.
While each of these ministries are important, please know that 40%
of your Pentecost Offering will directly benefit Johnson County
youth. Offering envelopes will be in the pews Sunday, May 21, 28
and June 4.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you!

Anna Jarvis, fought for the
title of the holiday to stay in
To be clear, I loved my mother, although I struggled with
the singular possessive her expectations of me at times. And I suppose that most
Mother’s Day - because it is
people, even for the sake of political correctness, would say
this mother or that mother,
they love or loved their mothers, even if accompanied by a
and not just any mother, who
roll of their eyes.
should win our accolades.
So here is a question worth pondering: Who is the woman Changing the title of the
holiday to Mothers’ Day as
pictured to the right and why did she fight Mother’s Day?
some suggested would have
Anna Jarvis, the purported founder of Mother’s Day is
meant to Jarvis that mothers
pictured here and below is what the National Geographic
should be celebrated for the
online (edited) says about her:
simple reason of successful
procreation, which was a non
The holiday has somber roots: It was founded for
-starter with her.
mourning women to remember fallen soldiers and
work for peace.... It all started in the 1850s, when
Anna Jarvis lost the battle over Mother’s Day and died
West Virginia women’s organizer Ann Reeves Jarvis— penniless and demented in a state sanitarium.
Anna’s mother—held Mother’s Day work clubs to
Undoubtedly, if my mother still lived, I would spend the
improve sanitary conditions and try to lower infant
average $168 that children typically spend to honor their
mortality by fighting disease and curbing milk
mothers on the second Sunday of May. My mother had her
contamination, according to historian Katharine
moments, yet overall she was a swell mom.
Antolini of West Virginia Wesleyan College. The groups
also tended wounded soldiers from both sides during Yet now that I am orphaned, I might focus my attention on
the U.S. Civil War from 1861 to 1865…. The 1905 death a significant question: What qualities make for a good (or at
of Anna’s own mother inspired her to organize the first least a good enough) mother? By those criteria, do all
Mother’s Day observances in 1908. On May 10 of that mothers – including our own — qualify? As I think about my
year, families gathered at events in Jarvis’s hometown own mom, the qualities she exhibited — and that I most
treasure — had their source in an entirely different mother.
of Grafton, West Virginia—at a church now renamed
the International Mother’s Day Shrine—as well as in
In Britain centuries ago, long before Anna Jarvis, the fourth
Philadelphia, where Jarvis lived at the time, and in
Sunday of Lent was termed Mothering Sunday. This was the
several other cities. Largely through Anna Jarvis’s
day when Christians remembered Mother Church and
efforts, Mother’s Day came to be observed in a
expressed gratitude for their local congregations and their
growing number of cities and states until U.S.
attachment to the larger body of Christ: Christ is the vine,
President Woodrow Wilson officially set aside the
and we are the branches, to quote Jesus (John 15:5). My
second Sunday in May in 1914 for the holiday. “For
mother was taught to worship God and serve persons by
Jarvis it was a day where you’d go home to spend time
this Most Holy Mother Church, as was her mother before
with your mother and thank her for all that she did,”
her, the same tradition of spiritual formation going way
said historian Antolini, who wrote “Memorializing
back and being repeated over long generations: Just as I
Motherhood: Anna Jarvis and the Defense of Her
was and still am and Susan and I strive to help our boys
Mother’s Day” as her Ph.D. dissertation.
become.
Yet when the holiday went commercial and led to large
Perhaps Anna Jarvis can expand our horizons, and cause us
sums being made by florists, confectioners and card
to ask ourselves this question: What did or did not make our
makers, this same Anna Jarvis spent her last penny to fight
mothers praiseworthy? What did they teach us about living
this progression toward commercialization tooth and nail.
a meaningful, impactful life? Then perhaps we can ask
She broke up business conventions focused on profiting
ourselves how we can make Jesus Christ’s church, and
from the day, publicly attacked Eleanor Roosevelt for
specifically First Presbyterian Church, a more nurturing
encouraging it, led boycotts, brought lawsuits, and used all
mother toward all people?
of the money she inherited to send this one message: Not
all mothers were worth celebrating. Yet her mother did so God’s blessings,
much good for others – and other mothers like her did the
same – they deserved paeans of praise for using whatever
power they had at their disposal to make the world a better Your Pastor, Sam
place.
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Servanthood Ministry
Special Session meeting learns about Immigration Law
On Tuesday, April 25, 2017, elders, deacons, Servanthood Ministry members and staff met to learn about
immigration law. This special session training was held at the request of Session to learn more after a local
Muslim leader asked if FPC is a safe-faith-space. The evening was solely for learning the law. Session
discernment and decision making will occur in the near future.

Servanthood Ministry elders Michelle Bessman, Ed Cranston and Ann
Grosscup with Immigration Law presenters Teresa Stecker, IC
Compassion Executive Director, and Jessica Donels, UI Law student.

Teresa Stecker after receiving First Presbyterian
Church's Gold sponsorship of the Eastern Iowa
Refugee Summit from Ed Cranston. The Summit
is scheduled for June 16 - 17, 2017, at West
High School, 2901 Melrose Avenue, Iowa City.

Glad You’re Our Neighbor
yard signs at FPC
parking entrances
Recently a woman stopped in the
church office to tell us she liked
our yard signs. She said she had
seen the signs at homes but not at
public places and she was pleased
to see them at a church!
Elder Bob Youngquist speaks with Teresa Stecker following training
as Jessica Donels and Pastor Sam look on.

Eat Out Group
May 25, 6 p.m.,

Highland Ridge,
Williamsburg
Judy Terry will be your
hostess, 319-499-8168.
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She asked where she could get a
sign and Tammy Schroeder replied
at the Mennonite church on
Myrtle Ave, and also from a
member of the Consultation of
Religious Communities (CRC).
During the conversation,
information about FPC was
requested, and then multiple
copies of the First’s Family
newsletter were provided—she
wanted to share with friends.
Thanks, Tammy, for quality
outreach!

May 15—July 15, 2017

Servanthood Ministry
Anna attends EAD Conference and Lobbies in Washington, D.C.
Anna Sheetz; Minister of Youth, Adult, and Servanthood
The weekend of April 21–24, I had the honor of attending
Ecumenical Advocacy Days, a conference about social justice, in
Washington, D.C. The theme of this year’s conference was what
Martin Luther King Jr. coined “the giant triplets”—racism,
materialism, and militarism. In a time when we see more people
of color being shot by police, who are armed with military-grade
equipment, and when the richest 63 people in the world have
more wealth than the bottom half of the human population,
about 3.7 billion people–this conference seemed timely.
There were amazing speakers, such as Tamika Mallory, the
National Co-Chair of the Women’s March on Washington; Eric
Mitchell, the Director of Government Relations for Bread for the
World, and PCUSA’s own Stated Clerk of the General Assembly,
Reverend Doctor J. Herbert Nelson. I learned about the world
from a perspective of systemic injustice and how important
faithful advocates are. Monday, April 24 was “Lobby Day,” when
buses took the 1,000 conference participants from our hotel
outside the Pentagon to Capitol Hill. There we were split into
states and regions to visit our representatives. All of the “Asks”
were the same: “As people of faith, we call on Congress to make
budget decisions that advance the common good. We ask that you
reject increased military spending and instead preserve robust
funding for programs that support people living in poverty and
other vulnerable persons in America and abroad, address systemic
racism, and exercise responsible care for the earth.” I had the
pleasure of visiting Representative Dave Loebsack’s office, where
the people were kind, there was Iowa Hawkeye memorabilia, and
many small tractors. It was a wonderful empowering experience
to have his aide nod, take notes, and respond to what we were
saying. Later, about 12 Iowans went to visit Senator Charles
Grassley’s office, where the people were a little more stoic, a
framed picture of President Trump’s inauguration was on the wall,
and Fox News was on the television. It was a tense conversation
with Grassley’s aide, who had previously worked with Jeff Sessions
in Arkansas. There were diversions about militarization of police
forces, with promises of the border wall having drones and police
forces, and with a promise that immigration will not be reformed
until the U.S. can figure out how to pull in the “best and the
brightest.” I had to catch my flight out before the meeting with
Senator Joni Ernst’s aide.
This conference truly changed my life and will continue to grow
my passion for advocacy in years to come. As Reverend Herbert
Nelson preached at our Sunday interdenominational worship
service, advocacy is a form of worship, as we stand among those
whom Jesus stood with, the least of these. He even went as far as
saying, “If your church is not doing social justice … find a different
church.” I thank God that First Presbyterian Church is known for
social justice in Iowa City. I look forward to the ways God will use
this conference to be a stronger and wiser voice as we continue to
find ways to fight for social justice in years to come.
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The annual Iowa City Pride Parade is a
tradition of fun for the whole family.
Join FPC as a participant or just watch with
friends, Saturday June 17.
The parade starts at 1 p.m. at College Green
Park and travels through downtown Iowa City
for approximately 30 to 45 minutes.
After the Parade there are many events
throughout Downtown including:
Pride on the PedMall,
Pride Entertainment on the PedMall,
Free Food @ Studio 13, Pride Entertainment
@ Studio 13 and more!
Join us as we celebrate acceptance and
diversity.
For more information or to sign up, contact
Brian Kleis at keyser257@yahoo.com

May 15—July 15, 2017

First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by July 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

May 15-31
5/16
5/17
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/30
5/31

Faraja Bigaba
Francis McConnell
Leticia Mahinga
Jim Claypool
Nancy Gardner
Sarah Harris
Aziza Bigaba
Ila Howe
Ann Robinson
Jan Erickson
Brian Morris
Larry Pugh
Dorothy McGinnis
Clyde Seery
Brenda Bradley
Ashlyn Woodburn
Ann Feddersen

June
6/1
6/1
6/3
6/3
6/3
6/3
6/4

Chase Eckland
Nathan Goddard
Amy Fletcher
Mark Harris
Karen Hurt
Dale Kraus
Alice Martin

July 1-15
6/5
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/19
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/27
6/28

Ronald Schnack
Rebecca Bigaba
Tayler Foster
Susan Massey
Jennifer Adams
Arielle Soemadi
Lee Ann Koch
Paul Maxwell
Don Ross
Suzanne Summerwill
Randy Howe
Dale Sheets
Emanuel Kunangika
Jocelen Hamilton
Lara Marsh
Nancy Stensvaag
Kathryn Feagins
Amy Dunkle
Roxanne Gustaveson
Nancy Warren
Lydia Smith
Ruth Westfall
Jack Degner
Sue Maccarillo
Brent Morgan
Israel Mahinga
Pete Van Gerpen
Dick Dustin
Pauline Miller

7/1
7/1
7/1
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/10
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/15
7/15

Ken Fisher
Sara Miller
John-Mark Stensvaag
Mutula Kasiriba
Flint Mahinga
John Phipps
Scott Pottorff
Pat Van Gerpen
William Oglesby
Saira Steen
Janet Grimes
Rebecca Stockman
Janice Baumback
Shaun Roberts
Sunhyoung Lee
John Barr
Mary Helen Kennerly
Janice Wilson
Carolina Guerrero-Webb
John Raffensperger
Bob Youngquist
Erica Dodge
Jesse Mahinga

Congratulations to Jane Burton, who graduated
May 12 from Vanderbilt University with a doctorate in
audiology (AuD). Jane will continue her studies at the
Vanderbilt Brain Institute, where she’ll be pursuing a PhD
in neuroscience.

Craig Gustaveson, Toni
DeRyke, Jan Erickson and
Shirley McFarland

Aurora Lee Kennerly Christenson was
born May 7 to Mary Helen and Paul.
Boone and Emily Guthe welcomed baby
Adeline Mae Guthe into the world May 7.

To: Jacquelyn Harb, at
the death of her
husband, Joseph, who
died on April 5; Edmond Bigaba and Milord
Byamunga, whose sister in Africa died; and to
Jake DeRyke and family at the death of his wife,
Toni DeRyke
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Dwight and Pauline Miller became new
great-grandparents on Easter Sunday to
Emmett Thomas Stizmann, son of their
granddaughter Holly and her husband
Eric Stizmann in Waterloo. All are doing
well.
May 15—July 15, 2017

Equipping Ministry

Youth Group Schedule
Thursday, May 18
OUR BIGGEST GAME YET! Parents and youth are
invited to our End of the Year Celebration Potluck
and Game!

Our final Senior Seminar will be
Sunday, May 21 from 7–8:30 p.m.

Did you know that if Congress
cuts safety net programs,
every single church in the US
will need to contribute
$50,000 for the next 10
years to make up for it?
Join us at the 9 a.m. hour on
Sunday, May 21 as we put
together our sack lunches for
Salvation Army and our
Offering of Letters. We will
have a guest speaker who will
teach us about Bread for the
World and what they do to
End Hunger, both nationally
and internationally.

We will have a celebratory ice cream party and families
will be invited. We’ll go through some final thoughts on
time management, course scheduling, and study habits!

Students graduating this year
are invited to our
YOUNG ADULT GROUP which meets
Mondays from 7-8:30pm.

FPC Book Club Invites
You to Join Us
From noon to 1 p.m. at our
new location at Legacy Senior
Living on Scott Blvd. For more
information, contact Janice
Baumback, 337-5898.
May 31 Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Watch for fall schedule in upcoming newsletters.
Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship.
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Equipping Ministry

Youth Movie Summer Series
Thursday, June 22; 6–9 p.m.
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
Topic: Redemption

Summer Activities designed for youth to bring
families, cousins, and friends! The More the Merrier!
** All details for the Family Fun Activities are TDB

Summer Fun Activities
Friday, July 7
Spiderman: Homecoming

Saturday, July 29
Family Beach Day at Lake McBride

Saturday, August 19

Thursday, July 13; 6–9 p.m.
WALL-E
Topic: Creation Care
Thursday, July 27; 6–9 p.m.
Finding Dory
Topic: The Prodigal Son
Thursday, August 3; 6 –9 p.m.
Secondhand Lions
Topic: Belief and Doubt
Dinner will be included. We’ll watch the movie
together and then discuss the provided topics.

Family Trip to Adventureland

FPC participated in the Johnson County CROP Walk on
Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017.
With 16 participants from First Presbyterian, organized by Cathe Franz and her family, the
CROP Walk raised over $25,000 for various charitable organizations. We raised a total of
$1,040 and were one of the top 8 donors with 25 total organizations. With such a clear day,
surrounded by friends, CROP Walk 2017 was a tremendous success! FPC sends a huge Thank
You to the Franz family. We look forward to participating in next year’s CROP Walk!
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Equipping Ministry
2017 Laughter and Latte Women’s Retreat
Save the dates October 13-14,
2017 on your calendar now so
you can attend the Laughter
and Latte Women’s Retreat at
Prairiewoods Retreat Center,
Hiawatha, IA. For those of you
who may be new we will
spend the night at the retreat
center on the 13th. Watch for more info in the
next newsletter.
We also wanted to let those of you who attended last
year’s retreat at the church know that we are planning to
have retreats at the church every other year. So in the fall
of 2018 we will have one here at the church again.

Covenant Bible Study
In September we will be starting a new Covenant Bible
Study class. Ruth Westfall has agreed to lead this class.
She was one of our faithful participants in our
Covenant 2 class. Email
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org or call 319-3313660 if you are interested in this class. Below is an
overview of what Covenant Bible Study is about:
Covenant is a 24-week, in-depth group Bible study in
which people read and discuss the Bible together;
learning how to love God—and others—better.

So the purpose of Covenant
Bible Study is to engage
participants in conversations
about this unique and special
relationship—as well as our
relationships with each other
and the world around us—as we study the Bible
together.
Covenant is based on the understanding that it is
through community—through shared reflection and
engagement—that we can best discover the Bible’s
transformative power. It is rooted in the simple idea
that we live well when we love well.

It differs from other Bible studies in that it emphasizes
the biblical concept of covenant as a unifying pattern
throughout the entire Bible. It underscores the unique
relationship that God chooses with us as God’s people. The goal of Covenant Bible Study is to deepen our
understanding of scripture while also helping us
The program covers both Testaments—discussing
respond together in answering God’s call to faithful life
books from each in a way that shows the
in Jesus. So it embraces a learning experience that
interconnectedness of scripture as a whole.
builds trust in others and confidence in scripture for
each participant—leveraging not just scriptural
But deep, committed study needn’t be complex. It
examples but also personal memories of God’s faithful
should be flexible, relevant and engaging.
love.
That’s why Covenant Bible Study is broken into three
It helps participants, through sharing and conversation,
eight-week modules—each dealing with a different
apply the Bible to their personal story.
aspect of what covenant means: Creating, Living,
Trusting.
Which not only helps cultivate a lifelong trust in God, it
helps each participant discover the Bible as a friend for
This study is a fresh look at a timeless promise. The
life.
biblical concept of covenant speaks to an enduring
commitment between God and God’s fruitful people.
Its promise—to live in a loving relationship with and for
each other.

Page 8

First Presbyterian Church

May 15—July 15, 2017

Worship & Celebration Ministry

Thank you to everyone who participated in worship music
leadership this year! The volunteers who gave of their time
and talents to serve in Sanctuary Choir, Youth Choir,
JuBELLation, FPC Brass and Woodwind ensembles,
Churchestra, soloists, and a pianists for 8 a.m. worship
services have helped to provide meaningful worship
throughout the year. God bless you and see you in the fall!

Summer soloists
Our singing and instrumental choirs graciously provide
worship leadership from September through June.
For the Sundays from June 18–Sept. 3, they will get a
well-deserved vacation. During that time we welcome
soloists to provide music each
Sunday for our 10:00 a.m.
service. Adults who have
musical gifts you’d like to
share, whether vocal or
instrumental, college
students home for the
summer, children and youth
who have appropriate
repertoire for worship—all
are welcome to sign up for a
Sunday of music leadership. There is a sign-up sheet on
the choir room door (down the hall near the
bathrooms), or you may contact Leah Bergman at 3512660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.

Sunday, 9–10:15 a.m.
What is “Koinonia?”
That’s the name for our intergenerational Sunday
School format. Koinonia is a Greek word that means
“to be in community with other Christians.”

May
Theme: Celebrating God’s Creation
May 14 Break-out sessions, Youth Sunday
May 21 Mission, Last Koinonia for the school year

There will be no Koinonia during the summer.
It will begin again on Sunday, September 10.

Gather at the rivers for the AGO hymn festival
June 21 at 7:30 p.m. here at First Pres!
On Monday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m. the North Central Regional Convention of
the American Guild of Organists will hold their opening hymn festival at First
Presbyterian Church. The hymn festival will be led by composer, organist, and
church musician Aaron David Miller. He will be joined by members of FPC’s
music ensembles.
This hymn festival will be open to the public and will be a celebration of our
newly restored Phelps organ, celebrating its 40th year since its dedication.
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April Session Highlights
~submitted by Nancy Weber
The session met in Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor
Sam called the meeting to order and lit the Christ candle.
Elder Dwight Miller led us in devotions with a reading
from Isaiah 53, and then led us in prayer.

with the exception of the A and
P Ministry that has an annual
budget that has already been
approved, are authorized to
expend up to 50% of their most
Motion to transfer the membership of Ben Urick to
recently revised budget
United Presbyterian, Chapel Hill, NC, was approved.
estimates through September 1, with the provison that
there might be other Session cuts possible before
Treasurer Larry Bruner reported there had not been
much spending, and we continue to encourage people to September 1, and there is no guarantee of funding
beyond September 1. Ministries are still expected to
give. We are where we were at this time last year, but
we still need approximately $11,600 in pledges per week spend carefully in preparation for the aforementioned
to come in to meet our budget. We do need to spend in impact process led by REALM Planning to begin soon.
certain areas – staff, some commitments already made,
Motion approved: Deacons to recruit and use previously
per capita – despite not having approved a budget.
serving deacons to assist with congregational care
through the end of the year.
The report from Finance Committee was accepted.
Minutes of the Session meetings on March 21, April 9
and April 11, 2017 were approved.
REALM Planning report on task force creation: Elder
Carol Ulch introduced the concept of “stack ranking,” a
method of prioritizing programs and passed out a
document concerning: 1.) “ Impact Assessment/
Analysis” — a process enabling Session to prioritize
programs/activities for reduction if that becomes
necessary, and 2.) “Supporting Task Forces – Fund
Raising; Communication,” and 3.) Goals for the task
forces that were discussed at the March 2017 Session
meeting. Elder Ulch and Deacon/REALM planning
member Jeremy Fletcher will look at the budget of each
ministry and work through the stack ranking process
with each. Ministries told Carol and Jeremy when and
where they meet so that they may attend their next
meeting. Ministries should have ready their list of
projects. Keep in mind that a goal is to design projects/
programs that have impact per the REALM model.

Building and Grounds expenditure motion approved:
Proceed with two roof repairs as follows: 1.) Window
glazing of clerestory by Marv’s Glass Specialties, Inc., and
2) repair of sheet metal flashing on upper roof section by
Dryspace, Inc. Cost of $3,119.60 to be taken from
Support Ministry budget.
Motion approved: Receive distributions from FPC
endowed funds or other sources of endowed income
(other than Walker Trust).
Motion approved: Distribute ¼ of presbytery per capita
($4,125).
Servanthood Ministry: Elder Richard Van Rheeden
presented information about steps to be taken to
alleviate current live stream issues and will keep us
informed.

Endowment and Memorial: Elder Ben Nicholson stated
that the May 2017 newsletter will contain solicitations
for spending proposals for undesignated funds, and
Motion from Servanthood approved: First Presbyterian decisions will be made by the Endowment Committee
Church Servanthood Ministry will sponsor the Johnson
around June 1 in preparation for Session to approve the
County Refugee Summit, June 16 and 17, 2017, in
committee’s recommendation at the June 2017 Session
celebration of World Refugee Day in the amount of $500 meeting. Ben warned that the monies are backup for
for a Gold Sponsorship, to: A.) demonstrate support for one-time capital campaign expenses or items that might
IC Compassion's mission to engage culturally diverse
have been budgeted yet fall within the endowment
communities together through hope, opportunities and article guidelines.
partnerships, as well as, B.) in appreciation for IC
Stewardship: Elder Van Rheeden announced that the
Compassion’s Immigration Law training provided to First
Trunk Sale will be June 3, 2017, probably 8 a.m. to midPresbyterian Church on April 25, 2017.
afternoon. Admittedly, there is no perfect date.
Motion approved: Session will pay $350 from Session
Sherry Lohman closed the meeting with sharing joys and
budget for the meal for the April 25, 2017, 6 pm special
concerns and closing with prayer.
Session meeting/Retreat informing session about
Immigration Law, led by IC Compassion.
The next Session meeting will be held May 16, 2017,
7 p.m. in Coover Lounge.
Motion approved: Individual Ministries/Committees,
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ABC Flute Trio (Atkinson-Bishop-Carlson)
The ABC Trio enjoyed
entertaining at the Bird House
on April 26, 2017. The Bird
House is the hospice home of
Johnson County. FPC member
Carol Tippe helped spearhead
the effort to make the home a
reality in 2015.
Rose Bishop is flute instructor/
professor and performer. Rose
gives lessons to Alice Atkinson
and FPC member David Carlson,
both members of the Iowa City
New Horizons Band and other
ensembles.

The latest word from Ecumenical Towers
~ by FPC Board Representative Bonnie Bender
The Ecumenical Towers annual fall dinner in November was very successful! Mrs. Ila Miller from Kalona catered the
usual turkey and dressing dinner topped off with her homemade pumpkin pie! Starting about fifteen minutes before
dinner was served, the Rev. John McKinstry (retired pastor at First Christian Church) on bass, Gail Cuppy on guitar, and
Al Zimmerman on keyboard entertained the group with their music. They continued their entertainment until everyone
had been served and then were able to partake of the delicious dinner. During the week of Christmas several board
members gathered at Ecumenical Towers to fill “Santa Sacks” with fruit, candy, microwave popcorn and hot cocoa mix
and then deliver one sack to each of the residents. In March the board entertained residents with a “Soup Supper”
catered by HyVee. Earlier in the year, an audit of the financial statement of the Ecumenical Housing Corporation for
2015 and 2016 was completed by the CPA firm of McGowen, Hurst, Clark & Smith, P.C. of Des Moines. That audit report
is available for review at the office in Ecumenical Towers as well as by contacting Bonnie Bender (319-430-8717). On
Monday, May 1, the annual meeting of Ecumenical Housing Corporation was held at 6:00 p.m. in the Robert Welch
Community Room at Ecumenical Towers. I am proud to say that our own Rev. Sam Massey gave the Invocation.

MONEY

MATTERS
Larry Bruner, Treasurer

Contributions

Misc. Income

Total Income

Total Expenses

Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

1st Quarter

$134,280.09

$32,184.99

$166,465.08

$134,637.99

$31,827.09

April

$71,830.61

$422.45

$72,253.06

$53,633.28

$18,619.78

2017 Totals

$206,110.70

$32,607.44

$238,718.14

$188,272.27

$50,466.87*

* overage due to restricted spending
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Spring 2017 New Members !

Chris Kolarik

Gerry Lowry

Jeff Orris

Jordan Kolarik

Aimee
Meardon-Orris

Chase
Burtness

Ryan Baker

Ali Skyles

Diane Mattila

Jordan
Kolarik

Amanda
Van Horne

Sam
Van Horne

Calling all Stitchers! Rags to Stiches needs your help.
Our cloth guest/visitor bag supply is getting low
and we need folks to sew them. These are an
easy sewing project, with all straight stitching!
Kits containing pre-cut bags and directions are
available in the church office, ask for Tammy
Schroeder.
If you would like more info, please
contact Nancy Warren 319-931-4388 (phone/
text) or nt_ia@hotmail.com (email)
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James Liang

Cynthia
Chou – Liang

Barb
Stanerson

Wednesday Morning Bible
Study
Has ended for the summer—if you
would like to join us next fall watch
for more information in upcoming
bulletins and newsletters. Any
questions, feel free to connect with
Pastor Sam at 351-2660 or by email
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org.
Everyone is welcome.

May 15—July 15, 2017

Applications are now being accepted for the William B. and Sharon P.
Oglesby Scholarship at The University of Iowa – deadline is June 5.
In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The University of Iowa
Foundation to establish a scholarship for deserving UI students who are members of First
Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.
“Sharon and I have worked in education at the high school and university levels our whole lives,” William Oglesby
said, “and we believe education is the biggest factor not only in one’s financial success, but in one’s aesthetic
enjoyment of life.” Added Sharon Oglesby, “The scholarship seemed like a way to blend our lifelong commitments
to education and to the Presbyterian Church.” The Oglesby Scholarship is awarded based on need and merit.

Eligibility Criteria:
 The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa.
 The applicant must be attending The University of Iowa in 2017-18.
 The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
 Application must be made using the form available in the Church office.
 The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of


Iowa Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of Iowa Financial Aid office.
The application and all supportive documentation must be postmarked or delivered to the
Church office (2701 Rochester Ave., Iowa City, Iowa 52245) no later than June 5, 2017.

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last Friday
in June. One or more scholarships will be awarded.

Deacons Bench
Do you have a FPC
Name Tag?
The Deacons have been placing a
neighborhood sticker on name
tags on the racks in the narthex. Why? We are promoting
a “know your neighbor” campaign! Each person is in a
Deacon Neighborhood, named by colors. That color will
be represented on your name tag with an appropriately
colored sticker: Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Teal, Purple,
Burgundy, Orange or Fuchsia!

There will be an additional Life
Touch photo session on
July 18 and 19
1 – 8 p.m.
The photo directory will be reprinted
with the additional photos and any
corrections from the first printing. Contact
Tammy Schroeder for more information
and to schedule your appointment time,
319-351-2660.

Over the summer – find your name tag, or ask the office
to have one printed for you. It will be placed in
alphabetical order on the racks in the narthex.
Wear your name tag when you come to church!
If you don’t have a sticker on your name tag, ask your
Deacon for one. Or contact Rhonda Barr or Dave Carlson
to find out who to contact for one.
Look around on Sundays for people with the same color
sticker – they live in your neighborhood – and get to
know them! Have a picnic, share stories, or share a ride
to church.
Rhonda Barr (319-936-5998), Dave Carlson (319-3543343)
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Rebecca Bigaba
Rebecca is the daughter of Edmond and Aziza
and sister to Sarah, Shalom and Faraja. She
will be graduating from City High School and
will be attending the University of Iowa and
majoring in Public Health.
Matthew Dodge

Hailey Fay

Hailey is the daughter of Nile
and Heather Fay. Hailey has
been dancing competitively
since the age of 5 for her local
dance studio NDA. Through the
years she was awarded many
titles, and first place over all
divisions and scholarships for
workshops. In high school
Hailey was a member of the
City High Dance Team. She placed in the State Solo
Competition: 5th as a freshman, 7th as a sophomore, 2nd as a
junior and 1st as a senior. So she was the Iowa State Champ
soloist for Class 7. As a junior Hailey led her team to an 11th
Place National finish in Orlando, FL. Her senior year she was
named the Captain of the City High Dance Team. Recently,
Hailey auditioned and was chosen to be one of 40 out of 800
to attend the Dance Program at the University of Arizona.
Hailey will start as one of 7 Jazz dance minors.
Gabi Hiatt

Gabi is he granddaughter of Gladys
Nugent and the daughter of Temple
Hiatt and Teresa Cope. She
has participated in FPC youth group
and youth choir. Gabi has enjoyed the
youth service projects, such as the trip
to Chicago and volunteering for the
Crisis Center. Gabi will be attending
Cornell College in Mt. Vernon this fall
where she plans to major in Geology
and will play softball for the Rams. At
City High, Gabi is a member of the
National Honor Society, plays Saxophone with the Wind
Ensemble, Jazz Lab and Marching Band, and was the
starting varsity pitcher for the softball team the past two years.

Brent Foster

Brent will graduate from MidPrairie High School where he
ran cross country and track,
wrestled, performed in choirs,
and served as an FFA officer.
Among his awards: the Silver
Cord, lettering in athletics,
academic music, academic allconference cross country,
academic all-state cross country,
academic all-conference track, academic all-conference
wrestling and state track. FPC has been a big part of Brent’s
life: carol, children and youth choirs, youth groups, mission
trips to Chicago, the Rosebud Reservation, SD, and this year
with the Ashville Youth Mission in NC. His favorite memories
come from the mission trips, especially the antics that come
from long hours in the van! This fall Brent will attend Iowa
State University to major in Agricultural Systems Technology
and he aspires to become an experimental mechanic for a
company such as John Deere. Brent is the son of Jeff and
Tammy Foster and brother to Alyssa and Tayler.
DJ Massey

Logan Schroeder

Logan will be graduating from
Tipton High School where he has
been involved in Band, Art,
Yearbook, Football, Track and
Baseball and taking several
Kirkwood College classes. He will be
attending Iowa State University,
College of Design, majoring in
Industrial Design with a minor in
Digital Media, specializing in
Amination. Logan is the son of Darin
& Tammy Schroeder and brother to
Cullen. Logan has been a part of FPC
since he was 2 years old. He has grown up participating in
Sunday school, VBS, Confirmation, Choir, Bells, Youth
Group, Youth Sundays, Youth Mission trips and more.
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Matthey is the son of Steve and
Brenda Dodge. He will graduate
from City High School and will be
attending Iowa State University
this fall to study Mechanical
Engineering and minor in
Economics.

DJ is the son of Sam and Susan
Massey and brother to Will. DJ will be
graduating from City High and
attending Iowa State in the fall. At this
time he is planning in participating in
the College of Design. His major is
undecided. He plays the piano and
guitar. DJ enjoys using tools and
technology. His favorite missions trip
took him to the people of the Rosebud
Reservation.

Nathan Woodburn

First Presbyterian Church

Nathan is the son of Michelle KennedyStevens (Larry) and Rick (Aimee)
Woodburn, grandson of the late Bob and
Mary Ann Woodburn (and the late Mary
Margret Woodburn) is graduating from
Solon High School. He is currently
enrolled at Kirkwood Community College
in fabrication and welding. Nathan
currently is employed at Matt
Moore Welding, in West Branch,
Iowa ,where he is doing his apprenticeship.
May 15—July 15, 2017

Equipping Ministry
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” —Matthew 18:20
Vacation Bible School at FPC will be
June 12–16
Bring your kids for some awesome adventures
alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes and
discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God!
Look for a sign-up in Ryerson Fellowship Hall starting on
Easter Sunday, April 16.
Helpers needed! Anyone grade 7 through adult can help
out with this fun-filled week.
Contact Leah Bergman for more information, 319-3512660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.

Vacation Bible School at
First Presbyterian Church
June 12 – 16, 2017 9:00a.m. – Noon
Registration Form
Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________
Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________
Home Church: _________________________________________________________
Age: _____ Birthdate: _____________ Last School Grade Completed: _________
Parent/Guardian Phone: Home _________ Work _________ Cell _____________
Emergency Contacts:
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Names of Persons with Permission to Pick-up this child from VBS:
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Allergies/Medical information/Food Needs/Other Concerns:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
First Presbyterian Church Iowa City
319-351-2660

Please return to:
2701 Rochester Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52245
www.firstpresiowacity.org

Contact Leah Bergman by phone or at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org with any questions.
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Summer Public Office Hours:

First Presbyterian Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Beginning May 28—Memorial Day weekend
Summer Worship Time 10:00 a.m.
Christian Education 9:00 a.m.
Church Office Closed Fridays

One Great Hour of Sharing 2017
During Lent, FPC participated in the One Great Hour of
Sharing. FPC has forwarded $2,207.00 to Presbytery of
East Iowa (PEI).

Friends of Pasrur
Veda Gill to Visit
Veda Gill will be visiting June 24 through July 1. During
that time, she’ll be talking to churches in the East Iowa
Presbytery. Our church will host a 5:30 dinner and
presentation on Monday, June 27, when Veda will share
news of the Pasrur Christian Girls High School and discuss
plans for the new Pasrur Boys School. This is a Presbyterywide gathering, all of the PEI Presbytery is invited so
please pass the word. There will be a free will offering.
We look forward to seeing our dear friend and to hearing
the news of the Pasrur School and the PEB.

Offering funds will be divided, roughly by thirds, to
support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian
Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.
To see where offerings are at work world-wide, please
check out the website:
OGHS Engagement Map (PCUSA) - https://
www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?
mid=1L0boL9BNjxIHbZz73HkebEy7-Xw&usp=sharing
Your participation is appreciated!

Needles, Hooks and Yarn Summer Schedule
Will meet once a month June, July and August. Mark your calendar to join us at Legacy 9 –11 a.m. on
Saturday June 3, July 1, and Aug. 5. We will resume meeting weekly September 9. For more information
call Tammy Schroeder, 351-2660.

First Presbyterian Church Staff
MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Leah Bergman
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Dennis Pedde
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP,
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS
Erin Landsee
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
ORGANIST
Melissa Moll
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org
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MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &
SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS
Anna Sheetz
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF YOUTH,
ADULT & SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS
Judy Whitford
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Tammy Schroeder
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
NURSERY SUPERVISOR
Debbie Torrens-Semler
dtorrens-semler@mphawks.org

First Presbyterian Church

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Saira Steen
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org
CHURCH MANAGER
Tammy Foster
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org
SEXTON
Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
PASTOR
Sam Massey
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org
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