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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 
 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!  

Today I delivered home communion to 
one of the pillars of the church who 
hasn’t been in worship for years. Yet 
he has never lost his passion for it. He 
gave me permission to quote him 
below. He was once our church’s 
treasurer (we have been especially 
blessed by wonderful, faithful and 
honest volunteer church treasurers over the years, including our 
present treasurer, Larry Bruner). As is typical of our visit, this 
elderly saint asked me about how the church is getting along. 
Having given so much to our congregation, his interest has not 
waned. I gave him news, including a synopsis of the finance 
situation contained in the parallel article written by Finance 
Chairperson Dale Kraus, also found in this newsletter. This report 
piqued his interest.  

I told him that the best explanation I could offer for the shortfall 
was that it was due to one or two generous families having moved 
away, one or two families having experienced the sadness of 
death, and one or two families having lost interest in the church. 
We have limited our expenses drastically this year, including 
eliminating four paid positions (two proposed positions: bell choir 
and technology; and two existing positions: pastoral care associate 
and music intern, amounting to $30,000 less than our staff plan 
says we need*). Nevertheless, we still were not able to meet all of 
our budgeted commitments. He could see and hear my concern, 
and he decided to share some wisdom that I pass on to all of you 
in paraphrased form. 

“Large givers are a blessing and a curse,” he observed. “They can 
be great when you have them, although they often want to control 
an organization in exchange for their money. Then if they get mad 
or move away, you are stuck with a large hole in your budget. I 
would rather have 1,000 small givers pulling together as a team 
than 10 larger ones trying to control the organization.” Then he 
said something that should make us all perk up our ears. “First 
Presbyterian Church,” he said, “has not been dependent on big 
givers, in my experience. It has been dependent on a broad 
number of people all giving as much as they could.”  

I found my spirits lifted considerably by his words. Indeed, as I 
assured him, today he ministered to me as much as I ministered to 
him by sharing the Lord’s Supper with him. The image of the body 
of Christ espoused by the apostle Paul came to mind, with its 
many members and diverse gifts coordinated by the Living Christ. 
God designed the church so that not this member or that member 
would carry the church financially and thereby control it, but so 

that all the members together could be pillars. John 
Calvin said that the entire people of God are saints, 
and they could be recognized through God’s generous 
love pouring out through their lives. This is due to the 
power of the Holy Spirit working in and through them. 

As you read Dale’s report on our finances in this 
newsletter, I urge you to consider that Christ’s church 
needs our generosity, not just to catch up this year but 
to empower mission and ministry for 2018; not only 
for our regular budget but also for our continuing 
capital funds campaign. I am confident that God, who 
has begun this good work of generosity in you, will 
continue to fill you with joy and faithfulness. Yet I 
continue to pray that all of us will be conscious of how 
important we are to Christ’s church in the next several 
years. 

Love and blessings, Your pastor,  
Sam 

*PS: Some folks have wondered about the assertion 
that we have lost four positions. Indeed, we have 
mostly retained our present staff so that these losses 
are not visible to most FPCers. To explain more fully, 
in 2016 the staff put together a staffing model, 
adopted by the Administration and Personnel Ministry 
and Session, that we believed would grow our 
congregation. Each position was dependent on the 
other. This model included paying for an experienced 

(Pastor’s message cont. on page 2) 
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Current Financial Situation (Sunday 9-24-17) 

Dale Kraus, Finance Chairperson 

We all love First Presbyterian Church and we want her to thrive. 
With God’s guidance and your help, our congregation’s future is 
bright.  

When we set out to prepare the 2017 budget, we were aware 
that conducting the annual stewardship drive immediately 
following a very successful capital campaign (THANK YOU!) 
might be challenging. We were cautioned not to budget more 
than the income received during the prior year ($609,538). Since initial budget requests were considerably higher 
than that, we delayed formally adopting a budget to see what the 2017 pledge drive might indicate. The 2017 pledge 
drive resulted in $102,427 less in pledges than 2016 ($515,482 - $413,055). We were deeply concerned. 

By the spring of 2017 however, financial numbers indicated that not only were the pledges being kept current, but 
there was a modest increase in general giving. Therefore by the late spring, session adopted a 2017 Budget of 
$620,000 while still keeping in mind the caution number ($609, 538) of 2016 total income. The various Session 
ministries and committees were asked to be conservative in their expenditures and, if possible, to delay purchases to 
see how much actual income was being received.   

Unfortunately, general giving and income has significantly fallen off during the summer months. As a result, actual 
expenditures have exceeded actual income by $4,652 by the end of August. While this deficit is not overly alarming in 
itself, the weekly average income has significantly decreased. This means we now have a projected yearly income of 
only $542,744 for 2017. Based on the adopted budget of $620,000 if this trend continues, it will result in a yearend 
shortfall of $77,256. Even if we fall back to using the 2016 income of $609,538 as our budget goal, this will still 
represent a projected year end shortfall of $ $66,794 ($609,538 - $542,744). While operational spending has been 
restricted up to the present moment, some increased spending is still needed in 2017 in order to maintain our 
programs even at reduced levels. We sincerely need your help. 

If increased giving does not occur, our mission and other parts of our congregation’s programs will have to be cut by 
year’s end, or we will need to go to our reserves. At best, using our reserves would be a short-term remedy, and it 
would put FPC into financial jeopardy. Churches, like all organizations and businesses, must have reserves. Once 
reserves are spent, they are no longer available for emergencies and other unanticipated needs. Nor will they be 
available for future years. Having to replenish our reserves in 2018 would make next year even more financially 
challenging, a reality that we would then have to face as we approach the annual stewardship campaign this fall. 

As a reminder, at the beginning of this past January two staff positions were eliminated from the anticipated staff 
plan in order to save money. Two more staff positions were eliminated this summer. This cutting resulted in the 
reorganization of some of our staff and their responsibilities. Pastor Sam has indicated that any future reductions in 
staff will require a reassessment of all staff duties, the manner in which he currently functions as pastor, and, finally, 
the future health of the church (please see * front page from Pastor Sam). 

I suggest we all look deeply at our own priorities and what we believe God wants us to do. Thank you for your 
attention. Remember that God loves a cheerful giver and we are God’s hands and feet in the world. 

Prayerfully,  

Dale Kraus, Moderator, Finance Committee, cell phone: 319-930-8907 , Email: joowni@gmail.com 

part-time bell choir director to replace Ednamae Fisher and a technology person to help us expand our online 
presence, a “must do” for growing churches. These paid positions were cut at the beginning of 2017 due to income 
concerns. My wife Susan is temporarily filling the bell choir director position and putting in limited time. No one has 
stepped up to help consistently with technology and our online presence. In 2017, the decision was made to not hire 
another music intern to help with 8 a.m. worship service and instead to change the 8 a.m. format, relying on 
volunteers to help. The jury is still out on whether or not 8 a.m. worship can be sustained on this basis. Pastor Sherry, 
for a variety of reasons, including the church’s financial shortfall, has graciously concluded that she would prefer to be 
a volunteer, with some reduction in duties. From my perspective as your pastor, we have reduced staff as far as we 
can and yet still retain my ability to function as your pastor. For the time being, we have certainly disabled any 
commitment to growth by eliminating the four positions. “There is no more new frontier: We have got to make it 
here,” to quote the Eagles. Only you can make a difference. 

(Pastor’s message cont. from page 1) 

The Stock Market continues to set new highs 
with double-digit gains this year in the DOW, 
NASDAQ and S&P 500. Making a gift to FPC of 
stocks that have significantly appreciated in 
value can be a win-win situation to the giver, via 
tax saving advantages, and it can be a needed 
boost to your church’s financial health. We are 
God’s messengers and servants to the world. 
Remember, God loves a cheerful giver. 
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An Update on the Phelps Organ 
 

As you know, we postponed the 40th anniversary organ concert 
originally scheduled for September 25. As that date approached, the 
organ experienced electrical issues that caused the delay. 

For the last nine months, we’ve been hearing the results of the organ 
restoration work completed in late 2016. Those efforts focused on the 
instrument’s structural, mechanical, and tonal aspects, and broadened 
the organ’s overall sound. Everything included during the 2016 
restoration work remains fully in place and functional. 

The recent issues stemmed from the electrical components of the 
organ – a system that was installed just in 2006 and so not part of the 
2016 work. The Phelps organ has solid state electric stop action, 
meaning that the organ stops that determine which ranks of pipes play 
are controlled entirely by electric circuitry. Immediately behind the 
console lie many wires, cables, and integrated circuits similar to what 
you’d see on the inside of a computer. And just as our PC screens 
sometimes go blank suddenly, the organ’s electrical components are subject to the same tech gremlins.  

We’re currently awaiting the arrival and installation of a new processor card that should alleviate many of the 
issues. (And just like when your car is in the shop, organ parts can sometimes take a while to arrive.) We look 
forward to hearing the instrument in worship again soon, and will look for a date to reschedule the concert.  

Reformation Sunday—October 29 
This year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation. Martin Luther posted his 
“Ninety-Five Theses” in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 
1517, and the resulting debate about Christian 
teaching and practice led to changes that have 
shaped the course of Western Christianity for 
almost 500 years. At the heart of these wide-
reaching changes was a deep conviction that 
God’s mercy or grace in Jesus is given freely to 
all. When Luther and others learned to trust 
God’s mercy with “a living, daring confidence,” 
they discovered in that faith the freedom to 
give themselves generously, lovingly in all of life’s undertakings with everyone they met.  

On Sunday, October 29 at the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will be celebrating the Reformation by looking to 
our Calvinist roots. Worship that Sunday will use John Calvin’s Strasbourg liturgy, and we will sing psalms and 
hymns from the Genevan Psalter—a collection of metrical psalms created under the supervision of John Calvin for 
liturgical use by the Reformed churches of the city of Geneva in the sixteenth century. Join us as we explore our 
history as Presbyterians through this tradition of worship and song. 

Care Package for members who 
are away at college or serving in 

the military.  

Twice a year, boxes of practical and not-so-practical items let 
those who are far from home know they’re being thought of.  
If you would like to include your family member on our care 
package list, please e-mail the name with postal address to 
Stephanie Brentner at sbrentner@gmail.com, by Sunday, 
November 5.  

Deacons Bench 

mailto:sbrentner@gmail.com
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FPC Members Support Habitat for Humanity 

Thirteen FPC members turned out on Saturday, 9/16, from 8 a.m. to 
12 noon, to actively participate in the 2017 Interfaith Home Build of 
the Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity (IVHH) at 221 Sierra Dr., Hills. 
This will be the home of Johnson and Divine, who had fled the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and their four children, ranging in 
age from eight months to seven years. 

After opening with prayer, we received an efficient safety 
and construction orientation from Brandon Hopkins, an 
AmeriCorps construction assistant. Our work for the 
morning focused on clean-up of interior construction 
debris, trimming of siding and soffit materials, and 
installation of window moldings, siding and eave soffits. 

Our spirited group comprised: (see photo below, front 
row, L to R) Deb Boland, Ed Cranston, Anna Sheetz , 
Connie Richardson; (back row, L to R) Dale Kraus, Ann 
Grosscup, John Barr, Faryle Nothwehr, Travis Martin, 
Paul & Marcia Akin, and Bill & Kathy Follows.  

Aside from improving our construction skills, group members 
became better acquainted and shared in the joy of preparing a 
welcoming home for the family of Divine and Johnson. This 
project was supported in part by a $20,000 contribution from 
the Mission tithe component of the FPC Capital Campaign. 

In a follow-up event on Sunday, 9/24, Habitat volunteers, 
recipient families and Habitat staff celebrated the 25th anniversary of IVHH with an afternoon Habitat Family 
Reunion picnic in City Park (Shelters 11 & 12). FPC member Nancy Stensvaag was recognized as the founding 
Executive Director of IVHH. It was announced that Heath Brewer, former Director of Habitat ReStore, has been 
selected to replace retiring Mark Patton as Executive Director. Representing First Church at this event were 
veteran Habitat crew member Jake DeRyke, Faryle Nothwehr and John Barr. 
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Anita Burnett, Brian Kleis and 
John Raffensperger 

October 15-31 
10/15 Marvin Bergman 
10/15 Steve Hurt 
10/15 Taylor Dengler 
10/15 Anja Seidel 
10/16 Ed Mason 
10/17 Dorothy Hoak 
10/18 Joye McKusick 
10/18 Darlene Bergman 
10/20 Emilio Estudillo 
10/22 Bertha Armstrong 
10/22 Bonnie Neubauer 
10/22 Jeff Franz 

10/23 Hazel Long 
10/23 Dan Thedens 
10/23 Gabe Nicholson 
10/24 Sally Staley 
10/24 Andrew  Franz 
10/28 Bob Mikelson 
10/28 Janet Walker 
10/28 Celia Ruyle 
10/30 Jane Skinner 
10/30 Greg Muilenburg 
 
 

11/01 Cathy Fehr 
11/02 Mishelle Eckland 
11/03 Jeanette Winegarden 
11/03 Louise Gisolfi 
11/03  Carol Spangler 
11/03  Sara Schwartz 
11/03  Alice Degner 
11/04  John Staley 
11/04  Nancy Weber 
11/05 Dorothy Seebohm 
11/06 Dan Katalinich 

11/07 Andreas Soemadi 
11/08 MaryAnn Spilger 
11/08 Duane Thompson 
11/08 Alyssa Selmer 
11/09 Lou Licht 
11/09 Riley Smith 
11/11 MaryEllen Stamp 
11/13 JJ Deryke 
11/14 Max Jacobus 
11/15 Nick McMillan 

November 1-15 

‘ 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
  

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by November 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

EAT OUT GROUP 

Thursday, October 19 
6:00 p.m. at Flannigan’s 

(at Iowa River & Power) 
 

Contact: Dwight and Pauline Miller 
351-2576 

Thank you to my church family for coming 
to my 90th birthday celebration party and 
for all the cards. I have a very large and 
caring family (4 children, 11 
grandchildren, 19 great grands) but the 
church has always been equally attentive.  
 

Love, Marilou Gay  

Our sympathy to Ila Howe 
and family, whose sister, 
Jeanette Baber, died on 
October 8.  
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Equipping MinistryEquipping Ministry  

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” -Matthew 18:20  

Fall Pumpkin Party! 
 
 

 
 

October 29,  
4–7 p.m. 
  
 

 

Come for some good old-fashioned outdoor 
family fun! 

Pumpkin decorating, plenty of games and prizes, 
face-painting, food, warm apple cider, and lots of 
fun for the whole family! 

Mark your calendars! 
Camp Wyoming Fall Retreat 

January 12-14, 2018 

Join us at Camp 
Wyoming for a 
wonderful 
weekend full of 
games, worship, 
and lots of 
fellowship time. 
We had a great 
time last year 
hiking in the woods, “ice-skating” on frog 
pond, sitting around the bonfire, watching 
movies, and playing and connecting with one 
another. We hope to add more people to the 
fun this year! Look for more information in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall and sign up starting 
October 15. 

P eople of all ages, abilities, and walks of life are welcome at both services at First Presbyterian 
Church. God rejoices in all the sounds and movements that happen in our worship—the rustling of 

a cough drop, the crying of a baby, the laughter of a toddler, the whisperings of teenagers, the sneeze of 
someone with a cold, and the roar of an airplane overhead.  

The 8 a.m. service aims to create a space for silent reflection and meditation. This does not always mean 
that the room will be silent. In your meditation, welcome in the sounds you hear and then lift them up to 
God, allowing yourself to come back into yourself and your prayer. Though these sounds may seem like 
distractions, they are a beautiful part of God’s world and we remember that life is never free of 
distraction. We can always find God and prayer in the midst of the noise of God’s creation.  

Sunday, November 19,  

2 p.m. 
 

All FPC members are invited to an Iowa 
Women’s basketball game! 

Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for youth, 
and children under 5 are free. If 20 or 
more are interested we can get a group 

discounted rate. RSVP to Erin Landsee 
(erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org) by Monday, November 6 if 
you are interested in this event.  
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Youth Choir is open to 4th–12th graders 
interested in singing and leading worship 
through music. We work throughout the year 
to sing, play, and read the Word of God so that 
the youth can lead worship several times 
throughout the year. Rehearsals are held 
Thursday twice a month through the fall from 
7:30–8:30 p.m. Contact Leah Bergman at 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or call the 
church for more information. 

Baby Music Class 
Suzuki music class for babies and toddlers, 

from birth through age 3, with a parent or Caregiver 

When: Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
  

Where: First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Songs, rhymes, stories and rhythm instruments are used to teach 
musical concepts, language and pre-reading skills, numbers, 
physical coordination, social and emotional skills, and much 
more! 

Suzuki approach emphasizes positive communication and 
repetition, within a calm, nurturing environment 

Parents learn to be active observers of their child’s learning 
process, and build a repertoire of lullabies, action songs, and 
rhymes, with techniques for using them at home. 

Class is ongoing - new students may join at any time. 

Try out a class for free at any time! 
For more information: www.firstpresiowacity.org, leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org, 319-351-2660 

Youth Choir Schedule 

(Grades 4-12) 
September–December 2017 

Thursday, September 28 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays, October 12 AND 26 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, November 5 
9:15-11:30 a.m., Youth Choir 
sings in 10:30 worship with Sanc-
tuary Choir for All Saints’ Day 

Thursdays, November 9 AND 30 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

 

Thursdays, December 7, 14, 
AND 21 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17 
5:00-8:00 p.m. Worship at 
Oaknoll with pizza after 

Sunday, December 24 
3:45-5:30 p.m. Youth Choir sings  
at 4:30 Christmas Eve Worship 

Rehearsals will begin again 
Thursdays, January 11 AND 18 
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The Communion of Saints—Sunday, November 5 
For many of us, the term “saint” seems to denote a person who is not like us 
and, in most cases, has died and is remembered on the day set aside as  
All Saints Sunday. Each time we recite along with other believers The 
Apostles’ Creed, we say the phrase: 

“I believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
resurrection of the body . . .” 

Thus, in the Creed the communion of saints is hemmed in behind and before 
the body and the body—that is, by the body that is the church and by the 
resurrected body of Christ. So communion with the saints comes about 
because the saints/believers are in communion with Christ Jesus and the 
faithful from every time and place. We believe that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 
8:38b-9). Our communion with God and one another is not ended by death. The communion is not limited by where 
those saints are in time and place. Those we name—as well as those who are unnamed or even unknown—remain, with 
us, part of the body of Christ. 

On All Saints’ Sunday, Nov. 5, we lift up especially the lives of those children of God who have died in the past year, 
giving thanks for their lives and faith. We remember their lives and those of other faithful believers who have been 
examples of what we are called to be and do. During a time of remembrance we will have an opportunity to light a 
candle in memory of or in honor of a saint who has had an impact on our lives.  

As we commemorate these saints, we are reminded that we, too, are invited to be communicants with Christ Jesus’ 
body, both the body that is the church and the resurrected body. We are called to join those believers in witnessing to 
God’s action in our lives. They become one of the “Cloud of Witnesses” who run the race of faith in this time and place 
and with this people, as well as beyond all times, places, and peoples in order to bring about the realm of God on earth. 

This year, the Sanctuary and Youth Choirs will offer up in praise Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Morning Service in D Minor. 
This three movement anthem will honor and celebrate the lives of the saints we remember that day. 

Pastor’s Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study on 

Romans! 

  

Come with your Head Gear So 

You Can Butt Heads with the 

Apostle Paul 
  

Beginning at 9:30 a.m., 
Coover Lounge 

  

For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who is 
righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:16, 17  

FPC Book Club Invites You to 

Join Us 
 

Oct 25 Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister 
by Gregory Maguire 

Nov 29 Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

WE MEET the last Wednesday of the month from  

Noon to 1 p.m. at 1095 Silvercrest Circle #223  

(Legacy Senior Living) 

Bring your lunch and share in the fellowship. 

For information, contact Jan Walker at 358-6737. 
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FPC Youth Ministry  
 

Thursday, October 19, 6 p.m.  
Join us as we learn about relationships and 
what can damage them the most. 
 

Sunday, October 22, 9:15 a.m. 
In Koinonia, we’ll talk about Elijah and how 
God was faithful in his depression.  
] 

Thursday, October 26, 6 p.m. 
Continuing our theme of mental health, the 
youth group will discussion depression and 
suicide. **Youth Choir Meets Tonight**  
 

Sunday, October 29, 9:15 a.m. 
In Koinonia, we’ll start a week of discussing 
healthy dating relationships 
 

Thursday, November 2, 6 p.m. 
In Youth Group, we’ll continue to talk about 
relationships, specifically those that might fall 
outside of “normal.” 
 

Sunday, November 5, 9:15 a.m. 
A fun activity for those not in Youth Choir 
(which will be warming up with Sanctuary 
Choir)  
 

Thursday, November 9 
A BIG G.A.M.E NIGHT! Good luck to all those 
in the Middle School Play! **Youth Choir meets 
Tonight!**  
 

Sunday, November 12, 9:15 a.m. 
The first Koinionia of the NOOMA video series; 
taught by Layne Sheetz 
 

Thursday, November 16, 6 p.m. 
Our NOVEMBER POTLUCK & MISSION 
NIGHT! We’ll eat together as a large group and 
then head to the Catholic Workers House!  

Young Adult 
Ministry  

 

On Monday, October 23 
from 6–9 p.m. at the Iowa 

City Public Library, a 
showing of “I am not 

Racist … Am I?” 
  

All adults ages 18–30 are invited to join this small-
group activity. Please contact Anna Sheetz for more 
information, anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Youth & Adult MinistryYouth & Adult Ministry  

Senior High Fall Trip 

  

  

  

 
 

December 1-2, Minneapolis, MN 
Please speak to Anna for more details.  

CONFIRMATION MEETS SUNDAY MORNINGS 
DURING KOINONIA BREAK-OUT SESSIONS.  
 

● Sunday, October 29–Please invite 
mentors to confirmation so we can all meet 
and break the ice!  

● Sunday, November 19–We will talk 
about what it means to be Reformed and 
Reforming. 

Junior 
High Fall 

Trip 
 

Please 
speak to 
Anna for 

more 
details. 
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September 2017 Session Highlights 
Clerk of Session Nancy Weber 

The session met September 19 in 
Coover Lounge at 7 p.m. Pastor Sam 
called the meeting to order and lit the 
Christ candle. Elder Nancy Gardner led 
us in an interactive devotion giving 
reasons to stop, look, and listen, then 
led us in prayer. 

A thank you note from St. Andrew 
Presbyterian of Iowa City for use of the 
FPC kitchen while they are being 
remodeled was circulated. 

Session approved a motion that the 
Reverend Mr. Lee Kennerly (PCUSA), 
father of FPC member Mary Helen 
Kennerly, be allowed to baptize his 
granddaughter, Aurora.  

Approved a motion to invite Rev. Ed 
Morgan to preach at FPC Sunday, 
November 19. This is in conjunction 
with the 10th anniversary celebration of 
Friends of Pasrur supporting the Pasrur 
Christian Girls School in Pasrur, 
Pakistan. 

The mid-year Endowment report will 
be presented at the October 2017 
session meeting.  

Elder and Finance moderator Dale 
Kraus distributed documents drawn up 
by Finance. Although only $4,500 short 
in income vs. expenses at the end of 
August, if we were spending our full 
budget and income didn’t go up, we 
could be short by year’s end between 
$75,000 and $80,000. There may be a 
number of things we can do to address 
a potential budget shortfall — continue 
cautious spending even at the cost of 
mission, increase giving (Elder Kraus 
strongly urges that we communicate to 
the congregation the situation we are 
in), dip into reserves, or earmark some 
of endowment earnings to go into the 
general fund which would require 
altering the endowment articles and is 
not desirable. Pastor Sam observed 
that “cutting any deeper into staff 
would be cutting into bone and would 
force a reorganization of missional 
priorities, plans and position 
descriptions.” He also expressed 
confidence in session leadership and 
congregational responsiveness. 

Finance will announce to the 
congregation the straits we are 
in, distribute a written statement 
of the situation, and have a 
meeting after church for further 
discussion. The timing for this 
action needed to be immediate. It was 
left to Finance committee to figure out 
the best way to manage this 
communication. 

Approved minutes of the 8-15-2017 
stated session meeting and the 8-22-
2017 special session meeting. 

The date of the December session 
meeting was changed from December 
19 to December 12. 

Worship and Celebration Ministry 
proposed that on Christmas eve 
morning (Sunday), we have one 10:30 
a.m. Advent IV service with a light 
breakfast in Ryerson Fellowship Hall, 
with Christmas Eve services at the 
usual times of 4:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. In 
addition, it was proposed that on New 
Year’s Eve morning (Sunday), we would 
have one service at 10:30 a.m., 
perhaps in Ryerson Fellowship Hall.  

Approved Equipping Ministry’s motion 
to hold a Pumpkin Patch fundraiser at 
FPC, October 17-31, on the church 
front lawn. 

Session approved a motion to place 
before the congregation at the next 
regularly scheduled congregational 
meeting a motion that, in accord with 
the authority granted in the articles of 
incorporation, the congregational 
bylaws be amended to reduce the 
number of active elders serving on the 
session from 18 to 12, effective 
immediately, and to implement this 
change, the Nominating Committee be 
charged with creating and submitting 
to session for its approval by majority 
vote and subsequently communicating 
to the congregation for its information, 
a reduction process that: 
 

a. shall be implemented over the 
next 2-3 years to incrementally 
reduce the size of session, 
beginning with the next class 
nominations; 

b. allows currently serving first-term 
elders to be nominated for a 
second term of service; 

c. accomplishes the goal of reducing 
session size to 12 no later than 
2020. 

Pastor Sherry Lohman’s resignation 
from session was approved.  

Approved motion allowing Building and 
Grounds to add to the list of proposed 
memorial gifts the purchase of two 
bike racks and one bench. Bike racks 
would be placed near the music door 
entrance, and near the lower level 
entrance. The bench would also be 
placed near the lower entrance. Details 
of installation will be determined with 
B & G involvement. A reminder was 
given that all Ministries have been 
asked to draw up a list of memorial 
gifts for session approval to offer 
families of members when 
undesignated memorial donations are 
received. 

Concerning news about relocation to 
FPC of the Presbytery of Eastern Iowa 
offices, the PEI visitation team was at 
FPC September 19. Pastor Sam gave a 
brief report on questions they had 
about the facilities. 

Pastor Sam gave a brief explanation of 
the changes to the 8 a.m. service. He 
finds the new format enriching, 
powerful, and fun, although it is still in 
an experimental phase.  

Approved a motion authorizing elder 
Richard Van Rheeden to explore and 
investigate novel revenue streams.  

Pastor Sam and Elder Michelle 
Bessman attended a meeting on Social 
Justice during which they talked about 
various social justice issues—the 
removal of DACA, the meaning of 
providing sanctuary, and the status of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Common Fund account at $79 
 

 

Consultation for Religious Communities (CRC), of which FPC is a member, has been made aware of the critical need for 
Common Fund funds. The Common Fund is administered through the Crisis Center.   

Just recently, a family of six found themselves with an unexpectedly large electric bill. The parents’ work hours had been 
cut back and the summer temperatures had been unbearably hot, necessitating the use of air conditioning. With help 
from the Common Fund, this family was able to catch up on their bill and keep their electricity on.  

In the first week of August, 85 households applied for Housing and Utility Assistance. Last year, the average number of 
applications per week was 35. Even then The Crisis Center typically has only enough funding to assist 20 to 25 families 
each week.  

The Common Fund balance has not been able to keep up with need. An average of 34 families eligible for assistance was 
turned away every week in August. There is currently $79 in the fund, less than the average assist for one household. 

Please, if you are fortunate enough to have some extra money during these challenging economic times, consider giving 
directly to the Common Fund so The Crisis Center can continue helping families in times of desperate need. Call Sara 
Sedlacek at 319-351-2726 ext. 108 to make a credit card donation by phone, weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Earlier this 
calendar year, Servanthood Ministry forwarded $4,000 to CRC for the Common Fund.  

refugees and immigrants. The next 
meeting will be October 15. There will 
be an education and discernment 
process for our church centering on the 
question of how our congregation 
should respond to fears expressed by 
the Muslim community that may also 
impact refugees and immigrants in our 
own congregation.  

Elder Judy Terry reported that the 
program for providing sandwiches to 
the Salvation Army is going well. The 
youth were involved and talked with 
Salvation Army recipients. Also, recent 
clothing donations are being distributed 
to non-profits.  

It was reported that Koinonia has 
started well. Everyone is encouraged to 
attend! 

The Fellowship large coffee urn has 
died. Layne Sheetz is taking over the 
coffee ministry.  

Elder Michelle Bessman closed the 
meeting with prayer. The next session 
meeting will be held October 17 at 7 
p.m., in Coover Lounge. 

(Continued from page 10) 

MONEY 

MATTERS 

Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker 

Trust, Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

January-June $281,634.92 $33,388.44 $315,023.36  $283,334.75 $31,688.61 

July $29,992.57 $525.19 $30,517.76  $43,496.09 -$12,978.33 

August $30,044.73 $63.41 $30,108.14  $53,470.39 -$23,362.25 

September $48,979.39 $82.43 $49,061.82  $57,348.59 -$8,286.77 

2017 Totals $390,651.61 $34,059.47 $424,711.08  $437,649.82 -$12,938.74 
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Congregational Health 
Ministry Team Needs You! 
 

The Congregational Health 
Ministry Team consists of FPC 
members who have worked in 
some capacity in the health care profession. We provide 
monthly blood pressure checks, work with the Access and 
Inclusion Ministry of the Presbytery to maintain a healthy and 
safe environment, including checks on the AED (Automatic 
External Defibrillator), CPR updates for the staff and yearly flu 
shots for members. In addition, we are responsible for 
educational offerings to the congregation, such as the 
ongoing Alzheimer classes. We meet when a need arises; 
most of our communication is via email. If you would like to 
join our group, we would love to have you. Contact Jan Wicks 
( 319-337-5629 or wicks1@mchsi.com), the chair of the 
Congregational Health Ministry Team, if you have questions.  

Mark your calendar to join us 
at Legacy Senior Living from 
9–11 a.m. on Saturdays for 
the weekly gathering of this 
lively group who knit and 
crochet. 

More info: Tammy Schroeder 351-2660 

Needles, Hooks  
and Yarn 

Martha’s Circle Celebration! 
 The ladies of Martha’s Circle are celebrating a milestone! Our first shipment of 
one hundred new or gently used bras to “Free the Girls” has been sorted and 
mailed to the distribution center in Indiana. This project was accomplished 
through financial contributions of members of this congregation and donations 
of bras and money from multiple sources in the community. Helen and Dale 
Sheets received a $100 donation in honor of their anniversary! Helen’s diligent 
efforts led to donations from her exercise class and some of the Von Maur staff. 
This mission, supported by the Presbyterian Church (USA) will support 
entrepreneurial efforts for survivors of sex trafficking in Uganda, El Salvador, Mozambique, Maputo, Kampala, 
and San Salvador. We will continue to collect donations of new and gently used bras and financial donations 
which are used for postage of $1 per bra. Look for our collection box in Ryerson Hall. If you have questions, ask 
any Martha’s Circle member or Helen Sheets, Sharon Raffensperger or Maeleen Thorius. You can also learn so 
much by going to freethegirls.org. We believe something “ordinary can be made extraordinary”! Thank you so 
much to all of you who gave!   
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S for September spelled Success!. 
  

Thank you all for filling the box in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall with new socks, sweats, and 
shirts. Home Ties Day Care was delighted with the 
items we dropped off, as was DVIP. Socks were 
very welcomed at the Salvation Army too. Thank 
you, again, for your generosity. You made 
September special for many people.  

Stay tuned for our next mission drive in January. 

Judy Terry, FPC Mission Council 

National Donor Sabbath will be 
celebrated nationwide Sunday, 

November 12.  

Please discuss your feelings about organ and 
tissue donation with your family at your 
upcoming Thanksgiving festivities. How do 
we respond to the blessings God has 
bestowed on us? How do we deal 
responsibly with the gifts God has given us? 
To think only of ourselves is to squander our 
lives. But to respond gratefully means we 
praise God with our lips as well as our 
actions. To respond gratefully is to realize 
that all of life is God's; we are called to care 
for it and share it. With these thoughts, 
please consider giving so others may live. 
Join other FPC families who have generously 
given the Give the Gift of Life through organ 
and tissue donation. Please add 'Donor Y' to 
your driver's license or register online 
at www.Iowa.Donor.Registry.org. Answers 
to donation and recipient questions can be 
found at the same website or by asking 
Connie Richardson or Ann Grosscup. 

Gifts for Parents  

The annual Gifts for Parents will be held Saturday, December 2, 9 a.m.–2 p.m., at St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 2675 E. Washington St., Iowa City. This annual 
event gives local children an opportunity to experience the joy of giving, despite their 
family’s limited finances. Children ages 4–14 shop for gifts for significant adults in 
their lives. Approximately 500 children are expected this year. Volunteers help 
children choose gifts from items donated or wrap the gifts. All enjoy a free pancake 
breakfast provided by St. Mark’s United Methodist Men.  

How can you participate? 

1) Donate Gifts — New or gently used items suitable for an adult, such as kitchen items, tools, car gadgets, 
costume jewelry, Hawkeye items, wallets, and flashlights. Men’s gifts are always needed! Sundays, November 
5 through 12 noon on November 26, unwrapped donations may be placed in the gift box inside Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall. Donations of gift boxes and large, handled shopping bags are also appreciated. 

2) Volunteer — Set up and sort gifts on Friday, December 1, at 9 a.m. through 12 noon at St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church. On Shopping Day, Saturday, December 2, many adults will be needed to escort children and 
wrap gifts (bring your own scissors!). There will be three shopping and wrapping shifts this year: 8:30 a.m.–
10:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.–1 p.m.; 12:30 p.m.–2 p.m. 

A free pancake breakfast will be served from 8 a.m.–11 a.m. for children, families and volunteers. 

http://www.iowa.donor.registry.org/
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Thank You for Joining Hands 
 

On Sunday, November 19, First Presbyterian 
Church in Iowa City will celebrate the ten-year 
anniversary of the Friends of Pasrur. Rev. Ed 
Morgan will our guest of honor and will preach on 
that Sunday. The Mission Council will have a 
reception following the service.  

Ten years ago, our church built a boarding house 
(dormitory) for impoverished Christian girls in 
Pasrur, Pakistan. Once built, we needed to fill the 
dorm with students. To do that, funds had to be 
raised for tuition, room, and board for the 
Christian girls. When this challenge was presented 
at a Mission Council meeting, I agreed to try to 
form a group to seek donations for scholarships. A 
number of members of our congregation formed a 
group and we called ourselves the Friends of 
Pasrur (FOP). Our goal was to tell the story of the 

girls. It has been an amazing journey these 10 years. Each year, we have made our scholarship goal. Over ten years, we 
have helped to provide one thousand one-year scholarships.  

The generosity of our congregation has been unwavering. The hard-work and commitment of the FOP group has been 
awesome. In a world full of disturbing news and harsh realities, the fidelity and faithful generosity of the FOP, and of our 
congregation, is more than heartening. I am blessed with grace to have been a part of it. 

Here are the members of our current Friends of Pasrur Group: 

John Barr, Janice Baumback, Liz Hall Bolin, Anita Burnett, Ed Cranston, Jane Cranston, Sue Dallam, Nancy Gardner, Leann 
Graves, Kate Lind, Mary Linn, Bill Oglesby, Sharon Oglesby, Nancy Stensvaag, Nancy Weber, Janice Wilson 

What:  
Ten-Year Anniversary Celebration  

for the Friends of Pasrur 
 

Who:  
Rev. Edward Morgan will be our  

honored guest and speaker 
 

When:  
Sunday, November 19, 2017 

 

Where:  
First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City 

There will be a reception following the service 
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One more thought from Pastor Sam . . . 

Today, while I was trying to escape a cold at home, I found out that our neighborhood well broke. We had no 
water. Because I was feeling poorly, I hadn’t taken my shower earlier. It is hot, so the dog has been given our ice 
cubes to stay hydrated. I know that soon, God willing, water will return. Yet I am reminded one more time of 
how precious water is.  

They knew the value of water in Palestine, so wars were fought over well rights, and water carried symbolic 
freight: Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everlasting stream (Amos 5:24). You lead me 
beside still waters (Psalm 23:2). Let anyone who is thirsty come to me (John 7:37-39). When son Will and I 
visited Palestine, we experienced only one memorable day of rain: All else was hot and dry. We did see barrels 
for water collection on every home. The sluggish yellow water of the Jordan made the thought of drinking 
rather revolting. Getting caught in the one storm we experienced while traveling in the Sea of Galilee, we were 
reminded of how ancient fishermen felt water to be very dangerous, even demonic. 

So precious is water that it has remained a symbol for baptism and new life. Today it is hard for me to imagine 
wasting water. Yet on Sunday, October 22, at the 10:30 a.m. worship service, water will be poured generously 
over the head and shoulders of little Aurora Kennerly, daughter of Mary Helen, by her grandfather Lee 
(grandma Sarah will be there too). In water we symbolize God’s generous, life-giving Spirit extended to this little 
one. I hope that we will all come to support Mary Helen as she devotes Aurora to God. In witnessing Aurora’s 
baptism, we remember our own, and God’s loving kindness toward all of us. This includes the gift of water. 

I also hope that we see in baptism the preciousness of water. Some years ago, I saw a climate map predicting 
what would happen over the next decade if the climate kept changing. Iowa would become like Kansas, 
although punctuated with periodic floods. Kansas would become like Arizona. Western cities would become 
uninhabitable while the eastern and southern coastal cities would become swamps if draconian measures were 
not taken. Farmers would need to take priority in order to sustain our food supply. Fracking, car washing, 
swimming pools and frequent bathing would pass away.  

I am getting thirsty and desperately need a shower, as you might be able to tell. Water seems as precious as 
gold and silver right now. We can learn how to conserve water and keep it available for future generations. This 
legacy would exceed all others, as this loving legacy allows the others to be passed on at all.  

Sink is running finally – first air, then dirt, and then free flowing water comes through the pipes. It has suddenly 
become a better day. See you at the baptism. 

With love,  

Your pastor, Sam  

 

Daylight saving time ends  

at 2 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 5.  
 

That means it's time to set your 
clock back an hour and gain an 

extra 60 minutes of sleep.  
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Monday–Friday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT &     
 SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF YOUTH, ADULT 
& SERVANTHOOD PROGRAMS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 
Debbie Torrens-Semler  
deb.torrens-semler@firstpresiowacity.org 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC 
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Dennis Pedde 
dennis.pedde@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP, 
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S POGRAMS 

Erin Landsee 
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org  

  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CHURCH MANAGER 
Tammy Foster 
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SEXTON 
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First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Youth Ministry Mission Night 
By Anna Sheetz 

 

 

 

Over the summer, eight FPC youth and 3 adults had a life-
changing experience at the Asheville Youth Mission trip. 
We asked the youth that attended, “How should this trip 
change our youth group?” They dreamed of a youth group 
year where one Thursday lesson a month was devoted to a 
mission night.  

On Thursday, October 5, we had our very first Mission 
Night! We were planning on going to The Bird House 
Hospice, Hospice Home of Johnson Country. The youth had 
been prepared to wear their “flexibility pants” because so 
much flexibility is needed working with non-profits. This 
was tested when the volunteer coordinator called me 
earlier in the day and said that due to our large group and a 
large family being there, we might hinder the work of the 
nurses. So I suggested the group make casseroles that we 
could drop off instead The response was, “Oh would you!?” 
and so our mission was set!  

Carol Tippe, an FPC member, came to teach the youth 
about the ministry of The Bird House. All 13 youth listened 
intently to her speak and asked wise questions. Carol was 
patient and kind and we were thankful for her presence 
with our youth!  

The Casseroles! The youth group made 5 different 
casseroles, ranging from ‘corn and ham’ to ‘Reuben 
casserole.” Inspired by Layne Sheetz, a deacon at FPC, we 
doubled each recipe– making each casserole twice, one for 
The Bird House and one for the Casserole To Go Program at 
FPC–10 casseroles in all! The youth each wrote a card to 
the Bird House guests—messages of hope, compassion, 
and love that made us all very proud.  

It was an inspiring experience to discuss dignity and dying 
with 12-18 year olds. We thank the Bird House and Carol 
Tippe for inspiring us to confront some ‘scary’ topics. We 
are exceptionally proud of our youth, who have hearts for 
mission and seeking the dignity of everyone they meet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am excited to introduce this monthly program to the 
youth ministry at FPC. These are the opportunities where 
faith becomes action and deepens our faith each time we 
serve others. This opportunity is open to everyone, so if 
you would like a varied education and mission project each 
month, please contact me, Anna Sheetz, or watch the 
Bulletin for “Potluck and Mission Nights!”  

Thank you for your support! Anna Sheetz, Minister of 
Youth, Adult, and Servanthood. 


