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“I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
one who cries out:
‘Prepare the way
of the Lord.’”
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2017
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Worship in Advent
Our Advent worship services during the month of December will
focus on preparing for Christ’s coming through bringing gifts much
as the Magi did after Jesus’ birth. We ask that each person (of all
ages!) attending worship at both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
services bring an item that reflects the Gospel text for the day.
Items will be gathered and displayed on the chancel through
Christmas and then can be taken back in January. Help us
“prepare the way of the Lord” this Advent season!
Items to bring each Sunday:
Advent I, Dec. 3: Timepieces (watches, clocks, sundials, etc.)
Advent II, Dec. 10: Shoes/Footwear
Advent III, Dec. 17: Light (candles, flashlights, lamps, etc.)
Advent IV, Dec. 24 (10:30 a.m.): Scraps of cloth

Christmas Joy Offering
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First Presbyterian
Church will
participate in the
denomination’s
annual Advent
offering, Sunday
December 3. This
offering provides
financial assistance to
individuals and
families who have
dedicated their lives to the church, and supports leadership
development and education for students attending
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
The offering will be equally split between providing
opportunities for racial ethnic leadership development and
providing financial support for current and retired Presbyterian
church workers in their time of need.
As we anticipate Christ’s birth, thank you for prayerfully
considering support of the Christmas Joy offering.
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Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church,
The grace and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!

supposed to go to the employment place to collect my
paycheck. To collect the paycheck, you had to have your ID,
The week of November 5-11, with the support of session and
show you were either full time or part time. I was full time.
the Burianek Trust, I attended a training event on faith-based
You had to sign in and be verified. It took 7 minutes to verify.
community organizing. Pastor Smith from New Creation
The weeks lasted only 15 minutes. Before my 7 minutes were
International Church, Bryson Dean from First Mennonite
up, the week was over and I couldn’t collect my pay. So I went
Church and about 60 others from around the country
to the Plasma Center to sell only to find out I had just gotten a
attended. As I was one of the few older white males with
tattoo and was not eligible to give. I tried the Plasma Center
multiple degrees and a safe vocation—read that as
the second time allowed each week but had a fever and
privileged—I was hammered for that and much else. Yet that’s
couldn't sell. Finally, I was able to collect my $320, so I quickly
the process. If you can’t run on flat ground against other
went to try to get food, but couldn’t because I was out of
runners, how can you compete in the jungle against horses, to
travel passes. I begged a pass off another person and went
paraphrase Jeremiah? To do justice is to risk doing hard work,
directly to the transportation desk and bought a bunch of
yet what I experienced is nothing compared to what many
travel tickets. I repaid the fellow I had borrowed from. I then
people experience daily. I learned a lot.
received a message at home that I had to pay $200 child
support or go to jail.
And speaking of experience . . . The other day our own Don
and Nancy Ross volunteered at the Inside Out program, a
This type of frustration continued throughout the afternoon.
justice mission dedicated to helping persons released from
When all was said and done I had to go back to jail since I had
incarceration. They took on the personas of recently released
not fulfilled all of the necessary obligations in the time
persons challenged by our court and penal system. It struck
allowed.
me that as you and I gear up for our holidays, the Rosses’
experience might deepen our own. I am turning this month’s
Nancy’s day started out with travel tickets, but no ID, no birth
Pastor Page over to them. May God bless us, every one, with a certificate, nor a place to live, so she had to go immediately to
joyful, generous and compassionate Thanksgiving. Thanks, Don the homeless shelter and work her way out from there. She
and Nancy!
was Jeremy. At the end of the "four-week" period she at least
was still out of jail.
With love, your pastor,
What a trying situation this was! But it gave me a small taste of
Sam
what the people face. One member of the panel for discussion
at the end had a very disturbing tale to tell. He had been
How Do They Survive?
incarcerated in Illinois for 19 years. When he was released, he
Where do I go? What do I have to do? But I can’t get there; I
was given $10. That money was gone before he reached the
have no car or money!
transportation center where he could get a ride to his
destination. During the first week of his freedom, he had three
Nancy and I participated in a simulation session for the
InsideOut-Reentry Program. This is a program designed to help attempts on his life. Someone suggested that he get to Iowa if
at all possible and contact InsideOut for help. With the help of
those who have been incarcerated, served their time, and
this organization, he has begun to turn things around. Some of
released. This simulation was to show the problems these
his biggest hurdles were dealing with all the new technology.
people encounter upon their return to the outside world.
He had no idea what cell phones were or ATMs and many
Having served on the Iowa Citizens Foster Care Review Board other items. It was all rather frightening to him to see all the
for almost 23 years, I have seen the returnees who have had
changes. Even the cities and countryside didn’t look like he
the added sadness of losing custody of children. Sometimes as remembered. As an example, when I think back to my
board members we wonder what is the problem with getting freshman year at the U of Iowa and what Iowa City and
organized in the outside world and don’t understand the
Coralville look like now I can almost fathom how he felt.
trauma of trying to survive.
A young man who was featured in the Gazette story had been
The simulation consisted of a scheduled 4-week period, each given a job at the Hilton Garden Hotel to help clean in
represented by a timed 15-minute session. You were given a
preparation for the grand opening. The manager was pleased
packet with the name of the person you were to become,
with his work and was anxious for him to begin full-time
travel tickets (some got 3, some got more, some got 0.) There employment. The corporate offices had a different idea and
were stops for food, money, housing, employment, UA testing, would not let them keep him on the payroll, so he is again
plasma sale, AA, court house, jail, probation officer, guidance unemployed.
counseling, Quick Loans, bank, etc.
Where are these disadvantaged persons to go? InsideOut is
My character was Wesley. I had a home, so l lived with my
trying to help cope with the problems. Volunteers are the
spouse, a job that paid $320 a week and had been
main source of support for this program as well as many
incarcerated for using drugs. I had no money, so I was
others.
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Salvation Army Toys for Tots Drive to begin at FPC
The Salvation Army Toys for Tots program helps over 1,000 area youth who otherwise might not have toys on
Christmas morning.
Toys for Tots gift donation tags will be hung on our Christmas tree in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Each tag lists the
gender and age of a child (from newborn to 15 years old) who would appreciate a gift. New, unwrapped gifts,
with your tag attached, should be dropped off at the Salvation Army (1116 Gilbert Ct., Iowa City; 319-337-3725)
by December 17. Toy distribution will occur during the week of December 18 – 22.

Gifts for Parents Drive Now Underway
The Consultation of Religious Communities, of which First Church is an
active member, will once again be conducting the Gifts for Parents
program in December. We would love to have you join us to provide free
gifts for low-income children to give to their parents or other key
individuals in their lives. This event will take place on December 2 at St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church (2675 E Washington St. in Iowa City). All
children in the area are welcome.
We need both gifts and volunteers. Gifts should be new or gently used. We can’t use sized
clothing, but hats, scarves, mittens, etc., are fine. Gifts for men are always especially needed.
Through Wednesday, November 29, please place your donations in the designated box
located to the left as you enter Ryerson Fellowship Hall.
Volunteer opportunities include: greeting families, supervising the gift room, escorting
children to the gift room, and helping wrap gifts on the day of the event, as well as behindthe-scenes support work in the days before. You can use the sign-up sheet on the table next
to the donation box. Questions can be directed to John Barr at BarrJohnO@sau.edu

Help the Crisis Center spread joy this season with a donation to Project Holiday!
Project Holiday is the Crisis Center’s annual holiday meal distribution which takes place the
week before Christmas each year. The goal behind this drive is to provide families with the
ingredients they need to create their own family traditions. Each year, the Crisis Center
provides meals for over 1,700 families in our community.
Will you help us spread joy this holiday season? Your $25 contribution covers the cost of the
meal for one family, including a turkey, ham, or other entrée item, sides, vegetables, and a
variety of other grocery items needed to prepare a holiday feast.
Donation “tree tags” will be placed on the Christmas tree in Ryerson Hall by November 30. By
taking a tag and returning it to the Crisis Center, you help us brighten the holidays for hundreds of our neighbors in
need.
Please contact Julia Erickson, Stewardship and Events Coordinator, with questions regarding Project Holiday at 319-351
-2726 ext. 105 or julia-erickson@jccrisiscenter.org.
Happy Holidays,
The Crisis Center of Johnson County
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Thank You in Advance
Note from Pastor Sam: Friends, by the time you receive this newsletter, God’s future for First
Presbyterian Church will be hanging in the balance as pledge cards are collected. May all of us sow generously
that we might reap all of God’s blessings beyond measure. Thank you for being you, whatever God puts into
your heart to give. Love, Pastor Sam
Hello, my name is Nancy Gardner and I’m a member of
Session and part of the Administration and Personnel
Ministry. I think it’s fitting that our group has been
asked to speak about stewardship on this important All
Saints Sunday.
Because as we’ve been leading up to Stewardship
Sunday, it makes me think about all the great things
we’ve accomplished during this past year. Like me,
you’ve experienced many of these programs first-hand,
and others are interesting to read about in the church
newsletters. By the time you look at the presence First
Pres has here, locally, across the country, and
internationally, we’ve got a lot of good things going on.
And that’s in addition to the beautiful worship
experiences and education time that take place each
Sunday morning!
And each time I’ve participated in or read about
something one of our ministries has done, I’m
impressed, but more than that, I’m excited and I’m
proud of what our church is doing out there in the
world and here at home. I’m excited and proud to see
how we’re making connections with new members and
families with young children. I’m excited and proud that
our church is taking action against injustice where we
see it. I’m excited and proud that our worship here is
meaningful and inclusive.
But this momentum and growth doesn’t happen on its
own. It takes a team of devoted and talented
individuals, the staff here at First Presbyterian Church,
to lead us, to guide us, to help and support us as we
seek to do God’s work. Each staff member plays an

integral part in the church. So many programs here are
interrelated. We have social justice connected with
education, music with outreach, worship with childcare,
and I could go on and on. Without all staff members
working together, what we have built up will surely
unravel.
Several weeks ago, Dale Kraus from the Finance
Ministry gave us the news that our giving in 2017 may
very well not meet our budget for this current year, and
that we may face difficulties in 2018 unless our financial
situation improves.
And this is where I want to make the connection to
today, All Saints Sunday. We’re hearing Pastor Sam talk
about those saints who went before us long ago as well
as our most recent saints who left us only just this year.
We remember them, and use their devotion and past
acts of service to God to guide us in our world today, to
be God’s saints here on Earth.
So as you consider your stewardship pledge this year, I
hope you’ll remember the words that Pastor Sam is
telling us this morning. We are the saints that he is
referring to in this world, growing in our faith and our
actions to serve God. But our staff members, each and
every one of them, are the saints that make our work
possible. We need to support them and the work they
do.
I love this church, I’m proud of this church, and I plan to
increase my pledge to keep all our saints on board. I
hope you’ll consider doing the same.

Deacon’s Bench
The office of the Deacons as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, witness
and service after the example of Jesus Christ. It is the duty of Deacons, first of
all, “to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to
any who may be in distress” (The Book of Order G-6.0400-051). The hospital
visitation program is but one of the means by which FPC Deacons fulfill this
charge. One deacon is assigned to visit any FPC member or friend of FPC who
might be in UIHC, and another deacon is assigned to do the same at Mercy
Hospital. The visits have no set format or length. They are based on the needs and desires of the patient and
normally end with a prayer and sometimes a scripture reading. The deacons depend on input from the
congregation as to who might be in the hospital, so if you know of anyone who might appreciate a visit, please
notify the church office.
Tom Martin
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First’s Family
If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by December 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

December 1-15

November 15-30
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/21
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/23
11/24

Nick McMillan
Joel Hurt
Ron Cole
Joel Kasiriba
Carol Tippe
Tom Martin
Craig Gustaveson
Norvall Clemons
Barb Davis
Ed Cranston
MaryJo Keith
Richard Van Rheeden
Chloe Bozorgomid
Sarah Bigaba
Leann Graves

11/24
11/25
11/26
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/29

Heather Fay
Jeff Foster
Grace Kirschling
Kathy Smith
Anthony McMillan
Stephanie Brentner
Lily Chong

Valerie Soemadi and her family on
the death of her father Carroll
Braun, who died October 22; Ken
Miller and his family on the death of
his mother Pearl Miller, who died
October 21; Larry Pugh and his
family, on the death of his wife,
Jinny Pugh, who died October 19; Ila
Howe and her family on the death of her sister
Jeanette Barber, who died October 8; and to the
family of Bertha Armstrong, who died October 8.

Advent calendars are
available starting
November 26, on the
narthex table to
share. On the back of
the Advent calendar
are the FPC Advent
highlights. Share an
invitation!

Nov 29 Pachinko by Min Jin Lee

Bring your lunch and share in the
fellowship Information, contact Jan
Walker at 358-6737
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Sharon Oglesby
Carter Hand
Mig Judiesch
Sue Farran
Cathe Franz
Doris Preucil
Liz Degner
Rick Boland
Amy Hackman
Kenneth Noble
Elyon Kunangika
Greg Smith
Jeri Smith
Arya Bingham

John Raffensperger
Dorothy Hoak, MaryAnn
Clemons and Anita Burnett

FPC Book Club Invites You to Join Us
WE MEET the last Wednesday of the month
from Noon to 1 p.m. at 1095 Silvercrest
Circle #223 (Legacy Senior Living)

12/01
12/04
12/07
12/07
12/07
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15

Remember the festive guest bags on the
narthex welcome desk to also share at this
time of giving! Let’s make sure all visitors,
friends and returning family know they are
welcome!
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Equipping Ministry
“For where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.”
-Matthew 18:20

Pumpkin Fun!
More than 50 members of FPC and Holy
Jerusalem had a blast on October 29
decorating pumpkins, playing games,
eating food, getting their faces painted,
and connecting in fellowship with one
another! The older youth of our
congregation did a wonderful job helping
facilitate games and giving out prizes.
Fabulous staff people and volunteers
helped to make the day great fun for all
who attended. Keep an eye out in the
newsletters and bulletins for more fun
events like this that you and your family
can attend. We hope to see you at the
next one!

Sunday, November 19,
2 p.m.
All FPC members are invited to an Iowa
Women’s basketball game!
Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for youth,
and children under 5 are free. If 20 or
more are interested, we can get a group
discounted rate. Contact Erin Landsee ASAP if you are still
interested in coming (erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org).

Sunday School Youth grades Pre-K–6th Grade
will sing in worship on December 17
Any children who have been attending Koinonia on Sunday
mornings have the opportunity to sing in worship at the 10:30
a.m. service on December 17. We have been and will continue
working on songs for
Advent that we will share
in worship that day. There
is still plenty of time for
your child to join us! Just
come to Koinonia at 9:00
a.m. on Sundays!
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Camp Wyoming Winter Retreat
January 12-14, 2018

Join us at Camp Wyoming for a wonderful
weekend full of games, worship, and lots of
fellowship time.
We had a great time
last year hiking in
the woods, “iceskating” on the frog
pond, sitting around
the bonfire,
watching movies,
and playing and
connecting with one another. We hope to add
more people to the fun this year! Registration
forms can be found on the table in Ryerson
Fellowship Hall (look for the sled!)
Contact Leah Bergman or Erin Landsee for
more information!

November 15-December 15, 2017

Worship & Celebration Ministry

Come sing with the Sanctuary Choir!
We want YOU to come sing
with us! Sanctuary Choir is a
warm, welcoming, and
supportive group of singers
who help with music
leadership most Sundays at
the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from
7–8:30 p.m. Now is a great time to check it out as we
start practicing for the season of Advent. You are
always welcome to drop in and see what it’s all
about!

Youth Choir Schedule
(Grades 4-12)
November–December
**Please note the schedule
changes for November**
NO rehearsals
November 9, 16, or 23
Thursday, November 30
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursdays, December 7, 14,
AND 21
7:30-8:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 17
5:00-8:00 p.m. Worship at Oaknoll
with pizza after
Sunday, December 24
3:45-5:30 p.m. Youth Choir sings
at 4:30 Christmas Eve Worship
Rehearsals will begin again
Thursdays, January 11 AND 18

Youth Choir and Alumni to sing at Oaknoll

O

n Sunday, December 17, our Youth Choir and alumni of the choir will lead worship at Oaknoll Retirement
Center. The service, which consists of readings, anthems and carols, is an annual event and one that both
the youth and Oaknoll residents look forward to each year. This will mark the 18th year that our Youth have led
this service. In fact, it’s such a well-loved tradition that in recent years our choir alumni have made it a priority
to come back and join the choir.
The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving in time for
the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go to Pizza Ranch for dinner and plan to arrive back at the church by
9 p.m., where parents can pick up members of the choir. Members of the congregation are always welcome to
come and worship at the Oaknoll Youth-led service.

Share your gifts on Christmas Eve Day
Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship
Sunday, December 24, 10:30 a.m.
There will be one festive worship service in Ryerson Fellowship
Hall at 10:30 a.m. on December 24. Gather around tables for
breakfast, sing carols, and prepare for the birth of Jesus that
evening. We are looking for instrumentalists, singers, poets, and more to help us lead this “living
room” style worship that day. Share your gift by playing or singing a favorite Christmas carol, read a
favorite Christmas book or poem, tell a beloved Christmas memory. If you are interested in helping
with this worship service in any way (you can be creative!) sign up on the sheet outside of the choir
room or contact Leah Bergman.
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Youth & Adult Ministry
Thursday, November 16, 6-8:30 p.m.
Our Family POTLUCK & MISSION NIGHT!

We’ll be learning from the Catholic Worker’s House and
their mission. More details to come about this!

Thursday, November 23
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
NO Youth Group!
Thursday, November 30, 6-7:30 p.m.

We’ll learn about what the Season of Advent is and why it
is important for our faith journey.
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS from 7:30-8:30 p.m.,**

CONFIRMATION IS HEATING UP!
OUR NEXT MEETINGS ARE:
●

Sunday, December 3

●

Sunday, December 10

●

Sunday, December 17

Thursday, December 7, 6-7:30 p.m.

We’ll have Michelle Bessman prepare dinner and then
decorate cookies for the PW Cookie Walk!
** YOUTH CHOIR MEETS from 7:30-8:30 p.m.**

Thursday, December 14, 6-8:30pm
Our family POTLUCK & MISSION NIGHT!

We’ll have a guest speaker join us for dinner and she’ll
explain what the Domestic Violence Intervention Program
does. We’ll prepare care packages for this important
mission.
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS from 7:30-8:30 p.m.**

Thursday, December 21, 6-7:30 p.m.

The Youth Group Christmas Party! Join us for food, fun
and festivities!
**YOUTH CHOIR MEETS from 7:30-8:30 p.m.**
>> Remember! Koinonia Breakout Group Meets EVERY
SUNDAY from 9:15 p.m. Youth will meet with Layne in
the Rock Room and Parents and other adults with Judy
Whitford in Coover Lounge. As always, please contact
Anna with any questions or concerns at
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org

Join the Young Adult Ministry for a GAME
NIGHT! Anyone 18–30 years old is
welcome to come! December 11, 7–8:30
p.m. meet in the youth room and we’ll
play some cherished games. See you
then!

Sunday Sandwiches
Perhaps you have noticed the Koinonia group busily making sandwiches and
filling bags every third Sunday of the month. Last November this mission was
started to supplement the lack of Sunday meals for those in need of food. Fifty
sandwich bags are filled with a healthy meat and cheese sandwich, fruit, chips,
a juice box, a health bar, and something sweet and then taken to the Salvation
Army kitchen for distribution. Often, we visit with some of the people there
and know they are grateful for the extra food.
This was started with the memorial money given in memory of Bill Terry. Though this
money will be depleted by February 2018, Bill’s daughter, Ann Terry, and her
husband, Dave Luckey, will continue to fund it as a memorial to Bill. Thanks, Ann and
Dave. Your generosity is greatly appreciated by FPC and the people we will serve.
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Parents Night OUT!
Our first Parents Night Out was a great success, and earned rave reviews
from both families and caregivers! This is a great opportunity for kids in our
church to play and get to know their “village” in a safe and fun
environment, while the parents take a break! PNO events occur monthly
for kids ages 0-10 and are free for families, due to the generosity of our
wonderful volunteers. For more information on bringing your kids or being
a volunteer, please contact Erin Landsee:
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org. The next PNO will be on November 17.

Stay-Home Parents Meet-Up!
Many stay-home parents at FPC have been enjoying
a weekly meet-up with our little ones! If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Erin Landsee:
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org, to get on the
email list. Days/times/locations may change each
week. We would love to have you join us!

TP for the Crisis Center
Thanks so much for the toilet paper collected for the “TP for the
Crisis Center” project in October. FPC’s Mission Committee
delivered a car load, 500+ rolls, of TP to the Crisis Center on
October 30. Thanks to the youth group for their fun and creative
structures. This donation is especially helpful since toilet paper is
considered a “luxury item” and
cannot be purchased with SNAP or
WIC benefits.
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October 2017 Session Highlights
-respectfully submitted by Nancy Weber, clerk of session
The session met October 17, in Coover Lounge at 7:00
p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit
the Christ candle. Elder Carol Ulch opened with
devotions, exploring what the Bible says about
change, and read a prayer by the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.

of this money in case some extra resources are needed to
respond to special needs or complete the capital funds
campaign. He said we do have a fairly sizable amount in
memorial gifts (approximately $30,000) and is again asking
ministries for their ideas by our next session meeting for
expending these monies in honor of the saints.

Session approved a motion permitting the Capital
Campaign Implementation Taskforce to continue to
work with Kitchens by Design (KBD; Iowa City) and
Conference Technologies, Inc. (CTI; Hiawatha) in the
functional capacities of design consultants for the
implementation of the kitchen and technology
projects, respectively, without the necessity of
securing competitive bids for these services. Further,
when proposals for the work, services and products to
be received from each of these companies is
acceptable to the CCIT, formal bids from these two
companies will be presented to session for review and
approval.

Minutes of the September 19, 2017 stated session meeting
were approved.

The death of Bertha Armstrong on October 8, 2017
was noted.

Elder Richard Van Rheeden sent out an information sheet on
the Stewardship campaign schedule of events. Pastor Sam
distributed hard copies of “What Makes a Church?” the
proposed PowerPoint presentation, and asked for input to be
shared with Richard.
Session approved an Endowment grant for purchase of an AED.
Session approved Layne Sheetz to lead 8:00 a.m. Ministry of the
Word on January 21, 2018.
A motion was passed allowing Pastor Jessica Crane-Muñoz from
PEIA switch pulpits with Pastor Sam for the January 21, 2018
10:30 a.m. service.

Finance Committee moderator and Elder Dale Kraus
spoke briefly about the budget. He had been doing
some re-figuring and what looked like an approximate
$68,000 deficit might be seen as a $27,781 income
shortfall, if there are no more expenses (other than
personnel) forward. This is less disconcerting, and we
may be able to find this amount more easily. Per
capita costs will go up next year, but perhaps one
strategy might be to make a bigger deal of members’
option to pay their own per capita, as was offered this
year. It was also suggested that another effort should
be made to move members not participating to the
appropriate list.

Session approved the addition of two upcoming meetings. A
Congregational meeting will be held November 12, 2018, at
11:30 a.m. to elect new officers and propose and approve the
reduction in the number on session, and there will be a special
session meeting held to welcome new members on Sunday,
November 12, at 9:30 a.m. in room 14.

REALM Planning Committee co-chair and Elder Carol
Ulch presented and reviewed the document “2018
Operational Plan Preparation.” To continue the life of
our congregation, we need to focus primarily on
God’s call to right relationships and yet not ignore the
need to invite new people and new resources into our
congregation. Elder Ulch and REALM Planning co-chair
Jeremy Fletcher will be looking into how to measure
the impact of a program.

Elder Michelle Bessman gave a reminder to sign up to deliver
food items for the upcoming Youth dinner. Various session
members volunteered to bring all the needed food items.

Endowment Committee moderator and Elder Ben
Nicholson presented the Endowment quarterly
report. He distributed “Changes in Equity (Unaudited)
January–September 2017, Endowment Fund.” Elder
Nicholson said that there have been few requests for
the interest funds earned from the Endowment fund,
and yet it’s probably not a bad idea to hold back some
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Equipping Ministry proposed an ecumenical intergenerational
program (“mini Synod School”) tentatively planned for June 7-9,
2018 at First Presbyterian Church. A planning
committee, consisting of session members from different
ministries as well as members from the congregation, will be
assembled to plan and coordinate the program. (This will
replace VBS.) The motion was approved.

Elder Ann Grosscup gave kudos to congregational help with
wheelchair and walker users who attend Sunday worship
services.
Elder Judy Terry reported that the collection of sox and sweats
going to Salvation Army, DVP, and the Crisis Center was a big
success and gave thanks to all for their generosity.
Elder Ed Cranston mentioned that FPC is embarking on a toilet
paper drive for the Crisis Center.
Pastor Sam closed the meeting with prayer. The next session
meeting will be held November 21 at 7 p.m., in Coover Lounge.

First Presbyterian Church

November 15-December 15, 2017

Our “Alternative Gift Market”—the Presbyterian Giving Catalog
Give the gift of hope today as you plan for your Christmas giving. Millions
around the world are facing daily struggles to access food, clean drinking water,
and shelter. Take the first step today to help alleviate their burdens with gifts of
wells with clean water, seeds, livestock, school supplies, cleaning tools or pots
and pans.
Copies of the 2016–2017 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are available in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. The catalog can
also be viewed and orders placed
online at presbyteriangifts.org. For
additional information, please contact
Ed Cranston, 319-339-1102. Make
sure to note First Presbyterian Church,
Iowa City on your order form.

Greetings, Folks,
A couple of groups which I would like to call to your attention, should you be so inclined to join.
Retirees Group
Strong Women Gathering
(ok, I don’t like the name, either—but we’re working on it!)
Yep, that’s what this group is primarily about;
sharing our strengths, checking in with each
This is a group that has gathered a couple of times this past
other and sharing our lives with one another.
year. They plan to gather every other month or so for
We have met a couple of times, and the
sharing, fellowship and fun. It’s a group targeted at new,
gatherings have been small. We are meeting
about-to-be, or full-fledged retired folks, but I don’t think
one Friday a month for about an hour (2–3
anyone would be turned away. So far, they have gathered at
p.m). Our next meeting will be Friday,
someone’s home and shared a meal/potluck. But they have
December 1, and we will meet at the inside
visions of road trips, wineries, theatre … you get the idea. If
entrance of Panera’s at the Sycamore Mall. If
you think you might like to be a part of this growing, fun
you think you might be interested, please let
group, please let me know.
me know.
Blessings,
Sherry Lohman, 319-621-1828

MONEY

MATTERS
Larry Bruner, Treasur-

Contributions

Misc. Income

Total Income

Total Expenses

Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

January-June
3rd Quarter

$281,634.92

$33,388.44

$315,023.36

$283,334.75

$31,688.61

$109,016.69

$671.03

$109,687.72

$154,315.07

-$44,627.35

October

$42,714.47

$177.59

$42,892.06

$43,686.09

-$794.03

$433,366.08

$34,237.06

$467,603.14

2017 Totals
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2017 Laughter and
Latte Women’s
Retreat Recap
On October 13–14, twenty
women gathered at
Prairiewoods Retreat Center
in Hiawatha, for the 6th
Annual Laughter and Latte
Women’s Retreat. Our overall theme is always having fun, relaxing and
getting to know other women. Micah 6:8 was our subtheme this year.
What does it mean to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our
God? At the beginning of the retreat we wrote one burden we wanted/
needed to give up on a piece of paper. At the closing worship we took
another’s burden to pray for that person (no names attached) and their
burden. We spent time talking, eating, laughing, worshiping, coloring,
singing, sleeping a little, hiking, puzzling, playing games and enjoying a
beautiful setting. Watch for the announcements for the 2018 Laughter and
Latte Lite, which will be held here at the church on a Saturday next fall.

Mark your
calendars

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
Mark your calendar to join us
at Legacy Senior Living from
9–11 a.m. on Saturdays

On December 9, First
Presbyterian Church will be
holding our 31st annual
Christmas Cookie Walk. Our
amazing Sally Rickey will be
heading up the event for the seventh year in a row. So
when you make cookies for your family, please bake an
extra three dozen to donate to the Cookie Walk. Then
come to buy a great selection of more delicious cookies
on December 9 between 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. This
is always a fun event that will put you in the holiday
mood, and the proceeds will go to help local and
regional charities.

Updated Photo
Directory is available for
pick up. They are located in
the narthex, please take 1 per
household.
Note: the contact information
listed in the back was accurate
as of August; some changes
have occurred.
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Have no fear… if you missed
the current New Member Class,
another class begins February 4.
For more information, contact
Pastor Sam at 351-2660.

We will not be gathering on:
November 25—Happy Thanksgiving
December 9–Enjoy FPC Cookie Walk
For more information, contact
Tammy Schroeder 351-2660

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join us in Coover Lounge from 9:30–10:30 a.m.
We are continuing to study the Book of Romans.
The class is led by Pastor Sam Massey.
New members ALWAYS welcome.
We will not meet on November 22.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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2017 CRC Winter Clothing Distribution
Despite thunderstorms and torrential rain, the
Consultation of Religious Community’s Annual Winter
Clothing Distribution, held on Saturday, October 21,
warmed the hearts of all involved.

Crowded Closet. The distribution was conducted on
Saturday at 9:00 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. Patrons waited
in the Kingdom Center Hall, out of the bad weather.
Volunteer escorts then assisted timed groups of
patrons in making clothing selections. In some
This year, a total of 1,350 winter coats were given to
instances, this was a challenging experience as a
children and adults through the three distribution
number of the patrons were not English speakers. Allcenter in Johnson County (The Kingdom Center/Dream
in-all, the process ran smoothly, facilitated by cordial
Center, Iowa City; Community of Christ Church,
and welcoming escorts, patient patrons, and a threeCoralville; and Grace Community Church, North
station checkout process. First Pres volunteers at this
Liberty). In addition to receiving a coat, each recipient
center included John Barr, Debbie Beermann, Liz Bolin,
was eligible for a winter hat, gloves and scarf, and up
Perry Ross, and Faryle Nothwehr. FPC’s Joan Decker,
to four additional cold weather items (e.g., a sweater,
and Kathy and Steve
vest, boots, blanket, etc.). Volunteers came from 23
Smith volunteered at
local congregations, the InsideOut Community, City
the center in
High School, the Dream Center, the UI Law School, and
Coralville.
the North Liberty Community Pantry.
Since First Presbyterian Church was
aligned with the Kingdom Center/
Dream Center, the remainder of this
report will stress the activities at this
center. On Thursday and Friday,
volunteers focused on sorting
clothing items from a dozen
congregations and on sorting items
and setting up of display tables and
racks, working 6+ hours each day.
While most of the donated clothing
was clean and of excellent quality,
there were many donations of
summer clothing (none from First
Pres) which were taken to the

FPC’s Liz Bolin examines a
glamorous donation.

Center leader Ruth Dawson provides
instructions to volunteers in the Center Hall.

Volunteers assist patrons in selecting clothing items.
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Refugee and Immigration Recognition Dinner
A Refugee and Immigrant Recognition Dinner was held on Saturday, October 14 at the North Liberty
Recreation Center. Public officials, civic leaders, and members of the public were invited to meet with and
learn about the growing refugee community in Johnson and Linn counties. The dinner featured traditional
African dishes, followed by a panel discussion. Contact refugeeimmigrant@gmail.com for more
information.

Jean-Paul
announces
honorees and
thanks First
Presbyterian
Church for loaning
the Association
office space.

Edmond and Aziza Bigaba helped host the
event with their children.

Pastor Theogene displays the certificate of
recognition he received (Adela in the background).

Ed and Jane Cranston applaud
honorees.
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Congratulations to: Dr. Robert Cargill, who is the new editor of the Biblical Archaeology Review.
Robert is Assistant Professor of Classics and Religious Studies at the University of Iowa. His research
includes the study of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls,
literary criticism of the Bible and the Pseudepigrapha, and
the ancient Near East. His most recent book is The Cities That
Built the Bible (HarperOne, 2016).
Biblical Archaeology Review is a bi-monthly magazine of the
Biblical Archaeology Society that seeks to connect the
academic study of archaeology to a broad general audience
seeking to understand the world of the Bible and the Near
and Middle East. Readers can take a look at the magazine
at Biblical Archaeology Review Magazine - Biblical
Archaeology Society (https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/
magazine/)
Bob and his family are part of the FPC family.

Give Glory to God, recognize a loved one, and
beautify our sanctuary this Christmas!
This is your opportunity to give in memory of or in honor of a loved one towards the poinsettia plants that will
glorify God and add to the beauty of our Sanctuary this Christmas.
Simply fill out and return to the church office with your donation by December 17, 2017.
Please place ________ poinsettia plant(s) ($15.00 each requested donation) in our church sanctuary.
This gift is made to the Glory of God!
In honor of _____________________________________________
OR
In memory of ___________________________________________
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church
Name
______________________________________________________________
Address:
______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________ or Email _________________________________
We are purchasing 25 plants. You may take your plant home after the 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve service.
Total donations in excess of the amount needed to purchase flowers will be given to the Deacons Emergency
Fund.
The Deacons wish to recognize your generosity; thank you. All gifts and memorials will be acknowledged in the
Christmas bulletin. Questions: contact Sue Van Duyn-Phipps at 338-4132.
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First Presbyterian Church
2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

The Congregational Health Ministry would like to
express a BIG “Thank You” to the Endowment/
Memorial Committee for the grant that allowed us
to purchase a new AED.
Do you know where the AED is located?
If not, take a moment and look for it. It could save someone’s life.
**The AED is located inside in a white metal box, hanging on brick
the wall above the fire extinguisher, near the repository and glass
wall in the narthex.
Sudden cardiac arrest is one of the leading causes of death in the U.S.
Over 350,000 people will suffer from sudden cardiac arrest this year.
It can happen to anyone, anytime, anywhere and at any age. An AED
is the only effective treatment for restoring a regular heart rhythm
during sudden cardiac arrest and is an easy-to-operate tool for
someone with no medical background.

First Presbyterian Church Staff
MINISTER OF WORSHIP, MUSIC
AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Leah Bergman
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
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ASSISTANT TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP,
MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Erin Landsee
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
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Melissa Moll
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org
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