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Sunday, December 24, 2017 ~ Christmas Eve 

10:30 a.m.  Breakfast and Carols in Ryerson Fellowship Hall 
 

4:30–5:15 p.m. Family Candlelight Worship with Youth Choir 
 

6:30–7:00 p.m. Organ and Instrumental Prelude 
 

7:00–8:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship with Sanctuary Choir and String Ensemble 
 

Monday, December 25 ~ Merry Christmas  

No worship service 
 

Sunday, December 31 ~ Sunday after Christmas  
One Service only at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Celebrate Christmas with Us 

A star guides only when travelers follow it to liminal places, to the brightening horizon where 
Eternal Mystery dwells neither swaddled nor shrouded. At the far limit of vision, where heaven 
meets earth, there the restless sojourner might finally find a home. Let us wander together . . . 

 

Your First Presbyterian Church staff wishes you a joyful Christmas and a hopeful 2018. We are thankful 

to be pilgrims on the Way with you. 
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The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
And Merry Christmas! Here is a fact with which to begin 
our 2018 new year, and it pertains to us and our future: 

All over the United States we hear voices of woe 
lamenting the end of the church as we know it. The fact is, 
many congregations have come to the end of their lives, 
especially in small towns and rural communities. Perhaps 
this is as it should be, as churches have tended to thrive 
when the surrounding community thrives and die when 
the surrounding community dies. Although you and I live 
in a community thriving in many ways, we have been 
challenged by two facts: We live in a region renowned for 
being irreligious, and we live in a neighborhood inhabited 
by many Roman Catholic persons wishing to live near 
Regina and St. Pat’s. As our saints have joined the church 
triumphant or moved away, this year in particular the 
leaders of First Presbyterian Church find they must make 
hard budgeting choices.  

Facing similar choices, many churches engage in a death 
cycle. To cut expenses they cut staff members, a natural 
decision that leads to cutting programs. Members, no 
longer finding the programs with which they connect, 
leave the church and take their support with them. This 
leads to another round of staff reductions, leading to loss 
of programs, and a renewed loss of members . . . you get 
the point. This is not a good business plan.  

Certainly, First Presbyterian Church has not been immune 
to some of these pressures, yet I would hope we would be 
prudent and make better decisions. Two questions to 
ruminate: 

 What other sources of funding, beyond member and 
endowment income, might be obtained to support 
the congregation? Churches rent parking spaces, start 
stores and coffee houses, build special housing, open 
schools and create other extensions of ministry that 
are also profitable.  

 As we set budget priorities, what is the true nature of 
the church, and to what other types of business or 
organization should we compare the church in order 
to better focus our financial resources?  

I am not prepared to reflect on the first bullet point, 
although you may have some ideas to pass on to session. 
As for the second bullet point, I have found in the Bible, 
pastoral literature and popular parlance many such 
comparisons between the church and other forms of 
human organization. Let us go looking for options and 
locate a helpful one in our contemporary age.  

The ones we find in the Bible compare the church to a 
family, a physical body, or the military. In more recent 
times, churches have been compared to clubs filled with 
like-minded (and sometimes like-looking) members. All 
these images have some warrant. 

Keeping with the contemporary 
motif, mega-churches are often 
thought of as being modeled after a 
Super-Walmart. They are designed 
to meet human wants and needs. Indeed, mega-churches 
can be built with spaces designed to look like concert 
halls, food courts and coffeehouses, expressions of 
American mass consumption and love of comfort. Pastors 
leading these congregations sometimes complain that 
attempting to explore issues beyond personal needs—
such as biblical issues of environmental or housing or food 
justice—lead to disgruntled members. Put plainly, the 
church’s members may represent a contradiction: They 
like the friendly “good guy” Jesus portrayed by our current 
culture, yet they really don’t want to embrace Jesus’ 
teachings. 

Two additional comparisons are equally contemporary.  

Sometimes churches seem modeled after The United Way 
formula. The United Way is a “pass through” agency that 
gathers funds and then makes sure they get spent on 
worthy causes. The major purpose of The United Way is to 
limit the number of competitive and annoying solicitations 
made to would-be donors. The United Way strives to 
lower its personnel and administrative costs so as to 
maximize how much it can give away to carefully screened 
organizations.  

The problem with the United Way model for the church is 
that there are plenty of agencies created to give away 
money: The church doesn’t need to add a layer of 
unnecessary bureaucratic cost. There are two exceptions 
to this comparison:  

(1) The church must often act as a “pass through” agency 
for those causes that only Christ’s church would fund, 
perhaps because they are specifically religious: think of 
funding theological education, The One Great Hour of 
Sharing, and Pasrur; and  

(2) Churches fulfilling their calling involve their volunteers 
with hurting people who need empowering relationships. 
These relationship lead to justice, that is, encouraging 
people to stand on their own two feet, and not be charity 
cases. Money then follows as an additional tool to build 
these empowering relationships.  

The final comparison is the best one for the church, I 
believe, although some may resist it.  

When I think of churches, the image of a counseling 
center comes to mind. How might the church be similar to 
such an institution? People “come as they are” to 
counseling centers, as hurting, broken sinners. Counseling 
centers offer transformative processes that help people 
change their lives, their families, their neighborhoods and 
the world. Counseling centers equip people to find and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear sisters and brothers of and First Presbyterian Church, 
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Self-Service Giving through our Kiosk 

Our giving kiosk provides the convenience you’re looking for with a simple 
iPad touchscreen and a secure debit/credit card reader. 

 Give when you don’t have cash or a checkbook 

 Contribute to one or multiple funds 

 Print a receipt and a donation slip 
 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our kiosk or contact the church 
office. 

live in healthy relationships. They 
help people find a larger vision for 
their lives and discover their “true 
north,” their reason for being. These 
transformative processes are 
personnel intensive (and personnel 
expensive) because people-to-
people ministry is the basis of their 
existence. Personnel costs are the 
price churches pay to train spiritual 
people of justice, mercy and faith, 
just as personnel costs are the price 
counseling centers pay to build 
people able “to love and to work,” 
as Freud said.  

Yet the comparison to a counseling 
center also leads to a standard for 
evaluating the effectiveness of a 
church: The successful church 
invites and attracts people in order 

to transform them and their 
relationships so that, through them, 
the world is changed into what God 
first envisioned when God created 
it.  

3  Church members who invite 
people to church;  

3  conngregations that attract 
people into their transformative 
processes; and  

3  church programs that are 
transformative for people and 
their relationships;  

fulfill their purpose of changing the 
world for the sake of God’s justice, 
mercy and faith.  

Jesus instructed us to go into all the 
world, and he taught us to seek the 

realm of God and God’s right 
relationships: All else will be added 
to what we need. The challenge for 
Christians like us is far more than 
giving and budgeting money: It is to 
risk entering healing relationships 
that will change us, change others, 
and change our world. To have right 
relationships, we need more people 
with hearts in the right place. This 
means embracing the personnel-
driven nature of our endeavor, and 
our own God-given relational 
responsibility for it.  

With love and blessings, 

Your Pastor, Sam 

 It’s time to Celebrate! 

We are starting a new and annual tradition of caring ministries in 2017. 

On December 17, we will be celebrating everyone who has turned 
90 years young during the 2017 calendar year. There will be a 
special cake and time to reminisce about your life and years at First 
Presbyterian Church. Please come and join us after the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service during fellowship to help us celebrate these special 
people.  

If you would like a ride to church, please call either the office or Rhonda Barr to arrange 
this. You can contact Rhonda by email or telephone: JOBTennis@mchsi.com or 319-936-
5998 (cell phone), 338-7740 (home).  

Deacon’s Bench 

Announcing our 2017 HO-HO-HO Hall Of Fame Winners! 
That would be you! Thank you to all who have pledged and given this year, 
especially those of you have stepped up and given “over and above” to move us 
closer to breaking even financially. Your generosity inspires us all and gives us 
all a merrier Christmas! 

mailto:JOBTennis@mchsi.com
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And a Little Child Shall Lead Them 

By Erin Landsee, Assistant to Minister of Worship, Music and Children’s Programs 

As we enter the season of Advent, I’ve found myself going 
back to a memory from earlier this fall. My group of 2nd – 
6th graders was gathered around the tables in the youth 
room during Koinonia. Our passage that week was from 
Matthew 15, “For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.”  

I read the passage to the squirrely kids. Then I paraphrased 
it for them, saying something like, “Did you hear what 
Jesus said? He’s telling us that whenever even just two or 
more people are gathered to learn or to pray or to 
worship, Jesus himself is there, even if they can’t see him. 
Aren’t we gathered here right now to learn about Jesus?” I 
watched their eyes get big, and I admit that for a moment I 
caught myself wondering if I was deceiving them.  

After a pause one boy spoke, transformed from the 
boisterous boy he’d been moments before. Now his face 
was long and serious. “Well that’s good, because we really 
need somebody right now,” he said. He went on to talk 
about Hurricane Harvey, which had just struck Texas, 
followed by the earthquake in Mexico that came days 
later. “And now another hurricane is hitting Florida.”  

I was taken aback in that moment. I hadn’t been following 
the news or keeping track of the natural disasters. I knew 
they were happening, but I’d been avoiding reading about 
them. Not only did this child know more about current 
events than I did; he also exhibited an unwavering faith 

that Jesus himself was there in the middle of the wreck. 
Where I had wobbled in my retelling of the Gospel, this 
boy heard and believed, and felt the peace of Christ’s 
promise: that he is there, among them, being with the 
people who were standing in the shambles of their lives, 
grieving the loss of their homes and their families.  

It is these moments that remind me what a privilege it is to 
walk with children in this faith. In my less conscious 
moments, I believe my job is to teach them. But when I’m 
more awake, I find them leading me. Jesus himself kept it 
pretty simple in regards to our children: Get out of their 
way and let them come to him (Matt. 19:14); don’t you 
dare do anything that would cause one of them to stumble 
(read about your fate if you do that in Matt. 18:6); and 
model your faith after theirs if you want even a peek at 
heaven (Matt. 18:2). 

In this season of waiting, in a world that is hurting, reeling 
from famine and natural disaster, political turmoil and war; 
when we feel doubts rising up in us, or notice the rough 
terrain of our own souls, let us take a cue from the boy 
who spoke to me last September. It’s a good thing Jesus is 
among us, because we really need somebody right now. 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God With Us, the little child leading us.  

Parents Night OUT! 

First Pres children are invited to church 
for an evening of food and fun while the 
parents take a break! We’ll start with a 
simple supper. Then little kids will play in 
the nursery while older kids enjoy a 
video, games and activities. The evening 
will be well-staffed with highly qualified volunteers.  

Who: First Pres kids ages 0–10 

When: Friday, Jan 19, 5–7:30 p.m. 

Cost: FREE 

RSVP: Please email Erin Landsee at  
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org by Jan 12 

Volunteers needed! Do you have some extra time on your hands? 

Would you enjoy getting to know some of the children and young families 
at First Pres? We are looking for some kind and nurturing individuals to 

volunteer to staff this event. Volunteers will help supervise First Pres kids 
up to ten years old while the parents take a break! If you’re interested, 

please contact Erin Landsee. Thank you! 

Stay-Home Parents  
Meet-Up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many stay-home parents at FPC have 
been enjoying a weekly meet-up with 
our little ones! If you are interested in 
joining us, please contact Erin Landsee: 
erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org, to 
get on the email list. Days/times/
locations may change each week. We 
would love to have you join us! 

mailto:erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org
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December 15-30 
12/15 Arya Bingham 
12/15 Greg Smith 
12/15 Jeri Smith 
12/16 Seth Hiatt 
12/17 Roxanne Boysen 
12/17 Gary Burnett 
12/17 Jack Newman 
12/18 Dennis Pedde 
12/19 Deb Boland 
12/20 Ryan Brentner 
12/20 Tammy Foster 
12/21 Helen Sheets 

12/22 Cory Morris 
12/23 Sarah Parker 
12/23 Laura Thedens 
12/24 Erick Fletcher 
12/24 Joe Graves 
12/27 Lance Eckland 
12/27 Tim Fehr 
12/28 Sarah Klemuk 
12/29 Sadie May 
12/29 Devin Raffensperger 
12/29 Hongwook Suh 
12/30 Eugenia Byamungu 
 

January 1-15 
1/3 Mike Raffensperger 
1/4 Margaret Bruner 
1/6 Reg Cooper 
1/7 Ann Burton 
1/7 Jack Perkins 
1/7 John Ruyle 
1/8 Shirley McFarland 
1/9 Shea Paulsen 
1/10 Brian Kleis 
1/10 Mary Palmberg 

1/12 Liz Bolin 
1/13 Linda Couch 
1/13 George Minot 
1/14 Wanda Martin 
1/14 Ben Nicholson 
1/15 Richard Gier 
1/16 Jean James 
1/16 Kip Neubauer 

MaryAnn Clemons 

The 1st of each month is the deadline for publication covering 

the 15th of the current month to the 15th of the following 

month. Articles no longer than 400 words should be submitted 

to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you! 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    

Be prepared — don’t miss these  
year-end tax deadlines 

Timing your gifts in December is 
important so that you don’t miss any IRS 
deadlines for counting the gift as a 
deduction this year. Here are some 
pointers. 

For Checks, the postmark date is the 
date of the gift. 

For Credit cards, the day the charge 
shows on your account is considered the 
gift date. 

For Securities, the dates differ depending on whether you 
mail certificates or make a wire transfer. When securities are 
electronically transferred, the gift date is typically the day 
the securities enter the organization’s account. If securities 
are mailed, the mailing date (postmark) is the gift date. If 
mailed, be sure to send, by registered or certified mail, the 
unsigned certificates in a separate envelope from the signed 
stock power and letter of intent. You can also deliver checks 
or certificates in person. Be sure to obtain a DATED receipt. 

If you have questions about gifts to FPC, you may contact 
Financial Secretary Saira Steen at 319-351-2660, Monday 
and Wednesday, or Church Treasurer Larry Bruner at 319-
321-5637 or larry-bruner@uiowa.edu. 

To the friends and family 
of Bob Cryder, who died 
November 20.  

Lee and Carol Kirsch are happy to 
announce the marriage of their son, Eddie, 
and Becky Rodriguez on November 11, in 
Sarasota, Florida  

Steve and Kathy Smith are grandparents 
to Gwyneth Jane Goodlove, who was born 
November 5 to Alica & Chris Goodlove. 

Rose and Dale Kraus are the proud 
grandparents of a new granddaughter 
born on December 6, Holly Margaret 
Luedtke. Her parents are Julie and Nathen 
Luedtke, who live in Waynesboro, Virginia. 
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O n Sunday, December 17, our Youth Choir and alumni of the choir will lead worship at Oaknoll Retirement 
Center. The service, which consists of readings, anthems and carols, is an annual event and one that both 

the youth and Oaknoll residents look forward to each year. This will mark the 18th year that our Youth have led 
this service. In fact, it’s such a well-loved tradition that in recent years our choir alumni have made it a priority 
to come back and join the choir. 

The choir will meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. for rehearsal before car-pooling to Oaknoll, arriving in time for 
the 6:30 p.m. service. Afterwards, we’ll go to Pizza Ranch for dinner and plan to arrive back at the church by  
9 p.m., where parents can pick up members of the choir. Members of the congregation are always welcome to 
come and worship at the Oaknoll Youth-led service. 

Youth Choir and Alumni to sing at Oaknoll 

Worship & Celebration Ministry 

December/January Singing and Instrumental Schedules 
 

Sanctuary Choir (adults) 
 NO Worship leadership on Sunday, December 17 (Kids lead worship music) 
 Rehearsal on Wednesday, December 20 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 NO Worship leadership at the 10:30 a.m. service on December 24 
 Christmas Eve Worship, 7:00 p.m. (6:00 p.m. rehearsal) 
 NO rehearsal on Wednesday, December 27 
 NO Worship leadership on Sunday, December 31 
 Rehearsals resume on Wednesday, January 3 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Worship leadership on Sunday, January 7 at 10:30 a.m. 
 NO Worship leadership on Sunday, January 24 
 

Youth Choir (grades 4–12) 

 Oaknoll service on Sunday, December 17, 6:30 p.m. (5:00 p.m. rehearsal)  
 Rehearsal on Thursday, December 21 at 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Eve Worship on Sunday, December 24, 4:30 p.m. (3:30 p.m. rehearsal) 
 Rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 11 and 18 at 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

FPC Brass Ensemble   
 Rehearsals resume on Sunday, January 14 at 11:30 a.m. 

Woodwind Ensemble   
 Rehearsals resume on Monday, January 15 at 7:45 p.m.. 

Sunday School Youth grades Pre-K–6th Grade  
will sing in worship on December 17 
 

Any children who have been attending Koinonia on Sunday 
mornings have the opportunity to sing in worship at the 
10:30 a.m. service on December 17. We have been and will 
continue working on songs for Advent that we will share in 
worship that day.  
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Equipping Ministry 

“For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
   —Matthew 18:20  

Winter Koinonia Kick-Off and Breakfast! 

January 21, 8:45–10:15 a.m. 

Shake off the cold and snow and come to Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall on January 21 starting at 8:45 a.m. for 
breakfast and the kick-off to the 2018 Koinonia 
program! We’ll eat, laugh, connect, explore scripture 
together, and then greet friends in our age-based 
break-out sessions. See you there! 

Camp Wyoming Winter Retreat 
January 12-14, 2018 

There’s still time to sign up to join us at Camp 
Wyoming for a wonderful weekend full of games, 
worship, and lots of fellowship time.  
We had a great time last year hiking in the woods, 
“ice-skating” on the frog pond, sitting around the 
bonfire, watching movies, and playing and 
connecting with one 
another. We hope to add 
more people to the fun 
this year! Registration 
forms (ignore the 
November due date!) can 
be found on the table in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall 
(look for the sled!) 
 

Contact Leah Bergman or Erin Landsee for more 
information, leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org, 
or erin.landsee@firstpresiowacity.org. 

 

                       Every Sunday, 9–10:15 a.m. 

What is “Koinonia?” 

That’s the name for our Sunday morning Christian 
Education. Koinonia is a Greek word that means “to be 
in community with other Christians.”  

 

Last Koinonia of 2017 is Sunday, December 17 
 
There will be NO Koinonia: 

December 24 

December 31 

January 7 

January 14 (Join us at Camp Wyoming!) 

 
Koinonia will resume with a winter kick-off and breakfast on 
Sunday, January 21 at 8:45 a.m. 

Did you know…? 

This year, the Koinonia gathering time (9-9:15 a.m.) and 
break-out sessions for pre-K–6th graders is following the 
scriptures from the lectionary? This means that the 
scriptures we read during worship on Sunday mornings are 
the same ones that we’re exploring during Koinonia! This 
can help us all connect to these Bible passages more each 
Sunday and open up conversations with the youth that are 
studying them. Come and join us starting again on January 
21 to explore and connect with scripture together! 

Don’t be a Scrooge! Turn in 
that 2018 pledge card and 
avoid the pastor’s naughty list!  
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Youth and Adult Koinonia Breakout Sessions are changing!  
 

Beginning January 21, 2018, there will be 2 inter-generational opportunities. 
 

The Wired Word 
For those interested in the intersection between Current Events and faith–a discussion based  

on news, Bible, and faith; sure to get you thinking! 
 

ReAffirmation 
For those hungry to know more about Bible, Faith, Presbyterianism, and spiritual development,  

a dynamic class built around the community at FPC, the feedback  
we have received, the Core Values, and REALM. 

 

We encourage you to join us in the New Year for these exciting  
opportunities for both Youth and Adults!  

 
Please email Anna at Anna.Sheetz@FirstPresIowaCity.org with any questions.  

Baby Music Class 

Try out a class for free at any time!  
For more information: www.firstpresiowacity.org 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
319-351-2660  

Suzuki music class for babies and toddlers, from birth 
through age 3, with a parent or caregiver  

When:  Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 **New session begins Jan. 9 
 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church  
 2701 Rochester Ave  
 Iowa City, IA 52245 

Rhymes! 

Trained  Suzuki Teachers 

Songs! 

English  

Language 

Learning 

New Session of 
Baby Music Class 
begins Tuesday, 
January 9 

New families can join at 
ANY point during the  
10 week session 

Consider coming to a 
community demo class: 

 Friday, January 5, 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. at the Iowa City 
Public Library’s Book 
Babies program 

 Friday, January 12, 
10:30 a.m. at the 
North Liberty 
Community Library  
Tot Time program 

Rhymes! 

Trained  Suzuki Teachers 
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Confirmation Class will meet Sunday, 
December 17 from 9:15–10:15 a.m. 

We’ll meet again January 21.  
 

Have a Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year! 

Youth Dinner Help Needed!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please consider providing dinner for the Youth Group 
in this upcoming year. This is truly a time of enjoyment 
by all and we hope to have you join us! 
 
The Sign-Up Genius can be found at the Church 
website under “Volunteer/Giving” or by emailing 
Anna.Sheetz@FirstPresIowaCity.org!  

Thank you for your consideration!  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY SCHEDULE  

 Thursday, December 21, 6-8:30 
YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY! Wear something festive and please bring a White Elephant 
gift (either $5 or even better—something from home).  
** Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 p.m.** 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY WINTER BREAK! 
 

There will be no Koinionia breakout until January 21, 2018! 
 

 Thursday, January 11; 6-8:30 
We’ll get back together for the first time in 2018! Join us as we play a BIG GAME to reunite! 
**Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 p.m.** 

 

 Thursday, January 18, 6-8:30 
Justice Revisited: We’ll check in on our year of Mission Nights and discuss how this new year impacts 
our faith.  
** Youth Choir meets from 7:30–8:30 p.m.**  
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Gifts for Parents Report 

On Saturday, December 2, the Consultation of Religious 
Communities, of which FPC is a member, conducted a very 
successful annual Gifts for Parents event at St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church. This year, 356 area children took the 
opportunity to select up to three of the donated items to give as 
gifts for significant adults in their lives. 

This event was staffed by 152 volunteers, from 13 community 
congregations, who assisted with sorting and set-up on Thursday 
and Friday, and on Saturday escorted children as they selected 
gifts and had them wrapped. Many thanks to our generous FPC 
gift donors and volunteers who included Becky Ross, Jan Wicks, 
Nancy Ross, Debbie Beermann, Janie Schomberg, John 
Barr, Rebecca Stockman, Renee Goodfellow, Janet Cochran, 

Nancy Weber, Darlene Bergman, and Ann Grosscup. The St. Mark’s Mens’ Group provided a tasty pancake breakfast for 
children, their families and volunteers. 

Both families and volunteers expressed their appreciation for this opportunity and their enjoyment of the event. This year, 
families were assigned arrival times, and hours were expanded to 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Saturday. Thus, there were virtually 
no waiting lines this year. 

Due to budget constraints, our session 
is being called on to make some 
difficult decisions related to 
membership.  

Annually, our denomination charges us 
$37 per active member, the sum going 
to the denomination’s administrative 
costs. While this amount is small 
compared to the amount given on 
average by active church members, it 
adds up when applied to persons who 
no longer have active membership in 
the church. Accordingly, it lies in the 
best interests of our church to discern 
who is actively a member of Christ’s 
church and who is not. 

In theory, according to the PCUSA Book 
of Order, the following criteria must be 
fulfilled in whole if persons are to be 
considered active members of Jesus’ 
church:  

 proclaiming the good news in word 
and deed,  

 taking part in the common life and 
worship of a congregation,  

 lifting one another up in prayer, 
mutual concern, and active support,  

 studying Scripture and the issues of 
Christian faith and life,  

 supporting the ministry of the church 
through the giving of money, time, 
and talents,  

 demonstrating a new quality of life 
within and through the church,  

 responding to God’s activity in the 
world through service to others,  

 living responsibly in the personal, 
family, vocational, political, cultural, 
and social relationships of life, 
working in the world for peace, 
justice, freedom, and human 
fulfillment,  

 caring for God’s creation,  

 participating in the governing 
responsibilities of the church, and  

 reviewing and evaluating regularly 
the integrity of one’s membership, 
and considering ways in which one’s 
participation in the worship and 
service of the church may be 
increased and made more 
meaningful.  

Over the last 10 years, I have noted 
repeatedly that our alleged 
membership numbers do not match 
our actual member activity. We have 
thoroughly cleaned our rolls twice 
before, mostly of people whom I have 
never known, due mostly to them 
moving away or being otherwise 
occupied on Sunday mornings. This 
month we anticipate removing about 
75 more persons from our active rolls 
and moving them to our inactive rolls, 

where they can sit indefinitely. If the 
need arises, inactive persons can be 
reactivated. 

Obviously, saints who are infirmed, 
working on Sundays or too poor to give 
will be retained as active members if 
we know their circumstances.  

In the biblical story of Gideon, God 
insists on using a very small army of 
faithful persons to prove that the 
victory belongs to God, and not to 
human actions. God wants devoted 
members and not numbers. We are 
committed to trimming our 
membership rolls back to those who 
love Jesus Christ and are committed to 
the work of Jesus Christ’s church.  

We invite you to spend some time 
reflecting on your own relationship to 
Christ’s church. If you have become 
inactive, we also invite you to recommit 
to continuing membership. We are 
here for you, as you choose to be here 
for us. Let me know if a visit or 
telephone call will bring you back into 
the congregation’s life, ministries and 
mission, and I will gladly be in touch. 
(319)351-2660. 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org. 

God’s blessings. In faith, hope and love, 

Your pastor, Sam 

Dear beloved members of First Presbyterian Church,  

I really hope this communication makes sense to you.  
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FPC Book Club Wishes You  
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

There will be no December gathering. For more information, 
contact Jan Walker at 358-6737. 

THANK YOU FROM OUR STEWARDSHP COMMITTEE AND SESSION 

To all of you, we say thank you. Thanks to you, we have a wonderful church home. Thanks to you, we have a strong 
program to nurture the youth. Thanks to you, we have mission outreach in the community and the wider world. 

All of this is possible through your generous support of the stewardship campaign and all of the activities here at FPC. 
Your timely submission of your pledges makes all of this possible. 

If you have not made a pledge yet, please do so soon. If you need a pledge card, or more information, contact the 
church office at call 319-351-2660. Even if you are unable to pledge this year, please return the card with a note so 
that we know your intent for supporting First Presbyterian Church in 2018.  

Again, thank you, and have a wonderful Advent.  

                                    Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us January 11 in  
Coover Lounge from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

We are continuing to study the book of Romans.  
The class is led by Pastor Sam Massey.  

New members ALWAYS welcome.  

We will not meet on December 20 or January 3. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

See you on January 10, 2018 

Covenant Bible Study 

The second segment of Covenant Bible Study 4 will be 
January 18 – March 8 from 7:00-8:30. This segment is 
called “Living the Covenant.” It focuses on how the 
community lives out its Covenant in faithful love—how it’s 
applied to actual relationships in everyday life. Thinking of 
participating in a Covenant Study but find 24 weeks is too 
long? Join us for this 8-week segment. Ruth Westfall will 

be leading the group in discussions of such topics as faithful love, leadership, 
discernment, reconciliation, act like a Christian, doing the right thing. 
Contact Ruth at rwestfa@yahoo.com if you have questions or want to come 
to the class. Everyone is welcome.  

Eat Out Group  
will not meet in December 

Merry Christmas 

Ecumenical Towers News 

One of the residents’ favorite events (the 
annual fall dinner catered by Ila Miller) took 
place November 16. The Community Room 
was decorated for a Thanksgiving motif—
musical entertainment was once again 
provided by members of First Christian Church 
and copies of a song sheet containing the 
words to four hymns were distributed to the 
residents so that they could sing along. The 
music added a festive mood to the dinner that 
the residents and board members enjoyed.  
New flooring for the first floor (library, lobby, 
community room and hallway) is planned to 
be installed before the end of December. Next 
on the oard’s agenda is the distribution of the 
Santa Sacks on December 19. The residents 
welcome entertainment any time. If you would 
like to entertain the residents (musically or 
otherwise), please contact Bonnie Bender at 
319-430-8717. 

mailto:rwestfa@yahoo.com
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November 2017 Session Highlights 
-by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session 

The session met November 21, in 
Ryerson Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor Sam called the meeting to 
order and lit the Christ candle. Elder 
Sharon Raffensperger led us in 
devotions. She read Psalm 100, and 
reminded us of the importance of 
giving thanks, including thanking God 
for being God. 

Following devotions, session members 
examined the incoming deacons 
present, and a motion to approve for 
installation and ordination was 
approved. Incoming deacons are Jeff 
Orris, Barb Stanerson, Audrey Van 
Roekel, Linda Couch, Jen Adams, and 
Jeri Smith.  

John Barr and Vern Dengler, from the 
Capital Campaign Implementation 
Task Force, reported on options and 
plans for renovation of the boiler/air 
handler and elevator 
installation. Income to the Capital 
Campaign had reached $719,422.23 
by the end of October, averaging 
around $12,500 per month since 
July. Our projected pledge total to the 
campaign remains $1,135,000. In light 
of the FPC 2017 budgetary concerns 
and the on-going Stewardship 
Campaign, efforts to secure further 
Capital Campaign donations are not 
likely to begin until the end of January 
2018. Bids for renovation of the 
kitchen will likely be solicited by the 
Kitchen Subcommittee in January. 
Activities of the Technology 
Subcommittee have been placed on 
hold pending details from the elevator 
project. 

The baptism of Rhys Emmet Paulsen, 
son of Stephanie and Joe Paulsen, on 
November 19, was noted. Member 
Jinny Pugh passed away on October 
19. Her funeral was held October 23, 
with Pastor Sam officiating.  

A thank you note from Youth to 
Session for contributing to their 
October 26 dinner was passed around, 
as was a thank you letter from the 
Friends of PEB for a $700 donation 
from the Lind family Pasrur 
endowment. 

Treasurer Larry Bruner gave a brief 
Finance report. Finance Committee 
moderator and elder Dale Kraus said 
that we are spending conservatively, 
and the financial situation looks 
better. Thank yous were given to elder 
Nancy Gardner for the personal 
announcement she gave in church on 
a previous Sunday regarding 
stewardship.  

An update on the Stewardship 
campaign was given by elder Richard 
Van Rheeden. Concerning the 2018 
budget, a bit more than $303,000 in 
pledges has been received for 2018. 
Follow up will be done mostly by 
emails rather than phone calls.  

Minutes of the 10-17-2017 stated 
session meeting were approved, as 
were the minutes of the 11-12-2017 
congregational meeting and the 
minutes of the special session meeting 
to welcome new members held the 
same morning. 

A motion was approved to use Zajicek 
memorial funds to purchase a bench 
for the lower level entrance, to be 
installed as determined by B & G and 
approved by the Zajicek family. 

Approved by email was a motion 
allowing funds from the Burianek 
Trust to fund Pastor Sam’s attendance 
at the faith-based community 
organizing intensive training event 
November 5-11, 2017. The total 
estimated cost was $860. Also 
approved was allowing funds from the 
Burianek Trust, approved by Sadie 
May, to fund up to $5,000 to send 
Tammy Foster, Tammy Schroeder, and 
Saira Steen to the next round of ACS 
church software training in Orlando, 
FL. Our congregation has benefited 
hugely from this training. 

Session approved a list of Memorial 
gift proposals. Submitted by Worship 
and Celebration Ministry: For the 
Kobler Meditation Garden and 
Labyrinth: Benches, $1,200 each (to 
match other benches); Fire Pit, $1,000
-$1,500; Picnic Table, $500-$1,000; 
Sculptures, $1,500 each; Plants, Trees: 
$150-$200; Bushes, $50; Lighting, 

$500 (Kichler 3-Watt Olde Bronze Low 
Voltage Plug-in LED Path Light, 12 @ 
$35 each plus installation); Gazebo, 
$7,777 (Lowe’s: Cedarshed Cedar 
Octagon Gazebo Exterior: 14.83-ft x 
14.83-ft; Foundation: 12.08-ft x 12.85-
ft) 

For the Music Ministry:  
Music, Anthem for choir: $100; Large 
Work (e.g. Handel’s Messiah with 
choir parts, score, and instrumental 
parts), $500-$750; Tubanos, $100-
$200 per drum, or $2,500 for medium 
sized set; Djembes, $200-$400; New 
chairs for the choir loft, $9,200 for 40 
chairs ($228/ea.); Artist Designed/
Commissioned stoles for the choir, 
$3,000-$10,000 (varies with company/
artist/design) 

For Worship: 
Artist Designed/Commissioned 
Paraments, $1,000-$10,000 (varies 
with artist/design/size/etc.); Artist 
Designed/Commissioned Communion 
Ware, $300-$1,000 (varies on artist/
design/etc.) 

A REALM Planning status update was 
given by elder Carol Ulch. Elder Ulch 
distributed copies of the update to 
session members. REALM Planning co-
chair Jeremy Fletcher is working on 
the reorganization of FPC ministries 
because of the reduction in session 
members. The proposal for change 
will be ready for discussion at the 
December 2017 or the January 2018 
session meeting. Evaluating of 
programs will be done considering 
impact. How this will be done is still in 
the design stage.  

The Presbytery of East Iowa has asked 
FPC to host  winter its 2018 meeting 
on January 13, 2018. Session approved 
a motion to allow FPC Session clerk 
Nancy Weber to negotiate with PEI 
stated clerk Rebecca Blair concerning 
the logistics of hosting this meeting. 

Elder Richard Van Rheeden presented 
an overture to General Assembly on 
amending G-3.0104 regarding the 
definition of Ecclesiastical Officers. 

(Session Highlight cont. on page 13) 
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Mark your calendar to join us  
at Legacy Senior Living from  

9–11 a.m. on Saturdays 

More info contact Tammy Schroeder 351-2660 

 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 

We will not be gathering:  
Dec 23—Merry Christmas 
Dec 30—Happy New Year 

We look forward to seeing you in 2018! 

This clarifies the constitutional role of 
the stated clerk. A motion was 
approved to adopt this overture. 

With Session approval, the December 
12 session meeting date was moved 
back to December 19, 2017 to allow 
enough time for ministries to address 
the 2018 budget.  

Elder Ann Grosscup encouraged 
session members to think about 
filming personal invitations to FPC 

events, 30–60 seconds in length, to be 
put on FPC’s Facebook page. Elder 
Richard Van Rheeden will film these 
invitations.  

Elder Judy Terry and elder Jim Claypool 
reported that the recent Presbytery 
meeting was held in Davenport. No 
real issues or controversy arose. An 
update on the progress of the new St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church of Iowa 
City building was given. A restructuring 
of presbytery was also presented for a 

first read. This was Elder Jim Claypool’s 
last meeting as moderator of 
Presbytery. The Presbytery will be 
moving its offices from its Iowa City 
location to Westminster Presbyterian 
in Cedar Rapids.  

Elder Ben Nicholson closed the 
meeting with prayer. The next session 
meeting will be held December 19, 
2017 at 7 p.m., in Coover Lounge. 

(Continued from page 12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have no fear … the next New Member Class will 
start February 4, 2018. 
 

Contact Pastor Sam for more info at 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org or by phone at 
319-351-2660. 

MONEY 

MATTERS 

Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

January-June $281,634.92 $33,388.44 $315,023.36  $283,334.75 $31,688.61 

3rd Quarter $109,016.69 $671.03 $109,687.72  $154,315.07 -$44,627.35 

October $42,714.47 $177.59 $42,892.06  $43,686.09 -$794.03 

November $60,951.04 $206.38 $61,157.42  $48,321.17 $12,836.25 

2017 Totals $494,317.12 $34,443.44 $528,760.56  $529,657.08 -$896.52 

 



Page 14 First Presbyterian Church December 15, 2017–January 15, 2018 

Welcome New Members Fall 2017 

Bill Follows 

Kathy Follows 

Mike Sheetz Joe Paulsen 

Steph Paulsen Emily Scott with son, Graham 
Not pictured: David Scott 

Monthly Mission Drive 

Brrr….it’s cold, better cover your butt in January 

It’s a month of Sundays 

 

“Undie Sundays.” 
 

NEW underwear, all sizes, all genders are needed.  

We ask that you spend about $10. Please bring your “undies” to 
church and place in the HUGE box in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. 

Watch upcoming Newsletters or contact Judy Terry for more 
info on these monthly mission/giving opportunities coming in 
2018. 

The September 2017 monthly mission brought in  
a plethora of shirts, socks, sweatshirts and sweats;  

all went to needy charities.   

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your generosity! 

Updated Photo  
Directory is available 

for pick up. They are 
located in the narthex, 

please take 1 per 
household.  

Note: the contact 
information listed in the 
back was accurate as of 
August; some changes have 
occurred. 

Pre-pay your 2018 pledge before the Tax Grinch can steal it!  
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Friends of Pasrur Celebrates Its 10th Anniversary 
 

“Blessed are those who nurture the lives of children, for they will be filled with deep, lasting joy!” 
 

On November 19, Friends of Pasrur celebrated the 
10th anniversary of the Pasrur scholarship program.  
Each year, 100 Christian girls have been provided 
with scholarships to attend boarding school. Rev. Ed 
Morgan delivered the sermon, and there was a 
reception following the service.  A high point of the 
celebration was sharing the video that the girls in 
the boarding school created. The girls had video 
taped “Here I Am Lord,” which was played for the 
congregation. 

Our good friend Elaine Markuson sent the following 
email regarding the celebration:  Greetings from a 
grateful heart!  As a way to join the chorus of 
congratulations on the work of the Friends of Pasrur, 
I wish to send words shaped by the Beatitudes. 
“Blessed are those who nurture the lives of 
children, for they will be filled with deep, lasting joy!” It is my prayer that as you celebrate the past, God’s Spirit may 
give you guidance for the future. May the peace of Christ be with you!—Elaine 
 

Kelley Lind Medical Checkups 

The Lind family endowment, in memory of Kelley Lind, has once again paid for medical check-ups for all the girls in 
the Pasrur boarding house. Through these checkups, the girls receive essential medical care. 

Friday Friends 

This group is primarily about sharing our strengths, 
checking in with each other and sharing our lives 
with one another. We have met a couple of times, 
and the gatherings have been small. We are 
meeting one Friday a month, for about an hour (2–
3 p.m.). Our next meeting will be at the end of 
January, and we will meet at the inside entrance of 
Panera’s at the Sycamore Mall. If you think you 
might be interested, please let me know. 

 

Young at Heart Gathering 

This is a group that has gathered a couple of times this past year. They 
plan to gather every other month or so for sharing, fellowship and fun. 
It’s a group targeted at new, about-to-be, or full-fledged retired folks, 
but I don’t think anyone would be turned away. So far, they have 
gathered at someone’s home and shared a meal/potluck. But they have 
visions of road trips, wineries, theatre … you get the idea. If you think 
you might like to be a part of this growing, fun group, please let me 
know. The group recently met at Tony and Nancy Warren’s home/barn 
for a potluck. Next event will be gathering at FilmScene in Iowa City for 
a movie, and maybe dessert afterwards. We’re still working on plans for 
that. Sound fun? 

Blessings, 
Sherry Lohman, 319-621-1828 

Greetings Folks,  

A couple of groups which I would like to call to your attention, should you be so inclined to join. 



Page 16 First Presbyterian Church December 15, 2017–January 15, 2018 

Public Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
The office will be closed Christmas Day through Jan. 1. 
We’ll see you on January 2, 2018 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  www.firstpresiowacity.org  

Any time that the Iowa City Community School 
District delays or cancels school and events due to 
weather, the church office will also be closed and any 
scheduled activities cancelled. When possible, we will 
advise you of cancellations by email and/or by 
changing the church’s outgoing voice mail message 
and on FaceBook. In addition, cancellations of church 
activities will be posted on our website 
www.firstpresiowacity.org, and will be posted on 
KCRG-TV and KCRG.com. 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card for 

2018, please do so! Every generous commitment 

counts this year. 

Peace and Global Witness  
Special Offering 

Thank you for your financial support of the 
Peace and World Witness special offering 
which was taken on World Communion Day, 
October 1. Of the $1,915 offering total, the 
InsideOUT Re-entry Community received 
$478.75. This program serves individuals 
returning to community life from 
incarceration. Services provided are: 
mentoring for support, companionship and 
accountability (a returning individual is 
paired with an individual who previously 
reentered society); a drop-in Resource 
Center to help individuals meet basic needs; 
and community meetings, an educational 
support group. Their mission is to reduce 
the social stigma of individuals returning to 
society. InsideOut Reentry Community is 
located at 500 N. Clinton St., Iowa City and 
is open afternoons, 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. This non-
profit is welcoming community volunteers 
in addition to funding. 

http://www.firstpresiowacity.org

