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It is with abundant joy that our Session shares with you the exciting news of the new professional persons who joined
our staff. God has blessed us richly with these human treasures who assure us that God’s future for us is for great good.

Leah Bergman:

Anna Sheetz:

Minister of Worship,
Music and Children's
Programs
(start date June 13)

Minister of Youth, Adult,
and Servanthood
Programs
(start date July 10)

Leah Bergman is
returning to her home in
Iowa City after serving as
Director of Music at Cross
Lutheran Church in
Maplewood, Minnesota.
She is a Master of Sacred
Music candidate at Luther Seminary, where she studied
with and was mentored by Dr. Paul Westermeyer. Leah
plays cello and sings with various ensembles and churches
in the Twin Cities area, including The National Lutheran
Choir. She also has bachelor's degrees in music education
and cello performance from The Ohio State University,
where she studied cello with Dr. William Conable and
Mark Rudoff, as well as studying string education with Dr.
Robert Gillespie. After living in “Lutheran Land” for six
years, Leah cannot wait to start on an exciting journey
with FPC, where she can continue to live out her
baptismal vows. For her day job Leah has been a nanny to
several rambunctious children. She says that this
experience has “made me even more aware of the
importance of reaching out to young families and creating
an inclusive, intergenerational, and welcoming Christian
community.”

Anna Sheetz is very excited
to pursue her calling by
stepping into the Minister of
Youth, Adult, and
Servanthood position. She
grew up in New Jersey and
received her calling at 13
years old. She volunteered in various ministries until she
attended Eastern University. Over her college years, she
studied abroad in Lithuania, travelled Europe and
graduated with her Bachelor of Arts degree in Youth
Ministry. From there, she moved to Pasadena, California
to attend Fuller Theological Seminary. During the last four
years, she met her now husband Layne, who introduced
Anna to the Iowa Hawkeyes. She is proud to say she has
attended two games along with the Rose Bowl!
With four years of California living in their belts, the
Sheetz family decided it was time to move closer to
family. When Anna was looking for jobs, she was
immediately drawn to this position. From her calling to
ministry, her experience in youth groups, her passion for
intergenerational worship and her drive for justice —
Anna feels like this is truly the position God has created
her for. Layne, Anna and their beloved cat, Huey, are
excited to make the move to Iowa. In her free time, you
can catch Anna reading novels, making pasta, or spending
time outdoors.
(Continued on page 3)

What’s so important about a church
name tag?
As we welcome our new staff and one another to First
Presbyterian, we would like everyone to wear their church
name tag so they can better get to know us by name. If you
need a name tag or have misplaced yours, please let the
church office know and one will be made for you. Thank you!
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you!
Over the past few years, First
Presbyterian Church has had a
presence in the Iowa City Pride
Parade. This year we marched right
behind the Episcopalians, playing
“Jesus Loves Me” on kazoos (among
other melodies). The crowd always
seems delighted to see us, as if
surprised to see a congregation
willing to be seen in their company.
I have been asked to explain why
we do this, that is, walk in the
parade: Specifically, what are we
promoting?
The simple answer is that we
promote the same message that
Christ’s church has promoted for
the past 2000 years: Jesus came to
seek and save the lost. Lost does
not mean condemned by God. In
Christ there is no longer
condemnation. Lost means
excluded from the community that
Jesus calls the realm of God. God’s
heart is one of hospitality, as we see
repeatedly in stories like the
Prodigal Son and the Lost Sheep.
Even the Sodom and Gomorrah
story in Genesis 19, as many
scholars agree, is not about
homosexuality but about the
violation of the core Middle Eastern
value of opening hearts and homes
to the visiting stranger.

nature of grace. We go because we
know that Christ died for sinners
like us and our gay and lesbian
brothers and sisters. We plod on
the highways and byways and make
our invitation to everyone because,
by God’s choice, they are also
family. I cannot imagine a more
important time than this to make
such an invitation, and as publicly
as possible: The hate speech we are
hearing against gay and lesbian
people, as well as Muslims and
Hispanics, in the name of Jesus cries
out for a response. We must speak
lest our silence be construed as our
Like the father who ran out to greet concurrence with hate.
his younger son, or the shepherd
So the first question, from my
who wandered far in search of his
perspective, is not why we march in
wandering charge, we too go out
the Pride parade. It is rather, where
the door to all the places where
else shall we go to extend God’s
God’s children dwell. This is the

invitation to estranged people?
Who else shall we welcome home
to God’s First Presbyterian Church?
The second question is, where do
you stand? Not everyone needs to
walk in a Pride parade. Yet all of us,
as Jesus’ people, must practice
God’s hospitality. As he welcomed
us, we are obligated to welcome all
for whom Christ died.
With love, Your Pastor, Sam
PS For a deeper analysis of what the
Bible says about homosexuality,
please read
Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality,
Revised and Expanded Edition:
Explode the Myths, Heal the Church
by Presbyterian theologian and
Bible scholar Jack Rogers.

BIBLE QUIZ
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Answer: A (See 1:1, NRSV.)

Almost 600 years before Christ, the Babylonian army marched into Jerusalem,
ravaging the city and destroying the glorious temple. Furthermore, the enemy
soldiers took a large number of the city’s inhabitants back to their country to
serve as slaves. Later, an Old Testament book described the woes the Jews
suffered because of the war. That book begins “How lonely sits the city that
once was full of people! How like a widow she has become . . . ” Choose the
name of that book.
A. Lamentations
B. Obadiah
C. Isaiah
D. Amos
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(Continued from page 1)

Sherry Lohman:

Judy Whitford:

Care Associate
(start date July 1)
Sherry Lohman has served in
the pastoral role for two
United Methodist
congregations, one in Solon
and one in Iowa City, prior to
landing at First Presbyterian
Church. She has been helping us already with skillful
preaching, pastoral care and spiritual formation
activities, and she has been meeting with the deacons
of FPC. These are the duties that she will continue as a
1/8 time staff person. Sherry has the following to say:
“It is a great joy and honor to be on staff at 1st Pres. I
am happy to assist Pastor Sam in preaching, worship
preparation and congregational care. I also am available
to walk along with you in our faith journey. I’ve got
some ideas about how we can grow and share our
experiences, and if you have some ideas, too, I would
love to hear them.” She is also a wife to Dave, as well as
a mother and grandmother. Sherry, as is true of Judy
who is introduced next, embodies what an active,
faithful and productive retirement dedicated to God
looks like.

Assistant to Minister of
Youth, Adult, and
Servanthood Programs
(start date July 1)
Judy’s background has
included prior service in
Presbyterian churches as a Christian educator. She has
also served as a church bookkeeper. With husband
Wendell (now in the church triumphant), she ran their
resort business in Minnesota. Since the beginning of
2016, Judy has served as Interim Director of Equipping
Ministry and will continue serving as a 1/4 time Youth,
Adult and Mission Assistant with focus on adult faith
formation. She has been a member of FPC since 2003
and has served in a variety of ways. Judy is a teacher at
heart, which is why after 5 years of retirement she felt
called to work with children, youth and adults in the
area of faith formation. She loves to travel, especially
with her children Brien and Cara and their families. She
is the proud grandmother of 6 granddaughters. In her
free time you will often find her reading a book or
playing word games on her iPad. She says this: “My
calling is to empower people to live out their faith in
the world.”

We hope you concur that God has responded to our aspiration to seek first the realm of God and God’s
righteousness (Matthew 6:23) by sending us these four wonderful women. We look forward to their passionate
ministry with us as servant-leaders and companions on our journey of justice, mercy and faith.
Also, please keep the church in prayer as we continue our search for our ¼-time Assistant to Minister of Worship,
Music and Children’s Programs!
In God’s Peace,
Dan Thedens, Chairperson, Administration and Personnel Ministry

KICK-OFF SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
We will kick of the fall schedule at FPC on Sept. 11th. Watch and
listen for more information about special programming for that day!
8:00 a.m.
Worship and Communion
9:15 a.m.
Christian Education for all ages
10:30 a.m.
Worship

Page 3

First Presbyterian Church

July 15—August 15, 2016

Mr. Henri Harper Thanks First Church for Its Support
I want to thank each of you for First Church’s
support (via the Mission Committee and
Endowment) of the KoNec-Fas / Trac Civil
Rights and Historical Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU) tour on June 4-12, most
recently administered by New Creations
International Church. Being my last trip, I can
say that out of the eight tours, this was the
best yet. I want to share a little information
about these tours, which hopefully will be
meaningful to you.
Our tours started in 2007 to get students I
worked with to change their mindsets about
college or vocational training. At the time,
black students at City High believed that the
Civil Rights movement was only about Black
people. After discussion, I decided to take
students where they could understand from
others how they are responsible for their own Our tour group at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, AL.
education. They came to appreciate that a lot In 1954, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., began his first full-time
pastorship here.
of individuals from ALL back grounds were
part of the Civil Rights movement after talking
to black professors and students at HBCU schools.
Alabama State University. Because of FasTrac, I
There were no more excuses. With this change in
respect my parents, leaders, teachers, authority,
thinking, students were able to come back to Iowa
family and friends. Because of FasTrac, I am an asset
and be respectful of their teachers and commit to
to the community and not a liability.
change. NOW, they believed. Accountability and
responsibility were the keys.
Student M., graduating with a master’s degree in
December 2016, noted: My GPA went up and I
These eight tours have involved over 400 youth,
graduated from City High with a 3.7 G.P.A. I excelled in
parents and community members.
track. I was successful in it because Henri pushed me,
and because he pushed me to push myself. I did go to
To date, we’ve had 10 HBCU graduates, numerous
college, I earned a B.S. from the University of Iowa, I
Iowa college grads, and many individuals involved
with vocational training and military service. Our most continued with track, and I went pretty far with it. I
came within 3 feet of making the U.S. team and I
recent tour included 42 individuals who visited civil
haven’t given up. Henri was a big part of that. I’m
right sites (e.g., the Slave Haven Underground
coaching track now at Alabama and I’m aiming for the
Railroad Museum, National Civil Rights Museum,
Bethel Baptist Church, Edmund Pettus Bridge, Martin 2016 Olympic games in Rio. I’m now in a Masters
Luther King Church, Southern Law Center and the King Program at the University of Alabama working
towards my PsyD in Clinical Psychology.
Center) and educational institutions (Tuskegee
Institute, Alabama State University, Morehouse and
Thanks for believing in this initiative, which has had a
Spelman colleges, and Georgia State University).
positive impact on students and families in our
To personalize our success, here are comments from community. Henri Harper.
a couple of recent student participants:
Student S. is graduating December, 2016. She was in
BD classes and wanted to attend a four-year college,
with the support of her mother we took her out of BD
classes in her sophomore year. She shared: If it wasn’t
for FasTrac, I would be strung out on drugs. If it wasn’t
for FasTrac, I would be a failure walking in defeat. If it
wasn’t for FasTrac, I wouldn’t have a strong desire for
education. If it wasn’t for FasTrac, I would be on
probation and on my way to jail. But because of
FasTrac, I am holding a 3.2 G.P.A. and on my way to
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by August 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiwoacity.org. Thank you!

August 1-15

July 15-30
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/19
7/21
7/21
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/24

Erica Dodge
Debbie Beermann
Esther Viksten
Frank Roberts
Rachel Edwards
John Morgan
Valerie Soemadi
Kayla Martin
Sarah Swisher
Gloria Mutula
Glory Mutula
Angel Tuliza
Joe Zajicek

7/25
7/25
7/25
7/25
7/27
7/28
7/29
7/30
7/30

Peggy Bykowsky
Courtney Hurt
Dwight Miller
Rachel Miller
Kitty Forsythe
Joseph Dunkle
Wayne Patton
Brenda Dodge
Connie Richardson

8/1
8/1
8/1
8/1
8/5
8/6
8/6
8/7
8/7
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/11
8/12

Rhonda Barr
Janet Cochran
Anne Dengler
Aaron Miller
Nick Thedens
Rose Kraus
Sally Rickey
Margaret Ketterer
Louise Larew
Dick Feddersen
Nancy Powers
Emilia Thedens
Jan Wicks
Cedric Lee
Thomas Boysen

8/12
8/12
8/14
8/14
8/15

Estyl Breazeale
Nile Franz
Shay Raffensperger
Judy Terry
Gary Olson

Con g rat ulat ions !
Volunteer Services at University Hospital and
Clinics recently celebrated individuals for
reaching milestones in their service. Ann Burton
was honored for her contribution of 1,000,
volunteer hours of service. Congratulations Ann!

Randy Howe, Herb Wilson, Jean
James, Herb Neubauer, and Sheri
Cole.

Matthew Weber and Jennifer Wolford were
married July 3, 2016, in Kansas City. Matt is the
son of Steve and Nancy Weber.

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
Mark your calendar to join us
at Legacy from 9 — 11 a.m.
on Saturday, Aug 13
(We will resume meeting
weekly September 10)

More info: Tammy Schroeder 351-2660
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FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT AND YOU
(i.e. All of Us at First Presbyterian Church)
It may not be news to you that
President Obama instructed the
Department of Labor to develop
tighter and higher standards for
determining who is and who is not
exempt from overtime regulations.
These new standards fall into place
December 1 of this year. By
definition, churches must obey the
law. Yet over the years, the church
has argued up through the Supreme
Court that not all regulations should
apply to the church. The church has
won some and lost some.

and generally join in a variety of
church activities. Sometimes they do
so as part of their position
descriptions and often they do so for
the sheer love of Christ and their
friends.

What makes this an easy decision,
from my perspective, is that we
have a spectacular staff that
deserves our generosity.

Session is continuing to explore the
implications of the change in
We are blessed: Our staff persons
regulations in the next few months.
perceive themselves as an extension If the staff paradigm arising from
of Christ’s own ministry through
congregational and community
First Presbyterian Church. It is a role input remains our core commitment
they have taken to like ducks to
— which I believe personally it
water.
should be, as an exciting pro-growth
strategy — new federal regulations
Unfortunately, all this is about to
will mean increasing staff costs in
change. If these employees don’t
To be more specific:
2017. This implication will figure
make $47,476 a year, the federal
prominently in our stewardship
On the one hand, our congregation government, as of December 1, will
campaign held at the end of this
as an organization has no worries.
start counting both their
year.
We do not do $500,000 in sales
employment and their volunteer
(contributions don’t count).
hours associated with church as
Please keep in mind that even if the
employment hours. This means that choice is to try to keep salaries
On the other hand . . . when it
in the course of a week our fulltime where they are, dampening staff
comes to individual employees,
employees may well “work” more
participation in church events and
things get far more complex. We
than forty hours due to their church limiting the freedom they have
have wonderful administrative fullmembership.
enjoyed as exempt employees, we
time personnel who normally would
would still have to increase our
be non-exempt, i.e. they would be
If we want our employees to
personnel budget considerably to
confined to working no more than
function with the same
manage and prepare for overtime
40 hours per week unless paid a
responsibilities and freedoms that
expense, both intentional and
federally mandated minimum
they enjoy now, however, we must
accidental.
annual salary. Yet we have paid
pay them significantly more than we
them above this mandated amount pay them now according to the new I can say with pride that by God’s
for years so that they could be
Federal mandates. Either we will pay grace and session and staff
exempt from punching a clock
them extra salary
leadership, we have balanced the
whenever they went home to tend a
budget the past eight years.
sick child or ran a personal errand or  As overtime, or
Furthermore, were it not for federal
 As the professional,
comforted each other in sorrow.
regulations changing with little
administrative minimum of
When they have worked over 40
warning, in 2017 we would be living
$47,476 a year.
hours, because they are exempt
within the cost of staff
from the federal mandates, they
commensurate with years 2015 and
Considering the nightmare of
have been allowed to take more
2016. To be clear, our staff deserves
bookkeeping and tracking that
hours off the following week to
higher pay. Up to the present,
clocking overtime involves when
balance out their time.
however, congregational giving has
staff members are church members not allowed it. This may all change
Furthermore, these hard-working
(as well as the expense of these
by federal mandate in 2017. Let us
persons are also church members
tracking activities), along with the
all pray for our congregation, our
who attend worship, go to Bible
cost of paying for overtime hours, it staff, our government, and our own
studies, lead devotions, attend
is estimated that we are better off
personal giving.
mission trips, visit in hospitals,
paying our full-time staff $47,476
receive member phone calls and
and continuing to operate as we are
texts at home, attend celebrations, now.
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Water All Around the World
During the week of June 13 – 17 at VBS
we traveled to Honduras, Cuba,
Mexico, Haiti and Ghana. Twenty-two
children 4 years of age to 6th grade
joined us on our travels through
Mission Storytelling, Bible Storytelling,
Recreation, Music, Crafts, Snacks as
well as Opening and Closing
Reflections. Did you know that in most
of these countries the average family of four uses 5
gallons of water daily, while in the USA we use 400
gallons for a family of four? We talked about how we
can conserve water in our daily lives as well as learning
about “Living Waters for the World” and how they
install water purification systems in these countries so
they can have healthy water. We sent a donation of

$215 to “Living Waters for the World” as a
result of the daily offerings and additional
gifts in honor and gratitude for the 25 VBS
volunteers. A special thank you to all the
volunteers and staff who helped with VBS:
Darlene Bergman, Leah Bergman, Michelle
Bessman, Sarah Bigaba, Liz Bolin, Lily Chong,
Joan Decker, Lauren Fehr, Brent Foster,
Gerald Hill, Courtney Hurt, Amy Johnston,
Jordan LaFauce, Mary Linn, Alex Marsh, DJ Massey,
Sam Massey, Brian Morris, Rebecca Nyangufi, Logan
Schroeder, Tammy Schroeder, Rebecca Stockman, Judy
Terry, Maeleen Thorius, Audrey Van Roekel, Mia
Thedens, Deb Torrens-Semler, Gabi Wadsworth,
Chitoka Webb, and Judy Whitford.

Summer 2016 Youth Mission
Trip to Rosebud, SD
On Sunday, June 19 the 15-passenger
van carrying 10 youth and 2 adult
sponsors left Iowa City at 6:30 a.m.
They were heading to Mission, SD for
this year’s mission trip at Rosebud
Indian reservation. They conducted a
Kid’s Club program and led a Reading
Program as well as being involved with
worship and activities led by
Youthworks. It was an eye-opening,
life-changing experience.
The following youth went on the trip:
Brent Foster, Josh Fletcher, Andrew
Franz, Savannah Haneline, Jordan LaFauce, DJ Massey, Cole Nicholson, Rebecca Nyangufi, Logan Schroeder, and
Gabi Wadsworth. Jim Claypool and Amy Fletcher went as adult sponsors. A special thank you to each of you for
taking a week for service beyond our church.
Here are some comments from those who went on the trip:
“The trip was very educational and I got more attached to the people since we had almost a week to get to know
the kids! I had the opportunity to learn and explore new cultures.”
“My week on Rosebud Indian Reservation was very special. It truly opened my eyes to what God has in store for
me. It was amazing to see the differences that were made in four days. I would definitely go back either with the
youth group or just on my own.”
“I had no idea how bad the poverty was going to be.”
“I feel like we really made a difference by being the first group to do Kid’s Club and setting a tone for the
summer.”
“I was really proud of how our youth handled a difficult situation.”
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I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
-Isaiah 43:19
You might not perceive it yet, but lots of new and exciting things are in the works at FPC for the fall! The staff,
including several new staff members, are hard at work planning programming for the upcoming school year.
Keep your ears and eyes open for announcements and mailings about schedules and programs starting up this
fall! And be sure to check the FPC website for more information and updates!

Children and Families
Have you heard the word “exciting” floating around the walls of FPC this
summer? The children and family programming is a part of that
excitement! There are new things in the works for you all but we’re not
quite ready to share them. We promise to let you know what we’ve
worked out as soon as we’re ready.

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
-Romans 8:25

Music Opportunities Abound
Perhaps you once played percussion or clarinet or trumpet in your H.S. marching band or sang in your glee club.
Did you know that there are many opportunities for you to use those gifts here at FPC? You could join the
handbell choir, or an instrumental ensemble, or the drumming group, or the Sanctuary Choir. It’s never too late
to renew an old passion for music. All levels of ability are welcome in any of our ensembles; the only requirement
is a love of music. If you have questions, contact Leah Bergman at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or call the
church office at 319-351-2660.

What :
Where:
When:
Who:

Sanctuary Choir potluck and rehearsal
Fellowship Hall and FPC choir room
August 31, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Those who love to sing!

On Wednesday, Aug. 31, the Sanctuary Choir will gather for a fall kick-off potluck meal and rehearsal. The
potluck will begin at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, then we’ll rehearse from 7:00-9:00 p.m. The choir is a funloving, spirit-filled group of people that welcomes new members. Be our guest at this first choir potluck and
rehearsal and see if this is the small group for you! Some of our singers will not be able to return, so we
especially welcome new members this fall. Come share in a meal and song and get to know the new choir
director, Leah Bergman! Rehearsals are each Wednesday at 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the choir room. For more
information, contact Leah Bergman at 351-2660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or just come to the
choir rehearsal room any Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.
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Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.
Worship God with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing. –Psalm 100
Rehearsals for instrumental groups at FPC will begin on
Sunday and Monday, September 11
and 12 in the Choir Room. The
brass ensemble meets on Sundays
following the later worship service
(about 11:30 a.m.), and the
woodwind ensemble on Mondays
at 7:30 p.m. There are also times
when both groups combine (often with additional strings) to
form Churchestra, which meets on occasional Sundays at 11:40
a.m.
These groups are largely made up of adult musicians who once
played in a school ensemble, pulled their instrument from the
attic, dusted it off and renewed their relationship with a much
loved old friend. Perhaps you’d like to do the same. The groups
are also open to high school students. No audition necessary!
For more information, please contact Dennis Pedde at 319-5414693 or trp.teacher@gmail.com.

If you are interested in ringing in worship,
consider joining the handbell ensemble
JuBELLation! This is a group full of supportive
and loving people who love to ring! They
welcome anyone who wants to help lead
worship through music. We were very sad to say
goodbye to EdnaMae Fisher as she retired from
her duties at FPC. Stay tuned for information
about rehearsals for the fall for this important
ministry of music! Contact Leah Bergmanat 3512660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org if
you are interested or want more information.

Mission Possible Success!

Our inaugural FPC “trunk” sale, held on June 3 and 4, was a success . . . in many ways. The first success belongs to the
congregation for pitching in with a range of exciting sale items and for their time staffing the parking lot. The next success
was in having the opportunity to meet friends and neighbors at the sale. Of course, we are very excited about the $2,000
raised for mission, but the event also helped other agencies in Iowa City. Habitat Restore sent a truck to collect the
leftover furniture, art work, yard tools and other items they can sell. These donations will help the local chapter of Habitat
for Humanity. Goodwill Industries received a van and carload, including the computers and peripherals. The computers
are wiped and re-sold or broken down into components for recycling in collaboration with Dell computers. Peripherals
receive the same treatment. If you have an old computer, consider donating it to Goodwill for proper disposal or reuse.
Finally Drop In, a mission resale shop located in the newly named Iowa City Marketplace, picked up glassware and other
remaining items for re-sale.
The success of this weekend event reached many corners of the community and will continue on into our mission work.
Hopefully we will be up for doing this again next year.
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June Session Highlights
-submitted by Nancy Weber, Clerk of Session
The session met June 21, 2016 in
Coover Lounge at 7:00 p.m. Pastor
Sam called the meeting to order
and lit the Christ candle. Elder Bob
Youngquist spoke about the
importance of silence in our lives
and in spirituality. He read from
Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that
I am God”—and talked about the
labyrinth as a sacred space, with its
three stages of releasing, receiving,
and resolving.
Tarrell Portman’s request to
transfer membership to the
Methodist church in Winona, MN
was accepted.
A note from Becky Ross
representing the local chapter of
100 Grannies was read thanking FPC
for allowing them to use fellowship
hall for their Arrestable Non-Violent
Direct Action Training. They
included a donation of $50 to the
church.
The financial report, presented by
Elder Dale Kraus, was received.
Minutes of the May 17, 2016 stated
session meeting, and minutes of the
May 22, and May 31, 2016 special
session meetings were approved.
An Endowment report, giving its
concurrence with session’s request
for contributions of $5,000 each
($10,000 total) to employment
moving packages for Leah Bergman
and Anna Sheetz was approved.
Session approved by email the
Endowment committee’s request
for an additional $1,500 of
endowment funds to be used for
Darlene's retirement celebration.
Session approved by email the
disbursement of $700 from the
Burianek fund to complete the
financial support of the Civil Rights
— Historical Black Colleges &
Universities tour being conducted
by KoNec / FasTrac on June 4-12,
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under the supervision of New
Creations International Church.
Pastor Sam reported doing some
hospital and nursing home calling.
He has put in considerable time
communicating with Justin
Nienhaus from Walsh and
Associates, working on long-range
planning (including attending
community events for more
information on topics such as
affordable housing and food
security), re-working the personnel
policy manual (now with
Administration & Personnel
committee), and trying to get a clear
answer on new FLSA wage and
overtime rules that will begin
December 1, 2016. Concerning this
last issue, Pastor Sam supports
raising salaries to the $47,476
minimum annual level for full-time
employment, as of December 1,
2016, as the best way to handle the
change in federal mandates and
maintain present and future staffing
at optimal effectiveness. Discussion
ensued, in which concern for where
the money is going to come from
was voiced. What is it we are going
to cut? Can we raise enough
through pledges? The opinion was
also stated that staff deserves to
have the increases. Perhaps we can
show some creativity in raising
money.
A motion was approved asking the
Stated Clerk, working with Elder
Bob Youngquist, to identify
contributing persons to the
Ednamae Fisher and Darlene
Bergman celebrations, and to
express session’s gratitude to them.

motion charging ministries to report
their progress on the 2016 longrange planning for the August 16,
2016 session meeting was
approved.
Four motions from the Endowment
committee were approved:
1. Taylor Mayne will be funded
retroactively for August 26,
2015 to May 22, 2016; Emily
Guthe will be funded
retroactively January 12, 2016
to June 12, 2016; and Taylor
will be hired to take Emily’s
position September through
December 2016. The total
amount to be set aside from
previously accrued funds is
$6,000.
2. $4,500 will go to funding the
new pulpit. (The total cost is
$7,500; $3,000 is from Wendell
Whitford Fund memorial.)
3. $6,500 will go to funding
automatic front doors for the
church building.
4. $1,000 will go to fund a
translator for the joint Holy
Jerusalem/FPC guiding board
(Servanthood Ministry).
A motion was approved to accept
the Walsh and Associates Feasibility
Study report.
Capital Funds Campaign task force
member Elder Ken Fisher presented
the items below for priority ranking
by session members.

Pastor Sam led session in a prayer
for guidance before they completed
the rankings. Session was counseled
Elder Carol Ulch gave an update on that the use of technology to help
progress of the long-range planning persons with disabilities to worship
– a consistent request among
process, and a call for a special
several older members — is very
officer corps meeting, including
different than putting in a huge
session, deacons, and staff, on
Tuesday, July 12, 7 p.m. to address cross-covering screen and doing
contemporary worship. There will
recommendations was made. A
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be no contemporary worship. We are striving to care for
persons who are experiencing disabilities that are
interfering with their worship life and congregational
experience.
Session ranking (highest to lowest priority):
1. Restore the Phelps Organ
2. Rebuild the parking lots/lighting
3. Replace the boiler
4. Upgrade technology in Ryerson Fellowship Hall and
in the Sanctuary
5. Make improvements to the air handling system
6. Install an elevator
7. Modernize the kitchen
8. Provide additional movable chairs in the Sanctuary
There was a question about the absent four session
members not being able to give their rankings.
A motion to accept this ranking and move forward was
approved, with one nay vote cast by Elder Ed Cranston.
A motion from the Capital Funds Campaign task force to
set the target amount at $1.15 million was approved.

A motion from Worship & Celebration to re-purpose
elements of the current Old Brick pulpit was approved.
Elder Judy Whitford told session that this was her last
meeting as she is joining the staff as a part-time assistant
to new staff person Anna Sheetz. Judy’s focus will be on
adult education. Judy reported that they had a small group
for Vacation Bible School, 28 volunteers for 20 kids, but
things ran smoothly, and it was a great, meaningful week.
Since it was such a small group, it was quite an
opportunity to reach them. She reported that the youth
who worked with VBS that week were choosing to do a
VBS-type program up in S. Dakota on their mission trip.
She also spoke about the Covenant Bible study. Pastor
Sam thanked her for her ministry, dedication and service.
Elder John Barr presented the following motion:
Servanthood Ministry has identified where the 10% for
mission in the Capital Funds Campaign would go: The
recommendation is for 5% to Pasrur and 5% to Iowa Valley
Habitat’s next interfaith build. This motion was approved.
A motion adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns,
followed by prayer, was approved. Elder Ann Grosscup
closed the meeting with prayer.
The next session meeting will be held August 16, 2016, at
7 p.m., in Coover Lounge.

A motion from the Capital Funds Campaign task force to
not do the pace-setting part of the campaign was
approved.

Support Summer Camp at an
Autumn Fellowship Event
On Sunday morning, October 9, the Presbyterian
Women will be serving lunch immediately following
the 10:30 worship service. We will be raising funds
for our Camp Wyoming scholarship program and
celebrating the bounty of the fall harvest. All food
will be prepared by PW, with a menu planned
around the produce available in the local farmers’
markets in October. Free-will donations will be
accepted to support the scholarships. The “green
team” will be very happy if you choose to bring your
own table service.
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Grace and Gratitude
It is by God’s grace that I’ve known 18 years of ministry here—many good years of listening for:
the Spirit’s nudge
God’s direction through the Word and the words of those around me
opportunities to love, to bless, to give, to sing, to smile,
to celebrate moments of peace, hope and joy
to serve.
I’m grateful for:
the call
your many kindnesses
encouragement and affirmation
your care, your prayers
your gifts both tangible and intangible
the blessing called friendship
moments, days, weeks, years made fuller by the music, the song, the Singer
liturgy (the work of the people) woven of love, wisdom, and power.
My ministry with you here at FPC has offered divine gifts, peace and joy. I’ve been blessed to work in the midst
of the great congregation, to call you friends, to be strengthened by your faith. In addition to your many gifts
throughout the years, you’ve now showered me with so much more. You surprised me with a delicious meal,
generous words that I will treasure, tangible unexpected gifts that I’m stunned by, and finally a remarkable
hymn setting commissioned by good friend and composer David Cherwien. Thank you to the committee who
planned this astonishing celebration, to all who helped execute it, and to everyone who participated in the
lovely gift-giving.
I’m grateful that I was granted the opportunity to do work that has brought joy to my life and to others. Each
day has been a blessing, a dance in the graceful tune of life and worship. May God’s grace continue to be with
you all.
Soli Deo Gloria, Darlene Bergman
It seems appropriate that I leave you with a short final blessing by one of my favorite poets, Ann Weems.
Faces and words and glimpses of souls . . .
One by one we come
We are many,
and then one.
Precious faces,
tender words,
sweet glimpses of souls . . .
Just being here among you is a joy!
Unending thank-yous
rise within me
for these beloved ones
within your Church, O God.
Blessed be their lives!
Blessed be their song!
Blessed be your Church! Amen

FPC Book Club Invites You to
Join Us
The book club will meet on August 31 from Noon
to 1 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall. Americanah
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, is about love, race,
and identity. Fearless, gripping, spanning three
continents and numerous lives, the book is set
today in a globalized world.
George Minot will lead the
discussion. Bring your lunch.
Refreshments will be
provided.
All are welcome. For more
information, contact Jan
Walker at 358-6737
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FPC Commissions New Memorial Pulpit on July 10, 2016
A new pulpit, commissioned on July 10, was originally conceived of
as a memorial gift for Wendell Whitford with matching funds from
other memorial moneys. The new design was created by Erich
Thompson, liturgical woodworker, and intended to link the artistic
design of the Old Brick communion table with the newer design of
our Rochester Ave. cross and font.
Side note: Rev. Jack Zerwas was the pastor here when the
congregation moved to Rochester Ave. from Old Brick. His son,
Steve, lives in North Carolina and coincidentally belongs to a
woodworking group that meets at Erich Thompson’s workshop.
Steve has enjoyed watching this new pulpit design come to reality
for a church that holds many memories for him.
The Old Brick pulpit is beyond repair, but thanks to Dale Kraus it will
be dismantled and salvageable pieces will be repurposed as a lectern
and possibly also a picture frame for our historic Old Brick painting.
We give thanks for the many years the Old Brick pulpit has served as
the place where the Word has been read and proclaimed, witnessing
to God’s self-revelation. As we dedicate our new pulpit, we
remember Wendell Whitford’s Christian witness and pray that the
Word will continue to be central to our faith and life here at FPC.
Through its proclamation may we continue to be faithful witnesses in
our world.

to Becky Ross and Sue Dallam, who have created our liturgical banners
for many years. They are retiring from this volunteer position to focus on
other interests. We are grateful for the many beautiful banners they have
created to enhance our worship experience. Laurie Thedens has
volunteered to continue to maintain the banner collection and create new
banners as needed. She welcomes others to join this liturgical space team.
If you’re interested, please contact leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org.
Also, we thank Jan Walker for the many years that she has volunteered as our choral music librarian. Jan, too,
has chosen to retire from this volunteer position. We are grateful for her years of commitment to organizing
the church’s music collection, stuffing choir folders, sorting and putting music away, etc. She has been a right
hand, and sometimes also left, assisting Darlene Bergman for many years and we are grateful for her service.
We thank Ann Burton for her willingness to assume this volunteer position for the upcoming year.

Organ refurbishment began July 6
In September 2015 our session gave approval to embark on a capital campaign to
refurbish the Phelps Organ. The estimated cost is approximately $100,000 to
refurbish an instrument valued at over 1 million dollars. For many years, we have
been making repairs that are symptoms of underlying problems that need to be
addressed. Making these needed big picture repairs will ensure the organ’s
reliability for many years to come and save costly repeated repairs. The work on
the organ will begin on July 6 and will take several months to complete. The organ
will be dismantled and, in addition to on-site work, many pipes and parts will be
sent to the Casavant Company in Canada for repair. The goal is to have the organ
ready for worship leadership by Advent 2016. During the interim, worship will be
led by piano, and we will strive to give you timely updates.
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Great News for the Pasrur School
Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance. — Samuel Johnson
The squatters have been legally removed from the Pasrur School Campus. For 12 years, PEB (Presbyterian Education
Board) has been trying to legally remove a squatter living on the Pasrur School Campus. The squatter had also moved in
her family and her sister and brother’s family (a total 13 people).
For 12 years, the PEB Board has tried to get these buildings vacated through the church leadership but in vain. Finally,
PEB has won the battle on behalf of the PC (USA) in all the cases.
May 22, 2016 will be marked as a historic day, a day when God rewarded our patience. PEB was able to get back the
possession of all the staff quarters and the principal’s house through the support of the High Court bailiff and local police
department. This is a story of patience, perseverance, persistence and prayers.
We know patience is a bitter journey, but its fruit is sweet and rewarding. The principal’s house will be renovated so that
we can address the growing school population. The current school has nearly 400 girls and 210 boys. Initially, the rooms
vacated will be used for educating boys separately.
Congratulations to Presbyterian Church (USA) and to the PEB team, who worked day and night to promote education at
the Pasrur School. Their perseverance has been rewarded, and many, many students will benefit.
Peace and Prayers
Veda Shaheen Gill, Executive Director
Presbyterian Education Board

Stuffed Animals
Thank you for donating so many stuffed animals for
the girls at the Pasrur Boarding House. Marg
McNamara graciously made a large donation of
beanie babies and said she would help with
shipping.
What a cheerful windfall for us and our students at
Pasrur!
Veda said she will take them to Pakistan when she
comes to visit us. The girls will be delighted! Thank
you all so much!
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Congratulations to Ken Fisher!
The Corridor Business Journal has named Ken Fisher, FPC elder and UI Hospitals and
Clinics Chief Financial Officer, financial executive of the year. This recognition goes
to CFOs depending on their context for service: government, small not-for-profits,
public companies, education, and large not-for-profits. Ken was named the financial
executive of the year for large not-for-profit organizations for the Cedar Rapids/
Johnson County area. Ken’s acceptance speech is below.
He is also being named as one of 150 CFOs to know in the Healthcare world. More
than 5,000 CFOs are in his peer group.
Way to go, Ken! We are so very proud of you!
Lessons learned from the trenches:




















Know the industry that you choose to work in and be passionate about it.
In the healthcare industry, the CFO is not the operator even though I have about 850 people reporting to me,
which is about 7% of the workforce for UI Health Care.
Hire a team of people better than you and get out of their way.
Encourage people to do their best.
Hold people accountable for their actions.
Counsel behind closed doors.
Laugh at your mistakes.
Admit you are not perfect.
Financial statement are not the end result, operations are.
Make sure that the operators have useful financial data timely and help them understand how to read and
use that data to run the business.
Financial statements for audit purposes are not useful to run the business.
Plan for the future.
Manage cash actively.
Don’t forget your family, give them time and opportunities to see the world.
Take time off on a regular basis to restore your soul.
Become involved in the greater community – your church, music, sports.
Appreciate art: After all, without art what is there of worth to work for?
Give of your personal resources to the things that are important for you: church, music, art, education.
Work for social justice for all people.
Thank everyone who helped you along the way.

Rummage in the Ramp celebrates 10 years
Rummage in the Ramp is an annual Iowa City-sponsored effort that began in 2007 in
order to keep tons of reusable items out of the landfill and get the items to those who
need them when the lease changeover occurs annually at the end of July. Environmental
and human services non-profit groups provide the labor and split the profits. Donations
are tax-deductible and most items are priced at $1, $5, $10 and $20.
In the first nine years of Rummage in the Ramp, residents have diverted over 210 tons of
furniture, housewares, clothes, books and so much more from the landfill. Over 1,690
people have volunteered their time to make each year successful; the volunteer groups
have split the $136,000 in proceeds over that time.
Don’t miss this opportunity to donate items you no longer need and to shop for treasures that you’ll enjoy. You
may shop and/or donate during all hours of the event. However, if you need your donations picked up, please
call 319-887-6160 AFTER MID-JULY to schedule a pickup.
Where: Chauncey Swan Parking Ramp, downtown Iowa City,
When: 4-8 p.m. on Saturday, July 23, and 12 noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday, July 24, to Wednesday, August 3.
Stop by often.
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Summer Public Office Hours:

First Presbyterian Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m. and are
directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a day for shared food,
fellowship, and team building, so the actual time varies according to the needs of the
church. At other times we may be on another line or in another part of the building
addressing a ministry need. We will return your call!
And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an answer to prayer.
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