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MISSION Possible TRUNK SALE
Fri. June 3, 6 – 9pm & Sat. June 4, 8 – 2pm

FPC lower level parking lost
Have you been collecting a lot of “stuff?” Do you have an
old chair, desk, a bunch of candleholders from your longago wedding, dishes, artwork that you can’t bear to
hang, toys, puzzles, books, tools you have used once or
twice making a birdhouse? Great! We want to see it all,
including the birdhouse, at our FIRST ANNUAL FPC
TRUNK SALE.
Here’s how it works. Load up your car trunk (and inside
the car, too) with all your “stuff” and pull into the lower
level parking lot of the church, open the trunk and begin
selling your treasurers to a host of people who love a
good bargain. Bring a table for extras and a lawn chair,
but be prepared to sell them, too.

Have a precious item that you would be willing to sell as
a sign of your stewardship? Please provide at least one!

Sign up and learn more in Ryerson Fellowship Hall on
Sundays to be part of this fun adventure. There will be a
list of good things to sell and some not. Anything unsold
that day will be taken to Restore, Goodwill, Housewares,
etc. Oh, and for your taxes, you will get a receipt for your
You get to sell your own things, meet lots of people, chat
donations.
with other FPC members, and drive home knowing you
have contributed to the many mission projects our
LOOK FOR THE POSTERS AND FLYERS ADVERTISING THIS
church supports.
UNIQUE SALE.
Don’t think you have enough stuff? Team up with one or Questions? Richard Van Rheeden, 319-621-4280 or
two others and take turns selling. Have something too
le303@yahoo.com
big to load? We will have volunteers willing to pick it up.
Judy Terry,319-499-8168 or judyaterry@gmail.com

W

e are pleased to welcome to our
FPC staff some familiar faces
moving into more official roles.
Judy Whitford, who is currently our Interim
Director of Equipping, has agreed to
continue serving FPC after July 1 as our
Assistant to Minister, Youth and
Servanthood programs (specifically,
providing coordination to our adult
education program). She has been leading
our recent and well-received Covenant Bible study groups, and we are
happy she will carry on creating and supporting great adult programs
going forward. Reverend Sherry Lohman will take up the position of
Care Associate. She will provide leadership from the pulpit primarily
during Pastor Sam's vacation and study leave time and help with
pastoral care and spiritual formation throughout the year. Reverend
Lohman has supported these areas informally for the past few years,
and we are glad to more formally recognize her ministry at to FPC.
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!

oddest for me, the most exotic, is the future. This month's
newsletter gives us some mileposts along the way toward
Son Will and I just arrived at the University of Chicago in a
our own congregation’s horizon. You will hear updates
solid rain. We enjoyed a stuffed pizza at Giordano’s and
about staff searches, the capital funds campaign, and longgrabbed some chocolate at a local Walgreens. For the last
range planning. As early as next fall we will begin to see
hour we have been sitting in a Chicago dorm room watching
glimpses of what God has in mind for us. Oh, the places we
An Idiot Abroad on SKY TV. The premise of the show goes
will go!
like this: A British man who hates traveling is sent around
the world to experience life. He spends his time complaining I hope that in contrast to An Idiot Abroad, we will enjoy the
and showing little interest in the fascinating sites and
journey along the way, make an effort to make new friends,
people he is visiting. To give an example, in China he
and appreciate what is interesting even if not customary.
compares the Great Wall of China to a superhighway back
Let’s have fun and laugh a lot, even when the weather is
home (he decides the latter is more useful) and is disgusted lousy and the food doesn’t look so scrumptious.
by the diet of the southern Chinese. He prefer chicken over
With love,
toad! Poor dear, he would probably even find Chicago alien!
Your Pastor, Sam
Of all the places I have traveled — China, Pakistan, Israel/
Palestine, Ireland and Wall Drug, SD — the place that is

E

xciting times are coming to First Presbyterian Church!
We have begun the process of identifying a number of capital
needs for our church to help us better serve the Iowa City area
as a Reformed voice in in eastern Iowa. We are in a quiet phase of a
capital campaign right now in that we are talking with many members
and most committees of the church about the needs. This fall we will
be opening a full-scale capital campaign to all members of the church.
This campaign will be a significant reach for the church and we believe
will address many of the capital needs of the building. Help us by
praying for the leadership of the committee and then the actual
campaign. Most of all please consider over the summer how you and
your family will be able to help financially address these needs over
the next three years. God needs all of us!

Deacons Bench ~ Be a Buddy!
The Caring Ministry Team is supported by the Board of
Deacons. One of the programs under the Caring Ministry
Team is the Care Buddy program. The purpose of the
Care Buddy program is to provide friendship, prayer and
the human touch to those who are struggling with illness,
loneliness, loss and grief. There are many among us who
face these life struggles without any support. The gift of
time is what they need. We do meet as a group about
twice a year to share how we are doing.
One of the most important aspects of this ministry is our
pledge to confidentiality. We believe our Care Buddy
relationship is sacred and protected. Someone might ask
about another person at church, for example, and our
response is usually, “Why don’t you give them a call? I
know they would love to hear from you.” We are not in
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church talking about our relationships!
We do not replace pastoral visits! But
we do help people realize they have
not been forgotten by their FPC
friends. We hope you will consider
donating your time to this program.
Furthermore, we need volunteers. We can meet with you and
describe the program in more detail and even make visits with
you. One of the most revealing aspects of this program is the
statement made repeatedly by our volunteers: “I get more
out of it than they do.” The Care Buddy program can be a
valuable component of your faith journey. If you are
interested or just want more information, contact Rhonda
Barr, Chairperson, Board of Deacons, or Maeleen Thorius,
Deacon, 319-622-3074.

First Presbyterian Church
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Servanthood Ministry
Special June 19Offering for the 2016 Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build
On Sunday, June 19, First Church will be accepting a Special Offering to benefit Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity’s
2016 Interfaith Build. We will join with other local faith organizations to complete a home in the 800 block of 7th
Avenue, Iowa City.

The groundbreaking ceremony took place on April 10. Pre-building (decking over the basement) will occur on
May 13-14. Wall building and raising will start May 21, and continue on Thurs./Fri./Sat. for a month.
Subcontractors will start their work in mid-June and volunteers will be needed again in mid-July. The ultimate
goal is to dedicate this home by August.
Stop by the Habitat office (2401 Scott Blvd SE, Iowa City) or call 319-337-8949 to volunteer for one of the available
four hour work shifts. This build will be the focus of our special offering on June 19.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:
Out of Chaos, Hope
Recently, the earth was badly shaken. The coast of Ecuador was
rocked by an earthquake measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale. This
came on the heels of two separate earthquakes in Japan, the first
measuring 6.2 on the scale; the second, 7.0.
As aftershocks continue to threaten, more than 500 lives have
already been lost. Thousands of other people have been injured,
and communities lie in ruins. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is working in collaboration with our partner the ACT (Action
by Churches Together) Alliance to respond to these crises,
providing support to those suffering in the aftermath. As our
immediate response takes shape, PDA is also preparing for longterm support for both Ecuador and Japan. Long after the initial
wave of relief recedes, PDA will remain to accompany the people
of Ecuador and Japan as they rebuild their lives, walking the road
out of this chaos with hope. Please consider a PDA donation via
FPC or online at https://pda.pcusa.org/
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War & Refugees:
Peace Is Possible!
On, May 5 at 7 p.m., Kathy Kelly and
Ann Wright, experienced, passionate,
awesome peace workers, will present a
lecture and Q&A session at LR1, Van
Allen Hall, 30 S. Dubuque Street.
Sponsored by Iowa Veterans for Peace
and University of Iowa Center for
Human Rights. Co-sponsored by PEACE
Iowa, Iowa United Nations Association,
100Grannies, and Iowa Physicians for
Social Responsibility. For further
information, contact
Ed Flaherty, flahertyem@q.com

May 15—July 15, 2016

Applications are now being accepted for the William B. and Sharon P.
Oglesby Scholarship at The University of Iowa – deadline is June 1.
In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The University of Iowa
Foundation to establish a scholarship for deserving UI students who are members of First
Presbyterian Church in Iowa City.
“Sharon and I have worked in education at the high school and university levels our whole lives,” William Oglesby
said, “and we believe education is the biggest factor not only in one’s financial success, but in one’s aesthetic
enjoyment of life.” Added Sharon Oglesby, “The scholarship seemed like a way to blend our lifelong commitments
to education and to the Presbyterian Church.” The Oglesby Scholarship is awarded based on need and merit.

Eligibility Criteria:
 The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa.
 The applicant must be attending The University of Iowa in 2015-16.
 The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
 Application must be made using the form available in the Church office.
 The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of


Iowa Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of Iowa Financial Aid office.
The application and all supportive documentation must be postmarked or delivered to the
Church office (2701 Rochester Ave., Iowa City, Iowa 52245) no later than June 1, 2016.

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last Friday
in June. One or more scholarships will be awarded.

Book & Bake Sale—A
Success
A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped with
the Book and Bake sale. We had helpers
during the week, people brought in books
early so we had time to get organized by
Friday, and baked goods were great as
always!
Also thanks to those who came to buy. We
had a great assortment of books this year
and many more books than last year. Friday
was packed from 3-4:30 and then we just
had a nice continuous flow of people Friday
& Saturday morning. Our results were the
second highest income, $1,678.55.
Presbyterian Women and Four Oaks Iowa
City each received $839.28.
As always, the boys and girls from the Four
Oaks Shelter came and packed up all the
leftover books & loaded boxes so by 12:15
the rooms were ready
for Gerald to clean up
for Sunday.
We could not do this
without all of the great
help.
Sharon Raffensperger,
First Pres, and Karen Werner, Four Oaks
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On behalf of our session, we are inviting you to an evening
of affirmation and celebration to be held in honor of our
retiring friend, colleague and inspiration, Darlene Bergman.
During many transitions in the life of our congregation,
Darlene has been a comforting and encouraging leader for
our worship of God. You might recall that she has also
served in our education and pastoral ministries during
various seasons. In total, Darlene has been our partner in
ministry at First Presbyterian Church for a month short of 25
years and she has served faithfully as Director of Liturgical
Arts and Music since 1998. Darlene will be leaving her
position, not leaving our church or our hearts.
It is important that we recognize the amazing love with
which a very talented Darlene has served us all. For this
reason our committee is planning a special dinner in her
honor on Saturday, June 18 at 6 p.m. in Ryerson Fellowship
Hall. A delicious meal will be served and there will be time
for everyone to express their appreciation.
In order to plan effectively, it is important that everyone
who wishes to attend RSVP to the church office by
Wednesday, June 8 with the number in attendance and
number of vegetarian meals if needed. We are hoping to
make Darlene’s send-off a glorious event!
In faith,
Celebration planning team members, Meg Ketterer,
Bob Youngquist, Millie Youngquist, Ednamae Fisher,
Sam Massey and Tammy Foster

First Presbyterian Church
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by July 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

May 15-31
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/30
5/30
5/31

Faraja Bigaba
Rebecca Passavant
Francis McConnell
Leticia Mahinga
Jim Claypool
Nancy Gardner
Phillip Grimes
Sarah Harris
Aziza Bigaba
Ila Howe
Ann Robinson
Jan Erickson
Brian Morris
Larry Pugh
Dorothy McGinnis
Clyde Seery
Brenda Bradley
Jane Cranston
Ashlyn Woodburn
Ann Feddersen

June
6/1
6/1
6/3
6/3
6/3
6/3

Chase Eckland
Nathan Goddard
Amy Fletcher
Mark Harris
Karen Hurt
Dale Kraus

July 1-15
6/04
6/05
6/06
6/07
6/07
6/08
6/09
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/19
6/20
6/20
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/27
6/28
6/30

Alice Martin
Ronald Schnack
Rebecca Bigaba
Tayler Foster
Susan Massey
Jennifer Adams
Arielle Soemadi
Lee Ann Koch
Paul Maxwell
Don Ross
Suzanne Summerwill
Randy Howe
Dale Sheets
Jocelen Hamilton
Lara Marsh
Nancy Stensvaag
Kathryn Feagins
Roxanne Gustaveson
Nancy Warren
Lydia Smith
Ruth Westfall
Sue Maccarillo
Brent Morgan
Israel Mahinga
Pete Van Gerpen
Dick Dustin
Pauline Miller
Alexandrea Christensen

7/1
7/1
7/1
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/2
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/10
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/15
7/15

Ken Fisher
Sara Miller
John-Mark Stensvaag
Mutula Kasiriba
Flint Mahinga
John Phipps
Scott Pottorff
Pat Van Gerpen
William Oglesby
Saira Steen
Janet Grimes
Rebecca Stockman
Janice Baumback
Shaun Roberts
Sunhyoung Lee
John Barr
Mary Helen Kennerly
Traci Taylor
Janice Wilson
Carolina Guerrero-Webb
John Raffensperger
Bob Youngquist
Erica Dodge
Jesse Mahinga

We are proud of Helen Sheets (married to Dale) who
was quoted in the national magazine Coping With
Cancer:
Lorna Negus, Don Kolsrud
and Sue Dallam.

We extend our
condolences to Dorothy
Hoak and her family on
the April 28 death of her
husband, John Hoak. Arrangements for his
memorial service at First Presbyterian are in
place for a June 11 service.
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Worship & Celebration Ministry

Th a n k Yo u A r t s M i n i s t r y Te a m
you to all the members of our music and arts ensembles who have contributed to the
T hank
ministry of FPC by their participation during the 2015—2016 church year:










Sanctuary Choir—Elizabeth Aubrey, Marv Bergman, Liz Bolin, Ann Burton, David Carlson, Sue

Dallam, Anne Dengler, Vern Dengler, Toni DeRyke, Eric Forsythe, Laura Frank, Roxanne
Gustaveson, Emily Guthe, Boone Guthe, Jamie Helmick, Mary Jo Keith, Brian Kleis, Kathy Maxey,
Taylor Mayne, Ken Miller, Sara Miller, Ann Muilenburg, Wayne Patton, Doug Peters, John
Raffensperger, Sharon Raffensperger, Sally Rickey, Ann Robinson, Janie Schomberg, Steve
Schomberg, Martha Schut, Jeri Smith, Kathy Smith, Jerry Stamp, Mary Ellen Stamp, Corrine
Stanley, John-Mark Stensvaag, Nancy Stensvaag, Dan Thedens, Laurie Thedens, Lee Tippe, Millie
Youngquist, and Jan Walker, Choir librarian
Youth Choir—Rebecca Bigaba, Sarah Bigaba, Lauren Fehr, Josh Fletcher, Brent Foster, Courtney
Hurt, Jordan LaFauce, Flint Mahinga, DJ Massey, Logan Schroeder, Mia Thedens, Gabrielle
Wadsworth
Junior Choir—Ryan Brentner, Benjamin Edwards, Maren Edwards, Ben Faden, Charlie Faden,
Alex Jacobus, Max Jacobus, Rachel Marsh, Anja Seidel, Elaine Suh, Elliot Suh, Erin Suh
Adult Handbell Choir—Amy Fletcher, Stephanie Brentner, Deb Boland, Ann Grosscup, Sally

Rickey, Nancy Gardner, Nancy Ross, Susan Massey, SunnyLee Young, Lee Tippe, Rhonda Barr,
Mary Ellen Stamp, Karen Hurt, and wonderful substitute ringers: Kathy Smith, Emily Guthe,
Boone Guthe and Lara Marsh. Ednamae Fisher—Director
Woodwind Ensemble—David Carlson, Brenda Dodge, Sara Miller, Katie Owen, Ann Robinson,
Nancy Ross, Jerry Stamp and Mary Ellen Stamp, Dennis Pedde—Director
Brass Group—Jim Claypool, Ed Dove, Steve Schomberg, Mary Ellen Stamp, Lee Tippe, Ben

Urick, Dennis Pedde—Director


Churchestra—Andrew Gentzsch, Don Gentzsch, Kathy Smith. Ariel Soemadi, and Mia Thedens



Liturgical Art—Sue Dallam, Becky Ross and Mary Ann Spilger



Other Worship Leadership—All lay leaders, readers, ushers, worship assistants



Liturgical Dance—Hailey and Heather Fay



Music Interns—Emily Guthe and Taylor Mayne

Your gifts have contributed greatly to worship, and we appreciate your willingness to share your
time and talents and contributing to the music ministry of FPC.

Summer Soloists

Our singing and instrumental choirs
graciously provide worship
leadership from September through June.
For the Sundays from June 26–Sept. 4,
they will get a well-deserved vacation.
During that time we welcome soloists to
provide music each Sunday for our 10:00
a.m. service. Adults who have musical gifts
you’d like to share, whether vocal or
instrumental, college students home for
the summer, children and youth who have
appropriate repertoire for worship—all are welcome to sign up for a
Sunday of music leadership. There is a sign-up sheet on the choir
room door (down the hall near the bathrooms), or you may contact
Tammy Schroeder at the church office, 351-2660 ext. 108, or email
her at tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org.
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beginning Sunday, May 29
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Music Ministry Schedule for May
As we wind down to the end of another season of singing, all of the music
ministries will begin enjoying a well-deserved summer break. Thank you to all
our music ministry volunteers for your faithful service throughout the year.

Junior Choir
End of year choir party was on Thursday, April 28.

Youth Choir
Final rehearsal was on Thursday, April 28.
Sanctuary Choir
The Sanctuary Choir will sing through June. Final Wednesday rehearsal will be
on Wed., May 18 at 7–8:30 p.m., and our year-end party will be at 6:30 p.m. on
Wed., May 25 at the Burtons’ home. Thereafter, the choir men will sing on June
5 and choir women on June 12, and the full choir on June 19. During June, we will gather at 9:15 a.m. on
Sunday mornings to rehearse for that day’s worship leadership.

JuBELLation Choir
This choir will rehearse through June 19. They will also be ringing during worship on June 12 for the final time
this spring. They will journey to Springfiled, IL for a handbell festival on June 22–25.

FPC Brass
Last regular rehearsal will be May 29. They will rehearse and play in worship on June 5.

Woodwind Ensemble
Final rehearsal for spring is May 15. They will rehearse and play in worship that day and then disperse for the
summer.

Woodwind Ensemble
Final rehearsal for and worship leadership for spring was April 17.

Upcoming Dates

Synod Gathering of Presbyterian Women

Synod Gathering of
Presbyterian Women
June 15 – 18

“Lord make me an instrument of your peace”
~from the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Camp Wyoming
Fundraiser
October 8
June 15–18, 2016, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
An exciting new venue for our Synod Gathering
Find registration information on the PW information panel in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall.

Blood Pressure Checks
The monthly Blood Pressure checks continue the second Sunday of the month
during the summer months. Vacation times can be stressful, too. Get your
blood pressure checked by a member of the Health Ministries Team in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall.
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What does the Bible say about immigrants and refugees?
How does God command us to treat them and why?
Here are 40 scripture
lessons to guide your
reflections. Please read,
reflect and respond
with a faithful love!

April Session Highlights
~submitted by Nancy Weber
The Session met April 19, 2016 in Coover Lounge at 7
p.m. Pastor Sam called the meeting to order and lit the
Christ candle. Elder Ken Fisher spoke about “giving” and
quoted various theologians and Bible passages on the
topic, which is apropos to our current campaign.
The baptism of Flint Mahinga on April 3, 2016 was
noted. The birth of Billie Mae Feagins, daughter of Emily
and John Feagins, on April 9, 2016, was noted.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Restoring the Phelps Organ
Rebuilding the parking lots/lighting
Improving accessibility — elevator
Providing additional movable chairs in sanctuary
Upgrading technology in fellowship hall
Modernizing the kitchen
Replacing the boiler and improving airflow
Giving back to the greater church — 10% of what
is given

The financial report, prepared by Larry Bruner, was
received. Larry distributed copies of the FPC Endowment
Fund report and gave the status of our endowment. The A motion to present this list to the congregation and
invite their conversation was approved, with one
endowment report was received.
abstention. Elder Vern Dengler spoke about some
Minutes of the March 15, 2016 stated Session meeting
possible additional expenses, but none were added to
and minutes of the March 22, 2016 special Session
the list as they could be funded in other ways.
meeting to welcome confirmands into membership were
Elder Dan Thedens gave an Administration & Personnel
approved.
report on personnel recommendations and presented
In his report, Pastor Sam said that much is happening at two motions:
the same time: long-range planning, capital campaign,
1) to appoint Reverand Sherry Lohman to the
staff changes, etc. It is difficult for him to track all the
position of Care Associate (1/8 time) as described
details. He has confidence in the elders taking
in the Staff Vision portion of the long-range plan;
responsibility for driving processes to a successful
and
conclusion. Pastor Sam mentioned that endowment
2)
to authorize Judy Whitford to continue serving
funds may be needed to help recruit staff and cover
FPC after July 1 as our Assistant to Minister of
campaign funds.
Youth, Adult & Servanthood Programs (1/4 time);
Elder Ken Fisher presented the following items for
her primary work will be with adult education.
consideration for the capital funds campaign proposed
(Continued on page 9)
list to be shared with the congregation:
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(Session Highlights cont. from page 8)

Judy would have to resign from Session July 1.
Both motions were approved.
Elder Thedens reported on the visit of the first
candidate for Minister of Worship, Music, and
Children’s Programs, which included conducting the
choir, meeting with the search committee, the staff,
and Pastor Sam. The second candidate was scheduled
to visit April 27. The Minister of Youth, Adult, and
Servanthood Programs phone interviews were
scheduled for the week of April 25.
The Endowment Committee presented two motions —
to distribute portions of the prior year accumulated
endowment income ($23.260.02 total; this amount
does not include 2015 to be made available in 2016) as
follows: 1) $5,000 to the Finance Committee for a
financial review, and 2) $4,500 to Session for special
events. Both motions were approved.
Session was asked to be aware of an emergent need
that may require an email request for session approval
for $2,900 or more, also out of prior year accumulated
endowment income, to fund a new childcare center
curriculum for the poor. Elder John Barr explained that
this would be at the New Creations Church. The
program is to begin June 1. The church has secured the
permit needed.
Elder Richard Van Rheeden reported on the trunk sale.
The dates are Friday, June 3 and Saturday, June 4, with
rain date the following weekend. Drafts of the posters
were circulated. “Mission Possible Trunk Sale” is the
theme. Habitat ReStore will pick up items left over.

MONEY

Elder Van Rheeden and Elder Terry gave a brief report
on the recent Presbytery meeting. The overture on
Fossil Fuels passed, and is going forward to the Portland
GA. Will Massey spoke on his experience in Ireland. The
cost of the meal at meetings was raised to $10. A
motion to form an association with our friends of the
Presbytery in Pakistan, the details to be worked out
later, was approved. Richard passed around a summary
showing that you can donate to a mission via a cell
phone.
A conversation about the possible new pulpit, to be
partially funded with the Whitford memorial gift,
ensued. The contract and design documents were
distributed. The design features a movable pulpit. A
motion was approved to sign the contract and pay
$3,000 to build the new pulpit, with the understanding
that we pay the rest of it when due.
We can use Whitford funds for the deposit. Darlene
Bergman has access to worship funds that may cover
the rest. Perhaps we can use some endowment fund
income if the rest that Darlene finds is not entirely
sufficient to cover the cost.
A handbell concert will take place on June 1, 2016 at
FPC. FPC handbell and choir members are being asked
to house members of the group.
A motion adjourning with sharing of joys and concerns,
followed by prayer, was approved. Elder Dan Thedens
closed the meeting with prayer.
The next Session meeting will be held May 17, 2016, at
7 p.m., in Coover Lounge.

MATTERS
Larry Bruner, Treasurer

Contributions

Misc. Income

Total Income

Total Expenses

Over/Short

Building Use, Walker Trust,
Bank interest, etc.

1st Quarter

$149,961.04

$34,089.69

$184,050.73

$159,429.00

$24,621.73

April

$60,807.02

$102.84

$60,909.86

$39,244.47

$21,665.39

2016 Totals

$210,768.06

$34,192.53

$244,960.59

$198,673.47

$46,287.12
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Plan now to enjoy a special evening in our church
sanctuary with the WESTMINSTER CONCERT BELL
CHOIR Wednesday, June 1, 2016, 7 p.m.
This amazing handbell choir from Westminster Choir College of
Rider University, Princeton, New Jersey, is on a national “Songs of
America” Tour. The performance will feature arrangements of
patriotic favorites, American songs, hymns plus original works
performed on the world’s largest range of handbells and
Choirchimes®. There will be a free will offering.
The WESTMINSTER CONCERT BELL CHOIR is composed of
undergraduate and graduate students of Westminster Choir
College of Rider University. Its director is Kathleen Ebling Shaw.
This year marks the 38th year of the handbell curriculum at
Westminster Choir College, which was the first institution to
develop such a program.
Hailed for its virtuosity, the Westminster Concert Bell Choir uses
the world’s largest range of handbells – 8 octaves.
The Westminster Concert Bell Choir has appeared on Public
Television’s Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood and several holiday
broadcasts of the Today show. Its performances have been heard
annually on National Public Radio’s Performance Today, and it is
included on NPR’s Christmas Around The Country II recording.
Most recently, the Choir joined singer Josh Groban for NBC’s
nationally televised Lighting of the Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree.

World’s Largest Handbell
Choir performs here at FPC
The Choir has made 11 recordings; the most
recent are An English Christmas and Let
Freedom Ring.
Celebrating her 25th year as conductor of
the Westminster Concert Bell Choir,
KATHLEEN EBLING SHAW is a Westminster
Choir College alumna and a member of the
Sacred Music faculty at Westminster Choir
College of Rider University, where she
teaches classes in handbell training and
conducts a second handbell choir.
Please join in welcoming this choir to Iowa
City and treating your family to this
spectacular concert!

Volunteers Needed as Host
for Westminster Choir College Handbell Choir members
We are in need of host families to house Westminster College musicians.
Housing one or more choir members offers a wonderful opportunity for a family with a high schooler. Or if
you’re an empty nester, its an opportunity to fill the nest for an evening. The only responsibility is to house
them after the Wednesday evening concert, offer them breakfast and transportation back to the church on
Thursday morning by 8:30 a.m. for their departure from the church.
If you are willing to help, please contact Ednamae Fisher at 319-541-6298.
You will not want to miss this amazing handbell choir on their national tour.

FPC Book Club Invites You
to Join Us
May 25 from Noon to 1p.m.
in Ryerson Fellowship Hall to
discuss Body & Soul by Frank
Conroy
Bring your lunch and share in
the fellowship. For more
information, contact Jan Walker at 3586737
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join us as we continue our journey through the book of
Revelation at 9:30 a.m. in Coover Lounge.
Our last meting for the season is May 25. Watch for
more info about fall start date in upcoming newsletters.
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Equipping Ministry
Summer Family Faith Formation Notebook
While many of you are vacationing this summer, we are taking a
vacation from regular Sunday morning intergenerational programing
(9:00 – 10:15 time). We have created a notebook of activities that you
can do as a family throughout the summer while you are away or at
times when you are relaxing together at home. You may pick up
summer family faith formation notebooks from a table in the narthex.
The notebooks contain three themed units of family faith formation.
There are ideas for families with young children and for families with
teens/adults. Have a great summer and watch for announcements of our fall programs later in the summer.

COVENANT Bible Study
You have been hearing about
Covenant Bible Study a lot in 2016.
It is a new (to us) in-depth Bible
study made up of three 8-week
segments of study. It is built around
the study of the covenants that God established
with his people starting in Genesis and continuing
throughout the Bible.
Both groups will finish up the spring the week of
May 23. Watch for more information about fall
classes in upcoming newsletters.
We hope to start another group this fall, so if you
would like to receive info regarding the next class
contact Judy Whitford at
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org or 319-3512660.

Youth Mission Trip
June 19-24 a group of ten youth and
two sponsors will be traveling to
Rosebud Reservation, SD.
We will have the opportunity to serve the
people of the Rosebud Reservation through
home improvement projects and facilitating a
Kids Club program in the town of Parmelee.
Throughout the week we will have opportunities to meet local residents who will share with us about life in their
community. During the evenings our group will go on a hike in Fort Falls and learn more about archery and the
culture of Rosebud through community partners. At the end of the week, we will reconnect with new friends from
the community at a cookout.
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EAT OUT GROUP, May 19 at 6 p.m.

Eat out Group
June 16 6:00 p.m.
at the Brown Bottle North Liberty
Hosts: Dwight & Pauline Miller
351-2576

Formerly Bob’s Your Uncle
Hosts: Glenn & Audrey Van Roekel
351-6723

Thank you in advance, Pastors!
Informal congregational input has indicated the desire for a
consistent preacher, preferably female, to spell Pastor Sam
during his July Sunday absences. One pastor willing to serve,
who is also in the position to do quality pastoral care at First
Presbyterian Church year round, is Pastor Sherry Lohman.
Thanks, Pastor Sherry! Meanwhile, other skilled preachers
will be filling in for Pastor Sam at various time during the
year as he is absent or needs a break to worship. The first
Sunday of August, the 7, Pastor Gary Burnett will be
preaching. On Sunday, August 14, Pastor Paul Akin will be in
the pulpit. Both pastors will be available during the
surrounding weeks to do emergency pastoral calling.
Thanks, Pastor Gary and Pastor Paul! We are also grateful
for Pastor Warren Jensen and Pastor Doug Peters
worshipping here and preaching here periodically. As
indicated last year in the newsletter, God has blessed us
with highly skilled professional retired clergy who are willing
to pitch in at a moment’s notice. We are blessed!

Our search for the new Minister of
Worship, Music, and Children’s Programs
is almost complete, and we anticipate
naming someone for this position this
month. We are also continuing to
interview interested and promising
candidates for the Minister of Youth,
Adult, and Servanthood Programs.

“We’re not done, yet!”
Join our family in celebrating the marriage
of Weijing Wu & Trevor Smith! They were
married December 25, 2015. Please greet
the couple immediately following the 10
a.m. worship service for a reception in
Ryerson Fellowship Hall, on Sunday, June 5.
Hope to see you there!
Jeri & Greg Smith

Are you retired; maybe newly retired? Do you
feel like you may be in a sort of “no man’s
land,” at a loss for direction and purpose? Are
you looking for what’s next in your life, and if
so, is it with excitement, surprise,
expectations, or none of the above?
Would you like to be a part of a new, small
group, sharing experiences of this particular
time in their lives? Or maybe you have been
retired for a while and feel you might have
something to share with this group.
We will be using Brene Brown’s book “Daring
Greatly” to guide us in discussion of living to
our full potential, courageously and vulnerable
to God’s direction and blessings.
Interested? Call me (Sherry Lohman 3511872).
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Take a short walk to the south end of
FPC’s parking lot, walk the labyrinth and
experience inner peace in the midst of
God’s creation.

Walk . . . Pray . . . Receive
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Wanted: Small Soft Toys
Veda has mentioned several times that it would be nice for the girls at the Pasrur Boarding School to have a
small soft toy. They are away from home and would love to have a little stuffed animal to sleep with at night.
We plan to send them back in a suitcase when Veda comes this fall or perhaps I could give them to Margy the
FOPEB summer retreat.
I think around 6-8 inches is about right (since we have to pack them). Occasionally, they are on clearance for $12 dollars or perhaps you know someone who has some gently used stuffed toys to donate. Beanie Babies are
not preferred as they are heavier to ship. If you are interested in donating stuffed animals it would be greatly
appreciated. It will be our Christmas present for this year. We’ll have a box by the Mission bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall.
Thanks for your help!

FRIENDS OF PASRUR

Needles, Hooks and Yarn
Summer Schedule
Patte Henderson
2315 Rochester Ave Apt 111
Iowa City IA 52245

(meet once a month June - August)
Mark your calendar to join us at Carol’s 9 - 11am
on Saturday June 11, July 9, & August 13
(We will resume meeting weekly September 10)
Questions or need help call
Carol Macon at 351-3847
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Chase Eckland
Chase Eckland will be a 2016 graduate from City High School.
Throughout his years at FPC he has attended Vacation Bible
School, been involved in youth group, and helped with multiple
fundraisers. He travelled to Chicago for the DOOR program,
attended Triennium in 9th grade and went on multiple mission
trips. When he wasn’t away on youth group trips, he was participating in Boy Scouts, even
completing the God and Me course. In the fall, Chase plans to attend UNI, where he will study Early
Childhood Education in order to become a K–3 teacher.

Erick Fletcher
Erick Fletcher will graduate from Iowa City High School, where he is a member of the National
Honor Society. He is actively involved in youth group at FPC. He participated in the junior high
mission trips to Chicago, the Triennium in 2013, and the mission trip to New Orleans in 2015. At
City High, Erick was a two-year captain and two-year all-district linebacker on the football team
and threw the shot put and discus in track. He currently works as a server at Legacy Senior
Living Community. In the fall Erick will attend Coe College, where he plans to major in
chemistry and play football.

Courtney Hurt
Courtney Hurt will be graduating from West High School this coming spring. She has been an
active member of FPC and its youth group, going on mission trips to Chicago in 7th and 8 grades,
then national mission trips for the three years after. She has volunteered for VBS since she could
first be a leader and participated in a youth hand chimes choir in middle school. Her favorite
memories come from the mission trips, especially the antics that come from long hours in the van!
Next year she will attend the University of Iowa to major in English to become either a high school
or elementary school teacher in the future.

Nathan Katalinich
Nathan will graduate from City High School. As a child, Nathan attended Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School. In his middle school years, Nathan was involved in the junior high group,
The Rock, and went through confirmation with George Minot. He travelled to Chicago for the
Spring Break service trip. In senior high, Nathan attended Sunday morning worship regularly,
participated in the Edge group and attended the senior Sunday school until he took a job at
Blackstone and began to work brunch. He will begin training as part of the United States Navy
Special Warfare group in the summer.

Gabrielle Wadsworth
Gabrielle is a 2016 graduate of City High School. She has been an active member of the church
for a long time: she sings in the FPC Youth Choir and is a regular fixture at the Thursday Night
Youth Group. She also participates in annual mission trips and Vacation Bible School. Her
favorite memory from her time at FPC is every hot, sweaty, frustrating and fulfilling moment on
last summer’s mission trip to New Orleans. Next year she will take a gap year as she lives and
works in Iowa City at Short’s and possibly other places as well.
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Summer Public Office Hours:

First Presbyterian Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

2701 Rochester Ave.
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

If you telephone the church office sometime between 12 noon and 1 p.m. and are
directed to voicemail, please be patient. Staff takes 30 minutes a day for shared food,
fellowship, and team building, so the actual time varies according to the needs of the
church. At other times we may be on another line or in another part of the building
addressing a ministry need. We will return your call!
And if you can volunteer to help answer the phones, that would be an answer to prayer.

Vacation Bible School at
First Presbyterian Church
June 13 – 17, 2016
9:00a.m. – Noon
Registration Form

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________
Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________
Home Church: _________________________________________________________
Age: _____ Birthdate: _____________ Last School Grade Completed: _________
Parent/Guardian Phone: Home _________ Work _________ Cell _____________
Emergency Contacts:
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _______________
Names of Persons with Permission to Pick-up this child from VBS:
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Allergies/Medical information/Food Needs/Other Concerns:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
First Presbyterian Church Iowa City
319-351-2660
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