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Sundays 
Nursery Care 9:00 a.m. 
Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship following service 
Youth activities 4:00 p.m. 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC.  
Our prayer is that all will be 

blessed by the Word read and 

proclaimed as we are bound 

together by the Spirit as a 

community of faith.  

Children are invited to 

participate in our worship and 

welcome as loved, squirmy, 

laughing, crying children of 

God. We have busy bags for 

younger children and binders 

for young readers to help them 

in their journey, and a staffed 

nursery is available for children 

under 5. 
 

  

Please rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung 

by All. Non-bold lines are 

spoken or sung by one.  
  

  

Please be seated by a Gathered 

Community Pad and sign in so 

that we may have a record of 

your time with us.  
 

  

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of the 
right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  14 February 2024 

 Ash Wednesday 

 
Prelude   

Greeting and Words of Welcome 

This is an eve of new beginnings. | We open our hearts to the journey.  
  

Gathering Hymn 227 Jesus, Remember Me  Remember Me 

Jesus, remember me, when I come into your kingdom.  

Jesus, remember me, when I come into your kingdom. 
 

Call to Worship  (from Joel and Isaiah) 

Words endings in … Return to the Lord, your God, for she is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.  

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him,  

a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God?   
  

Words endings in ...‘Where is their God?’ Shout out, do not hold back!  

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  
  

Words endings in … they delight to draw near to God.  

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not 

notice?”  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your 

workers. 
  

Words endings in … fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.  

Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head 

like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  

Words endings in … to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 

your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from 

your own kin?  
 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 

quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 

guard.  

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and she will 

say, Here I am. 
 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 

evil,  

if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,  

then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  

The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and 

make your bones strong;  

and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations;  

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
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Gathering Hymn 471 O Lord, Hear My Prayer  Hear My Prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. O 

Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 

The First Lesson Psalm 51:1-17 © Order of St. Helena, used with permission. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness;  

in your great compassion blot out my offenses.  

Wash me through and through from my wickedness  

and cleanse me from my sin.  

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  

And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgment.  

Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth,  

a sinner from my mother’s womb.  

For behold, you look for truth deep within me,  

and will make me understand wisdom secretly.  

Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure;  

wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.  

Make me hear of joy and gladness,  

that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence,  

and take not your holy Spirit from me.  

Give me the joy of your saving help again,  

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

I shall teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return to you.  

Deliver me from death, O God,  

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation.  

Open my lips, O God, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice,  

but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
  

First Lesson Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 Pew Bible, New Testament, p. 5 
  

The Gospel Response  
 The Gospel of Jesus Christ. | Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Meditation  Pastor Nathan Willard  
  

Anthem Help Us to Help Each Other, Lord by S. Drummond Wolff  
  
Call to Holy Lent 
 

Litany of Repentance 
Let us look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 

was waiting endured the cross. Jesus came to preach good news to the poor, to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate 

those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the year of God’s favor As disciples 

of Jesus Christ, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away 

from the love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, study, and 

works of love help us return to that love. I invite you, therefore, to commit 
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yourselves to love God and neighbor by confessing your sin and by asking God 

for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.  

Rising in body or spirit, let us pray 

Most holy and merciful God: We confess to you and to one another, and to 

the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned 

by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone.  
  

We have not loved you with all our heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 

forgiven. 

 Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have not heard your call to serve as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

 Have mercy on us, O God.  

We confess to you, O God all our past unfaithfulness: The pride, hypocrisy, and 

impatience in our lives, 

 We confess to you, O God. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people, 

 We confess to you, O God. 

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate than 

ourselves 

 We confess to you, O God. 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in our 

daily life and work, 

 We confess to you, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship and our failure to commend the faith that 

is in us 

 We confess to you, O God. 

Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect of 

human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, For all 

false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,  

 Accept our repentance, O God. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those 

who come after us, 

 Accept our repentance, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us 

 Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. Amen. 
  

Signs of Mortality and Repentance  

 The call to Holy Lent asks us to recommit ourselves to Jesus’s mission in the 

world in a manner meaningful to us, as we remind ourselves how fleeting our 

time on earth is. If you would like to receive ashes as a tangible sign of our own 

mortality, you are invited to come forward and do so.  
  

Hymn 820 Nothing Can Trouble NADA TE TURBE 

Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never 

go wanting. Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten. God alone fills us. 
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Jesus, Remember Me Words and music © 

1981 Les Presses de Taizé, O Lord, Hear My 

Prayer © 1982 Les Presses de Taize.  

Bless the Lord, My Soul  © 1984, 1998 Les 

Presses de Taize. Bonum et confidere © 1982-

4 Les Presses de Taize. Ubi Caritas (g) 1979 

Les Presses de Taize, Nothing Can Trouble  © 

1991 Les Presses de Taize. Reprinted with 

Onelicense #A703444  

Hymn 205 Ubi Caritas UBI CARITAS 
Ubi caritas et a—mor, ubi caritas deus i—bi est. 

 

Pastoral Prayer   
 

Sending Hymn 544 Bless the Lord, My Soul  BLESS THE LORD 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.  

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 
 

Charge and Blessing 
  

Postlude  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ENDOWMENT & MEMORIAL 
COORDINATORS 
Bob & Millie Youngquist 
endowment@firstpresiowacity.org 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/INTERIM 
ORGANIST 

J. Kyle Coleman 
kyle.coleman@firstpresiowacity.org 
   

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
  
  

Lenten Prayer Practices 

Pastor Nathan will be teaching and leading this time of reflection on  

Wednesdays 5:30–7 p.m. 

For our youngest Disciples, Anna will have an age-appropriate program available. 

Feb. 21, Lectio Divina 

Feb. 28, Coloring 

Mar. 6, Journaling/Labyrinth 

Mar. 13, No meal or practices  

Mar. 20, Taize 

Mar. 28, Maundy Thursday - Supper at 6 p.m. followed by Tenebrae service at 7 p.m. 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  

Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: Sanctuary Choir, J. Kyle Coleman 
  

Ushers: Paula and Marcia Akin 


