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2024 Session 

Elders, Class of 2024 
Bill Follows 
Leann Graves 
Lara Marsh 
Nancy Ross   
 

Elders, Class of 2025 
Jen Adams 
Jeremy Fletcher 
Nancy Gardner 
Mary Ellen Stamp 
 

Elders, Class of 2026 
John Barr 
Travis Martin 
David Van Dusseldorp 
Judy Whitford 

2024 Corporation Officers 
 

Jim Claypool, President/Secretary; John Barr, Vice President;  
Ken Miller, Treasurer 

2024 Deacons 

 
  Dan Thedens, Moderator  Sue Van Duyn, Secretary/Treasurer 

Deacons, Class of 2024 
Deann Claypool 
Megan Dehner 
Pam Kautz 
Mary Helen Kennerly 
Becca Morgan 
Dan Thedens 

Deacons, Class of 2025 
Rick Boland 
Ann Grosscup 
Mary Linn 
Jean Mafirira 
Jeanie Wade-Nagle 
 

Deacons, Class of 2026 
Cynthia Chou-Liang 
Kristin Marrs 
Sue Van Duyn 
Ruth Westfall 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘŀũ   
 

Pastor ..........................................................................................................................  Rev. Nathan Willard 

Director of Christian Education  ..............................................................................................  Anna Sheetz 

Director of Communications  .........................................................................................  Tammy Schroeder 

Director of Music (through July 21, 2024)  ......................................................................  J. Kyle Coleman 

Director of Music (beginning Aug 12, 2024)  .................................................................... Katelyn Peterson 

Administrative Assistant  ......................................................................................................  Tammy Foster 

Congregational Accompanist (beginning Aug. 16, 2024)  .................................................. . Amy Cerniglia 

Manager of Purchasing and Finance  ...............................................................................  Krista Livingston 

Sexton  .......................................................................................................................................  Gerald Hill 

Jim Claypool, Clerk of Session   
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¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ Annual Congregation-Corporation Meeting 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
February 16, 2025 

11:30 a.m. Ryerson Hall 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to share the Word of 

God through Jesus Christ  
and live lives of Justice, Mercy, and Faith 

 
 

1. Call to Order Declaration of Quorum and Prayer 

2. Where Weôve Been 

a. Clerk of Session Report 

b. Pastorôs Report and Summary of  
2024 Session Goals 

3. Where We Are 

a. Treasurerôs Report 

4. Where We Are Going 

a. Presentation of 2025 Budget 

b. Approval of 2025 Pastoral Terms of Call 

5. Adjournment and Closing Prayer 

CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Lƻǿŀ /ƛǘȅΣ Lƻǿŀ 
{ŜƳƛ-!ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƭŜŎǘ hŶŎŜǊǎ 
ōȅ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мтΣ нлнп 

Rev. Nathan Willard Presiding 
The meeting was called to order by Rev. Willard and 
determination of a quorum was made. 

Opening prayer, Rev. Willard. 

Mary Ellen Stamp, moderator of the Nominating 
Committee, thanked the members of the Nominating 
Committee for their work in providing the slate of 
officers. Elders and Deacons completing their terms were 
also thanked. 

Mary Ellen presented the nominations for the following 
officer positions: 

Elders: Class of 2027, Deb Boland, Lara Marsh, Nancy 
Ross, Jeri Smith 

Deacons: Class of 2027, DeAnn Claypool, Mary Helen 
Kennerly, Perry Ross, Amy Seidel  

Endowment Committee: Class of 2027, Rob Ketterer  

Nominating Committee: Class of 2025, Ann Burton, 
Steve Smith, Heather Youngquist 

Rev. Willard entertained nominations from the floor, but 
there were none. 

It was moved and seconded to elect the nominated 
individuals as stated above. 

Nominations were accepted.  

Pastor Rev. Nathan Willard closed the meeting with 
prayer. 



 

 

ATTENDANCE Average Weekly Worship Attendance 

 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Jan.ðMay 172 157 124  No in-person worship      80      116 111 
JuneðAug. 128 127 *  113 Aug. 8 & 15       75      107 105 
Sept.ðDec. 179 153 150 online     83 Nov.7-Dec. 26    103      123 128 
 

*Building closed Mar. 19ïDec.    2024 Sunday average attendance 115 

Necrology Report 

LeeAnn Koch February 6, 2024 
Joyce McMaster February 7, 2024 
Mary Kay Thompson February 14, 2024 
Helen Chadima February, 25, 2024 
Leroy Bain April 6, 2024 
Betty McNeal May 29, 2024 
Ginny Hall June 23, 2024 
Paul Schaefer July 5, 2024 
Randy Howe September 17, 2024 
John Staley September 30, 2024 
Doris Yoder October 22, 2024 
Sharon Van Dusseldorp October 25, 2024 

Joyce McMaster May 15, 2024 
LeeAnn Koch June 8, 2024 
Randy Howe October 27, 2024 
Sharon Van Dusseldorp November 9, 2024 

Columbarium Interments 

January 1 ï December 31, 2024 

Beginning Membership    302 
 
Membership Gains         9 
 

Membership Losses 
 Deaths    12 
 Certificate Loss      3 
 Adjustment to Realm    14 
Total losses    -29 
 

Membership December 2024   282 

Clerk of Session 
Annual Report 

New members were received during worship on  
August 25, 2024 were: Jen De La Cruz, Janet Williams, 
Brian Kinnaird and Kimbery Kinnaird. 

New members 
were received 
during the Easter 
Vigil service on 
March 30, 2024 
were: Michelle  
and Alex Voss, 
Amy Seidel,  
Maree Sorow, 
Margaret 
MacInnis. 



 

 

Pastorôs 2024 Annual Report 

Submitted by Pastor Nathan Willard 

Dear Church- 

Itôs now been two years since I was called to be 
your pastor. In that time, weôve had great 
celebrations for new babies, new members, new 
confirmands, and new projects for justice and 
reconciliation in the world. Over the past year, 
weôve had studies that looked at prayer practices, 
sermons, and songs of celebration at Christmas. 
Weôve built up musical Sundays, found ways to 
incorporate the movement of the Spirit through 
musical gifts in our congregation and from the 
community. Weôve had some years of unexpected 
bounty that helped us to recover from the stress of 
large budget cuts. 

The world remains challenging for churches, 
especially churches from the liberal protestant 
tradition. Here in Iowa City, a number of our peer 
churches are under interim leadership and many 
are contemplating the possible scope of their 
activities within their congregation and in the 
community. We are no different, as we try to 
build on our strengths in Christian Education, in 
Worship, and with the number of passionate 
advocates for a just world, without burning out the 
very people that we rely upon. 

In challenging times, we have a natural tendency 
to look inward and protect what we have. But it is 
in the midst of challenge that we can do the most 
good by extending our welcome in the world. In 
times of difficulty, people understand they need 
much more help than in times of ease. People who 
may not have been able to articulate why they 
would want to be part of a church may find 
themselves asking existential questions or 
grappling with a newfound loneliness and 
isolation. These are the times to take action and 
invite others to join us as we do. These 
connections can help us share the burden and keep 
hope alive.  

So in the name of Christ, let us go out and make 
disciples of ourselves in 2025, inviting others to 
do likewise.  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nathan 

Pastor Nathan spends time with children  
during the Worship service. 



 

 

Director of Christian Education 2024 Annual Report 

Submitted by Anna Sheetz 

Twenty twenty-four was a banner year, as far as I can tell 
as the Director of Christian Education at FPC! To begin, I 
am so very thankful for the leaders who have allowed this 
year to flourish! Ministry surely is a óteam sportô where 
every member counts. I am thankful to those who 
reexamined the Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection 
Policy and reinforced safety as a priority to FPC. I am 
thankful for the Christian Education Team, the Sunday 
School leaders, the Youth Group teachers, the VBX 
leadership team, the dinner providers, the pageant 
producers, the Confirmation mentors, the families who 
take endless trips to and from church on any given night, 
and of course, you! You a member of First Presbyterian 
Church who cheers on the Christian Education ministry, 
who supports and prays for us. Clearly, I cannot do what I 
do without YOU supporting us.  

For me, this was my first year on the Annual Event for the 
Association of Partners in Christian Education team 
(APCE); as a co-host for the online conference. I attended 
the Arts, Recreation and Worship Conference in Montreat 
and studied liturgy and worship arts. This was the first 
time I was on the Youth Leadership team at Synod School 
in Storm Lake. I met some of my best friends through 
these programs and experienced some of my most holy 
moments.  

I am so thankful for all that the Lord has accomplished here. I have seen adults flourish in their 
curiosity and relationships. Youth questioning self-image and if growing up is really worth it and 
young adults ask if faith is really worth the wager. What incredible questions that the Holy Spirit 
breaths into being. I am thankful for the work Christ Jesus draws us into to feed, to teach, to sit 
beside, to hold fast, and to pray with. What an incredible gift. I canôt wait to see what weôll get up to 
in the next year!  

Camp Firelight 2024 VBX group picture 

Intergenerational activities during Sunday school  



 

 

Director of Music 2024 Annual Report 

Submitted by Katelyn Peterson, Director of Music 

Greetings and Reflections 

It has been a true joy to join the staff of 
First Presbyterian Church this past August. 
From the moment I arrived, I have felt so 
welcomed and encouraged by this warm 
and generous congregation. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to serve and to make 
music with all of you as we worship 
together. 

Highlights of the Year 

This year has been filled with meaningful 
musical experiences and opportunities to 
connect through worship. One of the most 
profound moments was our inclusion of 
Margaret Bondsô cantata Ballad of the 
Brown King. This remarkable work allowed 
our singers to collaborate with a chamber 
orchestra and three highly-respected 
soloists. Sharing this piece with the 
congregation was an unforgettable 
experience and it was clear from the 
responses that it was deeply appreciated by 
all who attended. 

On Christmas Eve, we celebrated the season 
with two special musical offerings. The 
ñYôall Come Bandò was a resounding success, 
bringing together over 20 players from multiple 
generations and a wide variety of instruments. The 
laughter and joy of making music together was 
infectious and it embodied the spirit of community. 
Later that evening, the choir and string ensemble 
combined their talents for a spectacular Christmas 
Eve service. I am so grateful for the choir's 
unwavering dedication, even during the bustling 
holiday season. 

Another source of joy has been the JuBELLation 
bell choir. Each rehearsal is filled with laughter, 
camaraderie, and the sheer delight of making music 
together. The joy and energy found in this group are 
contagious and their dedication to ringing beautiful 
music is an inspiration. 

Musical Legacy and Support 

First Presbyterian Church has a rich musical legacy, 
one that has been nurtured and sustained by the 
congregationôs steadfast support for music in 
worship. The love for music that this church 
embodies is evident in the enthusiastic participation 
of its members, the generosity of resources dedicated 
to musical endeavors, and the shared commitment to 
excellence in all we do.  

This legacy inspires and challenges us to continue 
creating beautiful and meaningful musical 
experiences that glorify God and bring us closer as a 
community of faith. 

Looking Ahead 

As I reflect on the past year, it is clear that the music 
ministry has experienced changes and growth. I am 
hopeful for the future and excited to continue 
building on the strong foundation we have here. 
Pastor Nathan and I have begun discussions about 
presenting another cantata during the 2025 Easter 
season, which promises to be another meaningful 
opportunity for worship and connection. 

Gratitude 

Thank you to the congregation for your ongoing 
support of the music ministry. Your enthusiasm and 
encouragement make it a joy to plan and lead 
musical offerings that enrich our worship together. I 
am truly blessed to be a part of this staff and to serve 
you all. Thank you for making my first few months 
here so special and I look forward to all that the 
coming year will bring. 

Heather Youngquist directs the children during worship with chimes.  



 

 

The Building and Grounds Committee is responsible 
for maintaining the church building and grounds and 
planning for future needs. Committee members were 
John Barr (moderator), Sue Farran, Jeremy Fletcher, 
Bill Follows, Andrew Marsh, Travis Martin, and Lee 
Tippe.  

Steps were again taken to control expenses, 
especially related to heating and cooling.  

A new contractor was secured to improve control of 
our HVAC system.  

The following activities were undertaken: 

¶ Supervised contractor for snow plowing/salting 
of parking lots and public sidewalks. 

¶ Annual safety inspections of the boilers, elevator, 
fire extinguishers, and alarm system. 

¶ Replaced HVAC air filters (every 3ï4 months; 
MERVï13 filters for sanctuary and Coover 
Lounge); two Corsi-Rosenthal boxes continue to 
be used in Ryerson Hall. 

¶ The annual Outdoor Work Day on May18, 
staffed by seven volunteers (Sue and Mike 
Farran, Bill Follows, Kathy Maxey, Sharon 
Raffensperger, John Barr and Pastor Nathan). 
The Bell Garden, Columbarium shrub ring, and 
shrubs along Rochester were cleaned up and 
mulched; five new trees were also mulched and 
started on a watering program; various 
decorative trees and shrubs were also trimmed. 

¶ Contracted for felling of two dying trees and 
trimming of three others; Andrew and friends 
cut/stacked wood at Mt. Vernon Dr. curbside for 
free pickup. 

¶ Contracted for installation of new Bell Garden 
plants, watered in over summer. 

¶ Patched and painted holes in garage siding; 
patched parking lot potholes. 

¶ Leveled Labyrinth surface; repaired stone/lawn 
metal barrier; fenced new trees. 

¶ Met with contractor to assess ramp options for 
sanctuary. Session charged Worship and Arts to 
explore more regular use of the sanctuary main 
floor level for worship. 

¶ Updated second hallway bathroom with raised 
toilet; both received automatic lights/fans.  

¶ Met with contractor to assess basis for annual 
sanctuary ceiling drips. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 2024 Annual Report  

Submitted by John Barr, Elder, Moderator 

¶ Provided Building and Grounds representative to 
Sessionôs Hummer Bell Taskforce. 

¶ Used a five-member rotation for lawn mowing and 
trimming. 

¶ Provided Fellowship refreshments on March 31 
and August 18; Youth meals on October 20 and 
December 1.  

Plans for 2025 include: 

¶ Resuming participation in Sessionôs Alternative 
Energy Taskforce. 

¶ Determining if a Johnson Controlsô proposal to 
upgrade the fire alarm system for automatic dial-
out to the fire department is feasible. 

¶ Securing bids for installation of seamless gutters, 
replacement and cladding of fascia. 

¶ Repairing and repainting damaged soffit areas and 
front entry-way overhang.  

¶ Developing a plan for Columbarium garden and 
screening of unsightly HVAC components outside 
Coover Lounge windows. 

¶ Developing a short-term plan for parking lot 
maintenance and long-term plan for its 
replacement. 

Many hands make light work 

Free wood for 
pick up 



 

 

Session subsequently accepted the LDS 
church offer and in April approved the 
Hummer Bell Taskforce (HBTF). 
Members John Barr, Ann Burton, Tom 
Martin, Dwight Miller, Perry Ross, 
Maeleen Thorius and David 
VanDusseldorp met on four occasions 
during 2024. They reviewed bell history, 
terms of the LDS church gifting, 
technical specifications, potential bell 
installation sites and structures, technical 
details for making the bell operational at 
a currently estimated cost of $31,000. On 
October 15,2024, Session approved our 
plan for the bell and a commemorative 
plaque to be mounted in a structure 
depicted above on the strip of lawn just 
outside Ryerson Hall.   

Hummer Bell Taskforce 2024 Annual Report 

Submitted by John Barr, HBTF convenor    Report Updated 02-17-2025 

In late 2023, representatives from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) in Salt Lake 
City, UT, contacted First Presbyterian Church (FPC) about their interest in returning our church bell 
from the late 1840ôs. The bell had been incorrectly presumed to have been recast from their damaged 
Nauvoo, IL, temple bell. Dwight Millerôs informative history of the Hummer Bell is available on the 
FPC website Φ 

[Presbyterian From: Miller, DM. 
Pastors of First Church Iowa City 
1840-2015, appendix B, p71.] 

Installation site, by Becky Ross 

Both the Hummer Bell and our current bell will be 
operated by a new controller located in the main office 
service room. We envision the Hummer Bell being used 
for celebratory events and as part of our regular Sunday 
worship sequence (e.g. with the current bell rung at 10:10 
a.m. to alert the neighboring community and the Hummer 
Bell used as the 10:25 a.m. call to worship). 

On October 28, FPCôs Endowment and Memorials 
committee approved a grant of matching funds of up to 
$12,000 to help finance this project. On November 19, 
Session approved these grant funds for disbursement. The 
HBTF plans to initiate its informational and fund-raising 
campaign by the end of January 2025, and looks forward 
to an historical dedication ceremony before the beginning 
of summer. 



 

 

Columbarium Committee 2024 Annual Report  

    Submitted by Tammy Schroeder 

The First Presbyterian Church Columbarium provides a simple, 
dignified option to a traditional burial as a final resting place for loved 
ones and along with its garden, provides a space for meditation and 
prayer. The Columbarium fulfills the obligation of the church to serve 
its members from baptism to death.  

Physically, the Columbarium is a round structure of Dakota mahogany 
granite with 96 niches capable of interring the ashes of 192 
individuals. 

In 2024, there were 5 niche requests and 4 interments; we currently 
have 39 niches available.  

Gifts to the Columbariumôs General Fund are 
used for the perpetual care of the area. At the 
close of 2024, the Columbarium General Fund 
had a balance of $11,137. Memorial and 
Endowment gifts may also be made.  

If you would like to know more about 
Interment call the church office for a planning 
appointment with Tammy Schroeder. 

Committee Members: Jen De La Cruz, Sarah Klemek, 
Margaret MacInnis.  

Session Members: Jen Adams and Lara Marsh; 
Director of Christian Education; Anna Sheetz (Staff). 

Christian Education (CE) at FPC provides 
programming and events to grow and enhance the 
personal faith of all at FPC. Our church mission values 
of Justice, Mercy, Faith guide our ministry activities 
and learning objectives. There have been opportunities 
for learning and growth throughout the year.  

On Sunday mornings several groups and classes meet. 
Wired Word is a subscription we purchase which 
explores a current event topic and challenges us to 
consider implications from a Biblical perspective. A 
Sunday morning Bible study is led by Anna and 
supported by other volunteer leaders on occasion. The 
group studies the lectionary reading for the day and 
discusses meaning and questions from the scripture.  

For childrenôs Sunday School, we use the SparkHouse curriculum which has received positive engagement 
from volunteers and children. This curriculum has a digital component and written materials which are 
easy to follow, liturgically connected, and engaging for FPC kids ages PreïK to 5th grade.  

We also facilitate a variety of adult faith formation programs in hopes of offering something that speaks to 

(Continued on page 11) 

Sunday School teachers 

Christian Education (CE) Ministry 2024 Annual Report  

Submitted by Jen Adams, Elder, Moderator 

Children participate during Youth Sunday Worship. 

Columbarium 

Bubbler fountain at columbarium 



 

 

everyone at FPC at some point throughout the 
year. Additional CE supported groups in 2024 
included Bible studies, Jeremiah Justice Initiative 
book study, and focused seasonal Lenten and 
Advent studies or materials.  

In the fall of 2024, we started a confirmation class 
of eight youth. These 8 youth are matched with a 
member mentor who will work with them to 
explore their personal faith and what it means to 
be confirmed in the Presbyterian Faith. 
Confirmation classes are led by Pastor Nathan 
Willard and CE Director, Anna Sheetz. 

CE also implemented an updated approach to 
youth group. We now offer a Junior High Youth 
Group (6thï8th grade) and High School Youth 
Group (9ï12th grade). We hope by offering these 
two youth groups, we can adequately learn, grow, 
and explore Christian and personal faith on a 
narrower youth developmental level. 

On Sunday evenings, ministry groups prepare and 
share a meal with our Youth Group, which allows 
for intergenerational and community building 
around the dinner table. Youth and leaders are 
grateful for all the time spent preparing and 
serving these meals. Dinner together is an 
invaluable time where our youth and adults get to 
know each other and connect in meaningful and 
impactful ways. 

CE has determined that a priority is to financially 
support any youth who wants to attend an FPC 
sponsored trip or Camp Bear Creek. Thus, we 
have implemented a sliding fee scale for all trips 
and scholarships. This policy ensures consistency 
in payment structure and assures that these 
experiences are accessible to all families. See the 
scale below. 

   % Family Pays  % FPC pays 

The FPC Youth and Vulnerable Adults Protection 
Policy was updated in 2024 and adapted by 
Session. CE and the CE Director are responsible 
for ensuring all classes, group, and events that 
occur are facilitated according to the policy.  

 

 

Christian Education works to support learning and 
growing through faith throughout developmental 
stages of our youth. Bibles are gifted from 
Baptism through High School graduation, new 
members and the CE Director maintains a group 
connection with college age youth. December 
2024 held a lock-in for college-age young adults.  

Other special events through the past year 
included a Winter Retreat, Youth Sunday worship 
service with support from Pastor Nathan and Kyle, 
middle school youth attended a week at Camp 
Stronghold with St Andrew Presbyterian Church. 
In August we held VBX which welcomed many 
families and volunteers for learning through the 
week. Sixty people had fun at the Pumpkin Party 
in October, 12 youth and two adults attended a fall 
retreat at Stronghold in November, and we had 
another successful and meaningful Christmas 
Pageant staring youth ages 3ï15. 

CE is grateful for all the volunteers who teach, 
learn, organize, 
and support the 
faith journey of all 
at FPC.  

(Continued from page 10) 

What fun! Sômore making at VBX! 

100 0 

75 25 

50 50 

25 75 

0 100 

Prepping for the Advent trees 


