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Jesus Christ and to live lives of  
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2025 Session 

Elders, Class of 2025 
Jen Adams 
Jeremy Fletcher 
Nancy Gardner 
Mary Ellen Stamp 

Elders, Class of 2026 
John Barr 
Travis Martin 
David Van Dusseldorp 
Judy Whitford   

Elders, Class of 2027 
Deb Boland 
Jeri Smith 
Lara Marsh 
Nancy Ross 

2025 Corporation Officers 
 

Jim Claypool, President/Secretary; John Barr, Vice President;  
Ken Miller, Treasurer 

2025 Deacons 

 
  Ann Grosscup, Moderator  Sue Van Duyn, Secretary/Treasurer 

Deacons, Class of 2025 
Rick Boland 
Ann Grosscup 
Mary Linn 
Jean Mafirira 
Jeanie Wade-Nagle 
 

Deacons, Class of 2026 
Cynthia Chou-Liang 
Sue Van Duyn 
Annie Westfall 
 
 
 

Deacons, Class of 2027 
DeAnn Claypool 
Mary Helen Kennerly 
Perry Ross 
Amy Seidel 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘŀũ   
 

Pastor ..........................................................................................................................  Rev. Nathan Willard 

Director of Christian Education (ending Dec. 31, 2025) .........................................................  Anna Sheetz 

Congregational Accompanist (ending July 31, 2025) ..........................................................  Amy Cerniglia 

Organist (beginning Aug. 1, 2025)  ....................................................................................... Amy Cerniglia 

Organist and Interim Christian Education Director (beginning Dec. 1, 2025) ....................  Amy Cerniglia 

Director of Communications  .........................................................................................  Tammy Schroeder 

Director of Music (ending July 31, 2025)  ........................................................................  Katelyn Peterson 

Director of Music (beginning Aug. 18, 2025  ............................................................................  Will Fecko 

Administrative Assistant  ......................................................................................................  Tammy Foster 

Manager of Finance and Purchasing  ...............................................................................  Krista Livingston 

Sexton  .......................................................................................................................................  Gerald Hill 

Nursery Supervisor ............................................................................................................. Jordan Babcock 

Jim Claypool, Clerk of Session   
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First Presbyterian Church 
February 15, 2026 

11:30 a.m. Ryerson Hall 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, to share the 
Word of God through Jesus Christ  

and to live lives of Justice, Mercy, and Faith. 
 

 

1. Call to Order, Declaration of Quorum and 
Prayer 

2. Where Weôve Been 

a. Clerk of Session Report 

b. Pastorôs Report and Summary of  
2025 Session Goals 

3. Where We Are 

a. Treasurerôs Report 

4. Where We Are Going 

a. Presentation of 2026 Budget 

b. Approval of 2026 Pastoral Terms of 
Call 

5. Adjournment and Closing Prayer 

Easter morning worship 



 

 

 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Jan.ïMay 157 *124, 11 wks No In Person 80 116 111 116 

JuneïAug. 133 *Mar.ïDec. 113, Aug. 8 & 15 75 107 105 100 

Sept.ïDec. 153 150 online 83, Nov. 7ïDec. 26 100 123 128 129 

ATTENDANCE Average Weekly Worship Attendance 
  

 

 

 

 
 

*Building Closed March 18, 2020 

**Sept. 8ïDec. 26, 2021   2025 Sunday average attendance 115 

Necrology Report 

Guerin Thompson January 14, 2025 
Paul Maxwell March 10, 2025 
Lois Peterson July 26, 2025 
Ann Feddersen August 20, 2025 
Brian Kleis October 13, 2025 

Paul Maxwell March 31, 2025 
Lois Peterson August 30, 2025 

Columbarium Interments 

January 1 ï December 31, 2025 

Beginning Membership    282 
 

Membership Gains        11 
 

Membership Losses 
 Deaths     -5 
 Certificate Loss     -2 
Total losses     - 7 
 

Membership December 2025   286 

Clerk of Session 
Annual Report 

Columbarium Niche Requests 

Greg and Jeri Smith 
Paul and Joan Maxwell 

Karen Hurt and Nancy Gardner  
prepare for worship 



 

 

Kate Milster, David Ramotowski, and Phillip Mitchell  
were received into membership during the  

Easter Vigil on April 19, 2025. 

First Row from L to R: Alex Voss, Graysen Molsberry, Martha Willard, Alice Martin, Lila MacInnis-
Baumert, Kristin Marrs 

Second Row from L to R: Nathan Willard, Mary Helen Kennerly, Finn Leckband, Conner Voss, John 
Morgan, Teddy Willard, Anna Sheetz 

Third Row from L to R: Ames Molsberry, Rick Boland, Nancy Gardner, Kathy Smith, Rob Ketterer  



 

 

Pastorôs 2025 Annual Report 

Submitted by Pastor Nathan Willard 

Happy 2026 Church, 

Boy, a lot of things happened in 2025. We: 

¶ Joyfully celebrated the installation of the Hummer Bell 

¶ Fixed multiple years-long roof issues 

¶ Held a congregational discernment on immigration action 

¶ Said goodbye to Anna, and hosted her Ordination 

¶ Said goodbye to Katelyn, and welcomed Will as music director 

¶ Welcomed new confirmands and members 

¶ Sent a delegation to the PC(USA) Youth Triennium 

¶ Began hosting citizenship classes 

¶ Made it halfway through our Camp Bear Creek Capital Campaign commitment 

¶ And, oh yes, welcomed the repaired organ back to worship! 

As we continue to ask where God is leading us in these often-troubling times, I am energized by the 
work we continue to do, the resilience we continue to show, and the faith we continue to live in Iowa 
City. Many of our accomplishments come from one individual having a moment of inspiration from 
the Holy Spirit, and then choosing to share it with the rest of the church. We are Presbyterian, so 
action may not happen immediately, but every time we explore what God is calling us to do, we 
provide the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to hit a new person. I look forward to finding how that will 
manifest in 2026! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nathan 

Blessing of backpacks the Sunday before school resumes in the fall. 



 

 

Director of Christian Education 2025 Annual Report 

Submitted by Anna Sheetz 

Reflecting on 2025 at FPC, Iôm so thankful for all the wonderful people who helped make this year 
such a success! We kicked things off in January with a Talent Show and a BINGO night. The year 
continued with games, learning, Sunday school, and Youth Groups. We started dreaming about Youth 
Sunday and in May, we celebrated Psalm 23 with ñThe Best Youth Sunday Yet.ò 

We had one of the largest Confirmation classes, and it was such a joy to spend a weekend together at 
Camp Bear Creek. One of the highlights of our time was getting ñlostò together on the hike on this 
weekend. Seeing the care and patience each student showed for their mentors was really inspiring. 
Thank you for each of the mentors, parents, and youth who dedicated their time and attention to 
learning and growing together. 

The summer was spectacular with three amazing weeks together. The 6th-8th graders spent a week 
with St. Andrew at Camp Stronghold, where the theme was Wicked. We spent time running ñpoppy 
dustò from one side of camp to the other, riding pool noodle ñbroomsticks,ò and as always, singing 
hymns together in the Stronghold castle 
tower. 

Then, it was Triennium; and the first time 
FPC attended in six years. FPC, along with 
four other churches from the East Iowa 
Presbytery, made our way to Louisville for 
days of singing, collecting, and trading 
pins. I loved seeing FPC youth flourish; 
learning from amazing speakers and 
meeting PC(USA) friends from all over the 
world. 

Finally, we had VBX, which was the best 
Vacation Bible Experience ever. The 
leadership was always amazing, showering 
each youth with love and care. The dinners 
were such a treat for everyone and we 
appreciated all who cooked, served, and cleaned up. Of course, the weekôs highlight was our 
cherished tradition, ñLove Ourselves Silly,ò where we all got to spray each other with silly string! 

The fall was a whirlwind of emotions; as it was the last few 
months and days of our time together after almost a decade. 
In both youth groups, we delved into how to take care of 
ourselves, using Maslowôs Hierarchy of Needs. And while 
Pastor Nathan was away, I had the honor of preaching twice, 
all while managing my own big feelings. I was honored to 
be the speaker and small group creator of the Fall Camp 
Stronghold event, where our high schoolers tackled the 
upper ropes course in the pouring rain. 

I truly cherished my time at FPC, grateful to be trusted with 
the children and youth of this congregation, and the attentive 
ears and open hearts of the adults. Iôve learned and grown so 
much. With grace and encouragement, Iôve grown into this 
calling. And itôs because of this ministry that Iôve developed 
the confidence and kindness needed to become the Pastor I 
know youôll be proud of.  

Anna receives farewell gifts on her final 
Sunday at First Pres., Iowa City. 

At Triennium: Anna., Carter, Molly, Soren, Anja, Vivian, Jen.  



 

 

Plans for 2026 include:  

¶ Developing a plan for the Columbarium garden and 
screening of unsightly HVAC components outside 
Coover Lounge windows. This will probably involve 
erecting a small fence.  

¶ Developing a short-term plan for parking lot 
maintenance and a long-term plan for its replacement. 

¶ Setting up a regular group of people to weed and care 
for plants, especially around the Bell Garden. 

¶ Fixing sidewalk squares that were noted by the city to 
be out of compliance with city code. 

¶ Monitoring the roof situation to determine if further 
repairs or replacement might be needed. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 2025 Annual Report  

Submitted by Travis Martin, Elder, Moderator 

The Building and Grounds Committee is 
responsible for maintaining the church 
building and grounds and planning for future 
needs. Committee members were Travis 
Martin (moderator), John Barr, Sue Farran, 
Jeremy Fletcher, Andrew Marsh, and Lee 
Tippe.  

The following activities were undertaken:  

¶ Supervised contractor for snow plowing/
salting of parking lots and public 
sidewalks.  

¶ Annual safety inspections of the boilers, 
elevator, fire extinguishers, and alarm 
system.  

¶ Replaced HVAC air filters (every 3ï4 
months; MERVï13 filters for sanctuary 
and Coover Lounge); two Corsi-
Rosenthal boxes continue to be used in 
Ryerson Hall. 

¶ The garage was re-sided to prevent water 
damage and further critter activity inside. 

¶ There had been rot and gutter leaking, so 
those issues are now resolved.  

¶ The annual Outdoor Workday was on May 
31. The Bell Garden, Columbarium shrub 
ring, and labyrinth were weeded, and the 
grounds were raked to remove pinecones. 

¶ Watered Bell Garden plants and maintained 
them over the summer.  

¶ Provided Building and Grounds 
representative to Sessionôs Hummer Bell 
Taskforce.  

¶ Used a five-member rotation for lawn 
mowing and trimming.  

¶ Replaced several stained ceiling tiles, both 
for aesthetic reasons and to help determine 
if the roof is leaking. 

¶ Hosted fellowship April 27 and July 6, and 
Youth Group Dinner on October 5 and 
November 23. 

¶ Began to solicit quotes to take care of 
sidewalk issues per the certified city letter 
with specific fixes required. 

 

 

An extensive project was completed in the fall to repair and  
replace the gutter and facia at the front of the church.  

Outdoor workday team poses for a photo 



 

 

Over the past year, the HBTF (comprised 
of members John Barr, Ann Burton, Tom 
Martin, Dwight Miller, Bill Oglesby, 
Perry Ross, Maeleen Thorius and David 
Van Dusseldorp) has worked to: attain 
adequate project funding; assure proper 
bell restoration; secure safe and efficient 
bell transportation logistics; arrange for 
historical restoration of the bell; oversee 
the construction of the bell support 
structure and installation of an automated 
control system to both bells; collaborate 
with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
-day Saints on their historical and 
financial support, assistance with print 
and electronic media information 
releases, and participation in a spectacular 
worship service, dedication ceremony and 
celebration luncheon on October 5. 

Donors to this project were: John and 
Rhonda Barr, Deborah Beermann and 
David Van Dusseldorp, Liz Bolin, 
Richard and Ann Burton, David and 
Norma Carlson, John and Linda Clark, 

Hummer Bell Taskforce 2025 Annual Report 

Submitted by John Barr, Elder, HBTF convenor 

For 177 years, First Presbyterian Church has been interested in having its stolen ñHummer Bellò 
returned. Many years ago, long-time FPC member Helen Sheets was able to view the ñOld 
Bellò (subsequently called the ñNauvoo Bellò) lying on the ground in a fenced storage yard in Salt 
Lake City. A wonderful historical narrative and embedded video can be found at: őƣƣƓƚаоо
ŰĲƽƚƖŸŸůЮĦőƨƖĦőŸŉŢĲƚƨƚĦőƖŔƚƣЮŸƖŊоċƖƣŔĦũĲоƖŔŰŊŔŰŊ-ƣƖƨĲ-ċŉƣĲƖ-ΝΤΤ-ǃĲċƖ-ċ-ƚƣŸũĲŰ-ĤĲũũ-ƖĲƣƨƖŰƚ-őŸůĲ-
ċƚ-ċ-ƚǃůĤŸũ-Ÿŉ-ƨŰŔƣǃ (To access, photograph with a phone camera, and click on this link.) 

Keith Erekson, Nancy Gardner, Ann Grosscup, Amy and 
Jason Hackman, Christine Kolarik, Tom and Wanda 
Martin, Kathy Maxey, Kenneth and Christine Miller, 
William and Sharon Oglesby, Daissy Owen, Doran 
Pearson, in memory of Sally Rickey, Nancy Ross, Perry 
and Becky Ross, Darin and Tammy Schroeder, Helen 
Sheets, Greg and Jeri Smith, Jerry and MaryEllen Stamp, 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Maeleen 
Thorius, in memory of Sharon Van Dusseldorp, in memory 
of Richard and Joyce Van Duyn, Glenn and Audrey Van 
Roekel, Jeanie Wade-Nagle, Martha and Teddy Willard, 
Janet Williams, Bob and Millie Youngquist. 

FPC member and friend donations amounted to $24,670, 
with an additional $12,000 matched by FPC Endowment 
and Memorial (E and M) Committee, and $18,100 
received in contributions from The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake City), yielding a total of 
$54,770 raised for the project. Since the total cost for the 
project was $44,369.28, we were able to return $10,400.72 
to the E and M Committee to help fund additional projects 
before the end of 2025. 

Per approval by Session, our larger bell is rung at 10 a.m., 
reminding the neighborhood of our presence, while the 
Hummer Bell is rung at 10:20 a.m. as our Call to Worship. 

Navoo Bell ð Salt Lake City Pastor Nathan         Dedication Lunch  Helen Sheets ð reunited 
    at dedication     with our Hummer Bell 

https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/ringing-true-after-177-year-a-stolen-bell-returns-home-as-a-symbol-of-unity
https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/ringing-true-after-177-year-a-stolen-bell-returns-home-as-a-symbol-of-unity
https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/ringing-true-after-177-year-a-stolen-bell-returns-home-as-a-symbol-of-unity


 

 

Columbarium Committee 2025 Annual Report  

    Submitted by Tammy Schroeder 

The First Presbyterian Church Columbarium offers a simple, dignified alternative to traditional burial 
as a final resting place for loved ones and, along with its garden, provides a space for meditation and 
prayer. The Columbarium fulfills the churchôs obligation to serve its members from baptism to death.  

Physically, the 
Columbarium is a round 
structure of Dakota 
mahogany granite with 96 
niches capable of 
interning the ashes of 192 
individuals. 

In 2025, there were two 
niche requests and two 
interments; we currently 
have 37 niches available.  

Gifts to the 
Columbariumôs General 
Fund are used for the 
perpetual care of the area. 

At the close of 2025, the Columbarium General Fund had a balance 
of $12,730.00. Memorial and Endowment gifts may also be made.  

If you would like to learn more about Interment, call the church 
office to schedule a planning appointment with Tammy Schroeder. 

The family of Richard and Marilou Gay 
replaced the plants circling the Columbarium. 

A red-tailed hawk enjoying  
the shade of the Columbarium 

Youth tending the flame to begin the Easter Vigil service 

Childrenôs corner in Ryerson  
Hall engage children 

Our youth in action 


