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Sundays 
 
Nursery Care  10:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Fellowship following service 
 
  

2701 Rochester Avenue 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
319-351-2660 
www.firstpresiowacity.org 
 

Welcome to FPC!  
Our prayer is that all will be 
blessed by the Word read and 
proclaimed as we are bound 
together by the Spirit as a 
community of faith.  
Children are invited to 
participate in our worship and 
welcome as loved, squirmy, 
laughing, crying children of 
God. We have busy bags for 
younger children and binders for 
young readers to help them in 
their journey, and a staffed 
nursery is available for children 
5 and under. 
 
  

WPlease rise, in body or spirit. 
  

Bold lines are spoken or sung by 
All. Non-bold lines are spoken 
or sung by one.  
  
  

Please be seated by a Gathered 
Community Pad and sign in so 
that we may have a record of 
your time with us.  
 
  
  

 
  
 
 
 
 

We seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ and 
his call to the realm of God: the practice of justice, 
mercy and faith. Our mission is represented by the 

Celtic cross, a shepherd’s crook, the extension of 
the right arm of fellowship into the world and the 

church’s hospitality toward the world. 
   
  August 23, 2026 

 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
   

 
Prelude  Amazing Grace arr. Jay Althouse 

 

Greeting Psalm 118: 24 
This is the day that God has made. | We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

WGathering Hymn 719  Come, Labor On 

 

WCall to Confession   
In the midst of change and disruption, it is easy for fear to overcome us. 
Come to confess the times our fears have led us to act against God and 
neighbor. 

 

WPrayer of Communal Confession 
Gracious and most merciful God, we have sinned against you in 
thought and word and deed, both in what we have done and in what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole hearts; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In fear, we have lashed out 
and then been silent in our shame. In power, we have not thought of 
those people we might help or hinder, hurt or heal. Forgive us, God, 
for these and all our sins.  

 

WTime of Individual Confession   

WWords of Assurance 
Hear this Good News: Jesus shared our fears and our temptations. 
Knowing how we felt, he still went to the cross and from there forgave us. 
Amen.  

 

WConfessional Response 99 v2 My Soul Gives Glory to My God 
 

My God has done great things for me: yes, ho-ly is God’s name. 
All peo-ple will de-clare me blessed, and bless-ings they shall claim. 

 

WThe Peace  
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. | And also with you. 
The people may exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love. 

 

Sung Prayer for Illumination 395 v1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
We sing verse 1 before the reading of scripture, and respond to scripture with 
verse 3 following the reading. 

 

Blessed Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our 
thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you. By 

your gospel true and holy, teach us Lord, to love you solely. 
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The First Lesson Psalm 124 ©Order of St. Helena 
If God had not been on our side, let Israel now say; 
If God had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us, 
Then would they have swallowed us up alive in their fierce anger toward us; 
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over 
us; 
Then would the raging waters have gone right over us. 
Blessed be God, who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is 
broken, and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the Name of God, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Sung Response 395 v3   Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
All children, if they are so moved, are invited to gather on the steps as we sing. 

Glo-rious Lord, your-self im-part, Light of Light, from God  
pro-ceed-ing. Touch our lips and ears and heart;  help us by your 

Spir-it’s plead-ing. Hear the cry your church now rais-es;  
hear, and bless our prayers and prais-es.  

 

 
Children’s Time and Blessing of the Backpacks and Lesson Plans (pages 6-7) 

In today’s children’s time, we invite people going back to school this week to 
bring a symbol of their work and study; backpacks, pencils, computers, 
lesson plans, or whatever else may mark the moment for you.  

 

ONE: This Sunday, before the school bells ring, we invite all children who 
will be returning to school this week to come forward for a blessing. Those 
of you who have your hearts full of hopes, uncertainties and dreams for this 
new year, come forward. 
 

ONE: In the name of God our Parent, and God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
GATHERED: Amen 
ONE: In the book of Romans, St. Paul encourages us to be transformed by 
the renewing of our minds, so that we may discern what is the will of God – 
what is good, acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2b). When Jesus was 
twelve, he went with his parents to Jerusalem. He stayed in the temple, 
listening to and asking questions of the teachers there. Will you do your best 
to listen and learn from the teachers in your school this year? If so, please 
say: “We will and we ask God to help us!” 
 

GATHERED: We will and we ask God to help us! 
 

ONE: Proverbs 3:5 tells us to trust in the Lord with all our heart and not to 
rely on what we think we know. If we remember the Lord, the Lord will 
show us the right way. Will you trust God and look for signs of God’s 
presence as you go through your school day? If so, say, “We will and we ask 
God to help us.” 
GATHERED: We will and we ask God to help us! 
ONE: (Lifting a backpack) For all the good things God has provided for us, 
let us join in praise and thanksgiving. For pens, pencils, crayons and 
markers, 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 
ONE: For notebooks, paper and folders, calculators and student planners, 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 
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My Soul Gives Glory to My God © 1978, 
1987 Medical Mission Sisters Doxology 
text © 1990 Neal Weatherhogg We 
Come to You for Healing, Lord words by 
Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.© 2006 GIA 
Publications, Inc Reprinted and/or 
streamed with OneLicense.net license  
A-703444.   

ONE: For these special students: in preschool, elementary, junior high or 
middle school, in senior high school, college or vocational school; for all 
their different talents and gifts; and for their insights and commitment to 
learning, 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 
ONE: As you prepare to go back to school this week, you can bring to God 
your fears, wonderings and uncertainties about what this new year will 
bring. Will you invite God to walk with you as you encounter each new day? 
If so, please say, “We will and we ask God to help us.” 
ALL: We will and we ask God to help us. 
ONE: Will you pray for those who prepare for school without backpacks to 
fill and those throughout the world who have only a dream of being a 
student some day? Will you pray for them, share what you have with them, 
and offer kind and encouraging words? If so, then say, “We will and we ask 
God to help us.” 
GATHERED: We will and we ask God to help us. 
The prayer continues with the following litany 
 

PULPIT SIDE : Crayons, 
PIANO SIDE: Pencils, 
PULPIT SIDE Scissors, 
PIANO SIDE: and glue 
ONE: Backpacks, school bags, pencil boxes, too. 
PULPIT SIDE Getting up early, 
PIANO SIDE: Walking, 
PULPIT SIDE So very much to learn. 
PIANO SIDE: So many to help: 
PULPIT SIDE: Teachers, counselors, principals 
PIANO SIDE: Bus drivers, secretaries 
PULPIT SIDE Cooks, librarians and janitors, too. 
ONE: God is with us in our learning and in all that we do. 
PULPIT SIDE Riding 
PIANO SIDE: or taking the bus 
ONE: New teacher, new classmates; new subjects to learn. 
ALL: We thank you, God, for the resources and school supplies 
that help our children and students of all ages learn. We thank you for 
children and all involved in our children’s education. We ask you to 
bless workers with children, the children of this extended community, 
and persons of all ages who seek to learn and to grow. Amen. 1 

 

The Second Lesson Exodus 1:8-2:10   Pew Bible, Old Testament, p.45  
  

Response  
The words of the prophets for the people of God. | Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn 324 For All the Faithful Women  
 

Message  “Powerful Resistance”  Pastor Nathan Willard 
 

Anthem  Peace Like a River  Buryl Red 
 

 
 
 

 
1 From: https://thevicarofhogsmeade.wordpress.com/2010/08/20/litany-of-the-blessing-of-the-backpacks-and-backpack-blessing/ 
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Preparation for Prayer 796 v4 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
We will sing again after the Silent Prayer 
  

Through nights of pain and wake-ful-ness, through days when 
strength runs low, grant us your gift of pa-tience, Lord,  

your calm-ing peace to know. 
  

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer  
During the prayers of the people, please respond to the words “God in 
your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.”  

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Moment for Mission 
In our Moment for Mission, we shine a light on a ministry supported by 
First Presbyterian Church, and how our commitment of Time, Talent and 
Treasure affects the world around us. Boxes for tithes and offerings are 
at the back of the sanctuary, and we invite you to give to the mission of 
the church on your way in or out of the church.  

  

 WDoxology 607  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; 
Praise Christ, all peo-ple here be-low; 
Praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev-er-more; 
Praise Tri-une God, whom we a-dore. Amen. 

 

Commissioning 
 

WSending Hymn (next page) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name 
 

WCharge and Blessing 
 

Postlude  Amazing Grace arr. Iain Farrington 
 
 

Want to give 
online? 

Scan our QR 
Code or text 

FPCIC to 73256 
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING  
Preacher:  Pastor Nathan Willard 
  

Ministry of Music: AJ Cerniglia, Devin Smith, 
Mahala Smith, Lee Tippe 

  

Liturgist: Maeleen Thorius 
  

Ushers: Sarah Beerends family 
  

Deacon Greeter: Alex Voss 
 

Elder: Dan Thedens 
  

Fellowship: Debbie Beermann 

Communion will be served 
next Sunday, August 30. 

Tuesday, Aug 25 
11:30 am FPC Book Club 
4 pm ESL class, Rm 4 
5 pm Citizenship class, Rm 4 
7 pm Stewardship, Zoom 
7 pm Personnel, Zoom 
 

Wednesday, August 26 
6 pm Compeer Board mtg, Coover 
7pm Sight Reading class, Choir room 
 

Thursday, Aug 27 
5 pm ESL class, Rm 4 
 

Sunday, August 30 
9:15 am Nursery Open, lower level 
9:30 am CE kickoff Potluck Breakfast 
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Fellowship, Ryerson Hall 
5 pm Youth Group Potluck and activities 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
William Fecko 
william.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST AND INTERIM DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

AJ Cerniglia 
aj.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
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Every month, FPC members go to Cedar 
Rapids to support Iowa City residents making 
scheduled check-ins with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement in Cedar Rapids. We 
head out around 7 in the morning and are 
usually back well before noon. If you want to 
join in this act of mercy and compassion 
September 1, reach out to Ann Grosscup. 

Will Fecko, Director of Music, will be offering an introductory 
music-reading classes on Wednesday nights at 7 pm for the next 
three weeks 
This is specifically geared towards singing/choral music. 
Whether you're interested in joining the choir or just looking to 
enrich yourself with a new skill, I'd love to see you!  

Fellowship Time Opportunity - Sundays, September 6, 13, 27  
Sign up by calling the office at 319-351-2660, use the binder in Ryerson Hall. 

Houses into Homes transforms empty living spaces into safe, comfortable 
homes by delivering essential furnishings with unconditional positive 
regard to people in Johnson County, Iowa. 
 

Join us this October 17, from 9am – 1pm, for a House into Homes 
workday.  
This is part of FPC’s ongoing efforts to Spread Kindness.  
 

Stop the table outside of Ryerson Hall to sign up to help.  
Sue Van Duyn will contact you later with more information. 
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Friends of Pasrur Annual Scholarship Campaign 
Jane Cranston, Friends of Pasrur, Cheryl Burke, PEB, and Pastor Nathan Willard 

 
Mehwish was a young Christian girl in Pakistan from an impoverished 
family. Many Christians in Pakistan are impoverished, due to 
persecution and prejudice. Although her father worked, they still lived 
on the street and struggled to have enough to eat. Every morning at 
about 4 AM she and her mother would go to where the vegetable stands 
were setting up. They would find whatever scraps had fallen to the 
ground: (vegetable leaves and trimmings in general) and collect them 

and bring them home for the family to eat. One morning, one of the vegetable sellers told her 
mother about the Pasrur Christian Girls school and the scholarships they provided to Christian 
girls. Her parents took her to the school and her new life began. She blossomed into a student 
who had a future full of possibilities. She is happy and successful at the school and her parents 
filled with hope for a positive future. 
 
What does she find at the Pasrur Girls School? The Presbyterian Education Board has a 
dedicated academic department that develops curriculum and resources to ensure students are 
taught in engaging and effective ways. Academic staff regularly visit schools to provide training, 
support, and classroom monitoring. Most importantly, PEB is blessed with teachers and 
principals who are deeply committed to their students and to the mission of the organization…In 
addition to ongoing training throughout the school year, PEB hosts an annual teacher training 
event each summer. While PEB’s own academic team is now able to provide much of the 
training and support, visiting trainers continue to play an important role by offering 
encouragement, fresh perspectives, and specialized expertise.  
 
The cost of a yearly scholarship at the boarding school is $600, or $1.65 a day. This will 
supply the girls with tuition, room and board, books and school uniforms. Many students are 
sponsored by smaller contributions, from more than one donor. Now, while you have the time, 
and presence of mind. Why not do something beyond yourself? Something that touches the 
future? Something truly remarkable. Help us to send impoverished Christian girls to school.  And 
if you have experience teaching Pre-K through 8th grade and would be interested in joining a 
training team in July 2027, we would love to put you in touch with the PEB team. FPC member 
Elaine Markuson was one of the first people to head to Pakistan and help prepare the way for the 
hundreds of girls that we have sponsored over the past 20 years. 

There is a bulletin board for Pasrur in the Fellowship Hall, which has donor forms and 
envelopes. On the back of the donor forms are instructions for automatic withdrawal. You can 
drop them off at the church office. You can also donate online:  https://firstpresiowacity.org/ 

 


