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Dear Church, In your few days before Easter, | invite you to
think about all the questions the scripture
leaves unanswered, all the questions that arise
from deep reading, and all the questions that
you bring to the Easter season. Then, join us on
the 19th as we keep our vigil and welcome new
members, young and less young, into the
church. Join us for our potluck breakfast, egg
hunt, and joyful worship on the 20th. And leave
Much like Christmas Eve, Easter Sunday carries with it your questions aside for a few hours to simply celebrate the
different traditions in the Bible. We have different stories world in which we live, the world that Jesus came to, and the
about how Jesus’s death comes about, different stories about hope that he brings to all of us.
who is responsible (is it God, or is it humans? Is it that Jesus

was predestined to die, or that his ministry led humans to

condemn him?), different stories about what happened after Pastor Nathan
(did the women at the tomb spread the gospel, or did they

We are only days away from Easter here
at FPC! This year, we will celebrate the
resurrection with trumpet and trombone |
(also French horn and tuba), if not
timbrels as we remind one another that
not even death itself can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Grace and Peace,

remain silent? Did Jesus return to rebuke Thomas, or reveal
himself to people on the road to Emmaus, or appear at a
lakeside campfire? Or all of them?), and generations of
different stories about what it all meant (does Jesus’s
resurrection free us from the fear of death, and save us into
selfless life? Is Jesus's life somehow a ransom to be paid to

God? Did Jesus die instead of us in payment for the sins of Easter Morning

humanity? Or was his death a payment of the debt that we YOU’RE INVITED to join us for a joyful Sunday
accrued? Did Jesus’s death defeat evil in the world once and morning celebration this Easter!

for all? Or something else entirely?). Begin your day at 9:30 with a potluck breakfast, bring

your favorite dish to share.

At 10 a.m., children through 5th grade can join in an
Easter Egg Hunt in the lower level of FPC.

Easter worship will begin at 10:30, filled with
celebration and hope.
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Deacon Ministry Insights

Hello! My name is Mary Linn. | am a member of the
FPC Board of Deacons. | would like to make you aware
of the new Deacons’ photo board in the narthex. Each
Deacon’s photo is displayed there with their name and
special assignment. Take a look and get to know this

hardworking group!

I’d like to tell you a little more about the Board of ; s

Deacons... Fore = .
WHO THEY HRE -#WHAT THEY DO

Mission:

The Board of Deacons has the primary responsibility for Here some of the ministries of the Board of Deacons:
coordinating and overseeing the Church’s ministries of "
caring and compassion in support of those in the
Church family who are in need, are sick, are friendless
or are in distress. The Deacons’ ministry of sympathy,
witness and service includes ministering to the sick and

caring and connecting by touching base with
those who are suffering and to attend to the
joys, concerns and needs of the congregation.

*  serving as a liaison with Congregational Health

at-home members of the Church, assisting the Elders in Ministry.

serving communion, and administering the Deacons’ *  serving as Sunday front door greeters.

Emergency Relief Fund. *  monitoring the online prayer chain.

Number and Term: *  sending cards to hospitalized members,
birthday cards to those 80 years or older, and

The number of Deacons shall be tWeIVe, with four cards to celebrate a birth or to those Suffering

elected each year by the congregation at the annual a loss.

mggting ona three-year'rotating basis. A Dea?con is *  welcoming a new baby.

eligible for two consecutive full terms. You will note %

sending care packages to FPC members away at
college or in the military.

*  offering meals or appointment transportation
to members via the Caring Connection online

that the number of Deacons has changed. In the past
the Board of Deacons was larger, but it has been harder
to find folks who might agree to be a Deacon and our
congregation is now smaller in number. For several

years a pair of Deacons was assigned care to a sign-up.

geographical neighborhood. After much thought and *  coordinating and participating with the Ruling

consideration the Board of Deacons agreed that the Elders during in-person worship and Extended

Deacons would care for the whole Church as one big Table communion.

family. This way we feel that each Deacon is available *  participating with all other FPC groups

to help or work according to their gifts with any or all of providing after-worship food fellowship and

those who are in need. clean-up, as well as dinner for Youth Group and
Summer VBX.

Officers and Ministry:

The Board of Deacons has two officers: Ann Grosscup is
the Moderator and Sue Van Duyn, the Secretary-
Treasurer. The Moderator assigns special tasks or work
to individual Deacon as the need arises.

EAT OUT GROUP
April 24 at 6 p.m.

Hosts: Glenn and Audrey Van Roekel
The signup sheet is located in the
narthex, or call the church office at
319-351-2660.
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One Great Hour of Sharing — Our First PC(USA) 2025 Special Offering

Following World War Il, Protestant churches in the U.S. appealed for relief and reconstruction of devastated areas,
primarily in Europe and Asia. A program called “One Great Hour”, broadcast on March 26, 1949, closed with a request
that listeners attend their local church and make a sacrificial contribution. It was estimated that more than 75,000
churches worldwide participated. The next year, the offering was repeated, using the name “One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS)”. OGHS is the single largest way Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world.

Three programs are supported by this offering:
e 32% goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
e 36% to the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP)
e 32% for the Self-Development of People (SDOP)

Each program works in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to
ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

In 2023, OGHS outcomes have included:
$6.1 million granted by PDA for 27 U.S. states and 46 countries.

e 131 National Response Team members were deployed to 46 presbyteries.
e 116,273 Gift of Heart kits and blankets distributed in partnership with Church World Service.

e 84 PHP grants, totaling $1.1 million, impacting the U.S. and 19
countries.

e 304 certified Earth Care congregations across the U.S. helped care
for creation.

Since SDOP’s inception, over 5,000 projects in economically poor
communities in the U.S. and around the world have provided the
opportunity to develop solutions to their own challenges.

Additional detailed information about these three OGHS programs can be
found at https://pcusa.org/pda, https://pcusa.org/hunger, and https://
pcusa.org/sdop.

There are four differently focused PCUSA Special Offerings each year. Please
be joyful and generous in giving to each, with the first being One Great Hour
of Sharing.

Donations are being accepted through Easter Sunday, April 20,
and can made via our website at https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ | PDA and non-profit Juneli

or on Sundays using the OGHS offering envelop (with your name noted or by | Nepal partnered to provide safe,
check payable to First Presbyterian Church, with One Great Hour in the clean drinking water to the village

memo line.) of Gorkha after earthquakes.

_e—————————1M

WHAT DO WE NEED WITH APRIL SHOWERS? SOAP OF COURSE!

For the month of April we will be collecting all types of soaps; from hand soap I
to laundry detergent and everything in between.

BRING YOUR DONATIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK TO RYERSON HALL. J
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Gun Violence Prevention and the PC(USA)

Submitted by Temple Hiatt, FPC Member
templehiatt(@yahoo.com

Last year, the U.S. Surgeon General declared firearm violence in America a public health crisis and confirmed guns
are the leading cause of death for children and adolescents in America. Preventing gun violence is a multifaceted
effort. While assisting with food or housing insecurities does indirectly prevent gun violence, now is the time to be
more direct.

Everyone, including our congregation, has a role to play in preventing gun violence. If we are to stop lowa from
continuing to outpace national gun violence percentages, we must take bold action and have difficult
conversations. Our children deserve to live free from gun violence.

| helped craft “An Overture Calling for Action so that Children May Live Free from Gun Violence”
that unanimously passed the General Assembly. This year, I'm helping the PC (USA) partner with the Be SMART for
Kids program.

The Be SMART for Kids program helps normalize conversations about unsecure access to firearms. The steps are:

Secure all guns in homes and vehicles.
Model responsible behavior around guns. @
Ask about the presence of unsecured firearms in other s [1 A R T Secure Gun Storage
homes your child visits. Saves Kids' Lives
Recognize the role of guns in suicide.
Tell your peers to Be SMART.

Later this spring FPC’s Reconciliation Ministry will be hosting the Be SMART presentation. | hope you will join
me in learning more about these lifesaving conversations and the steps we can all take to create a culture of
responsible gun ownership where children can live free from gun violence.

FPC JuBELLation Handbell Choir Participates in Area Music Festival

Area VIII Handbell Musicians of America handbell festival was held on Friday, March 28 and Saturday, March 29.
This event, held at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, had over 60 participants from as far away as Des Moines
and Cedar Falls. During the festival, renowned handbell music arranger and director Lee Afdahl worked with the
ringers in preparation for a public performance held at the end of the day.
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by May | to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!
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April 15-30 //Birthday \ May 1-15
4/15 Maeleen Thorius 4/23 Rachel Marsh 5/4  Kory May 5/10 JimJacobus
4/16 Calvin Martin 4/23 Zephyr Kennerly g/g ka”yg’r””er gﬁg 2’“"'3 P\?e'ps
4/17 Candace Wiebener  4/24 Matthew Morgan 5;6 sz:)eertelggti(rerer 5/12 DL;Sr?: Scir;oeL::J»g;
4/19 Jam.le Helmick 4/26 Ann IVIIU|Ienburg. 5/7 Leah Bergman 5/13 Cynthia Chou-Liang
4/21 Geri Schaefer 4/27 Lorelei Youngquist 5/7 Kathy Clifton 5/14 Devin Smith
4/22 Bruce Guither 4/30 Bill Preucil 5/7 AuroraKennerly 5/15 Taylor Johnston
4/22 Rachel Smith 5/9 Debbie Torrens-
4/23 Jenny Kirschling Semler
W dourd b Lo
e extend our deepest sympathy: TN
- Known-

#4 To Joan Maxwell, and the = :
@ family and friends of Paul to have been \=="<"¢

> | Maxwell, who died on March HOSpjtaljzed

| Celebartion of Life service on

i J March 21.

Congratulations!
Freya Wren Waikel, was born April 2, 2025, to

{‘(" .
parents Haily Bay and Dominic Waikel and big ! : .j]?ﬂ M _/)
brother Dexter Waikel. The elated grandparents L
are Nile and Heather Fay and great grand parent, Duane McNeal.

Brian Kleise and
Daissy Owen.

Life Is 3 Gift

You're Invited!
Easter Sunday

April 20

Join us for a joyful Sunday morning
celebration this Easter!

MORNING AT Fpcy

Start your day with a delicious
potluck breakfast, bring your favorite

P O T L U C K B R E A K F A S T dish to share, breakfast at 9:30 a.m.

9-30 A.M. At 10 a.m., children through 5th
grade can join in an Easter Egg Hunt
EASTER EGG HUNT in the lower level of FPC!

Our Easter Sunday worship service
will begin at 10:30 a.m., filled with
celebration and hope.

STARTS AT 10 A.M.
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We are happy to announce that we have |2 different youth
participants attending these two Summer Programs!

] : . &
x July2831,2025
- Lonisville, l(zntucky[b € e +

org

Summer camp for current 6th—8th Graders. Summer camp for High Schoolers!

Sunday, June 8-Friday, June 13, 2025 Sunday, July 27—Friday, August 1, 2025

Join the FPC Book Club!

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg

On April 29 at 11:30 a.m., we will Needles, Hook and Yarn

~'3  come together to discuss The Cider

\ House Rules by John Irving. Meet in
J = Room 14 on the lower level of the
V2

o

0

o

3 o
N\ ) church or by Zoom. i:x
;(\/’/4: For more information and for the n
o

o

o

o

>

Join this bunch of lively stitchers as
we work on projects and enjoy each
others’ company.

o]
L
9
April 26,9-11 a.m. ﬁ
9]
o]
L
0

\Q ; Zoom link, contact Mary Linn

J
imLnn@aol.com.

/\” $ Meeting at the Eastside Panera

» ) Need more info? Call Tammy
Schroeder at 319-351-2660.

ojetotolotetoletotoletetole e

iy

June 14, 2025, A Kindness Activity with
Congregational Health and Houses into Homes

Lave
Please consider volunteering to help move household items with Houses into Homes. ‘?Zf, p
This is a great volunteer activity for families and individuals from junior high to S
adulthood. First Presbyterian Church will load a moving van and help needy familiesin % Mb
our community to make their house into a real home. Last September, we helped set up \ ‘<=
six homes with 20 of our FPC friends and members. Please contact Sue Van Duyn (319— ‘M,
338-4132) or Tammy Schroeder with any questions. We would love to have you join us

in this worthy cause!
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YOUTH Check out What's Happening in the Youth PM Programming!

We have a lot happening in the next month— between Easter,
Confirmation students Confirmed, Youth Sunday, Biggest Game Yet and
of the year. Whew! It's a rush to the end but God is so very good to us!
What amazing opportunities we have!

5p.m. | 6 p.m. | 7p-m.
Sunday, April 20 NO Youth Programs; Happy Easter!
Sunday, April 27 Junior High | Dinner Together | High School Youth
Sunday, May 4 4-7 p-m. FINAL YOUTH SUNDAY PREP + Potluck
Sunday, May 11 NO Youth Programs; Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 18 4—7 p-m. THE BIGGEST GAME YET... End of Program Year + Potluck

SAVE THE DATE!
The Christian Education Ministry invites

( you to a youth planned and led worship
/ / service on Sunday, May 11!

Come see youth of all ages reimagine what

/SUNDAY worship can be!

VBX 2025 ANNOUNCED!
Join us August 3-7, 2025 for JUST LIKE ME!

This is how they describe the program:
Everyone has a song to sing and a gift to bring! This is
hke especially true in our community garden. Each member of the
Garden Group is unique, and we need each of their gifts to
make our garden thrive. Just like the characters in the Bible
stories we learn each day, our gardeners know that the
things that make them different are also the things that
make them special!

digging in & growing deep

Youth sign-ups start Easter Sunday, April 20.
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First Presbyterian Church Public Office Hours:

2701 Rochester Ave. 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Monday—Thursday

lowa Cjty, lowa 52245 except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660

WWW. ﬁrstpresiowacity .org

PARENTSNIGHT QUT

iNJOY ADULT TIME
WIrHNOGOSTC IILD GARE!
..« FRIDAY, MAY 20

5:00 - 7:30P X

at First Pre soyt'ermn Church
. 2701 Rochester Ave, lowa City

INVITE OTHER FAMILIES!

Infant to 5th grade
Dinner provided

O
. o Lower Lavel

RSVP to Lara Marsh at marshlara5@gmail.com

1

First Presbyterian Church

PASTOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Nathan Willard Tammy Foster
nathan.willard @firstpresi owacity.org tamm yfoster@ﬁrstpresiowaci ty.org

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Anna Sheetz Tammy Schroeder
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacigl. Ol‘g tammy schroeder@ﬁrstpreswwaaty org
CONGREGATIONAL ACCOMPANIST MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING
Amy Cerniglia Krista Livingston

am)/ cermgha@ﬁrstpreswwaat)/ Ol'g ﬁnance@ﬁrstpreﬂowaat] Ol‘g

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC SEXTON

Katelyn Peterson Gerald Hill

April 21,
the Monday after Easter.

katelyn. peterson @)Jrirstpresiowacity. org gerald.hill @firstpresiowacity. org
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