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Dear Church-

I’'m writing this note the week after Easter, and so
still have the events of the last week on my mind.

| don’t know about you, but | was deeply moved by
all our Holy Week worship services, beginning with
the youth running through the sanctuary with Palms
and ending with our sunny, joyful, and triumphant
exit from Sunday’s morning service. From the new
and old voices sharing the stories of Jesus’s
crucifixion, to welcoming 8 new members during
the Vigil and its uplifting bell choir postlude, and
then on to a brass fanfare to begin Sunday’s service,
| felt joined in Jesus’s journey to the cross and
beyond.

In a culture where scarcity is masked, we sometimes
lose sense of the traditional rhythms that defined
most of Christian history. Going from the
excitement of Christmas, to the excitement of
basketball season and then onto the excitement of
Easter, we sometimes miss Holy Week for the peak
that it is. Without the absence of food that marked
late winter and early spring in a northern
hemisphere agricultural society, we miss the

DS

Come to the
Table

Communion Dates for the rest of the year:

May 24 Pentecost Sunday

June 7

July 12

August 23

October 4 World Communion Sunday
November 1  All Saints Sunday

November 29 First Sunday of Advent

extravagance of an
Easter brunch. With
artificial light, we
miss the miracle that :
is another hour or -
two of sunshine. And
so even though we recognize the importance of
Easter in the church year, it is not quite the peak
that it might have been a few hundred years ago.
That’s one reason I’'m glad to have as many services
as we do—our services remind us of the journey we
are all on, and give us the opportunity to re-create
some of the emotional roller coaster of the final
days of Jesus’s life.

Message
from Our

Pastor

These services remind me, too, of all the ways in
which church remains the people—a dozen
liturgists and communion servers, acolytes, fire-
tenders, instrumental and vocal musicians, liturgical
planners, visual designers, streamers and audio
engineers, bulletin designers, cake and flower-
organizers, people to decorate the sanctuary,
greeters and ushers, and the congregation gathered
for worship. It is when we are together that Christ is
among us, also. So | want to thank all the people
who, week in and week out, create the world in
which we can experience all that God has to offer,
especially this week. As we serve together, we join
the disciples as they accompany Jesus, and imagine
what it means to carry on Jesus’s ministry in his
absence.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Nathan
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Just a few photos from Holy Week

Palm Sunday - Hosanna on the Highest! Breezy start to the Vigil service
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We welcome Sarah Beerends, Corey Pass, Lori Pass, Bill Quinn, Kristi Quinn,
Matt Spellman, Carol Wheeler, and Mark Witmer into church membership.

t
)

i/

-~ .

Easter Vigil

during the

Being receive

New Members after their examination with Session
on Palm Sunday.
Kristi Quinn, Bill Quinn, Corey Pass, Lori Pass, Carol
. Wheeler, Matt Spellman, and Brian Bates.
Sarah Beerends and Mark Witmer (not pictured— they
| snuck off to choir practice!)

. . ”
What do we need with April Showers? Join the FPC Book Club on April 28,

Soap of course!

. . . he group discusses
For the month of April, we will be collecting ALL ast > ~3
types of soaps; from hand soap to laundry detergent An pnﬁnlshed Love §torv by § }\
and everything in between. Bring your donations for Doris Kearns Goodwin. A

the CommUnity Food Bank to Ryerson Hall.

4

CommUnity

Crisis Services and Food Bank”

Q
Meet in person at 11:30 am \://)
Yz

in Room 14 or via Zoom. For \Qq L
more information, contact J
Mary Linn jmLnn@aol.com.

® o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
® o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication

by May 1 to tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

April 15-30 May 1-15
Maeleen Thorius 15 Kory May 4
Calvin Martin 16 Larry Bruner 6
Candace Wiebener 17 Kate Degner 6
Geri Schaefer 21 Robert Ketterer 6
Bruce Guither 22 Leah Bergman 7
Rachel Smith 22 Kathy Clifton 7
Zephyr Kennerly 23 Aurora Kennerly 7
Jenny Kirschling 23 Debbie Torrens-Semler 9
Rachel Marsh 23 Mike Phelps 10
Matthew Morgan 24 Susan Van Duyn 10
Ann Muilenburg 26 Ashley Nicholson 11
Lorelei Youngquist 27 Darin Schroeder 12
Matt Spellman 28 Cynthia Chou-Liang 13
Bill Preucil 30 Devin Smith 14

Taylor Johnston 15

Thank you to Pastor Nathan and everyone involved in the
_services for Jim Jacobus on January 12, 2026. We also want
‘to express gratitude to everyone who helped with meals
“while Jim was in hospice care.

Peace & Love, The Jacobus and Schomberg Families

Tanner Richard Mondul was born March 24

to Jane (Burton) & Corey Mondul.
Tanner was welcomed home by big sister, Maren. WELCOME T0
Proud grandparents are Richard & Ann Burton and THE WORLD
equally proud aunt Sara. 0
LITTLE ONE

{1‘\'\¢(

4 /I$ / Congratulations to David Ramotowski
on his PhD Dissertation Defense on

- % A — April 12.
o /“{X\\ =
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Thank you to Sharon Raffensperger, Jeri Smith and Nancy Gardner for
all their help packing and moving boxes to get my sister, Eileen’s,
apartment cleaned out! Also, thanks to Rick Boland, Travis Martin,
John Barr, and Dan Katalinich for moving furniture, boxes, and bringing
pick up trucks to transfer items to our garage. | didn’t get your photos,
but you were an immense help and | deeply appreciate it!

Thanks again - Liz Bolin

A
.
]
'..
-]
3

Join in the honoring Tammy Foster’s retirement from FPC.

After many years of dedicated service to FPC, Tammy Foster retired from her administrative
role at the end of March. Tammy joined the FPC staff in 1993 and has been the backbone of the
office and a constant source of support. Over the years, she has worked with numerous changes
in our congregation’s journey, she has worked with countless pastors, church staff, elders, and
deacons. Tammy has adapted to major shifts in tools and technologies needed for her work and
she has held several titles within the church’s constantly evolving staffing structure. She has
been the steady foundation of FPC’s daily operations and a wealth of institutional knowledge.
Throughout her tenure, she served the church with poise and grace. We will miss her greatly.

On Sunday, April 26, we will honor Tammy's service to FPC during the after-worship
fellowship. Please join us to thank her and wish her well as she steps down from her position,
but she will not be leaving the church.

What: PNO is an evening for parents to enjoy some adult

time

knowing their child(ren) are taken care of by caring adult

volunteers.

‘ When: Friday, May 22, from 5:00-7:30, dinner included

B »  Who: Children from infant to 5th grade are invited to join in

an evening of fun activities.

Where: Lower level of the church

Questions? Please contact Nancy Gardner at
nancy.hayes.gardner@gmail.com

To register your child for PNO, please go to

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E44ADAE2AA57-63400636-parentsi#t/

Adults and older youth volunteers are needed to make PNO a success.
Can you help?
Nursery and youth supervisors
Kitchen angels (prepare dinner)
Food shopper (pick up food items for the evening)
Please go to this link to sign up
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E44ADAE2AA57-63400636-parents#/
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Christian Education Update

During Lent, FPC's youth began planning a Youth Sunday service of worship for
Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day). Mark your calendars for a fun morning of "

. . . . . Interim Director of
worship, where youth will share their gifts with music, liturgy and more. CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION

This summer, "bee" excited for an exciting Vacation Bible Experience!
Helpful Hive: Bee-ing a Blessing will be held Sunday through Thursday evenings between 5:30-
8:00pm, August 2-6. This brand new curriculum from two lowa pastors, who are also parents,
combines spiritual growth with local mission and lots of fun. Check out the VBX bulletin board in
Ryerson Hall and sign up to join our hive! Registration form available on page 11 as well as the

CE corner in Ryerson Hall.
OUR
My /7€ ¢/ As we look ahead to the summer, several families have already RSVP’d for rising
T OFEAITH 7th—9th graders to attend Camp Stronghold on June 7-12. The cost per student is
F=0T 72 $525; however, you are free to pay whatever you can. St. Andrew will provide
- transportation. If your family is interested, let me know at
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org.

Whether your family is moving through this season by taking something on, letting
something go, or simply showing up, know that you’re not walking alone.

Peace,
Amy

New Nursery Supervisor @QWB@@
We were sorry to see Jordan Babcock leave us earlier this month wmm&m&

but are delighted to welcome Alex Marsh as our new nursery
supervisor! She graduated in May 2024 from the University of
lowa with a Bachelor of Science in Human Physiology on the
pre-med track and minors in Global Health Studies and Spanish.
After taking a gap year working at the Ul hospital and recently
returning from a seven-week trip to Latin America, she is now
back home. She is applying to medical school and hopes to start
in fall 2027. Alex has been a part of the First Presbyterian Church family beginning in the
Stepping Stones preschool through confirmation with many years of participating in youth
group. Apart from school and work, she says she enjoys going to the gym, spending time outside
and with friends, watching detective and medical dramas, riding horses, winning fantasy
football, and above all, travelling. She says she is looking forward to seeing lots of familiar and
fresh faces in this new role in the nursery!

o
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Love In Between July 26-31, 2026

Synod School is kind of like summer camp for all ages. It is a week of learning and living in

community at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake. Multiple room/dorm options are availa-

ble. Classes of all types are offered for adults and children, meals are dorm style, there is

worship, movies, games, meditation, whatever soothes your soul. Youth are grouped infant

to 3-year-olds, 3-year-olds to kindergarten, grades 1- 5, grades 6 - 8, and high school. Age-

appropriate activities are offered and include exploring God’s creation, art, music, scripture,

cooking, crafts, and games.

This year, the theme is “Love in Between” and adult classes

include options such as: OASChOOIQ

e Shape-Note Singing cﬁﬂ\ 096\

e The Gospel According to Johnny Cash

e Reframing Aging

e Mosaic Knitting

Liturgy and Prayer Writing Workshop

Botanical Printing and Dyeing

Cultivating Resistance

Nicaea to Barmen: How Creeds, Councils, and Confessions
Have Shaped the Western World

Handbells: Ringing God’s Praise

Pickleball for All

Doing Justice for God’s Creation

Bible 101: From Genesis to Jesus

and SO much more!

Go to https://www.lakesandprairies.org/synod-school and view the catalog for more infor-
mation.

Buena Vista University and Storm Lake provide an idyllic setting where youth can feel free to
make friends and explore opportunities on their own and adults can feel comfortable know-
ing they are safe. There are many families who use this week as their annual family vacation.
This year, we have a $3,000 grant from Endowment to provide scholarships to encourage
your participation! We'd love to use it all up. Registration is now open.

Contact Jen Adams jenbadams08@gmail.com or Lara Marsh marshlara5@gmail.com for
more information. Additional information can be found in the CE corner of Ryerson Hall.
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Pasrur Christian Girls School
Fears for Safety

Pakistan is facing a rapidly escalating regional crisis.
The War with Afghanistan and its Taliban-led
government are placing pressure on the country’s
stability. In recent weeks, the threat of retaliation
. from Taliban groups sympathetic to the Afghan

' government is growing.

Schools, particularly mission schools, are targeted
and by these radical Taliban groups. PEB is receiving direct calls from government
officials instructing them to implement foolproof security measures across all campuses.
The needs are urgent, unexpected, and far beyond normal operating expenses. Without
additional support, PEB will not be able to secure its campuses from predicted terrorist
attacks.

To meet the immediate needs, for the Pasrur Christian Girls School the cost is $29,688.
These funds will allow them to reinforce boundary walls, improve security at entry gates,
and hire and train additional armed guards across all the campus. Any donation, for any
amount would be helpful. The first funds will be used to pay for additional security
guards for at least the next six months.

We are deeply grateful for your partnership, your compassion, and your commitment to
the safety of these children. Together, we can safeguard their schools and preserve the
hope that education brings. You can donate by putting a check in the donation box with
the words “Pasrur security needs” in the memo line. You can also donate online by
using the drop-down menu on the donation page.

With deep gratitude and prayers for peace,
Jane Cranston,
Friends of Pasrur

Needles, Hooks and Yarn

Join this lively bunch of stitchers as work on projects.
We will be meeting at the Eastside Panera on April 18
from 9 -11 am. Need more info?
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Did you know...50% of all mental iliness begins by age 14, 75% by age 24.

From Your Mental illnesses are brain disorders that are biologically based medical
‘\gregayo problems. Untreated, they can cause severe disturbances in thinking,
Qo feeling and relating. This results in substantially diminished capacity for

Health dealing with the ordinary demands of life. Mental illness can affect
persons of any age and occur in any family. They are not caused by bad

7
O@try 1'0 parenting and not evidence of weakness of character.

NAMI of Johnson County is dedicated to improving the quality of life for people with mental

Iness and their families through support, education, and advocacy.

In Crisis? Know someone who is or might be?

Call or Text the CommUnity Crisis Service and Food Bank at 855-325-4296
Mobile Crisis Outreach Johnson and lowa County: 855-800-1239, available 24/7
Call National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255

Text “NAMI” to 741741 for 24/7, confidential, free crisis counseling.

Join Team FPC on May 2 as we walk to show our support for mental health awareness. The
NAMI Walk event brings the community together for mental health advocacy, raising funds
for local programs, and promoting the message that no one walks alone .

Sign-up sheet is available on the Narthex table. Registration the day of begins at 8:30, Walk
starts at 10am at the Terry Trueblood Rec Area.

Want to donate? https://www.namiwalks.org/teams/81557

EAT OUT GROUP

Thursday, April 23 at 6pm

\
EABTH DAY April 22

You can celebrate by:
Volunteer for Cleanup: Join a local cleanup crew to
remove trash from parks, beaches, or neighborhoods.

On the Coralville Strip across from Heartland Inn Planﬁng & Gardening: Plant trees, start a Spring

Your Host: Joan Decker garden, or create a pollinator-friendly garden with

Sign up sheet located in the Narthex native pIants.

or by calling the office at 319-351-2660. Contacting Becky Ross (319-321-8107) for additional tips.
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2026 Spring Endowment Distribution

The Endowment and Memorials Committee is announcing its Spring distribution
of funds. If you have a special church project in mind, consider applying for
funding from the FPC Endowment Fund.

Grant application forms and guidelines are available on the church website. The
“Request for Funding from Endowment Distribution” form may be found under
the “About” link, then select “Resources,” and the form is under the heading
“Congregation Resources.” This PDF form may be completed on a computer or
by hand. In either case, it needs to be signed by the person submitting the
application.

Submit your application form, statement of purpose, and supporting materials electronically to David Van
Dusseldorp at endowment@firstpresiowacity.org, Endowment and Memorials Committee.

All approved applicants must complete a Funding Completion Form within 30 days of the project’s completion.
The form is available just below the application form on the website.
The following parties may request funding:

eThe Session; the councils of the Church;

oA special Church committee or task force;

eMinisterial or professional staff members; or

oA group, agency, or charity not affiliated with the Church — if sponsored by any of the above.

All applications are due on or before Thursday, April 30. If you have questions, please contact David Van
Dusseldorp by email at endowment@firstpresiowacity.org or by phone at 319-337-5700. Funded applications
will be announced in late May.

Statement of purpose. The members of FPC honor the gifts and bequests of those who
have gone before us by dedicating the spirit and income of the Endowment to the
mission and needs of our church, our community, and our world.

FPC Spring Outdoor Work Event — Saturday, May 16

Join FPC members and friends on Saturday, May 16, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon for our annual
Spring Outdoor Work event to clean up our grounds and garden beds. Bring your own rake,
garden tools, gloves, and more. Tasks will include raking and clearing the church yard and debris
from the beds, trimming and weeding the planting beds. Whatever your skill levels, we can use
your help. We will meet at the main
entrance at 8:30 to form work groups.

Please contact Sue Farran at
sue.farran@gmail.com or 319-325-1415
if you have any questions or want to
confirm your participation.

This is always a wonderful event that
promotes great stewardship and
fellowship as we work together on our \
church grounds. We look forward to your
participation!
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%ﬁm First Presbyterian Church
. ¢ VBX Registration 2026

- BEST PLACE :‘ August2-6  5:30-8 pm
be. b.ee/ Dinner Included

—

Child's Full Name

Date of Birth *F / rm / mm Allergies? ONO  (OYES

Grade in August

Address

Parents’'Name

Parents’ Email & Phone

Do you need childcare

(OYES O
for birth - 4 years old? e NG
Are you interested in (OYES (ONO
an Adult Ed class?
May we take pictures? OYES (ONO
May we post on social ~
media? OYes R

Emergency Contact

Full Name

Relationship

Phone Number

For more information-
® Email: DCE@firstpresiowacity.org
Call: 319-351-2660
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NEW GETTHN

May 24 at 10:30am Worship Service

= —— Dolformed by
FPC Sanctuary Choir & Guest Musicians Performed with a string quartet, soprano and alto
soloists, and chorus, Antonio Vivaldi’s Magnificat is a

d ”i l'Lyﬂt vibrant and expressive setting of the Virgin Mary’s song
Q , of praise from the Gospel of Luke. Likely composed for

by Antonio Vivaldi

the Ospedale della Pieta in Venice, the work reflects both
liturgical purpose and dramatic flair. Structured in a
series of concise movements, the Magnificat alternates
between powerful choral declarations and intimate,
reflective passages, capturing the text’s shifting moods—
from awe and humility to joy and triumph. Vivaldi uses
contrast in texture, harmony, and rhythm to bring the
sacred text to life. This work resonates as both an act of
worship and a compelling musical meditation on faith,
devotion, and divine grace.

First Presbyterian Church
of lowa City
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