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Dear Church– 

We’re only a few weeks away from the launch of our program year! 
And we’ve been busy preparing for an exciting 2025-26 year! 

In Christian Education: 

• We’ve concluded Triennium and VBX and taken ideas from 
those gatherings into our fall youth programming.  

• We’ve planned the topic (Disability Justice) for the next 
Jeremiah Justice Initiative study. 

• We’ve planned a Covenant Bible Study led by Annie Westfall 
for people who want to explore and understand scripture in 
covenant with one another. 

In musi: 

• We’ve hired a new director who, in addition to being a 
graduate student in choral conducting, loves the handbells.  

• We’ve hired Amy as our official, settled organist. 

In the nursery: 

• We’ve hired a new coordinator and are hard at work building 
our nursery attendant team to better provide care during 
church events.  

Outside the church: 

• The Hummer Bell Task Force has been hard at work preparing 
the ground both literally and figuratively for the return of the 
Bell (expected in September and dedicated on October 4). 

• Buildings and Grounds has been soliciting bids on vital 
maintenance projects and taking the opportunity to clear out 
space in the garage. 

In the community: 

• We’ve had regular participants in Eschucha 
Mi Voz’s compassionate accompaniment 
visits with immigrants to their ICE hearings 
in Cedar Rapids. 

• We’ve scheduled a day for church 
discernment around our joint commitment 
to the immigrants among us. 

Whew! That’s a lot for what seemed to be a 
fairly sleepy summer here at FPC. And we didn’t 
even talk about all the vaccinations and 
paperwork for the contingent of folks headed to 
Pakistan in October! I think it’s shaping up to be 
a great year with new opportunities to explore 
our faith together, find avenues to build lives of 
justice, and practice acts of mercy and 
compassion. Fall programming begins 
September 7. 

Come and Worship! 

Pastor Nathan 
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, to share  
the Word of God through Jesus Christ 
and to live lives of justice, mercy, and faith. 
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“First Presbyterian Church of Iowa City opposes 
changes to federal policy allowing raids in 
churches and schools. We believe we are called to 
love our neighbors as ourselves and that churches 
should be places where people can feel safe. We 
cannot say we are a place where all are welcome if 
it is not safe for immigrants to be here.” 

As indicated when the statement was shared, the 
next steps are up to you, the congregation.  

In the coming weeks, we will be sharing possible 
ways in which we can live out our faith to be 
welcoming of our neighbors. Interested in learning 
more? Give these a try: 

Catholic Worker House: “Our Sycamore St. 
House of Hospitality is open three days a week for 
free breakfast (Tuesdays and Thursdays) and free 
lunch (Sundays). We also offer weekly food runs, 
monthly rent assistance, protective accompaniment, 
and deportation defense to immigrant workers and 
families to help them stay in their own homes.” 

Learn more: https://
iowacitycatholicworker.org/  

Sign up for their e-newsletter for updates on 
when and where you can show up to make your 
voice heard. Go to https://
iowacitycatholicworker.org/subscribe and click 
on Subscribe Now. 

Donate:  
By Venmo @iowacity-catholicworker 
By check: Iowa City Catholic Worker, P.O. 
Box 3324, Iowa City, IA 52244 

The Session Recently Approved a 
Statement that was Shared with the 

Congregation and Reads: 

Immigrant Welcome Network of Johnson County: “…
a network of community organizations and individuals, 
landlords, and employers seeking to welcome immigrants 
and refugees into our neighborhoods.” 

Learn more: https://www.iwnjc.org/  
Click “Become a Member” from the website 
homepage to join. 

Donate: 
By Venmo @IWNJC 
By check: IWNJC, 1927 Keokuk St., Iowa City, IA 
52240 
 
Other options at https://www.iwnjc.org/donate  

On September 14, we will hold a congregational 
discernment process to ask for your input on next steps. 
How do we welcome our neighbors? What are the 
priorities for each of us individually? What are our 
priorities as a congregation? What is the best way to live 
these out? 

Until then, make a choice now to learn as much as you can 
about what is happening in our communities. Pray for 
wisdom and guidance. We look forward to hearing your 
thoughts and ideas. 

Nancy Gardner, Mary Ellen Stamp, and Lara Marsh 

Fall Stewardship Campaign Kicks Off on September 21 
  ~Nancy Gardner, Stewardship Committee Moderator 

We are kicking off the Fall Stewardship Campaign on Sunday, September 21. During 
the four-week campaign, I hope you will carefully go through the contents of the 
Stewardship packet arriving in your mailbox in the next several weeks. All the 
information you need to make the best decision for you and your family will be 
there. You’ll see what the church has done so far with the 2025 budget, and what 
individual committees see happening in 2026. You’ll also hear why various 
individuals give of their time, talents, and treasures to the church. These statements always have a big impact 
on me, as reasons are as individual as our members themselves. I love seeing the effect that different 
programs, activities, and worship experiences have had on people who are moved to give to the church. 

I’ve been involved in numerous Stewardship campaigns, and each year, the generosity of the people at FPC 
never fails to amaze me. You ARE the church! You make these experiences possible. Just listen to the speakers 
who will talk about their giving during worship, read the booklet coming in the mail, and then ask yourself 
what you can do. If you haven’t pledged before, could you make a pledge this year? And, if you have pledged 
previously, is it possible to give a little more? It’s a lot to ask; we all have expenses. But, when you realize the 
importance stewardship plays in your own religious growth, and the growth of others, giving is something we 
all should do. 

 

https://iowacitycatholicworker.org/
https://iowacitycatholicworker.org/
https://iowacitycatholicworker.org/subscribe
https://iowacitycatholicworker.org/subscribe
https://www.iwnjc.org/
https://www.iwnjc.org/donate
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Introducing Our New Nursery Supervisor 

We are excited to introduce Jordan Babcock as our new Nursery Supervisor! 
Her first day in our nursery will be August 17. Jordan is currently a graduate 
student at the University of Iowa in the Speech and Hearing Program. She 
has a vast range of experience working with children. She has worked in a 
nursery with babies through two-year-olds and most recently, she was an 
assistant kindergarten teacher at Willowwind School, in their Before and 
After School Program and lead counselor in the Summer Camp.  

Please take a moment and introduce yourself to Jordan and welcome her to 
our church community.  

 

 
 

We’d also like to thank Sumar Mohamed for her dedication and love she 
shared with our children during her time with us as the Nursery 
Supervisor. She will be missed, but we wish her the very best as she 
pursues her college degree at Iowa State University.  

We thank the search committee: Dan Thedens, Kathy Smith, Sharon Raffensperger,  
Pastor Nathan Willard, and Jeremy Fletcher  

We Have a New Director of Music! 

We are excited to announce that FPC has a new Director of Music, 
Will Fecko. Will’s first day will be August 18. He brings with him 
experience leading adult and youth choirs, handbell choirs, and 
brass and woodwind ensembles in church and school settings. His 
experience, passion for sharing music, and an even-keeled, 
collaborative nature make him an excellent fit for our church 
community. Please take time after the 18th to introduce yourself and welcome Will. 

A Little Bit About Will 

Will is very excited to be joining First Presbyterian this coming fall as the 
Director of Music. He is originally from State College, PA, and graduated from 
St. Olaf College with a degree in Vocal Music Education. Currently, he is 
pursuing an MA in Choral Conducting at the University of Iowa under Dr. 
David Puderbaugh. Will loves making music in many ways, including singing, 
handbells, trumpet, conducting, and composing. While not in rehearsal, Will 
loves spending time in nature through walking, hiking, and biking, and 
enjoying time with friends and family. Another hobby of his is making new 
foods; he and his fiancé, Veronica (a current student at the UI Dental School), 
have the goal of eventually cooking every country’s national dish, and are 
currently up to 20 dishes and counting! 
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Peace & Global Witness Offering through October 5,  

World Communion Sunday 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the Church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of conflict and injustice across the world. Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) congregations are encouraged and equipped to find and address the anxiety and discord that is prevalent 
throughout this broken and sinful world. 

On World Communion Sunday (October 5), we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. 
Whenever the Church gathers for worship, we are assured of Christ’s peace. We celebrate that we are 
connected, we are loved, and we are not alone. We worship together and are fed from Scripture and at Christ’s 
table of peace. Extending the peace of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to what it means for 
us to be the Church, together. 

Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, the Church is extending Christ’s peace 
throughout our community and our world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time 
and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world. 
God is with us … and God in Christ is with us through the Sacrament of Communion, celebrated on World 
Communion Sunday. We are not alone. Peace begins with each of us. 

Have you visited PFC’s Peace Pole/ 

This Special Offering is shared in the following way: 25% 
stays with local congregations (to support the many 
organizations and programs noted on our Reconciliation 
Ministry’s bulletin board in Ryerson Hall); 25% goes to 
PC(USA) mid-councils to unite congregations in 
supporting peacemaking in their regions; and 50% 
supports the work of peace and reconciliation being 
done by Presbyterians across the globe.  

To share your offering by World Communion Sunday on 
October 5, go to: https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-
online/ and click on Peace & Global Witness; use one of 
the Peace & Global Witness offering envelopes available 
in the pew rack; or send a check payable to First 
Presbyterian Church, with Peace Offering in the memo 
line. 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
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If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by September 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

August 15-31 

8/15 Gary Olson 
8/16 Ben Faden 
8/16 Charlie Faden 
8/17 Steve Dodge 
8/20 David Van Dusseldorp 
8/20 Braden Brentner 
8/21 John Clark 
8/23 Millie Youngquist 
8/24 Becky Ross 
8/25 Mike Youngquist 

8/25 Kelsey Voss 
8/26 Jean Mafirira 
8/27 John Feagins 
8/27 Thomas Morgan 
8/28 Doug Gwinn 
8/29 Lydia Schroeder 
8/31 Linda Younkin 
8/31 Nathan Katalinich 
8/31 Teddy Willard 

September 1-15 

9/5 Nile Fay 
9/5 Hailey Waikel 
9/9 Doran Pearson 
9/13 Perry Ross 
9/14 Janie Schomberg 
9/15 Steve Semler 

The FPC Men’s Group will resume 
meeting on Wednesday, 
September 3, at 7 a.m. via Zoom. 
The group will continue the 
discussion of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s classic work, The 
Cost of Discipleship. Select articles 
from the Wired Word series will 
also be discussed. Tired of 
Zooming? We’ve found this to be 
effective for including participants 
who live a considerable distance 
from FPC. If potentially interested 
in joining us, contact John Barr at 
BarrJohnO@sau.edu 

What is a Prayer Chain? 
A prayer chain is a group of people who are 
committed to praying for a specific need. 
Our church has an online prayer chain 
moderated by Deacons. Anyone can 
participate - either by requesting prayers 
for someone in need or by praying for that 
person. It’s easy to sign up to receive prayer 
requests by email, and it's even easier to pray for those requests.  

Here’s what you can do: 

1.  Click on the Prayer Chain link in the Wednesday Weekly email. 

2.  Jump on our website and view prayer requests under Ministries. 

3.  Call the church office at 319-351-2600 to make a prayer request 
known, as well as request your prayer in the email linked up to 
the Prayer Chain. 

4.  When available again, the outdoor prayer post. 

This experience can offer comfort, connection, and hope through 
the power of collective prayer. This keeps our community connected 
and motivates us to pray consistently. 

mailto:BarrJohnO@sau.edu
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Can you believe it?! Fall Kick off is HERE!  

Join us Sunday, September 7 Check this out:  

One of the best ways to stay connected with the Chrisitan Education 
programs, is to make sure you are on the weekly email. This will tell you 
the most up-to-date information about the who’s and what’s of Sunday 
school, youth groups, and more! To get “in the loop”, email Anna at  
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org. 

9:30 AM 
BIG BREAKFAST and Kickoff Event  
Come celebrate and learn about all that is new for this 
program year!  

4–7 PM  
Youth Groups Kickoff and Potluck 
It’s the BIGGEST GAME YET!  
Look for details coming soon!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As we look forward to the 
2025–2026 program year at 
First Presbyterian Church, we 
want to be sure we know what 
to plan for in the upcoming 
year. The best way to do this is 
to get an idea of the number 
of participants—this will help 
us organize materials and 
leadership for an incredible 
year ahead!  

Scan the QR Code with your 
phone or tablet and fill out the 
form. Thank you!  

Parents’ Night Out is Coming Soon!  
 

When:  Friday, September 19, from 5:00–7:30 

Who:  Parents of children ages infant to grade 5 

Where: Lower level of the church 

What:  Parents are invited to drop off their children during this time. 
While you enjoy some adult time, your kids will enjoy games, 
activities, and dinner! Parents are also encouraged to invite 
another family to participate in PNO. And, this is all FREE! 

Registration is required: Please email Nancy Gardner at  
nancy.hayes.gardner@gmail.com with the names of children 
participating. Enrollment is due by Sunday, Sept. 14. 

Interested in helping with this event? Please email Nancy to join in the fun! 

http://gmail.com
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K-2nd Grade Leader  Jen A 

3rd-5th Grade Leaders Nancy G and Jeanie WN 

Art Leaders Meg D and Sue VD 

Bible Storytellers Annie W and Perry R 

Music  Heather Y 

Recreation  Alex V 

Youth Leaders Sarah K and Layne S 

Adult Class Leader  Pastor Nathan  

Wild Card Stephanie S 

Kitchen Angel  Sharon R.  

Volunteer Coordinator Tammy S 

VBX 2025 was AMAZING! With over 25 children and youth who 
participated, it was an energetic and loud week together! We 
learned to wonder, to share, and to shout that “We Need Our 
People” AND “We Have Something to Say!” Many memories were 
made and stories were shared. This week would not have been 
possible without these incredible leaders and teachers:  

And we would be remiss if we did not say THANK 
YOU to the people and ministries who provided 
dinner this week:  

Thank You Christian Education!  
Thank You Deacons! 
Thank You Barr Family! 
Thank You Outreach Ministry! 
Thank You Martin Family!  

Wow! What a rousing success! Thank you all!  

Youth at recreation  

3rd–5th grade group in music 

Planting with art teachers 

K–2nd graders learn the Bible story!  
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Triennium 2025 was AMAZING! Five students and two leaders 
from Iowa City joined the East Iowa delegation for a total of 44 
participants. The delegation was FPC Iowa City, FPC Marion, 
FPC Cedar Rapids, St. Andrew, and Fort Madison. 

Youth enjoyed trading pins with others from all over the world, 
and adults enjoyed seeing the youth flourish in a new world. 
The leadership was inspiring and FPC’s youth came back 
chewing on this experience! 

We heard General Assembly Co-Moderator, Cece Armstrong, 
Bruce Reyes Chow, Peggy Jean Craig, and Jerry Cannon. It 
seems like these two soundbites really stayed in the youth’s 
minds. 

Jerry Cannon said: “Your plans are good but God’s plans are 
GOLD!”  

Peggy Jean Craig said: “If you don’t transform your pain, you’ll 
transmit it!” 

It was an amazing week and students are already excited for 
the next Triennium in 2028.  

From left: Anna S., Carter H, Molly M, Soren M, Anja M, Vivian A, Jen D.  

Worship together at Triennium  

East Iowa delegation  
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Friends of Pasrur Share an Update on an Outstanding Student 
 

Congratulations Sikandareen Masih! 
 

Submitted by Jane Cranston and Ijaz Riaz 

Sikanderen Masih placed second in the matriculation exams for 
the PEB schools. Sikanderen is a local Christian scholarship girl. 
She is not one of our boardinghouse girls but received her 
scholarship from Friends of PEB. Sikanderen scored 1117 out of 
1200 marks, earning an A+ grade.  

Sickandareen comes from a humble Christian background. Her 
father works as a barber under a tree, using his basic barber 
tools. Her mother is a teacher at a small village school. The 
family lives in a single rented room provided by Sickandareen’s 
uncle. They face constant financial struggles. Sickandareen 
doesn’t have proper clothes for school events, and during 
winter, she goes without a blazer. Her father, a humble barber, 
struggles to provide even basic necessities, and the family often 
has to borrow money just to afford food.  

Before joining the Pasrur Christian Girls School, Sickandareen 
was attending a government school where she faced many 
challenges because of poverty and because she was the only 
Christian girl. Christians are often persecuted in public schools; 
they are insulted and belittled by both students and teachers. Her parents applied to the Pasrur Christian Girls 
School, and because of her excellent academic record, she was awarded a scholarship. 

Despite these challenges, Sickandareen stayed resilient and focused on her education. Her parents couldn’t 
afford new books or supplies, so her mother requested used materials from the school principal to ensure she 
could continue learning. Throughout it all, Sickandareen remained determined, using her scholarship to purse 
her goals with unwavering dedication. She is a courageous girl who inspires many. Her father often says she 
has been a blessing since the day she was born—a source of light in their lives. Her hard work and 
perseverance have bought hope to the family and opened the door to a brighter future. 

Sickandareen’s story is typical of Christian children in Pakistan who often face obstacles of persecution and 
poverty. Their ability to thrive when given educational opportunities is remarkable. Friends of Pasrur will begin 
our scholarship drive for the 2025-2026 school year starting in early fall. 

 
The Congregational Health 

 

The topic for the month is about Kids and Safety,  
written by our very own Janet Williams.  

Feel free to take a copy; there’s food for thought for 
everyone. 
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The Domestic Violence Intervention Project (DVIP) provides 
supportive services to victims of domestic violence. This 
program, located in Iowa City, serves 8 counties. Among their 
services is shelter for individuals whose homes are no longer 
safe. The average length of stay is 45 days, and each night DVIP 
shelters 35-40 individuals, including children. In 2024, DVIP 
sheltered 368; people, approximately half were children. During 
the winter holidays, each child receives pajamas and a blanket. 
One little girl received a pink knitted “Barbie” blanket. She said 
she was happy because she knew a grandma made it for her. 
Donating these blankets provides happiness to children as well 
as those at FPC who participate in this program. 

Learn more about DVIP services here.  

Many hours spent bent over  
measuring twice and cutting once. 

Over 40 blankets have been knit or 
sewn for the children of DVIP. 

Children’s Blanket Project 

Do you enjoy reading and sharing your 

thoughts?  

Join the FPC Book Club 

The next gathering will be 
September 30 at 11:30 a.m. in 
room 14 (lower level) or by Zoom.  

The group will be discussing the 
book James by Percival Everett.  

Questions, Zoom link or more info, 
contact Mary Linn at jmLnn@aol.com . 

 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 
Join the fun and share in the fellowship. 

No experience needed.  

August 23, 9–11 a.m. at Panera  

For more info call 319-351-2660.  

https://dvipiowa.org/
mailto:jmLnn@aol.com
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 Eat Out Group 

August 21 at 6 p.m. 

Enjoy dinner with this lively group at  

3230 Redhawk St, Coralville 
Follow Coral Ridge Ave. 

(HWY 965)  
towards North Liberty 

This month’s hosts are  
Steve and Kathy Smith, 608-343-2168 

The sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex 
or by calling the church office  

at 319-351-2660 

The Prayer Post is Up and Open for Business 

Improvements include new signage, a solar light, a fresh coat 
of paint, increased stability, and updated materials inside. 

Stop by and Pray More Worry Less 

 

Are you looking for a Bible Study that digs deep into scripture?  

Annie Westfall has graciously offered to lead COVENANT Bible study this fall.  

  
COVENANT is an in-depth Bible study where people read and discuss the Bible 
together, learning how to love God – and each other – better.  

COVENANT represents a relationship, a living, breathing conversation. 

There will be an “interest” meeting (date to be determined by those who show 
interest) to ask questions and review the curriculum on a Sunday after worship 
soon. It is hoped to start COVENANT by mid-September. 

Please contact Annie at rwestfa@yahoo.com to ask any questions for information and express your 
“interest” in meeting.  

mailto:rwestfa@yahoo.com
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Will Fecko 
will.fecko@firstpresiowacity.org 

ORGANIST 
Amy Cerniglia 
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MANAGER OF FINANCE & 
PURCHASING 

Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org   

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

 


