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Dear Church- FROM

It’s hard to believe that the summer school break is nearly over. Finally, while it's not | /P es

ICCSD athletes are off at mandatory practices this week, and allthe  ayen been a month astor |

talk among my teacher friends and relatives has been of preparing  since Kyle leftandwe | = 3 y -
their classrooms for the start of school. My family got to enjoy are still lamenting his = —
communing both with the vast majesty of Lake Superior and the departure, | am happy to announce that we are
almost unbelievably large Sequoias in California on our camping back at full musical strength well in time for our
trips, and to find some time for quiet reflections away from the program year kickoff September 8. Katelyn
crowds. We returned August 2, just barely missing the great lowa Peterson joined us as our new Music Director on
City curb collection that marks the official Ul student moving day, Monday, and we have hired Amy Cerniglia as our
but got back just in time for both our Vacation Bible Experience and  jnterim congregational accompanist to take us
the Little Hawk Marching Band summer session. through our period without an organ. We'll

share more words about and from them in the

But we managed to be incredibly productive in that whirlwind )
coming weeks.

week! | enjoyed diving into some famous sermons in our adult VBX

camp. I've heard some interest from people who were teaching FPC has been so productive over the past few
during VBX and so we may bring this back at a less-contested time weeks that I’'m wondering if | should go on
during the program year, possibly with some sermons | ran out of vacation more often...but that’s for considering
space to include. another time. For now, we have come to the

conclusion of David’s story in our lectionary, and
so our attention turns to what we have to learn
from Solomon while we prepare ourselves for
another great year in church.

Martha and Teddy took advantage of the space that Anna, Layne,
Sarah Klelmuck, Ben Faden, and Ryan Brentner created to share
their ideas for what both junior and senior high youth groups might
look like. To realize the vision the youth have will require new adult

leadership as we return to having two youth groups for the first Grace and Peace,
time in a few years and with our reduced CE staff, but | have faithin  pastor Nathan
FPC!

Introducing Katelyn to FPC Staff

Hello! My name is Katelyn Peterson,
and | am delighted to officially
introduce myself to the FPC lowa City
congregation. | have resided in lowa
City since Fall 2022, having moved here
to begin my doctoral studies in choral
conducting at the University of lowa.
Before | arrived in lowa City, |
completed my master’s degree in
music at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and taught middle and high
school choir for nine years in eastern ' GA Per Capita Portion Explained 8-9
Wisconsin.
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worship experience. | am dedicated to creating meaningful and uplifting
musical moments that inspire and engage the heart of our worship at FPC.
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I look forward to sharing this journey with you and to growing together in
faith and in the joy of Christ’s love.
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2024 Winter Clothing Distribution (WCD):
New Location, New Partner, Growing Need

The 2024 WCD will be conducted from the afternoon of Sunday, October 13, through the early afternoon of
Saturday, October 19. Over the span of these days we will set up, accept clothing donations, sort and organize
clothing, distribute the clothing, and clean up after the event.

Our event will be held in the gymnasium of The River Community Church (RCC), 3001 Muscatine Avenue, in lowa
City. This facility has plenty of parking space and is on a bus route. (We were fortunate to have RCC available after
the Johnson County Board of Supervisors rescinded permission to use the distribution Shelter space due to a need by
the Shelter House.)

This year we will be partnering with the lowa City Police Department (ICPD), which will provide clothing donations
and volunteers. Shortly after our 2023 event, the ICPD held its one-day WCD at Mercer Park Recreation Center,
distributing about 1,000 coats donated at their community collection boxes. They were interested in developing a
new approach, so a community facilitator brought the Consultation of
Religious Communities (CRC )and ICPD representatives together for a
series of meetings that culminated in our partnership.

For 2024 we'll be increasing the number of family representative
shoppers to 10 per 30 minute period. Eight individuals will register via
Signup Genius; there will be two openings for drop-ins. Volunteers will
also need to enroll via Signup Genius, with further details pending.

As in past years, we're looking for donations of gently used or new

WARM winter wear, with an emphasis on coats, snow pants, hats,

mittens, gloves, scarves, boots and winter shoes. Heavy sweaters and

sweatshirts are also appreciated. FPC’s collection boxes will be located ) L

in Ryerson Hall, adjacent to the Reconciliation Ministry bulletin board, 7 SR

on August 22 through October 13. FPC member John Clark assists a family
representative at the 2023 WCD.

Your donations of quality winter clothing and your volunteer
participation will be most greatly appreciated! Further details will be
provided in coming weeks. Don’t hesitate to contact us at any time with questions or concerns.

Carolyn Otis, Carolyn.otis@gmail.com and John Barr, BarrJohnO@sau.edu)
Members, CRC-WCD leadership team members.

FPC Eat Out Group
Thursday, August 22 at 6:00 p.m.

630 lowa Avenue
(corner of lowa Ave. and Dodge St.)

The sign up sheet is available in the Narthex or by call-
ing the church office at 319-351-2660.
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Give to the Peace & Global Witness Offering
through October 6, World Communion Sunday

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. Whenever the
church gathers for worship, we are assured of Christ’s peace. We celebrate that we are connected, we are loved
and we are not alone. We worship together and are fed from Scripture and at Christ’s table of peace. Extending
the peace of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to what it means for us to be the Church,
together.

Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, the church is extending Christ’s peace throughout
our community and our world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time and place, and
we celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world. God is with us...
and God in Christ is with us through the Sacrament of Communion, celebrated on World Communion Sunday.
We are not alone. Peace begins with each of us.

'—,

.Y A ¥

FPC Peace ole, Labyrinth Lawn

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is shared in the following way:

25% stays with local congregations (to support any number of programs noted on our Reconciliation Ministry’s
bulletin board);

25% goes to PC(USA) mid-councils to unite congregations in supporting peacemaking in their regions; and
50% supports the work of peace and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians across the globe.

To share your offering by World Communion Sunday on October 6, go to: https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-
online/ and click on Peace & Global Witness OR send a check payable to First Presbyterian Church, with Peace
Offering in the memo line.
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Do we really need a stewardship campaign? (Spoiler alert: Yes, we do!)
~Nancy Gardner, Stewardship Committee Moderator

You know what...let’s just not have a stewardship campaign
this year. Let’s do away with those pledge cards, stewardship
sermons, and messages by members who encourage us to
make a pledge. Really, is it truly that important? C'mon,
what’s the worst that could happen?

The above paragraph might make you think of the film “It's a
Wonderful Life” when George Bailey learns the effect he had
had on the lives of others. Without George, many people
experienced some pretty troubling situations, but with
George, life was good.

Well, the same is true with FPC and our upcoming Fall
Stewardship Campaign. Without your pledge, what will
happen? Will our Christian Education program continue to
inspire spiritual growth in our youth and adults? Will our staff
be able to perform the duties that make FPC strong? Will our
music programs be able to enhance our Sunday experience?
And, what about our work in the outside world? Can we
support the work of the Free Lunch Program, Habitat for Humanity, the education of “our girls” in Pakistan?
There are so many ways that your pledge affects those whom you know, and many people that you will never
meet. But your pledge is important! Your pledge makes a difference!

So, let’s have that stewardship campaign; let’s celebrate all that is possible when we each participate in giving
in the way that God has given to us!

FPC continues to support the CommUnity
N eedlesl -HOOkS av'd \{dI"Vl I Foodbank by delivering monthly donations. So far I
Join the fun and share in the fellowship. this year, FPC has donated 341 pounds of food
No experience is needed. " and goods. WAY TO GO! =
August 24, 9-11 a.m. at FPC Thank you to everyone who has contributed.

For more information call 319-351-2660. I

Donations may be brought to Ryerson Hall.
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8/15
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/25

First's Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by September | to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

August 15-31 September 1-15
Gary Olson 8/25 Kelsey Voss 9/5 Nile Fay
Ben Faden 8/26 Jean Mafirira 9/5 Hailey Fay
Charlie Faden 8/27 John Feagins 9/9 Doran Pearson
Steve Dodge 8/27 Thomas Morgan 9/13 Perry Ross
David Van Dusseldorp 8/28 Doug Gwinn :
Braden Brentner 8/29 Lydia Schroeder g;ig .;212\1/66 Ssce}rlzlr;l;) cr8
John Clark 8/31 Linda Younkin
Millie Youngquist 8/31 Teddy Willard
Becky Ross
Mike Youngquist

Bill Preucil

Known to have We are in need of toilet paper rolls

been /]ggp/'fa//'zed' Klemuk. Each roll is filled with a

Jane Cranston and

Advent Calendar Prep Begins

for Advent calendars made by Sarah

small token of the season and, it
takes 24 rolls per calendar, so we
need ALOT!

You may put your TP rolls in the gift wrapped box
under the window in Ryerson Hall.

If you would like to make a financial contribution to
the project, make checks out to FPC with Advent
calendar in the memo line and leave in the office.

We Are
Dementia
Friendly
- Dementia :

Friendly
lowa

eastlowa Avea Agency on Aging

dementiafriendlyiowa.org

Congregational Health Ministry invites you

to a Dementia Friendly presentation on September 15 after worship
in Ryerson Hall. Learn to be a dementia friend by recognizing ways
to communicate with a person with declining mental status.

If you have previously been to a presentation, you can always pick
up something new the second time around.

FPC has been certified as a Dementia Friendly congregation in
Johnson County, come find out why.

Meet your Health Ministry team and enjoy light snacks.
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YOU'RE INVITED TO Sunday Programs
o® €S iy
A [ v
-
I )
KICK-DFF SUNDAY )u 55 5, .
SEPTEMBER 8, 9:30 A.M.
. 04 ’I.J / j
8:30 AM. BIG BREAKFAST TOGETHER J - v
KICK-OFF SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL
0:30 WORSHIP TOGETHER 9a.m. Breakfast Together
9:30a.m.  Sunday School Hour
______________ K-2nd Grades Sunday School
4PM. CONFIRMATION KICK-OFF FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS 3th—5th Grades Sunday School
SPM. REALLY BIG GAME FOR 6TH-12TH GRADERS Bible School for 6th graders—Adult
6 P.M. FIRST POTLUCK OF THE YEAR! Wired Word for Adults
10:30 a.m. Worship Together

Family Events

Junior High Youth
Group

High School Youth
Choir

Youth Choir for All

LOOKING | AHEAD
- ‘-

Ages
Confirmation Class
RCH,
~¢.<,<) A% % September 22, 4 p.m. Adult Classes
S @ Everyone is invited to join us as we go There are a lot of awesome times ahead for PM
7] 5 apple picking together at Wilson’s Activities! A lot of information was shared at VBX
= L Orchard. We'll pick apples from 4-5:30 for what the youth’s vision of youth group looks
K &  p.m. Bring money for dinner together at | | like this year. Please stay tuned to the
Oy oy the farm. Wednesday Weekly emails, where we will share
the latest updates and schedule for Fall
Programming!

October 27, 4 p.m.

It’s our annual Pumpkin Party!
Wear your costume and explore
the church, where every room
has a surprise! A pizza party is
included!
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This is to remind you that First
Presbyterian Church (FPC) will be hosting
the first Guns to Gardens event in the state
of lowa on Saturday, October 5, from 10

a.m. to noon, in its parking lot.

Guns to Gardens is inspired by Isaiah 2:4 “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks.” It is a nationwide faith-based initiative taking direct action to address the national epidemic of
gun violence. The event itself is an anonymous safe surrender. Community members bring unwanted guns to
be destroyed and ultimately melted down to be transformed into garden tools or pieces of art. It was started in
2012 by Mennonite pastor Mike Martin who founded the nonprofit RAW Tools in conjunction with New
Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence. In 2022, the Presbyterian Church (USA) became the first major religious
organization to support this effort. Training to host this event at FPC was provided by the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship. Information about Guns to Gardens was presented at FPC on April 28 and hosting of this event was
approved by Session on May 21.

With an estimated 400 million guns in American homes, many of these guns are no longer wanted for a range
of reasons. The gun owner may have children or grandchildren in the home, a hunter or other gun owner may
have reached an age where they no longer feel they can handle weapons, a gun may have been returned to
family by the police after it was used in a suicide or accident, there may be a conflict in the family or a family
member with a serious illness, or a gun may have been inherited and unwanted. Whatever the reason, Guns to
Gardens provides a way to dispose of unwanted guns without returning them to the gun marketplace, where
they could be used for future harm.

This will be a drive through event where the gun owner brings their unloaded gun (or guns) in their trunk and is
met by volunteers to guide them through the parking lot. Trained volunteers will remove the guns, confirm
they are unloaded, and place them at the chop saw station. Guns will be destroyed by a chop saw according to
guidelines from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The gun owner is present for the
whole process, therefore there is no transfer of ownership. The gun owner is offered spiritual support
throughout the process by a volunteer “shepherd” if desired. They are then given a gift card to thank them for
the gun surrender. The gun parts are collected and will be donated to RAW Tools (rawtools.org) to be turned
into garden tools and art.

We are currently in need of day-of-event volunteers, and donations of supplies and money. There will be a
training session for all volunteers prior to the event. Monetary donations will be used for equipment needs and
for grocery gift cards as a thank you to gun donors. We are also interested in knowing if you plan to surrender
guns at the event, although filling out the form ahead of time is optional.

E Afa R[] To donate money for this event: To volunteer for this event: [u]y e '!'
1,.:!;44 b iy https://bit.ly/G2GDONATE (click https://bit.ly/G2GVOLUNTEERS .
I'f in the “Fund” box, and scroll

J,N* down to Guns to Gardens)

- E To donate SUppliES for this To let us know you p|an on E B
#. "':‘l event: httpS //blt |V/GZGSUPPL|ES surrendering agun:
https://bit.ly/G2GSURVEY

Please contact Temple Hiatt, templehiatt@yahoo.com or
Cari Everhart, cahought@yahoo.com with any questions.
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Per Capita Giving: What Does it Mean?

Per Capita

Each year as you fill out your pledge card during the Fall Stewardship Campaign, you see line
indicating “Per Capita $40”. Read on to find out how your per capita giving is at work.

HOW DID PER CAPITA GET STARTED?

The earliest Presbyterian General Assemblies in the U.S. met annually, always in Philadelphia.
As the church expanded into far-off places like Ohio, Kentucky, and Missouri, attendance at
the Assembly became prohibitively expensive to frontier commissioners.

In order to share the costs of bringing the whole church together, in 1806, the Assembly
began development of a "Commissioner Travel Expense Fund.” Over the years this came to
be known as per capita.

WHERE DOES THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PORTION OF MY PER CAPITA
CONTRIBUTION GO?

Through your per capita contributions, which
provide almost the entire budget of the Office of
the General Assembly, you enable many faithful
ministries, including:

+ Discerning God'’s will together as a
denomination

— Through biennial General Assemblies (GA) — covering expenses for commissioners
and advisory delegates, the venue, technology, training of leaders, the exhibit
hall, and more

— Through special committees established by a GA to dig deeply into issues of
particular concern to the church, and through standing committees providing
guidance for ongoing work

+ Training church leaders — for sessions, congregations, and mid councils through
events and the new “Equip PC(USA)” online platform + Engaging with those studying
and preparing for ministry

— Through ordination exams and connections with seminaries—Through support for
Certified Christian Educators

+ Supporting the call processes of churches through the Church
Leadership Connection online portal and personal consultations
+ Building connections with local councils

— Through the travel and presence of the GA Co-Moderators, the Stated Clerk, and
OGA staff

— Through various communications
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+ Engaging local communities as neighbors through the “"Hands and Feet” initiative —
including the “End Cash Bail” campaign and work happening now in Baltimore prior to
the 224th GA in summer 2020

+ Preserving and maintaining our history through the Presbyterian Historical Society,
which can preserve the minutes and other history of our congregation, along with
other records of the PC(USA)

+ Attending to the covenant life of the PC(USA)
— By editing and publishing of the Book of Order every two years

— By interpreting the Book of Order and supporting judicial process for discipline and
restoration

— By supporting and holding accountable all work of representation and inclusion to
help the church more clearly reflect Christ’s Beloved Community

— By supporting Korean-speaking councils
— By collecting and tracking statistics about the PC(USA)

+ Engaging in issues of justice through immigration advocacy and legal support,
including helping church workers from abroad obtain the appropriate visas

+ Supporting and engaging in ecumenical and interreligious witness and relationships
locally and worldwide

Some expenses of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency are also funded by per capita,
including the Office of the Executive
Director, the PMA Board, communications,
and advisory and advocacy committees.

Conclusion—When you include the per capita amount
of $40 in your 2025, a lot can happen!
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Camp Firelight Vacation Bible eXperience 2024 Was a Triumph!

== ™ ™ N

4\}

We celebrated from Sunday, August 4 through

Thursday, August 8, from 5:30—-8 p.m. each night! Here
are the facts:

e 28 students participated in VBX .
e 19 adults volunteered their time to lead at VBX |

Thank you to Pastor Nathan (adult class), Annie Westfall |
and Perry Ross (storytellers); Sue Van Duyn and Karen 2\
Hurt (decorators); Alex Voss (recreation); Sharon "
Raffensperger (kitchen angel); Megan Dehner and Sue
Van Duyn (crafts); Heather Youngquist (music);
Margaret Maclnnis, Mary Linn, and Jen Del La Cruz (K-
1st grade leaders); Jeanie Wade-Nagle, Leann Graves,
and Stephanie Stamp (3rd-5th grade leaders); Ben
Faden, Sarah Klemuk, Ryan Brentner, and Layne Sheetz [
(6th-12th grade leaders); and Tammy Schroeder; the
queen of volunteers!

e Anaverage 6 adults came to Nathan’s adult class on ' (
Famous Sermons.

e 9 different ministries of FPC brought and served
dinner each night including: Outreach, Stewardship
Committee, Personnel Committee, Worship & Arts
Ministry, JuBELLation, Sanctuary Choir, Deacon
Ministry, Building & Grounds and Reconciliation
Ministry!

As you can see; it took ALL HANDS on deck to make VBX |
happen. Some of the highlights were that the students
got to learn fun music; there was our traditional ‘Love
Ourselves Silly” Silly String celebration and, there was
even a night for camp s’'mores! The students learned
such things like the camp callout; “Whenever I’'m
afraid, | put my trust in you!,” Psalm 56:3.

As the Director of Christian Education, | am very proud
of this week. We ate together, we learned together, we
sang together, and we served each other. It is truly a
pleasure to serve with the Christian Education Ministry,
who puts the resources, time, and training towards such
a safe and robust educational summer opportunity!
~Anna Sheetz
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Join Team FPC to Walk to End Alzheimer’s on
Saturday, September 28.

WALKTO

END

ALZHEIMER’S

Look for the sign-up table in Ryerson Hall beginning September 8. You will be
able to sign up to walk and make donations to help us reach our team goal of
$1,500. All money raised will go to Alzheimer’s Association for research and to enhance care and support for all
affected by this disease.

Use this link to donate directly http://act.alz.org/goto/TeamFPC .

Facts About Alzheimer’s:

e |tis the 6th leading cause of death in the U.S. and the only cause of death in the top 10 that can’t be
prevented.

e 1in 3 seniors die with Alzheimer’s/dementia.

e More than 6 million people in the US are living with the disease.

®

e Someone develops Alzheimer’s/dementia every 66 seconds and 2/3 of them are
women.

For more information, contact Tammy Schroeder at 351-2660.

Why | Walk to End Alzheimer’s:
Reflections by Maeleen Thorius

Annual Alzheimer Walk, September 28, 2024

I met my friend, Connie, several years ago. She was
reading “Pillars of the Earth” and we immediately struck
up a conversation. She was well read, funny and very
athletic. She encouraged me to be persistent in my
attempts to learn how to play golf. She corrected my
grip, fine-tuned my swing and loved me anyway. The
goal was to advance the ball, she said, even if it was by
two feet. She ate a healthy diet, watched processed
foods, cholesterol and fats. She always wore sunscreen,
and she walked every day. She was a reading specialist
with a master’s degree and taught other teachers how
to teach. She is an avid basketball fan.

Maeleen (far right) and other member of the
Last week she called to tell me she had been diagnosed FPC team.

with Alzheimer’s Disease. She was upbeat. “They will
find a cure.” she said. | had seen the symptoms, but now
it was official.

| just heard today they may have a new drug for
Alzheimer’s.

All these loved ones and reasons are why | walk with
Tammy Schroeder’s FPC team to “find a cure”. Tammy
can sign you up, take your money and you can rest

My mother died of Parkinsonian dementia. Connie’s
husband died of Creutzfeldt Jakob disease (Mad Cow
Disease). He had traveled to the Middle East as the knowing your money will be used for the care and

President of Ottawa University. | know countless others support of those struggling with the disease and for the

and so do you. research to find the answer. It is out there.

Contact: Tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org.
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First Presbyterian Church

2701 Rochester Ave.
lowa City, lowa 52245
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Reminder

First Presbyterian Church Staff

PASTOR
Nathan Willard

nathan.willard @firstpresiowacig/. org
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Anna Sheetz

anna.sheetz @firstpresi owaci ty.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Katelyn Peterson

katelyn. peterson @firstpresi owacity.org

Public Office Hours:
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Monday—Thursday
except holidays or when announced

Ph 319-351-2660

www. firstpresiowacity.org

Sunday, October 27

PUMPKIN

CONGREGATIONAL ACCOMPANIST

Amy Cerniglia

amy. cemig]ia@ﬁrstpresi owacity.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Tammy Foster

tammyﬂster@ﬁrstpresioWacity. org

MANAGER OF FINANCE &
PURCHASING

Krista Livingston

finance@firstpresiowacity.org

Registrations are still available for the
upcoming True Financial Freedom personal
finance program. Check out the information

table in Ryerson Hall to sign up, or email

Judy Whitford at whitfordjlw@gmail.com.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Tammy Schroeder

tammy. schroeder@ﬁrstpresiowacit)/. org
SEXTON

Gerald Hill
gera]d.hi]]@ﬁrstpresiowacit]. org



