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 BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK BLESSING 

Sunday, August 18, 10:30 a.m. 

All students, educators, or those wishing for a blessing going 
into the fall bring your backpacks and book bags on Sunday, 
August 18 to receive a back-to-school blessing during the 
worship service. Along with a blessing from your church 
family, you’ll receive some goodies to put in your bag to 
remind you of God’s love to carry you through this new year 
of learning! 

 
Join us Sunday, September 8 for the Fall SPACE Launch!  

You’re invited to the Launch of our Sunday morning SPACE program. This will 
be a great opportunity to get to know our Sunday morning classes, our 
leaders, and have a delicious breakfast! Join us for an extra special breakfast 
at 9 a.m. in Ryerson Fellowship Hall.  

Table Top Games kicks off on Sunday, August 25, 6-7:30 p.m.  

All ages are invited to join the game playing crew at FPC! We’ll meet weekly 
to play big games, small games, strategy games, luck games. Join us in the 
Youth Room weekly!  

There is a CHANGE to the Junior and  

High School Youth Group!  

We will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
beginning this fall. The BIGGEST GAME YET and the 
potluck kick-off will be Wednesday, August 21 at 
6:30 p.m.  

Wear your quickest running shoes, bring your best 
water bottle, and get ready for the BIGGEST. GAME. 
YET. Do you have what it takes to be the BEST 
CHAMPION YET?!  

A NEW YOUTH GROUP for 4-6th graders will 

launch in the 2019-2020 year!  

We will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from 6–
7:30 p.m.  

Join us Sunday, September 8 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the BRAND 
NEW 4th-6th Grade Youth Group Room! We’ll have an ice cream 
party, play some icebreaker games, and name this new group!  

The fall meeting dates are September 8, 22;  
October 13, 27; November 10, 24; December 8, 22.  
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Dear sisters and brothers of First Presbyterian Church,  

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you!  

As I write for the August newsletter in June, Susan and I 
are watching the Democratic presidential debates. The 
ones who have a chance to speak sound cogent and 
passionate. The beauty of our political system is that, 
when allowed to work free of demagoguery, it forces 
candidates to articulate their positions and then see them 
honed in the forum of combative debate. Since 2016 I 
have cringed at politics that pander to the lowest 
common denominator and base motives. I know, as a 
biblical Christian, that sooner or later hate consumes 
itself. In the meantime, my hope and prayer is that we do 
not succumb to a faux populism that promises one thing 
and delivers another. I would like to see candidates who 
summon us to our best: “the angels of our better nature;” 
“nothing to fear but fear itself;” “a city set on a hill;” “a 
thousand points of light;” “there is nothing wrong with 
America that cannot be cured by what is right with 
America;” “in the unlikely story that is America, there has 
never been anything false about hope.”  

While searching for someone possessing any sort of 
moral center and the character to present a believable 
vision, it is worth asking as to the standard by which we 
measure a political leader and their policies. As a leader in 
the Johnson County Interfaith Coalition, I recognize that 
we cannot take on every cause. They come thick and fast, 
like drinking from a fire hose. Accordingly, JCIC focuses on 
those persons in our community most likely to be 
profiled, pulled over by police, followed in a store, sent to 
prison, suffer from malnutrition, and challenged to find 
employment: poor people of color. The fact is, by 
focusing on this one population, other peoples and issues 
get addressed. Poor people of color belong to the LGBTQ 
community. Poor people of color suffer from 
environmental degradation. Poor people of color who 
have legitimate claims for staying in this country get 
deported without due process. Poor people of color are 
very likely to be targeted by white shooters. Building 
power across many types of people, and focusing that 
power to improve the daily lives of poor people of color, 
will impact all people positively. This is where I have 
poured my spare energy as a Christian, while also striving 
to follow Jesus in the pursuit of justice, mercy and faith as 
a pastor to diverse people, in and out of our 
congregation.  

Let me be frank. Christian discipleship means following 
where Jesus leads, and every one of us has an individual 
calling from the Lord. Yet Jesus also gives to us basic, non-
negotiable expectations that must be honored by all 
those who claim to follow Jesus, and I mean you and me, 
by name. Here is one that most of us know, from 
Matthew 25: 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put 
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 

The question I bring to tonight’s debate and will carry into 
the 2020 election is easy to ask and challenging to answer: 
Whose politics will seek to empower every voice and grant 
dignity to every life? Who will encourage democracy, 
compassion and justice, at home and abroad? I encourage 
you to understand that voting on the basis of any lesser 
criteria is probably beneath people of faith. 

With love, your pastor, 
Sam 
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Deacons Bench 
Submitted by Jeff Orris, Moderator of Deacons 

What is “Deacon Support Team”?  

Now that is a good question! In the worship bulletin each Sunday you 
may have noticed the term “Deacon Support” in the section titled “This 
Morning .” Deacon Support is another ministry provided by the 
members of the FPC Board of Deacons. Each week a Deacon volunteers 
to lead other Deacons in assisting congregation members throughout 
the worship service. The name you see in the bulletin is the Deacon 
Support leader who volunteered to serve for that Sunday, and you will often find them to be one of the first 
people you meet on the way into the church.  

Some of the services the Deacon Support members provide include monitoring the parking lot and administering 
valet parking to those in need. The Deacons make themselves available to provide physical support assistance to 
persons entering or exiting the building as a matter of safety and comfort when needed or requested. Your 
Deacons ensure that working hearing aid devices are available for use during worship. The Deacon Support Team 
is also here to help uplift your prayers! During the worship service Deacons collect the prayer request cards which 
can be found in the pew racks for you to complete, and they are given to the Pastor so that as a congregation we 
will pray with you your joys and concerns. Feel free to give the Deacon Support member your completed prayer 
requests prior to service if you so choose. Deacon Support members are also great resources for any questions or 
concerns you may have before or after worship as they can always find someone who can assist you even if they 
do not have the information available themselves. Your Deacon Support Team looks forward to serving you every 
week, so please never hesitate to look us up for any questions or concerns that you may have. We will see you 
Sunday!   

Sunday, September 8 

As we kick off fall educational programming we will join together in 
worship to praise a God that laughs with us! Sometimes we can get 
too wrapped up in the serious side of our faith, but it is important 
to remember that God rejoices with us in laughter, silliness, and 
joy, too! So bring your joy and silly side to worship on September 8 
and be ready to push yourself out of our usual Presbyterian boxes! 
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Three FPC Students Awarded Oglesby Scholarships  

Three FPC University of Iowa Students have been awarded the William B. and 
Sharon P. Oglesby Scholarship for the 2019-2020 school year. Recipients are: 
Rebecca Nyanagufi, Logan Schroeder and Arielle Soemadi. 

Rebecca is the daughter of Edmond and Aziza Bigaba. She graduated from Iowa 
City High School in 2017 and is currently a Public Health major and a Social 
Justice minor at the University of Iowa. She has recently been working in Cape 
Town, South Africa at the Christine Revell Children’s Home which is a local non-
profit organization that takes in neglected and abandoned children all over the 
Western Cape province of South Africa. This has given her the opportunity to 
experience Cape Town through the lenses of locals as well as seeing health care 
issues that are unique to Cape Town and South Africa.  

Logan Schroeder is the son of Darin and Tammy 
Schroeder. He graduated from Tipton High School in 
2017 and in May he graduated from Kirkwood 
Community College with academic honors. At the U of I 
Logan is majoring in cinematography with a minor in 
American Sign Language. In his spare time, he enjoys 
fishing and playing video games. He used his camera 
skills for FPC by producing the All Saints video last 
November, and this year he has been photographing the 
church for the new website, and hopes to assist Pastor 
Sam in creating online video classes. Future plans are to 
start with an internship at a local TV station; career goals 
include producing “sport action videos” and a 
documentary or two.  

Arielle Soemadi is the daughter of Andreas and Valerie Soemadi and this fall will begin 
her final year at the University of Iowa. She is currently a member of Alpha Delta Pi 
sorority on campus and is a violinist in the University of Iowa Symphony Orchestra. 
Arielle graduated from Iowa City High School in 2015 and is currently majoring in 
mathematics education and music. She hopes to teach junior mathematics in inner city 
schools (and starting after school music programs) or to teach in Indonesia at an 
embassy school after graduation.  

Congratulations to these students and their families. God bless you as you start a new school year! 

Introducing...Just Lunch!  
Beginning Thursday, September 26, and the fourth Thursday of every month after that, anyone who would like to 
get together to each lunch can do that. Just pack up your lunch and come to Just Lunch! We’ll eat in Coover 
Lounge beginning at noon and stay until we’re done. That’s it! No meeting, no program, no officers, just come and 
enjoy lunch and conversation at noon on the fourth Thursday of every month! 

Hope to see you there! 

Daissy Owen, Judy Whitford, and Nancy Gardner 
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If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by September 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

Jake DeRyke 

August 16531 September 1-16 
9/1 Nathan Woodburn 
9/8 Marilou Gay 
9/8 DJ Massey 
9/13 Perry Ross 
9/14 Janie Schomberg 
9/15 Maggie Mowery 
9/16 Eric Scholtz 

8/16 Tony Warren 
8/16 Ben Faden 
8/16 Charlie Faden 
8/17 Steve Dodge 
8/20 David Van Dusseldorp 
8/21 Don Kolsrud 
8/21 John Clark 
8/23 Millie Youngquist 
8/24 Becky Ross 
8/27 John Feagins 
8/27 Thomas Morgan 
8/28 Doug Gwinn 
8/31 Linda Younkin 

 Ann Burton and her family on the death of her mother, 
Virginia McCormick, on Aug. 5. The memorial service will 
be held on Aug. 17 at First Presbyterian Church, 
Lawrenceburg, KY, where Ann’s father was the pastor for 
several years;  

 the family of Bob Yager on his death on August 6. Pastor 
Paul Akin led the funeral for Bob on August 9 here at FPC; 

 Mary Ellen Stamp and her family on the death of her father, Dan Scott, who 
passed away August 7 at the age of 90.  

Our condolences to: 

Steve and Kathy Smith have a new granddaughter born to 
Alicia and Chris Goodloe in Eden Prairie, MN. Her name is 

Rosalie June Goodloe 
and she was born 
August 5, 8 lbs and 3 
oz., 21 inches long. 
Everyone is happy and 
healthy—just not 
getting much sleep! 
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A typical Sunday Morning at First Presbyterian Church looks like… 

 Kick-off Sunday for these classes in the Fall is  
Sunday, September 8, 2019.*  

 9:00-9:30 a.m. A full breakfast complete with coffee, tea, hot chocolate, hot breakfast sandwiches, cereal, 
oatmeal, a yoghurt bar.  

 9:30–10:15 a.m.: Sunday Morning Education  

  **Nursery is available for children up to 5 years old**  

 10:30 a.m.–Worship Service  

 11:30 a.m.–Fellowship Time 

This group first began 
at VBX last summer. It 
was such a supportive 
group, we decided to 
bring it back full time!  

This Fall, meet with 
other parents in the 
Beach Room to discuss 
“The Five Love 
Languages of Children” 
by Gary Chapman.  

Come with honest 
questions and join this 
loving community! 

What did Jesus call 
himself more then 
anything else? Messiah? 
God?  

NOPE! He called himself 
the “Son of Man.”  

But what does this 
mean? And what should 
it mean to us today? 
What does it have to do 
with us being human?  

Come find out in 
ReAffirmation. The class 
for teens and adults 
meets in Ryerson 
Fellowship Hall! 

  

If you’re curious about 
the intersection of 
ancient Bible Times 
and the world we live 
in, this is the class for 
you. The class covers 
the week’s news 
stories and allows us to 
wrestle with how to be 
faithful in 2019. Come 
to Coover Lounge, 
where all sorts of news 
topics are discussed—
you never know what 
you will talk about!  

 

Each Sunday, join us as we 
work our way through the 
Bible’s amazing stories! For 
the first 15 minutes, we’ll 
meet with Leah Bergman, 
FPC’s Minister of Worship & 
Arts, in the Creation Station 
room for Junior Choir time. 
Then we’ll have circle time 
and craft time before we 
meet up with parents at 
10:15am!  

    reAffirmation 

Parents’ Night Out to Start Up 

Again on September 20 
 

Okay, remind me again what PNO is. Parents’ Night Out 
is a time when parents of children, ages 0–10, can drop 
their kids off at the church from 5–7:30 and enjoy some 
time on their own. PNO is held the third Friday of each 
month. 

Yes ... I’m listening … While parents are away, adult 
volunteers will entertain the children and provide a light 
supper. 

This is getting more interesting, what else? And, it’s 
free! Just register your children with Nancy Gardner at 

nancy.gardner@gmail.com by Sunday, Sept. 15. 

Adult volunteers are always welcome! Please let Nancy know at the above email address if you’re interested in helping 
out. It’s fun, I promise!  

mailto:nancy.gardner@gmail.com


Page 7 First Presbyterian Church August 15—September 15, 2019 

A BIG CHANGE is coming to Confirmation this year. For the first 
time, Confirmation is open to 6th and 7th graders! If you have a 
youth in either grade, please talk to Anna today!  

This summer 16 people met every Sunday 
night to study Debbie Irving’s “Waking Up 
White: And Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race.” Led by Layne Sheetz, this seemed to 
scratch the itch of a variety of different 
generations at First Pres. Look forward to the 
next Newsletter for a review of this 
experience! 

Interested? Maybe summertime was too 
busy for you? No Worries! 

This Fall, a second Social Justice Book Club 
will kick off. This time, we will read the book 
So You Want to Talk About Race, 
recommended by the summer small group.  

The dates will run from September 22––
November 24 at a new time: 6–7:30 p.m. in 
Coover Lounge.  

Please speak to Layne Sheetz or email 
Layne.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org for more 
information, questions, or to sign up for the 
fall group today!  

 Join the Eat Out Group 
August 22, 6 p.m.  

840 W Penn St., North Liberty 

Your Hosts: Dwight & Pauline Miller, 
319-351-2576 

Philip Bergman in Recital 
Tuesday, August 27, 7:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Philip Bergman will be offering a recital for 
the community on August 27. It will be an 
evening of unaccompanied cello featuring 
works by Ligeti, Hindemith, Piatti, and J.S. 
Bach. 

This event will be free and open to the public. 
Free will donations will be accepted.  

Learn more about Philip at 
www.pbergmancellist.com  

http://www.pbergmancellist.com/?fbclid=IwAR2BIcIguQFKuxq9jo4khfsTHoSCLW7_CLN-VaCyvDRJeVxe9pLRodCVSlc
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We are saddened but 
rejoice with Dennis 
Pedde as he starts a 
new phase in his life 
in Chicago starting 
this August. As we 
work through this 
transition, 
instrumental ensembles will continue but will look a 
little different. An informal meeting for all 
instrumental groups at FPC will be held on Sunday 
September 8 in the Choir Room after worship (11:45 
a.m.). All who are interested in playing ANY instrument 
in worship are welcome to attend this meeting. Bring 
your calendars. 

These groups are largely made up of adult musicians 
who once played in a school ensemble, pulled their 
instrument from the attic, dusted it off and renewed 
their relationship with a much-loved old friend. 
Perhaps you’d like to do the same. The groups are also 
open to junior and high school students. No audition 
necessary! For more information, please contact Leah 
Bergman at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 
319-351-2660. 

On Wednesday, September 4, the Sanctuary Choir will gather for our first rehearsal of the fall. We will rehearse 
from 7-8:30 p.m. and then all are welcome to go up the road to Blackstone restaurant for a post-rehearsal happy 
hour with time to catch up with one another. The choir is a fun-loving, spirit-filled group of people that welcomes 
new members. Be our guest at this first choir rehearsal and see if this is the small group is for you! Come share in 
song and fellowship and bring a friend (or two)! Rehearsals are each Wednesday from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the 
choir room. For more information, contact Leah Bergman at 351-2660 or leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 
just come to the choir room any Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

Music Opportunities Abound 
 

Perhaps you once played percussion or clarinet or trumpet in your H.S. marching band or sang in your Glee Club. 
Did you know that there are many opportunities for you to use those gifts here at FPC? You could join the handbell 
choir, or an instrumental ensemble, or the Sanctuary Choir. It’s never too late to renew an old passion for music. 
All levels of ability are welcome in any of our ensembles; the only requirement is a love of music. If you have 
questions, contact Leah Bergman at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or call the church office at 319-351-2660. 

If you are interested in ringing in worship, consider 
joining the handbell ensemble JuBELLation! This is a 
group full of supportive and loving people that love to 
ring! They welcome anyone who wants to help lead 
worship through music. We are excited that Sarah 
Klemuk will be stepping up to direct this ensemble 
again this year. JuBELLation rehearsals will begin 
Sunday, September 8 at 8:00 a.m. Contact Sarah 
Klemuk at sklemuk@gmail.com or Leah Bergman at 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or 351-2660 if 
you are interested or want more information. 

 

What : Sanctuary Choir rehearsal  

Where: FPC choir room 

When: Wednesday, September 4, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Who: Those who love to sing! 
 

With a post-rehearsal happy hour at Blackstone restaurant! 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.  
 Worship God with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing. – Psalm 100 
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All Music and Arts Rehearsals Schedule 
 

Beginning:  

September 4 at 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir fall rehearsal 

September 8 at 8:00 a.m.  JuBELLation Handbell Ensemble 

September 8 at 11:45 a.m.  FPC Brass Group, Woodwind and 
other instruments meeting  

September 8 at 5:00 p.m. Youth Choir (Gr. 4-12), Choir Room 

 

JUNIOR CHOIR 
Pre-K–4th Grade 

Sunday Mornings 
 

Beginning Sept. 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Choir is made up of all children grades Pre-K–4th. 
This group will sing and play together on Sunday mornings 
at the beginning of the [SPACE] break-out times. If your 
child is interested in singing, come on Sunday mornings 
before church for education time and music! This group 
will sing occasionally in worship during the year. Contact 
Leah Bergman for more information! 

Youth Choir is open to 4th–12th graders 
interested in singing and leading in worship. We 
work throughout the year to sing, play, and read 
the Word of God, and learn about worship so 
that the youth can lead worship several times 
throughout the year. Rehearsals are on Sundays 
from 5–6 p.m. 

NEW Day and Time! 
Beginning this fall, Youth Choir  
will now meets every Sunday  

from 5-6 p.m. 

The first rehearsal will be  
Sunday, September 8 and will 

include an ice cream party  
to kick off the year!  

 

First Pres Drum Circle 

Sundays in August after worship 

11:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.  
  

First Pres now has its 
own set of world 
drums! Join us on 
Sundays after worship 
during the month of 
August to explore 
sound, rhythm, 
scripture, and prayer 
through drumming. 
Come one Sunday or all of the Sundays as your 
schedule allows. Contact 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or call the 
office for more information. 
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Updates from Johnson County 

Interfaith Coalition (JCIC) 
 

There are two important items that we are happy to 
share with you from JCIC. First of all, the Hate Crimes 
Ordinance was unanimously approved by the City 
Council of Iowa City. Earlier this spring, many of you at 
FPC filled out a survey indicating an awareness of local 
hate crimes and the need to address these actions when 
they occur. But more importantly, many of you SHOWED 
UP at the city council meeting to indicate your support. 
Thank you! Under this approved ordinance, crimes such 
as trespassing carry an added fine when they involve 
actions focused on a protected population. 

Second, JCIC is gearing up its Integrated Voter 
Engagement initiative. The focus of the group will be to 
educate voters as well as to increase voter registration. 
Thank you to Travis Martin, who will be serving as our 
FPC rep on this committee. Look for upcoming notices 
with information on how we might all support voter 
engagement in the upcoming election. 

Your JCIC Team, 
Nancy Gardner, Bob Goodfellow, and Barb Stanerson 

Supporting our Girls at the Pasrur Christian Girls School in Pasrur, Pakistan 

Several months ago, Friends of Pasrur took the opportunity to provide additional health support for our 100 girls 
who reside in the dormitory at the Christian Girls School.  

Days for Girls (DFG) is an organization that “increases access to menstrual care and education by developing global 
partnerships, cultivating social enterprises, mobilizing volunteers, and innovating sustainable solutions that shatter 
stigmas and limitations for women and girls” (DFG website). With a DFG chapter here in Iowa City, members from 
Friends of Pasrur arranged for 65 menstrual kits to be sent back with Veda Gill when she visited FPC last April. DFG 
volunteer Pam Erhardt spent time showing Veda and others how each kit was assembled along with helpful 
information to share with the girls about sexual health. Veda also noted how the kits could be easily produced by 
the women in the SHE Project in Pasrur to support skills training for women. Reconciliation Ministry provided 
financial support for both the kits and luggage check-in fees.  

Knowing that our girls may have difficulty getting sufficient access to hygienic materials when they return home in 
the summer, Friends of Pasrur is happy that, along with Days for Girls, “... we’re creating a world with dignity, 
health, and opportunity for all” (DFG website). 

Veda Gill, Nancy Gardner, and Pam Erhardt 

look through the assembled kits. 

Sixty-five kits ready to go!  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

FPC is now offering Notary services.  
Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule 

an appointment at 319-351-2660 or  
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
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Reflections from a Pastoral Counselor . . .   

(The Community Pastoral Counseling Service – CPCS — was founded and is still supported by First 
Presbyterian Church of Iowa City, along with five other congregations. At Pastor Sam’s request, The Rev. 
Bruce D. Williams, pastoral counselor/licensed mental health counselor at the service – will be submitting 
articles for our benefit and reflection. CPCS is located at the Congregational United Church of Christ, 30 N. 
Clinton St. in Iowa City. Appointments can be scheduled at 319-337-2519. For more information, visit the 
CPCS website at http://www.cpcsofiowacity.org.) 

Like life itself, psychotherapy is a journey. Just as wondering what lies over the next ridge or is around the 
upcoming bend, so going within ourselves often involves new discoveries and different awareness as we 
plow our past, exam the present, and move into the future. 

When my father died, one of my professors said to me, “Lean into the pain.” I don’t think he was trying to 
be insensitive or cruel. Rather, I think he recognized that sometimes the best way out of a situation is 
through it, while maintaining openness to additional learnings. Processing can move us out of stuckness. 

It can take courage to stay on the therapeutic path and feel our feelings, experience our thoughts, and 
observe our behaviors. Yet, the benefits can be enhancing, liberating, redemptive as deeper understandings 
and more effective ways for interacting are obtained. The old adage about the definition of insanity is 
relevant: “Doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results.” May you travel well. 

Bruce 
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The Community Prayer Box  

is receiving use! 
This outward sign of FPC’s interest and 
investment to the neighborhood and the Iowa 
City community has had Impact, with an average 
of 2 prayer request a week. 

Stop by and check it out. 

  

According to the Johnson County Zoning Office, 
FPC has the only Community Prayer Box in the 
Iowa City/Coralville area.  
 

Thank you to Darin Schroeder for his efforts with 
this project. 

SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, September 21 

Sign Up for TeamFPC begins Sunday, August 18.  
For more information contact Tammy Schroeder, 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

 

                                          FPC Women’s Fall Retreat   
  

November 1–2, at  
Prairiewoods Retreat Center, Hiawatha, Iowa 

  

5 p.m. Friday to 3 p.m. Saturday 

Cost: $75 for double room  
and three meals 

Theme: “Recharge, Rejoice, Renew” 

  
Mark the date on your calendar 

now and watch for more information 

in September.  
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Please Mark your 

Calendars  
Saturday, October 5 at 9 a.m.  
Lower Level Parking Lot 

The Pumpkins are coming  
and we need help unloading! 

All ages are invited to join.  
High schoolers will receive Silver cord hours!  

For more info 
call Tammy 
Schroeder, 
351-2660 

Mark your calendar to join us  
at FPC from 9–11 a.m. on 
Saturdays starting Sept. 14. 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn  

MONEY 
MATTERS Larry Bruner, Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

1st Half of 2019 $271,636.17 $68,184.06 $339,820.23  $327,048.66 $12,771.57 

July $24,548.36 $298.43 $24,846.79  $62,804.17 -$37,957.38 

2019 Totals $296,184.53 $68,482.49 $364,667.02  $389,852.83 -$25,185.81 



Page 14 First Presbyterian Church August 15—September 15, 2019 

FPC Book Club Invites You to 

Join Us 

September 26  
The Soloist by Steve Lopez 

We meet the last Wednesday 
of the month from noon to 1 
p.m. at 1095 Silvercrest Circle 
#223 (Legacy Senior Living, 
Scott Blvd.). Bring your lunch 
and share in the fellowship. 
For more information, contact 
Janet Walker, 358-6737. 

Wednesday Morning  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us in Coover Lounge from 9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Starting September 25.  

The class is led by Pastor Sam.  

New members are ALWAYS welcome.  

FaithWorks begins Oct 6, room14, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Have you struggled with big questions of faith? 

Are you looking to do justice and live with 
mercy? 

FaithWorks is the class for you! 

 

Contact Pastor Sam for more information 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

Are you a recent new member, have you gotten a new phone number, 
dropped your landline, changed emails, moved, gotten married or had a 
baby recently? 

 It’s time to sign into MyFirstPres and verify that your contact information 
is correct. Keeping MyFirstPres up-to-date is the BEST way to be informed 
and stay informed about all things FPC. 

Under the Home tab, drop down to My Profile, click the white edit button on the right. You can pick family info or 
personal photo. If you don’t have a photo or want a different photo: choose your photo/upload to your device, click 
personal photo, browse to locate, select photo, preview then don’t forget to hit SAVE! (You will see a message pop up 
that a change request has been sent; your changes will appear within 24 hours.) 
  

If you are a first timer, you will need to go to: www.firstpresiowacity.org, click MyFirstPres, then Need a Login? Click 
Here; fill in the requested info—click Find Me, follow screen prompts and you are done.  
  

                                      If you have questions, contact Tammy Schroeder at 319-351-2660. 

MyFirstPres 

Introducing … Spotlight MyFirstPres  
  

Each spotlight will highlight the benefits and conveniences of using MyFirstPres 
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The Reconciliation Ministry of FPC  

takes seriously Jesus’ proclamation of the Realm of God, with its focus on justice, mercy and faith. FPC leads 
the way in ministries of mission and justice through programs that invite members to share in changing the 
world for God’s sake. 

FPC raised $566.35 in 2019 
to combat world hunger!  

Thanks to everyone for 
their participation! 

FPC raised $1,088 for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing—
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance—the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, and Self-Development of People, all work in different 
ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial 
disaster response to ongoing community development, their work 
fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
Thanks to all who donated to support these great PC (USA) 
Causes! 

The Peace and Global Witness offering will be 
received on October 6.  

The Peace and Global Witness offering builds on the 
Presbyterian Commitment to Peacemaking that was 
established in 1980—50% is used by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) Mission Agency to advocate for peace 
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and 

Christian witness. 25% of this offering will remain in with the local Presbytery. The Reconciliation Ministry will 
meet in August to determine where in Iowa City the final 25% of the offering will be donated.  

Thanks to the generous giving 
of FPC members, $483 will be 
sent to Presbyterian Church 
(USA) to support at Risk 
Children. The remaining $322 
will be sent to Camp Wyoming, 
our local Presbyterian Church 
Camp. Again, many thanks for 
the generous giving in support 
of these PC(USA) programs.  

Reconciliation Ministry collected the Pentecost offering in June.  
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Summer Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
 

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

 ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 
Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH, 
YOUNG ADULT, AND HOSPITALITY  

Layne Sheetz 
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

 NURSERY SUPERVISOR (through Aug. 25) 
Kathryn Zahs  
katie.zahs@firstpresiowacity.org 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND ARTS 
Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF PROGRAMMING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF STEWARDSHIP AND 
MANAGEMENT 

Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  
  

PASTOR 
Sam Massey 
sam.massey@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church 

Here are a few thoughts on how to be Welcoming Congregation … 
 

The Greeter Gauntlet—A greeter’s role is to make your guests feel welcomed and at home. Too 
many greeters can exhaust and overwhelm first-time guests. Greeters should be stationed at doors 
and hallways. 

The Helpful Greeter—Escorting shows you care; it is also an opportunity to make a connection and 
turn a visitor into a friend. 

Reserved Seating—Late arrivals will not walk up front for a seat; train ushers to help them find 
seating. Provide a small section of seating, just for those running late. 

The Overstuffed Bulletin—Bulletins may be a waste of paper, but first time visitors need them to 
follow along. Don’t fill them with everything under the sun; that causes visitors to feel 
overwhelmed and less likely to return. 

Published from: Unwelcomed: 50 Ways Churches Drive Away First Time Visitors 


