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Join Leah Bergman for a series of meditative
worship services on Wednesday evenings during
Advent.

These brief (20-30 min.) services offered through
Zoom continue on December 15th and 22nd at
7:00 p.m. The services consist of scripture, prayer,
simple a capella singing, silence, and listening.

Watch your FPC Daily emails and Facebook for the
Zoom link, or contact Leah for it to be sent to you
each week.

W C[ C{ . For more information, contact Leah at
eanesdays m s leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org

December, 7:00pm

Celebrate the Season

Sunday, December 19 ~

9:00 am Christmas Play
10:30 am Worship, Paul Akin preaching

Tuesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
4:30 & 7 pm Candlelight Worship, George Minot preaching

Sunday, December 26 ~ CIOSEe o

10:30am  Worship, George Minot preaching HQme
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Dear Members and Friends,

When | interviewed with the interim pastor search
committee, | told them | had a love/hate relationship
with being an interim pastor. The love part of interim
ministry is meeting you, being challenged by you,
learning from you, being forgiven by you for my
mistakes, working with you, cherishing special
moments with you, and all of this in the unique
circumstances of wearing masks, maintaining social
distance, and most of the time remaining safely inside
our residences.

The hate part of the work of interim ministry is leaving,
saying good-bye, feeling grief at the end of our time
together, losing out on the privilege of seeing you in
person without masks, not doing some of the things
together that | thought we would be doing.

But there’s a more painful part. It’s the part that comes
from professional ethics, particularly the ethics that
apply at the end of a pastoral relationship. A pastor is
obligated to say good-bye.

A pastoral good-bye means we won’t be in contact with
each other, and the relationships will live in our
memories. That means | cannot stay in touch — call,
text, email, snail mail, follow you on social media, or
send balloons into the sky over lowa City to say hello.
The professional obligation is to clear the emotional
field for the new pastor.

It feels awful writing this. People might conclude that
our relationship didn’t matter to me. That’s not true in
any way. Leaving a congregation — leaving FPC — does
matter to me. It hurts in a powerful way. I'm already
beginning to miss you. I'll think about you on the third

LG/—/_'O/?Z’

Tuesday of the month
2
Sorstors

(Session meetings), when |
do not turn on YouTube to
watch worship, when |
imagine more and more
people coming to worship,
when | anticipate that the @&%
long-waited-for day of

singing and hearing the choir sing may have arrived. As
an interim, | have never had the joy of watching

children grow up in church or seeing love blossom and
people marry, of grieving with you when someone that
we have known together for a long time dies.

You could ask this question: if this is so painful, why do
you do it? | do it because I've been called to serve this
way. | do it because the joy of being with you far
outweighs the pain of saying good-bye. | do it because |
am convinced a transitional process is beneficial to
most congregations.

| will continue praying for FPC, for your ministry, and
for the advent of a new pastor.

May God bless and keep you, be gracious and kind to
you, and may God’s face be upon you and grant you
peace.

With gratitude,

Terry
he/him/his

Pastor Terry wished for the following to be included in this newsletter

Dear Members and Friends,

Ginny and | felt privileged and blessed by the
opportunity of being with you in lowa City. We are
grateful for your warm thoughts in our last week and on
our last day—a wonderful way to remember FPC,
especially as we drove across lowa and then Nebraska.
Thank you for your generosity and for the memories.

With gratitude,
Terry and Ginny
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During this time of transition before we welcome
our called pastor, Session voted to retain the
services of an office administrator. | was happy to
accept this call and have been working in the church
office since November 22. I'm hoping that my
experience in school administration will allow me to
support the work of the staff and maintain

consistency of programming during this interim
period. These past weeks have been an absolute
joy, and | appreciate the help staff and others are
providing as | step into this new position.

With gratitude,
Nancy Gardner

The Church
Re-Entry
Committee has
updated the
Phase llI policy
to correspond
with current
Covid information. The policy can be found on the
Open Information window on the church website.
Announcements will also be made during the
church service. We are still asking everyone to
mask up and maintain social distancing in the
pews. Ryerson Fellowship Hall will be open for
conversation after the service. We are excited to
offer both in-person and online worship. By
following these Phase Il guidelines, we can work
together to keep us all healthy!

Income / Expense Update — November 2021
Co-Moderators of Finance, Leann Graves and Nancy Gardner

Current Month Year to Date Prior Year to Date
Income $ 57,877.48 $531,224.18 $647,335.38
Expense $ 42,698.68 $517,588.75 $834,888.90
Total +/- $ 15,178.80 $ 13,635.43 ($187,755.52)*

*The difference in the prior year to last year's Income and Expense
is due to the Capital Campaign Project of the elevator.
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Our Christmas Joy Offering

gach year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the church with incredible leadership in every time
and place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their faith communities as well. This offering
addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including leadership development for communities of
color, and providing for Presbyterian church workers in their times of need.

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The offering distributes
gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to church workers and
their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and leadership development while
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.

$1.1 million in gifts from 2017
are being used to provide critical financial support and grants for current and retired
Presbyterian church workers in their times of need

26 countries
have been represented in the last 25 years at Presbyterian Pan American School

98% of graduates
from Menaul School go on to college

84% of faculty
at Stillman College hold terminal degrees

We will be celebrating the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, December 12" and will receive the offering through
December at https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ or via mail to the FPC office.

CHRISTMAS JOY

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

LEAOERSHIP PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

mm&nm&n

’5 FPC Book Club Wishes you

. \ a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
i/ There will be no December gathering.

100

L

For more information, contact Mary Linn at jmLnn@aol.com
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https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/

First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by January 3 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

December 15-31 January1-15
12/15  Greg Smith 1/3 Mike Raffensperger

12/15  Jeri Smith ; M 1/4 Margaret Bruner

12/16  Seth Hiatt 1/4 Bryce Christensen
12/17  Roxanne Boysen 1/6 Reg Cooper

on your
birthday

12/18  Dennis Pedde /7 Jack Perkins
12/18  Chitoka Webb /7 Ann Burton
12/19  Deb Boland 1/7 John Ruyle
12/20  Tammy Foster 1/9 Shea Paulsen
12/20  Ryan Brentner 1/10 Brian Kleis
12/21  Helen Sheets 1/12 Liz Bolin

12/22  Cory Morris 1/13 Linda Couch
12/23  Sarah Parker 1/13 George Minot
12/24  Joe Graves 1/14 Wanda Martin
12/24  Erick Fletcher 1/14 Ben Nicholson
12/27  Lucille Hamilton 1/14 Oliver Sheetz
12/28  Sarah Klemuk 1/16 Jean James
12/29  Devin Raffensperger 1/16 Kip Neubauer

12/30  Mike Sheetz
12/30  Eugenia Byamungu

Known

o have been

Hogpitalized:

Jim Claypool and
Dan Thedens

~ BIG GOD
BIG QUESTIONS

CONFIRMATION FOR A GROWING FAITH

It's not too late! If a student is in 7th grade or older and not confirmed yet,
they are invited to join this year’s group. Please contact Anna at
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org today!
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Sunday, December 19, 9-10 a.m.
Sanctuary
“Simply Having a Time Travel Christmas
Time” and Nativity Story

Join the FPC Youth Group on a cosmic adventure to reclaim
and redeem Christmas! Set in the future where Christmas’s
true meaning is lost, a merry band of characters—both

familiar and new—journey through time to save Christmas.

Families with children aged 0-3rd grade who wish to
participate: The 4-6th Grade Youth Group will be leading the
Nativity story starring your children! Come at 9 a.m. and get
dressed up in some of our fun costumes and be a part of the

story!
A4 )
winter break
Equipping Ministry Programs will be on Winter Break from
December 25-January 2. There will be no Nursery, Sunday
School (including Wired Word) and Youth Groups.
Happy Winter Break!
LORD ..
Winter Sunday jusr & RIGHT

School begins on

' This is part of the verse that the Jeremiah Justice
Sunday, January 9! Initiative is based on (Jeremiah 22:3). If you have
ever wondered what JJl is, if Sunday nights have
. not worked for your schedule, or if you are
Classe.:s offered this curious what Biblical Justice looks like, this is for
Winter 2022: you!

* The Children’s Class meets in Seeking Justice
the Art Room
A 5-week series lead by Layne Sheetz will

* The Parents’ Group meets in . S e .
P consider what Biblical justice looks like and what

the Young Youth Group . S .
Room it takes to do what is just and right.

% The Wired Word meets in This group meet§ January 9—february 6 from
Coover Lounge 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Pastor’s Place on the

Lower Level. Please email Layne at
Layne.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org or check out
https://firstpresiowacity.org/ministries/christian
-education/fpcfaith/

* Seeking Justice meets in the
Pastor’s Place;s e e
announcement [on t hi
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As the world is
finding equilibrium
between COVID
precautions and safe
community, l am
hearing that First
Presbyterian Church
is disconnected,
fractured, and even
‘broken.” We know
that this is a reality of
pandemic life,
especially with transitioning through not one, but
two pastors stepping down from leadership!

First Presbyterian Church’s Equipping Ministry is
creating new programs in order to piece our
community back together. These programs and
events are created with multiple generations,.
multiple life styles, and multiple technological
abilities in mind. Please prayerfully consider how you
would like to be connected back at First Presbyterian
Church and engage how and if these programs feel
safe to you. | continue to pray for resurrection for
our community during this continued time of
wilderness for FPC. | look forward to puzzling it out
with you!

Anna Sheetz; Director of Christian Education

Equipping Ministry will begin hosting
FIRST FRIDAYS @ FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

beginning in January!

Each First Friday of
the month, an event
will be hosted for ALL
AGES. Times and
activities will change
so watch out in each
newsletter for the upcoming
event!

Please join our inaugural
First ‘First Friday’ at First Pres!
Friday, January 7 from 6-7:30 p.m.

Game s, Stories, and
Board games for all ages will be available, a story-
telling event will be hosted from 6:30-7 p.m., and
social time to interact in Ryerson Hall!

S0

A NEW

YORK TIMES BESTS

SECRET LIFE ‘
o BEEs

anovel

The Jeremiah Justice
Initiative is starting a
new adventure: Fiction!

This group focuses on
justice, reconciliation, and Iearnmg about equity.
This is a life-changing group that transforms hearts
and minds. Join this group as they read The Secret
Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd. This group will meet
weekly on Sunday nights from 6-7:30 p.m. from Jan-
uary 23— April 10.

If you are interested, check out the FPC Faith @
Home page at https://firstpresiowacity.org/
ministries/christian-education/fpcfaith/

LerS in Le

Equipping Ministry knows that we don't just
connect through laughter. We can connect

through struggles, tears, and shared pain. This

Lent, let’s meet together to read through two of
C.S. Lewis’ most challengingworks: Th e Pr o
of &dA nGr i ef.wW&lbsisugglke v e d
through Lent, grief, pain, and the human
experience together.

More information will be available in FPC’s next
newsletter.

Jhe
prROBLEM
OF \*‘N

p—

First Presbyterian Church
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Equlpplng Mmlstry is proud to
announce that the Nursery is
Updated and Re-Opening!

We have prioritized toys that can be
cleaned, wiped down, and sterilized.
With a safe new climbing area for little
ones—there are new toys and old
favorites just waiting to be played with!

The nursery is available on Sunday
mornings from 10-11:45 a.m. for
children 0-5 years old.

There wil/ be no |[nur

January 2.

A special THANK YOU goes to to Jamie
Helmick, Gerald Hill, and the Buildings
and Grounds Ministry for their assistance
and hard work in the update of the
nursery for our children!

VBX at FPC is BACK!

1. Save the Date! Mark your
calendar for
August 8-11, 2022.

IBLE EXPERIENCE

2. Join the team! We're putting
together a VBX Team. If you are
passionate about providing a
great VBX this summer, we need
you! Email Anna at
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.
org today!

ACATION

December 24, Decelmbe

FPC has opportunities for Youth on Sunday!
4th-6th Graders meet in their Youth Room from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

There’s a GAME GROUP for all ages that meets from 5:30-6:30
sery care avai Il abl

P 6, or
7th-12th Graders meet in the Young Youth Room from 6:30-8

p.m.

Both Youth Groups will have their Christmas
Parties on Sunday, December 19.

Each group will have a White Elephant gift ﬁ—
exchange. Gifts are encouraged to be homemade
or reused. There’s a $5 spending limit on 4th-6th Grade group
and a $10 spending limit on the 7th-12th graders.

Both Groups will be on Winter Break December 26 and

January2.Be sure to mark your cal

Pres!

Sunday, January 9, 2021

4th-6th Graders: We'll take a look at young Jesus in the Bible.
What did he do when he was their age? What can they do as
young Christians? We’ll check in, learn, and play!

7th-12th Graders: New Year? New You? Are New Years
Resolutions important? What does true transformation look
like?

Sunday, January 16, 2021
4th-6th Graders: Who was Martin Luther King Jr? What does he
mean to white Christians these days?

7th-12th Graders: Martin Luther King Jr. named 3 evils in the
world. What are these evils? Are they still evil? Would you add
any?

First Presbyterian Church December 15, 2021—January 15, 2022
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PRrESBYTERIAN YOUTH TRIENNIUM 2022
July 24-27 « Indianapolis, IN

Youth completing 9th-12th grades are invited to this upcoming Triennium in Indianapolis!
The dates are July 24-27, 2022, and the cost per student is $255.

Anna needs a confirmed YES and a non-refundable$100 check by February 1 if a student would like to
attend.

RSVP forms will be available by December 19 in the Young Youth Room or at https://
firstpresiowacity.org/ministries/christian-education/seasonal-events/

As Christians, we like to do things in 3s. God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit—3. “When
two or more are gathered, | am there” —minimum 3. How many meals a day? 3.
Traditional wisdom tells us that good things (or bad things) seem to always
come in threes. You get the point.

This winter, First Presbyterian Church of lowa City is launching a transformative
endeavor. To read the whole New Testament in three months, in groups of
three or more, with three celebratory parties! We believe that this is an
important and, perhaps, life—changing ministry because:

God calls us to teach our children and communities about God’s goodness
(Deuteronomy 6).

GRUW We find peace and delight spending time in God’s word (Psalm 1)

Christian community is formed and transformed by reading the Bible together
GROUPS (Acts 2)

So here’s the commitment asked: Each person sets aside 30 minutes each day for reading and engaging with
Scripture. Grow Groups set aside 60 minutes each week for sharing, learning and prayers. All groups set aside
about 90 days for the complete reading of the New Testament.

Here’s where you can find more information: https://firstpresiowacity.org/ministries/christian-education/grow-
groups/ Sign ups will begin Sunday, February 6.

Equipping Ministry is asking passionate and

w A Y s -I- U S E R v E loving adults to serve in transformative ways!

Join the Equipping Team:

Lead a Children’s Class:

Serve in the Nursery:

Please prayerfully consider how you might use your gifts, talents, and passions to serve. Contact Anna Sheetz,
Cathe Franz, Judy Whitford, Layne Sheetz, or Jen Adams to get involved today!
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The FPC Endowment and Memorials Committee
Bob and Millie Youngquist, Coordinators

Spiritual Partnering Across Generations
Thoughts on End of the Year Giving

In this season so full of wonder and blessing, have you
given thoughtful consideration to a significant year-
end charitable gift? You may be grateful for the
blessings that God has bestowed on you and yours.
Your recognition that we are “blessed to be a
blessing” may have encouraged you to believe that
now is the appropriate time to make a meaningful gift
to our First Presbyterian Church.

All of us are indebted to the past, to those who
precede us. We drink from wells we have not dug. We
enjoy liberties we have not won. We share faith
whose foundations we have not laid.

At the same time, we are seeds of the future, for
those who succeed us. We dream and envision and
set things in motion. The fruition of our decisions will
be known only to others whom we will not meet. We
are called to partner in faith with those who have
gone before us and to offer the best that we have to
give to those who will follow.

We, as members and friends of First Presbyterian
Church, are the beneficiaries of many tangible and
spiritual gifts made possible by the faithful generosity
and foresight of prior generations. It is important to
build on that foundation to strengthen and secure
what we have for future generations. To that end, the

First Presbyterian Church

mission of the First Presbyterian Church Endowment
Committee is to join in a loving partnership with the
Church community to encourage and facilitate gifts
and bequests to the First Presbyterian Church that
ensure the uninterrupted fulfillment of the Church’s
Mission for the generations that follow.

As the end of this year approaches, please consider
making a gift to our FPC Endowment Fund. These gifts
could include appreciated securities, cash as well as
IRA distributions. For details on these as well as many
other giving opportunities, please contact Bob and
Millie Youngquist to indicate your interest.
Additionally, we request that you seek professional
legal advice with regard to your personal situation.

“Do not | ay up for you
where moth and rust de
in and steal, but | ay
heaven, where neither
where thieves do not b
your treasure is, ther

Matthew 6:19-21

Bob and Millie Youngquist,

FPC Endowment/Memorial Coordinators:
endowment@firstpresiowacity.org
319-653-4673
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Explore Camp Wyoming & Summer Registration

A week at summer camp is an
experience like no other. Adults often
look back on the formative years of
their childhood and identify summer
camp as one of the most integral
experiences that helped make them
who they are today. Summer camp !
always has and continues to be a place !
where kids and youth can grow and g
learn in a cooperative environment set
apart from the pace of the “real world.”
At Camp Wyoming, our programs
afford all participants a chance to learn
more about who they are and who
they want to become as they grow in
their faith in Jesus Christ.

We invite you to send your child,
grandchild, niece, nephew, friend, or
neighbor to Camp Wyoming this year,
and let them have their own adventure

summer 2019

FPC member campers Gloria & Glory,

Registration for summer 2022
camp session opens on
Monday, January 3rd. Every
family has different abilities and
resources to pay for camp,
which is why Camp Wyoming
has a voluntary three-tiered
pricing program. You have the
ability to choose the tier that is
most affordable for your family.
No matter which price is
selected, all campers receive
B! the same camp
1 experience. Learn more about

Y this at https://
campwyoming.net/summer-
| camp/camp/tiered-pricing/
| Campers registered before the
Early Bird Deadline of March
15th will save $25 on their
camp fees and be more likely to

that will become a formative faith
experience for their entire life. You can explore Camp
Wyoming right now at https://campwyoming.net/

get a spot in the camp program
of their choice.

Afghan Refugee Taskforce Report

At its October meeting, Session appointed a

taskforce (TF), linked to FPC’s Reconciliation Ministry, to
gather information about national, regional and local
Afghan refugee placement efforts. This TF will
ultimately consider volunteer & financial resource
implications for FPC. The TF will also begin dialogue with
local faith communities (such as St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church) and via the Consultation of
Religious Communities to determine what Afghan
refugee efforts are being considered. Current TF
members are John Barr, Nancy Gardner & Sharon
Raffensperger.

Our TF has been gathering information about the
evolving Afghan refugee situation. Overview and
background information was obtained from the
following sources from events we’ve attended:

1. The PowerPoint from a Church World Services
program on 9/30, at: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1E7G4uv6gGT9ePWimOMN M a3EsH7zfiz/view

2. The recording of a Refugee Alliance of Central lowa
webinar on 9/23, at: refugeeallianceofcentraliowa.org

3. A Zoom meeting of the Refugee Alliance of East
lowa on 11/22, recorded at https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1ZowNj3XKkyxrw42zWnuk4RE3vaXStjxF/view?

usp=sharing

First Presbyterian Church

The first half of this meeting focused on placement of
Afghan refugees in lowa. As of mid-November, 700
refugees had been placed primarily in Des Moines,
Sioux City and Council Bluffs. The Catherine McAuley
Center (CMC), Cedar Rapids, a designated Afghan
Assistance Program site, has worked with 75 of these
refugees regarding housing, furnishings, access to
benefits, job placement, tutoring, and other basic
needs. The CMCis in the process of building a
“community sponsorship program.” The CMC has a
range of needs / opportunities, as follows:

CMC'’s in-kind donation Wish list
https://cmc-cr.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Wish-
List-8-2021.pdf

If you have items to donate, contact: mitch@cmc-
cr.org

CMC'’s volunteer opportunities

https://cmc-cr.org/volunteer/

Please appreciate that this is a very fluid and ever-
changing humanitarian crisis.

December 15, 2021—January 15, 2022
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First Presbyterian Church continues its support of Ecumenical Towers

Did you know that there is an apartment building in
downtown lowa City with which our congregation has
a long-standing connection? The Ecumenical Towers
apartment building, located at 320 East Washington St.,
adjacent to the Senior Center, serves housing needs of
low-income seniors and persons with disabilities.
Ecumenical Towers had its start in 1977 when 12 lowa
City churches formed the Ecumenical Housing
Corporation with the goal of developing a facility to
meet housing needs of seniors and persons with
disabilities in lowa City. Construction began in 1980,
with the first resident moving into the facility in late
1981. Ecumenical Towers is celebrating 40 years of
service to lowa City.

The 11-story ET building has 81 units. As a Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) project, rents are subsidized
and the building is managed in accordance with HUD
regulations. There is an on-site staff, including a
resident relations specialist, a service coordinator, and a
maintenance specialist. A property management group
operates the building under the direction of a local
board.

Ecumenical Towers is governed by a 12-member Board
of Directors, with one representative from each of the
founding congregations. These are: Congregational
Church of Christ, First Christian Church, First Mennonite
Church, First Presbyterian Church, First United
Methodist Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, St.
Andrew Presbyterian Church, St. Mark's United
Methodist Church, St. Thomas More Catholic Church,
St. Wenceslaus Church, Spirit of Christ Church and
Trinity Episcopal
Church.

Past Board
representatives
from our church
include Bonnie
Bender. Nancy
Weber is the
current board
member
representing our
church.

Mental Health Initiative at St. Andrew Church

The Mental Health Initiative at St. Andrew Church of
lowa City, spearheaded by Marcia Murphy, has
developed clothing drives to collect sweatpants for
psychiatric patients at the University of lowa Hospitals
and Clinics. The nursing staff identified this need for
suitable, comfortable clothing as medications often
cause weight gain, and better physical comfort allows
patients to focus on improving their mental health.
Many patients are low-income, come from out of state
and/or lack family support. This caring program has
been well received, but the need outweighed the
supply, and practical considerations for storage and
matching sizes complicated the process.

In an effort to reach more patients more efficiently,
Marcia worked with the Ul Center for Advancement to
set up a fund within the Ul Psychiatry Department to
allow for the purchase of apparel items, mainly
sweatpants, for inpatients the nurses identify as
needing this service.

First Presbyterian Church

Prayerfully consider supporting this urgent need with a
monetary donation. Most people know of someone
with a mental illness. Helping patients gain a stronger
foothold once again in a hospital setting can often be
lifesaving. If you would like to contribute to this fund,
please make your checks payable to :

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Memo: MHI
Sweatpants

Mail check to: Finance Administrator, St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church

140 Gathering Place Lane

lowa City, lowa 52246

Or Contact:

Morgan Shea, Assistant Vice President, Health Science
Development

University of lowa Center for Advancement

One West Park Road, lowa City IA. 52242
319-467-3505 Email: Morgan.Shea@foriowa.org
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Pasrur Scholarships Reminder
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A few years ago, my four-year-old grandson, Charlie’s
other grandmother passed away. She was a lovely
person and it was a great loss to everyone.

When Charlie went to the funeral home he was
apprehensive. He was in the lobby area outside of the
room where the memorial would be held but

he refused to go in. No amount of urging or cajoling
could budge him. After a while, his grandfather came
up to him and told him that he had a rock in his pocket
with magic powers. He said that his father had given it
to him. This rock would give people great courage. His
grandfather took a small rock out of his pocket and
gave it to Charlie. If you have this rock in your hand,
you can do very brave things.

Charlie’s eyes grew large and with a somber look on his
face he took the rock and put it in his pocket. He
walked around the room for a while with his hand in his
pocket, contemplating whether he felt different. At
last, he walked into the room where the memorial
service was held and took his seat in a row of folding
chairs with his family.

The grandfather got up to give his eulogy, but after
talking about his wife for a little while, he choked up.
He looked down and seemed frozen and then

his shoulders started to heave silently. This went on for
an extended time and it began to look like he wouldn’t
recover.
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Charlie sprang from his seat and ran to the front of the
room where his grandfather was standing. He reached
in his pocket and handed his grandfather the “magic”
rock. Of course, his grandfather chuckled, which broke
the paralysis of grief that had gripped him. He was able
to continue and complete what he had to say.

Courage. Where do you find it? In the face of grief,
resentment, frustration, apathy, or fear where do you
go to find courage? For me, when | am working on the
Pasrur project | feel imbued with a sense of grace. I'm
able to persevere despite challenges. | imagine that this
is because I’'m doing God’s work. Perhaps it is the same
for you. A leap of faith | believe they call it.

Once again, we are asking for renewals for Pasrur
scholarships for the coming school year. If you had
planned to contribute and haven’t yet gotten around to
it, this is your reminder. Please help us to do God'’s
work in this troubled world.

Merry Christmas from the Friends of Pasrur,
Jane Cranston
jane-cranston@uiowa.edu

t hee.
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Dear Members and Friends,

The Open Information process is now in operation through
the FPC website. Session adopted its Open Information
Policy in July to communicate to the membership about its
work and the work of its committee. What follows are
instructions for accessing information.

Instructions on viewing Open Access to Information
documents on FPC Website

+ Call Tammy Schroeder 319-351-2660 for the password
¢Goto FPCwebsitef r st presi owacity.org
¢Scroll down HomepagetoOpen Access to I nformaton
# Review list of Recently Updated documents
# Click View Repository
# Enter Password and click enter button
# Click on Click Here button
# Page opens to Committee Folder listings
# Click on desired folder to open and views documents

Example:

Click on Session Folder — It will open with 2 sub folders
Minutes (contains Minutes from Clerk)
Monthly Packet (contains documents for preparation of said month’s meeting)

Click on document you wish to see.

Needl es, Hookpk and Yarn
v We wi h you a |M y
a n
e

S o] err
Christmas and a Healthy,

. Happy New Yeajr'!

g We | ook forwarjd to seeing

Aih you in 2022}
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MyFirstPres lets you: Church Life phone

e Update contact/photo App lets you: MyFirStPres

information o Locate member

contact info (church

* See financial gifts & directory at your finger

Give online tips)
e See & print directories o Text, email and get ~ MyFirstPres and Church Life are two
lendar of directions different things. MyFirstPres is a portal on
* See calendar of events the website that allows you access to

e See calendar of

several member options. Church Life is a
events

downloaded app on your phone, that allows
e Give online you to have a church directory &
calendar in your pocket. You MUST sign up
for MyFirstPres before you can download
GET CONNECTED — STAY CONNECTED  Church Life.
Contact Tammy Schroeder for more info

Greetings from FPC,
During this time of the celebration of Jesus’ birth, we wish you God'’s peace.

2021 has been a year of many challenges, and our church has faced them with the confidence that God will see us
through. We celebrate and praise God that the congregation and our friends have faithfully fulfilled their pledges this
year.

As 2022 draws near, we must complete a budget that allows us to continue serving our Lord in many ways. It is critical
that you renew your pledge from last year or modify as your situation allows. To make your pledge, complete and return
the pledge card below or pledge through My First Pres by signing in and opening the Giving Tab.

If you do not plan to pledge for 2022 at this time, please contact Krista Livingston in the church office at 319-351-2660 or
email finance@firstpresiowacity.org and let her know. If we do not hear from you, we will call you so we have the
information we need to complete our 2022 budget.

May you experience the embrace of God’s love and grace in the New Year.
Faithfully yours,
The FPC Session

For the love of Christ, the glory of God, and my commitment to FPC 2022 PLAN FOR GIVING
1/We pledge the annual amount of $ to be paid in the

following manner:
O 1/we would like to give by check: [] Monthly [ Quarterly [ Yearly

O 1/we would like to set up automatic withdrawal. (Complete form on the backside.)*

O 1/we would like to continue automatic withdrawal and authorize*
[0 Monthly [0 Quarterly O Yearly

first

presbyterian

to support Per Capita** to be paid
church

O I/We would like to contribute S
[ separately [ or from our total 2022 commitment.
Name(s): Signature Date:

*With the understanding this estimate of giving may be adjusted at any time by contacting the Manager of Finance and Purchasing.
**per Capita dues are the means for supporting the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly on your behalf. In 2022 Per Capita will be approx.$38 per member.
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First Presbyterian Churt
2701 Rochester Ave.

Public Office Hours:
9:00 a.n®4:00 p.m. Monddfiyriday
except holidays or when announced

lowa City, lowa 52245

Ph 318512660
www.firstpresiowacity.org

While the worship and service to God are vital to Christian life, your safety is our
priority. We ask that you make the best decision for you and your family and do

not attempt travel during inclement weather.

If lowa City Community School District delays or cancels school and events due to

weather, the church office will also be closed and any scheduled activities cancelled.

If winter weather will affect Sunday worship, a link will be emailed and posted on

Facebook offering a prayer service on Zoom led by staff.

We will advise you of cancellations by email, by changing the church’s outgoing
voice mail message, posting on our website and on Facebook. In addition,
cancellations of church activities will be posted on KCRG-TV .

DIRECTOFOFLITURGY MUSIC& ARTS
Leah Bergman ) )
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org

DIRECTOROF CHRISTIANEDUCATION
Anna Sheetz . _
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org

First Presbyterian Church Staff

MANAGEROF HNANCE& RURCHASING
Krista Livingston ]
finance @firstpresiowacity.org

ORGANIST ASSISTANTO DIRECTOFOF CHRISTIAN ADMINISTRATIVASSISTANT
Melissa Moll o EDUCATION Tammy Foster R
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org Judy Whitford tammy foster@firstpresiowacity.org
HosT judy.whitford @firstpresiowacity.org SXTON

Tammy Schroeder S ASSISTANTO DIRECTOROF CHRISTIAN Gerald Hill o
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org EDUCATION gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org

ADMINISTRATOR
Nancy Gardner .
Nancy.hayes.gardner@gmail.com

VIDEOPRODUCTIONSPECIALIST
Caleb Davis .
calebdavisace9@gmail.com

Layne Sheetz
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org

ENDOWMENT& MEMORIAL
COORDINATORS

Bob & Millie Youngquist

endowment@firstpresiowacity.org

Generosity is a spiritual discipline in response to
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