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fist Sundays start with breakfast at 9 a.m.

presbyterian

church  followed by Christian Ed for ALL.

Saturday, December 14
9:00 a.m.-Noon 35th Annual Cookie Walk
Proceeds go to lowa City Free Lunch Program.

Third Sunday of Advent: December 15
10:30 a.m. Worship with Christmas Pageant
4:00 p.m. Youth Group Caroling

Wednesday, December 18
1:00 p.m. Advent Bible Study with Pastor Nathan

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 22
10:30 a.m. Worship Christmas Joy Offering
Christmas Eve: December 24

5:30 p.m. Y'all Come Band
6:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Strings

Happening at FPC this Advent

FPC has been invited
to the Congregational
United Church of
Christ at 30 N.
Clinton in lowa City
on December 15

from 4-7 p.m.!

This is an event for ALL AGES,
so please consider coming.

We will eat and sing together.
Itis sure to be a tremendous
night of adventure, carols,
and friends!

15 SUPPER &
CAROLING

ALL AGES

4-7
n E DINNER 4-5 P M
i PRACTICE5-5:30

CAROLING 5:30-7

Congregational United Church of Christ
30 N. Clinton, lowa City
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Dear Church,

As | write this, I'm working on materials for our ongoing Advent
study on Christmas carols and thinking about the evolution of our
hymn traditions—my professor Peter Gomes’ advice to
prospective ministers was “choose your hymns well,” as those [ Ssa
hymns are likely to be the only theology people remember. This .
is why | sometimes make it a point to include carols that either F rom I ',.'e .ﬁ/[’/
do not appear in Glory to God or appear there slightly different
forms than those we reprint. Anyone who, in a fit of curiosity or F

astor

boredom, has read the bottoms of our hymn pages, knows that
sometimes tunes travel along different paths than texts—you

may have grown up singing Away in a Manger to the rings?). So when we use a slightly different text than
tune Cradle Song, as appears in our hymnal or, as | did  you’re used to, or try out a different tune than you

(he says, quickly checking his childhood hymnal to expect, we join a long line of people seeking to find the
verify), to the tune Mueller. And sure enough, not only  best way for our hymns and carols to proclaim awe and
does the bottom of hymn 114 in Glory to God list wonder to the wider world. Sometimes the result is
Mueller as an alternate tune, but you can see it in print  glorious, sometimes an experiment never to be

at hymn 115. repeated, but always hoping to expand our

These variations are so vast that no one hymnal can understanding of the story of God and God’s people.

collect up every different tune and stanza that are part  Grace and Peace,
of each hymn’s history, and they shouldn’t—editors Pastor Nathan
have always played a vital role in developing our
musical tradition, whether to improve hymns or to
provide a shared understanding of them for their
audience. We see this all over our hymnal—O0 for A
Thousand Tongues to Sing originally had something like
19 stanzas, and the fifth verse of Amazing Grace was
imported from another hymn by Edwin O. Excell fifty
years after it was written. These editors and hymnal
compilers have done wonderful work to deliver
hymnals that shaped the theology of our denomination
in ways that different churches and different contexts
could recognize in their time and place.

But hymnals have never been the sole source of
congregational singing—if you read the Glory to God 4
note on Amazing Grace, you will see that Newton wrote : t
a hymn every week for his congregation. Other hymns i
are included only after they become popular on their
own (Amazing Grace does not appear in the 1933
Presbyterian Hymnal). When we use hymns that are
either absent from Glory to God or found in different
forms within it, it’s usually because there is something
about the texts or music that | find fits the theme of the

RS |
day. Sometimes the imagery seems to match the world ) ' : /
we are in a little more, sometimes the tune is cheerier : =
or more mournful that we find in Glory to God, and e

occasionally, | exert my privilege to simply disagree with
the choice the hymnal committee made.

While | have long known that modifying hymns to fit a
church’s context is perhaps the oldest tradition there is
in church hymnody, | must say that | was surprised to
see the extent to which it played out in our well-known
carols. Re-translations, thematic additions and
alterations, scrambled stanzas, and late-discovered
tunes are responsible for many of the favorite verses Thank you also to members of the deacons for

we sing on Christmas Eve (Hark! How all the welkin hanging the greens and prepare the church for the
Advent season.

A huge thank you to Kathy Smith for beautifying the
Advent greens for this season. She spent hours
fluffing the greenery and their bows prior to their
being hung in the sanctuary.
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by January 2 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

December 15-31 January1-15

12/15 Greg Smith ’ ) 1/3 Joe Stockman
12/15 Jeri Smith }1/‘ ﬂ 5 1/4 Bryce Christensen
12/17 Roxanne Boysen 1/6 Reg Cooper

12/17 Gary Burnett 1/7 Ann Burton
12/18 Chitoka Webb 1/10  Brian Kleis
12/19 Deb Boland 1/12  Liz Bolin
12/20 Ryan Brentner 1/13  Linda Couch
12/20 Tammy Foster 1/13  George Minot
12/21 Helen Sheets 1/14  Wanda Martin
12/22 Cory Morris 1/14  Ben Nicholson
12/23 Laurie Thedens 1/14  Oliver Sheetz
12/24 Joe Graves
12/4  Aurelia Marrs
12/28 Sarah Klemuk
12/30 Mike Sheetz
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Needles, Hooks and Yarn

We wish you a
Merry Christmas and a
Healthy, Happy New Year!

Interested in joining this
group of knitters and
crocheters? Contact

The Eat Out Group Tammy Schroeder at 319-
will not meet in December. 351-2660.
Merry Christmas We look forward to seeing
you in 2025!
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HI, LET'S CELEBRATE A

FPC
, Chrlstmas

RETURNING
COLLEGE STUDENTS ¥

CHRISTIAS

SUNDAY | 27 | DECEMBER
AT: 4:00%%

YOUTH GROUP PAST & PRESENT
CHRISTMAS PARTY!

o Y \‘\\

If you have been a:

e Youth Group youth (or leader) that has graduated
e OR a current Youth Grouper/VBXer

e ORyou are in 6th grade and older,
YOU are invited!

We will meet in the Youth Room where we will have a
White Elephant exchange. Participants are invited to bring
a wrapped gift lightly loved OR up to $8. There will be
games, pizza, and candy. This party will go from 4-6 p.m.

P

Returning College Students are invited to get together over
Christmas Break. Contact Anna for more information.

After the Youth Group Xmas Party.....

Current High Schoolers and College Young Adults
are invited to attend
Cryptiq Escapes for an Escape Room Experience!

*Please RSVP to Anna by December 15
This experience will be $15 per person.

We ask parents pick up at Cryptiq Escapes at 7:30 p.m.
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\.

Youth
Schedule

Sunday, December 15, 4-7 p.m.
2y A BIG EVENT: Christmas Caroling with UCC
(A o
od and (' unday, December 22
4—6 p.m. YG Past & Present Xmas Party

Interested in Christian Education, but don’t know how to 6:30-7:30 p.m. Sth Graders + Escape Room

learn?! Interested in the church of the past, present
reconciliation, or future justice? Consider the APCE 2025

Annual Event! Anna Sheetz is a co-host for the Online Sunday, December 29-30, 2024
Annual Event so you can catch her online from College Student Lock-in @ FPC
Memphis!
Association of Partners in Christian Education Sunday, January 5, 2025, 4-7 p.m.
(APCE) BIG EVENT: Talent Show + Potluck
2025 Annual Event
Memphis, TN OR Online Sunday, January 12, 2025
January 29-February 1, 2025 5 p.m. Junior High Youth Group

6 p.m. Dinner Together
7 p.m. High School Youth Group

Talent Show Announcement
Calling All Talents!

We are excited to announce our All-Ages Talent Show! FPC IOWA CITY
Whether you're a singer, dancer, comedian, magician, or
have another hidden talent, this is your moment to

shine! 000000000000000000000

| TALENT »,
RIW SHOW W

(]
([ ]
¢Sign up in the Sign Up Genius Link in the Weekly Emails
beginning December 18! SU N DAY

[ ]
]
eTalent acts should be no longer than 5 minutes!
eDon’t forget to bring your energy and excitement! JAN UARY 5
Our own Katelyn Peterson will be our MC of the night!
Whether you're performing solo or as part of a group,
it’s all about fun and creativity! Let’s celebrate the ® 4- 7 P.M.
incredible talents within our community. For more info.,
or to sign up, email Anna at ALL AGES
Anna.Sheetz@firsptresiowacity.org. Get ready to wow

your FPC Friends and Family and make memories that
will last a lifetime!

Date: January 5,2025 Time: 4-7 p.m.

Open to everyone—young and old! Whether you're 3 or
103, we want to see what you've got! This is a chance to
showcase your unique skills in front of a supportive and
enthusiastic audience.
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Congregational Health Ministries: Honoring Your Wishes

Start the new year with a review of your advance directive. What? Maybe you don’t have one? Or maybe you
don’t think you need one since you are young and healthy? Or maybe you know you need one, or need to revise
the one you have, but you have been putting it off. Maybe you just don’t know where to start, or how to talk to
your loved ones about this. All this can change THIS January.

After worship on January 12" and January 26™, in Coover, the facilitators will be offering information that will
assist you in planning for your end of life care, how to talk about it with loved ones, and how to make it a legal
document. We will have short videos, and a workbook for you to begin this process. It would be helpful, but not
necessary, to attend both sessions. We understand it is a difficult topic to address, but also very important. So
please join us!

If you feel the need to begin this conversation and plan your Advance Directive (we call it Honoring Your
Wishes) before the beginning of the year, we are here to assist you!

Facilitators:

Rhonda Barr Maeleen Thorius

rhondabarr75@gmail.com mthorius@southslope.net > 3
319-936-5998 319-541-3161 ¢ I I()n()l 1)

Sue Van Duyn Jen Adams e '
susanvdphipps@gmail.com jenbadams08@gmail.com

319-338-4132 319-331-4191

Dear Friends,

1 thought you might enjoy seeing what we do for the Pasrur boarding house students at Christmas time.

Each year, we take a collection among our Friends of Pasrur, (FOP) group, and send some money over for
the purchase of small Christmas gifts and a little party for the girls.

For girls new to the school, it may be the first gift they 've ever received. The boarding house staff; called the
“aunties”, usually provide cakes for the girls, too.

You can imagine how exciting this is for the girls. May your own Christmas be merry and bright!
Friends of Pasrur (Jane Cranston)

Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan
Report for Christmas Gifts of Pasrur Boarding House Students
December 2023

Christmas program were conducted in all PEB
schools to celebrate the birth of our saviour
Jesus Christ. The purpose of celebrating this
event is to learn about their religion and also to
inculcate Christian values in them.

Christmas presents were distributed in all the
boarding houses. The Academic and Admin
teams visited Christian Girls’ Higher Secondary
School Pasrur to distribute the Christmas gifts,
which included socks, jewelery, bangles,
wristwatches, hair accessories, chocolates and
sweets, etc. Christmas cake was also cut with
the students.

The students were given stationery (pencils ; ;
boxes, geometry boxes, lead pencils, color ﬁ

penglls, pencil sharpeners, erasers etc.) for their Primary girls are excited to receive these colored pencil sets.
routine use.
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Thank you so much for the generous donors the students were very happy to receive their
Christmas gifts.

Such happy faces!

Submitted by

Vol T e

Venus Suleman, Associate for Academic
Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan
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We’re Almost There-But We Still Need You!
~Nancy Gardner (Stewardship Committee Moderator)

The numbers don’t lie! We are drawing ever closer to our
stewardship goal of $532, 198 for 2024. Our programs,
personnel, outreach, mission work, and the building itself
depend on the generosity of our members, and many of you
have answered the call.

But, we are not there yet! And, we won’t get there unless
EVERYONE recognizes the importance of their pledge. Big or
small, every pledge helps. Your gift can make the difference;
your gift can support the many ways that FPC impacts individuals
here at church, in our community, and around the world.

Pledge cards may be picked up at the church, or call the office to
have a card mailed to you. You may also pledge online using the
church website.

While the worship and service to God are vital to Christian
life, your safety is our priority. We ask that you make the
best decision for you and your family and do not attempt

travel during inclement weather.

If the lowa City Community School District cancels school and events due to weather, the church
office will follow their guidelines and close, and any scheduled activities cancelled. If a delay is
announced, the office will open when schools open.

If winter weather will affect Sunday worship, a link will be emailed and posted on Facebook
offering a prayer service on Zoom led by staff.

We will advise you of cancellations by email, posting on our website and on Facebook.
Cancellations of church actives will also be posted on KCRG-TV (channel 9) and lowa News Now/
KGAN (channel 2).

First Presbyterian Church December 15, 2024—January 15, 2025



FPC Book Club Wishes you
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

There will be no December gathering
For more information, contact Mary Linn at jmLnn@aol.com

Smiles are ready for guests to arrive.

FPC is serving at Free Lunch
Program Thursday, December 19

Join us at 1105 Gilbert Court, Suite 100
Prep work begins at 10 a.m.

The Free Lunch Program (FLP) is one of the “quiet
services” in the lowa City area that strives to do one thing
well: provide a freg, filling and healthy

lunch to anyone who comes to us. Volunteers bring a
spirit of caring and compassion to the program as the
people we serve are treated as guests. Lunch is served by
teams of dedicated volunteers Monday through Saturday
from noon to 1 p.m.

guests.

Feeling stressed and overwhelmed?

Who isn’t with the holidays around the corner, the days are shorter, the
nights are longer and the temps are colder?

Here is a little puppy love to remind you that the Prayer Post is waiting for
you to leave your worries to God. Stop by, drop off a confidential prayer
request and take a deep breath; we are all in this together!

The Prayer Post is located on Rochester Ave., north of the church along the
sidewalk.
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Nominating Committee Presents Slate

Our Session called a Congregational Meeting immediately following 10:30 a.m. worship
on Sunday, November 17, 2024 for the purpose of taking up the following agenda:

Call to order
Opening prayer

Report of the 2024 Nominating Committee and election of officers, Endowment/Memorial Committee and

Nominating Committee at-large members

Elders Class of 2027: Deb Boland, Lara Marsh, Nancy Ross, Jeri Smith
Deacons Class of 2027: DeAnn Claypool, Mary Helen Kennerly, Perry Ross, Amy Seidel
Endowment/Memorial Committee: Class of 2027: Rob Ketterer;
Officer Nominating Committee for 2025: Ann Burton, Steve Smith, Heather Youngquist
Motion to authorize Session to read and approve congregational meeting minutes, and to adjourn with prayer.

Closing prayer

The 2024 Officer Nominating Committee: Elected by the congregation: Rhonda Barr, Anita Burnett, Perry Ross; elected

by the Session: Mary Ellen Stamp (moderator), Judy Whitford; elected by the Deacons: Ann Grosscup

Elders, Class of 2027
Deb Boland — lowa has nearly always been my
home (the only exception being the 2 years in
Southern Missouri after the sale of my
husband Rick's family farm). We have 2 sons, 3
amazing grandchildren, and one crazy
grandpuppy. We have been members of FPC
here in lowa City for the last nearly 20 years. |
have served as a Deacon, am now Chairperson
(2 years) for the Cookie Walk, and am a
member of the JuBELLation handbell choir. I've
recently furthered my love of music by
learning how to play the piano. Rick and | are
at home in North Liberty.

Lara Marsh is married (Andrew) with two
daughters (Alex and Rachel). She is the
Director of Technology for Spotix, Inc. Lara
worked for First Presbyterian church while a
student at the University of lowa, driving a van
to pick up students. After graduating, she
moved for work, but returned to the church to
marry Andrew in 1995. They moved back to
lowa in 2003. Lara has been involved regionally
and nationally with the PC(USA), working to
advocate for same-gender marriage equality
and common-sense gun laws, as well as human
trafficking awareness education. Lara is
currently serving as an Elder with the Christian
Education ministry. She enjoys knitting,
reading, running and cycling.

First Presbyterian Church

Nancy Ross is “Mom” to
three grown children and
spouses, and “Grammy” to
five grandchildren. Her
working life was spent
teaching in primary
classrooms and as a reading specialist in the lowa City schools.
Her retirement is filled with a variety of social groups, travel,
summer lake life at their Minnesota cabin, exercise, reading,
crafting, playing in the New Horizons Band, and spending as
much time as possible with family and friends. Nancy and her
husband, Don, were married at Old Brick in 1964, and this has
been her church home ever since. Over the ensuing years this
church has been an integral source of spiritual growth and
nurture for her and her family. She has been a member of
many FPC groups...Bible study, Friends of Pasrur, JuBELLation,
women'’s activities, Session, Deacons, and numerous
committees/councils. She looks forward to being part of
Session again as we navigate the best ways to be a positive
force in our community and our world.

MDFFICERS

Jeri Smith grew up in Jones County lowa and attended Scotch
Grove Presbyterian Church until joining First Presbyterian
Church in January 1987. She is married to Greg and has two
grown sons: Devin (Rachel) and Trevor (Weijing). Jeri finds
great joy in her grandchildren: Mahala, Lydia, Katherine,
Arthur, Sage, and little Luna. Jeri retired as an accountant with
the University of lowa in September 2023 after45 years. She
continues in a part-time position with the University. Jeri has
served as an Elder, Deacon, Sunday School teacher, currently
sings with the FPC choir and volunteers with Free Lunch.
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Deacons, Class of 2027
DeAnn Claypool was raised on a farm west of lowa City.
She grew up attending Windham Community Church. Its
pastors were students and faculty from the University of
lowa School of Religion. Her favorite pastor, and family
friend, was Dr. Robert Baird, who baptized DeAnn and
her two brothers (in a local pond!). Dr. Baird officiated
her wedding to Jim Claypool in 1986 at the old St.
Andrew church on Melrose Avenue. She and Jim have 2
adult children (Cora and Will who are twins), and are
blessed with a son-in-law, Dylan, and daughter-in-law,
Kat. She has 3 grandsons. DeAnn has worked at the
University of lowa Office of Admissions since 1986 as a
transfer evaluator. DeAnn enjoys vegetable gardening
and tending to her flowers. She has served as Deacon
and Sunday school teacher in two Presbyterian churches.
She has completed one term as Deacon and is ready to
serve her second upcoming term. Her favorite
celebration at First Presbyterian is Easter Vigil.

Mary Helen Kennerly has been a member of FPC since
2011, after moving to lowa City for the Ul Nonfiction
Writing Program. In the past few years, she completed a
second master's degree, this time in Marriage and Family
Therapy, and now works as an LMFT at the Counseling
Center of lowa City. Having grown up a preacher’s
daughter, granddaughter, and niece in Willington
Presbyterian Church in McCormick, South Carolina, Mary
Helen finds it deeply important for her children to feel at
home in the church. Aurora, 7, and Zephyr, 18 months,
were both baptized in FPC by her dad, Lee Kennerly, who
took part in the sacrament with the support of Pastor
Massey and last year, Pastor Nathan and Anna Sheetz.
Mary Helen feels deeply blessed to be able to spend both
mornings with Zephyr and afternoons sitting with clients
in a career that finally feels like her calling. She has also
taught Sunday school at FPC, served as a deacon in 2016,
and again starting in 2021. She enjoys parenting and, in
very infrequent moments without kids around, reading.
She goes dancing about once a week after kids’ bedtimes
and hopes to make that happen more often in the
coming years.

Perry Ross and his wife, Becky, have been members of
First Presbyterian Church since 1993. Perry’s a lifelong
Presbyterian and has served as an Elder, as a Deacon,
and on the Nominating Committee in the past. He has
taught Sunday school and Vacation Bible School at the
church many times. Becky and Perry also serve on the
Green Team.

Amy Seidel grew up in Eau Claire, WI in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America. She has recently become a
member at First after both of her children were
confirmed at FPC. Her daughter Anja is a senior at City
High and her son Soren is a freshman. She teaches at
West High School. Amy looks forward to serving and
learning as a Deacon.

First Presbyterian Church

Endowment Committee, Class of 2027
Rob Ketterer was raised in Monmouth, Illinois, and was
confirmed at Faith United Presbyterian Church. He was a
professor of Classics at the University of lowa from 1988
until his retirement last spring. Rob and his wife, Meg,
joined First Pres in 1998 during Tom Brown's time as
pastor. Rob has served on the Worship Council and on
the Session. As an Elder, he chaired the FPC Nominating
Committee. Rob looks forward to continuing service on
the Endowment Committee to help endure First Pres’s
mission in the future.

Nominating Committee, Class of 2025
Ann Burton has been a member of FPC since 1997. She
and husband Richard have two daughters, a son-in-law,
and a granddaughter. Since joining this congregation,
Ann has served as an Elder, a Stephen Ministry leader, a
choir member, a Pastor Nominating Committee member,
and has been on a previous Nominating Committee
(2007). Right now, she is part of the Cookie Walk
committee and helps Katelyn with organizing choir music.
A Presbyterian preacher’s kid, Ann, Richard, and
daughter Sara live in Coralville (when they’re not
traveling!).

Steve Smith has been a member of FPC since moving
here in 2008. He is married to Kathy, and they have one
daughter, Alicia, who lives in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.
Steve worked in federal service for 33 years, 21 of those
as a photographer and videographer for the Department
of Defense. In 2008 he took a position at the lowa City VA
Medical Center as a Medical Photographer for 12 years,
until his retirement in 2020. Steve has served as a Deacon
and Elder and is currently on the Personnel Committee.
He is also a choir member and a member of the FPC live
video streaming team. He is active in 2 local scale plastic
model clubs, supports Riversides TREKFEST, and when it's
working, flies a 1946 Ercoupe airplane. He is also building
a single seat airplane with his mentor, Gary Burnett.

Heather Youngquist has been a member of FPC since
2018, regularly attending services with her two
daughters, Rose and Lorelei. Heather grew up in
Washington, lowa, and is the daughter of Robert and
Millie Youngquist. Heather attended college at the
University of lowa, majoring in Voice and Music
Education, and she went on to earn a Master of Music
from Indiana University in Voice with a Minor in Opera
Studies. She lived in Chicago for 6 years following
graduate school, teaching voice lessons, singing in various
churches, and performing in operas with regional
companies in the Midwest and beyond. Heather and her
husband, Mike, decided to move back to Coralville, lowa,
in 2017, when Rose was 6 months old, for a change in
lifestyle and to be nearer to family. Heather now works
as a Human Resources Manager at Ul Health Care, and
she volunteers as a Girl Scout Troop Leader, Sunday
School teacher, and the Christmas Pageant director at
FPC.
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First Presbyterian Church Public Office Hours:

2701 Rochester Ave. 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Monday—Thursday

lowa Cjty, lowa 52245 except holidays or when announced
Ph 319-351-2660

www.firstpresiowacity.org

First Presbyterian Church Staff

PASTOR DIRECTOR OF MUSsIC ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Nathan Willard ) ) Katelyn Peterson ] ) Tammy Foster . .
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org katelyn.peterson@firstpresiowacity.org tammy.foster @firstpresiowacity.org
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING
Anna Sheetz_ ) ) Tammy Schroeder ) ) Krista Livingston
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org tammy.schroeder @firstpresiowacity.org finance@firstpresiowacity.org
CONGREGATIONAL ACCOMPANIST SEXTON

Amy Cerniglia . . Gerald Hill . )

amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org
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