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If you have not yet turned in  

your pledge for 2021 please  

do so! Every generous commitment 

counts this year. 

In case you haven’t had a chance to meet 
Pastor Terry Purvis-Smith yet, the Deacons 
are organizing Meet Your Pastor online “open 
house” events via Zoom this month. This is a 
chance to say hello and introduce yourself to 
Pastor Terry. You can join by computer, tablet 
or smartphone, and even by regular phone if 
you wish. 

Pastor Terry and a Deacon will be online on 
Zoom on these dates and times: 

Friday, December 18, 3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 20, 3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 21, 6:30 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 

To join on your computer or tablet or 
smartphone, go to zoom.us and click on “Join 
a Meeting” at the top. The Meeting ID to type 
in is 968 0500 5169. You’ll then be asked for a 
passcode, which is “fpc.”  

Virtual Open House for Pastor Terry 

To join by a regular phone call, dial 1-312-626-6799. When you are asked 
for a meeting ID, key in 968 0500 5169 followed by # (the “pound” key) 
on the phone. When you are asked for a participant ID, just press #. You 
should then be on the call. 

The Deacons will also be emailing this information, and you should be 
able to just click a link in that email as well. Pastor Terry and the Deacons 
hope to see you there during one of the sessions! 

http://zoom.us
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How I long to meet you face to face! I’m glad to meet you 
by Zoom, email, text, and—let’s see, I know there’s a 
name for that ancient device—ah, yes, even by 
telephone. By the time you receive this newsletter, we 
may have come up with other ways to be together. 

I don’t want to spend time talking about me because I’m 
here to serve you. However, there are some things you 
should know that will help us serve together more 
comfortably in ministry. 

I am one person of faith who has been invited to join you 
during a time of transition. I have some education, some 
training, some experience, and more than a few ideas.  

But, focus on that phrase, “I am one person of faith.” I 
believe the best way forward is for everyone to have a 
voice. If I’m not listening, tell me. If I’m not 
understanding, tell me. If I need more information, share 
it with me. If you think I’m heading off by myself or in a 
direction that isn’t helpful, please talk with me about it. If 
I need to be clearer, I need to know. I’m asking you to 
raise me up to be a good leader with you. 

We are in Advent, and Christmas is coming. I wonder 
what you look forward to at this time of year, what 
specifically you’ll miss, what favorite story or stories you 
like to tell, what words work best for you this year (Merry 
Christmas, “I miss . . .,” or “You won’t believe  
what happened . . . ,” or “This season is painful to me 
because . . .”)? 

Ginny and I have lived in so many places at Christmas. We 
laugh about our celebration one year between the 5 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service and the 11 p.m. service. It was a 
long commute home and nothing was open except the 
sub shop. So we had subs and played video games back 

when they were large 
free-standing 
machines. I still have 
muscle memory for 
Pac Man. 

I remember the 
exceptionally cold 
Christmas Eve when 
Ginny and a friend 
(she was long-lived 
and somewhat frail) 
returned home from midnight Mass to a freezing house 
because the furnace had broken down. We worried all 
night that our friend wouldn’t be warm enough, and it felt 
like we kept piling blankets on her as she slept. 

I remember the Christmas Eve service with a mother and 
her baby. The baby wouldn’t stop crying. Mom was 
becoming more and more frustrated but wanted to stay 
in worship. Let me tell you, this was an extremely 
sensitive and intelligent baby because I asked Mom if I 
could hold him and he slept in my arms during the 
sermon. All without lasting trauma to the baby! 

I hope this Christmas will be one of renewed hope and 
perspective as we celebrate Jesus’ birth and our 
anticipation of his return. 

With gratitude, 

Terry 

he/him/his 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 
MyFirstPres lets you: 
 Update contact/photo info 
 See financial gifts and give 

online 
 See and print directories 
 See calendar of events 
 Lay leadership can  
      connect with members       
      of their small groups 

Church Life phone App 
allows you to: 
 Locate member contact  

info (church directory at your 
finger tips) 

 Text, email and get  
       directions  
 See calendar of events 
 Give online 

GET CONNECTED — STAY CONNECTED 

MyFirstPres and Church Life are two 
different things. MyFirstPres is a portal on 
the website that allows you access to 
several member options. Church Life is a 
downloaded app on your phone that allows 
you to have a church directory and a 
calendar in your pocket. You MUST sign up 
for MyFirstPres before you can download 
Church Life. 
Contact Tammy Schroeder for more info. 
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Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24, 4:30 p.m. 

on Facebook and YouTube 
 

As we continue to worship online this season, you are 
invited to join us live for worship at 4:30 p.m. on Facebook 
or YouTube. If you cannot watch at that time, they will be 
available for you to worship online. Consider sharing the 
service with friends and family near and far and worship 
together virtually with your loved ones. 

Candles will be available in baskets in the narthex of the 
church beginning December 6th to pick up for your at-
home worship. 

“Christmas” (from Christ-mass) is the church’s celebration 
of the incarnation and nativity of Jesus Christ. At the 
Nativity of the Lord and throughout the season of 
Christmas we give thanks that, in the fullness of time, 
God’s Word became flesh to live among us, full of grace and truth. We proclaim this good news of great joy for 
all people: that God has sent us a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. We bear witness to the light of Christ that has 
come into the world, the light that darkness cannot overcome. 

Contours of Mary’s Dream | Lauren Wright 

Sow Joy 

A poem based on Luke 1:46-55 
By Sarah Are 
 
If I wanted to sow joy, 

I wouldn’t use words. 

I would turn the music all the way up, 

And push the table against the wall, 

Until we had room to dance. 

I would roll the windows down 

And drive you out of town, 

Until fresh air filled your lungs. 

I would squeeze your hand 

And look you in the eye, 

So that you would know you are not alone. 

I’d lay down the picnic blanket and we’d look at the stars, 

So that nothing could separate you from God’s great beauty. 

I’d open my door, like Elizabeth did for Mary. 

I’d tell you to stay as long as you’d like. 

Make yourself at home. What’s mine is yours. 

And maybe we’d sing. And maybe we’d laugh. 

And maybe it would be enough to be in the presence of God and each other. 

If I wanted to sow joy, that’s what I’d do. 

So sing me your song. We’ve got dancing to get to. 
Another Road | Hannah Garrity 
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Friends of Pasrur Update 

On Sunday, November 29, the congregation traveled to Pakistan—via Zoom—to meet with Veda Gill, the Executive 
Director of the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan. She informed us that our boarding house students at the 
school in Pasrur are doing very well in their studies, even winning awards, and are grateful for the opportunity to 
learn in a safe and nurturing environment. PEB prepared a wonderful virtual tour of the Pasrur schools for us to see; 
watching the video was just like walking around the school grounds and into the buildings. If you were unable to 
attend this meeting, here is the link to this informative video:   

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Avv4tC-TdHBoiUdTRJmB_8uGnqSN?e=RLjmoG 

In other news, Friends of Pasrur is sad to report that we are running behind in our scholarship donations. There are 
just a few months until the new school year starts in April, and we hope to send all 100 girls to the boarding house to 
receive an education. As of now, only half of the girls will be able to attend.  

We hope you will consider contributing to the Pasrur Scholarship Fund. The cost of a full scholarship is $500, but any 
contribution is helpful.  

You can donate online at: Donate Online | First 
Presbyterian Church. Under Select a fund, scroll down 
to Pasrur Scholarship Fund.  

You can also donate by check. Make checks out to Iowa 
City First Presbyterian Church with Pasrur Scholarships 
in the memo line. Mail to our church: 2701 Rochester 
Ave., Iowa City, IA 52245.  

Leann Graves 
Friends of Pasrur 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
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December 15-30 
12/15 Greg Smith 
12/15 Jeri Smith 
12/17 Roxanne Boysen 
12/17 Gary Burnett 
12/18 Dennis Pedde 
12/18 Chitoka Webb 
12/19 Deb Boland 
12/20 Ryan Brentner 
12/20 Tammy Foster 
12/21 Helen Sheets 

12/22 Cory Morris 
12/23 Phillip Mitchell 
12/23 Sarah Parker 
12/23 Laura Thedens 
12/24 Joe Graves 
12/28 Sarah Klemuk 
12/29 Devin Raffensperger 
12/30 Mike Sheetz 

January 1-14 
1/3 Mike Raffensperger 
1/4 Margaret Bruner 
1/4 Bryce Christensen 
1/6 Reg Cooper 
1/7 Ann Burton 
1/7 Jack Perkins 
1/8 Shirley McFarland 
1/9 Shea Paulsen 
1/10 Brian Kleis 
1/12 Liz Bolin 
1/13 Linda Couch 
1/13 George Minot 
1/14 Wanda Martin 
1/14 Ben Nicholson 
1/14 Oliver Sheetz 

Helen Chadima and 
Helenka Claypool 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
  

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by January 2 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Palmer Roger Scott son of Emily and 
Dave Scott was baptized on November 
28 by Pastor Terry Purvis-Smith. 

Feeling Stressed and Overwhelmed?  

Who isn’t with the holidays around the corner, in 
the middle of a 
pandemic, the days are 
shorter, the nights are 
longer and the temps are 
colder.  

Here is a little puppy love 
to remind you that the 
Prayer Post is waiting for 
you to leave your 
worries to God. Stop by; 
we are all in this together! 

FPC Book Club Wishes You a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

There will be no December gathering. For more 
information, contact Mary Linn at 

jmLnn@aol.com 
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The Zoom Where It Happened;  
Xmas Play 2020 

A homage to the past and a nod to the present. From 
the creators of BethleHAM and Eggs and The Ghosts of 
the Gospel comes a new telling of the ancient tale. 

Will you be there, in the Zoom Where It Happened?  

The Zoom Where It Happened; Xmas Play 2020 

FPC’s YouTube, Sunday, December 20, 9:30 a.m.  

FPC’s Virtual Sunday School will take a Winter break from 
Sunday, December 20—Sunday, January 17, 2021.  

We will have a Winter Kick-off on Sunday, January 24, 
2021.  

Youth Groups will take a winter break and will 
resume on Wednesday, January 20, 2021.  

Each Sunday from 9:30–10:30 a.m., a group  
of adults meet on ZOOM to discuss news, faith, 
and the Bible—all from the comfort of their 
own homes. 

If you are interested in more 
information, please email Judy 
Whitford at 
Judy.Whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqpZYz5FwSOCKyowjKxR2-w/featured?view_as=subscriber
mailto:Judy.Whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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After completing another session of soul searching, prayerful justice seeking 
processing, learning, and unlearning, Jeremiah Justice Initiative is ready for 
an Advent break!  

With a break comes the opportunity to begin anew in January. Like the New 
Year (Come on ,2021, give us something good!), JJI is beginning a new 
session. We are pleased to be reading Be the Bridge by Latasha 
Morrison. This book will challenge our church and community in new 
ways—ways that push us to not only speak with one another but also with 
others. Be the Bridge is our first book that is focused not just on community 
organizing but church organizing—something that REALM planning has 
identified as essential and important to our 
church community for the coming years. 

So whether you have read every book with 
us since the summer of 2019 or you have 
never talked about race, this is your 
chance! Join our welcoming small group 
community on Sunday nights at 6 p.m. 
starting on January 24, we can’t wait to 
continue this work with you. If interested in 
more information, please email Layne 
Sheetz 
at layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.  

Small Groups begin again 
January 24–March 28. 

 

 

Small Groups begin again January 24–March 28. Why did I sign up for a small group?  

It is a weekly opportunity to connect with 3 or 4 people on Zoom. Maybe even people that you did not 
know before. I have made two new friends since agreeing to lead a small group. 

It is an opportunity to visit with others about the Sunday morning sermon. 

It is an opportunity to lead a small group. In my small group we are now sharing leadership. I love it!! 

It is incentive to listen to the on-line service every Sunday. Maybe even more than once. It is easy to 
quickly listen to the sermon again the day of our small group.  

It is a weekly chance to grow in my faith and to challenge myself.  

Below are some comments from women in my group: 

Kathy Follows says, “It was nice to be in a group that was small enough that we all got to talk. In large 
Zoom meetings, we don’t. Also it maintained a connection to the church when we were so isolated.” 

Faryle Nothwehr says, “It has been a great way to get to know folks I might not have otherwise met.” 

Email Anna today at anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org to sign up for a small group. What a great way to 
pass the winter while we are waiting for COVID to pass. If you would like to talk to someone who has been 
in a small group, email me at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org and I would be glad to arrange a time to 
talk with you on the phone.  

mailto:layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org?subject=Jeremiah%20Justice%20Initiative%20
mailto:anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org


Page 8 First Presbyterian Church December 15, 2020–January 15, 2021 

November 2020 Session Highlights 
-by Ann Grosscup, Clerk of Session 

MONEY 
MATTERS 

Dale Kraus,  Interim Treasurer 

 Contributions Misc. Income 
Building Use, Walker Trust,    

Bank interest, etc. 

Total Income  Total Expenses Over/Short 

1st Quarter $153,565.33 $758.93 $154,324.26  $146,202.53 $8,121.73 

2nd Quarter $99,725.72 $90,912.61 $190,638.33  $135,409.80 $55,228.53 

3rd Quarter $87,891.48 $66,384.39 $154,275.87  $145,607.16 $8,668.71 

October $49,474.16 -$137.21 $49,336.95  $41,099.33 $8,237.62 

November $35,113.15 $16,443.47 $51,556.62  $45,126.58 $6,430.04 

2020 Totals $425,769.84 $174,362.19 $600,132.03  $513,445.40 * $86,686.63 
 

      * -913.37 
* The above amount includes an $87,600 Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan from the Small Business 
Administration (SBA). As a loan, it is considered a liability and needs to be subtracted from the above 
amount indicating a shortfall YTD of $913.37. 

Attendees gathered via ZOOM with a declared quorum 
shortly after 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 17, 2020, by 
Moderator Interim Pastor Dr. Terry Purvis-Smith. The 
Christ candle was lit prior to Elder Dale Kraus sharing a 
personal reflection on meeting financial commitments 
based on the Serenity Prayer. 

MOTIONS APPROVED: 

 Session approved the transfer of the remaining 
$7,000 from the $20,000 that it has already secured 
from Endowment to Fund 26, in order to help cover 
the remainder of our Mission Tithe pledge to Iowa 
Valley Habitat for Humanity. 

 October 2020 financials were received. 

 Minutes of stated session meeting October 20, 2020. 

 Agreement to reinstate, amend and extend the 
Consultant Agreement for calendar year 2021. 

 Palmer Roger Scott baptism, son of David and Emily 
Scott on Saturday, November 28, 2020, 
observing social distancing and elder witnessed, for 
broadcast on Sunday, November 29, 2020. 

 Christmas Eve services at 4:30 p.m., FPC will record 
and live broadcast one 4:30 p.m. service, which will 
be available any time thereafter. 

 The following revisions to the FPC Reentry Policy. 

 Page 4: Add Exceptions to the Policy.  

 Page 7 Life Events: Reduce the number of 
individuals allowed for weddings, funerals, etc. 
from 50 to 10. 

 

 Page 7 and 9 Participation Requirements: Add 
the requirement, “Participants will be required 
to comply with all cleaning and small group 
meeting procedures.” 

 Page 12 Equipping and Small Groups: Change 
“meals and beverages will not be allowed until 
after Phase 3” to “serving and consumption of 
food and beverages will not be allowed until 
after Phase 3.” 

 Granted an exception to the FPC Reentry Policy 
Phase 1 requirements to allow Judy Terry and Sally 
Rickey to use the church’s kitchen to prepare meals 
to be distributed at Iowa City Compassion on Wade 
Street. 

 The funds FPC received via the former Burianek 
Trust, the entire of the Corpus, be placed under the 
guidelines within the Endowment Committee, with 
the leeway to retain multiple investment accounts.  

 Elected Ken Miller as the Interim Treasurer for 2021. 

 Re-election of Presbytery Commissioners for 2021 – 
Dwight Miller and Judy Terry. 

Status reports were given for the Task Force: Little 
Creations Academy Advisory and Treasurer Position. 

Closing prayer was led by Nancy Gardner. 

Next Scheduled Stated meeting: December 15, 2020,  
7 p.m. via ZOOM.  

Michelle Bessman, Opening Devotions; Sharon 
Raffensperger, Closing Prayer 
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FPC chooses Welcome! 

 

FPC Public Declaration of Human Rights Support  
for Pro-Immigrant Policies 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City (FPC), affirms the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) policy: 

 Live out the Gospel call to love our neighbor and welcome the stranger; 
 Reunite parents and children who have been separated as soon as possible; 
 Advocate ending family detention; 
 Offer visitation programs and ensure attorneys for detained immigrants; 
 Advocate to stop the criminalization of immigrants. 

FPC supports restoring the U.S. Government’s humanitarian commitment to refugee resettlement.  

Approved by Session 11/19/19 

Background: Reconciliation Ministry provided education to the congregation on church sanctuary following 
worship April 14, 22, and 29, 2018. On April 29, 2018, attendees indicated their top five (5) choices to the 
question: How should FPC respond to the immigration crisis? Reconciliation Ministry presented the following 
motion to Session which was unanimously approved on June 19, 2018:  

To approve First Presbyterian Church being a community of love, hospitality and fellowship by: 

 Offering space at FPC for community education events;  
 Financially supporting the Center for Worker Justice and the Eastern Iowa Bond Project;  
 Providing tangible items and offering physical presence/help at other churches who are offering 

sanctuary to immigrants and their families;  
 Providing public witness by both issuing a FPC public declaration of human rights support for pro-

immigrant policies as well as advocating for policies promoting immigration and human rights. 

Questions may be addressed to Ann Grosscup, Reconciliation Ministry member,  
at aegandthekits@gmail.com 

 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn 

We look forward to seeing you in 
January 2021. 

We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Healthy, 
Happy New Year! 

 

Your Reconciliation Ministry wishes you  
a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.  

Watch for this produce cart, handmade by Perry Ross, 
next spring and 
summer to supply 
you with fresh 
goodness. 

 Stay safe, wear a 
mask and eat your 
vegetables.  
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Earn credentials for high demand jobs in  

MACHINING, HEALTH CARE and IT. 

Free Online Training for Linn, Johnson, Cedar, Des Moines, Iowa, Muscatine, Clinton,  
Scott, Henry, Lee, Benton and Washington County Residents 

Must enroll before February 28, 2021 for free tuition 
Applicants must be 18 years or older and have high school diploma or GED 
Call to reserve your spot in this no-cost career training program  

For more info visit: www.certifiedforsuccess.com 

Kara Roberts 
Career Services Instructor 
319.208.0285 
kroberts@goodwillheartland.org 

Jodi Sands 
Career Services Instructor 
319-753-0857 
jsands@goodwillheartland.org 

MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT, AND 
HOSPITALITY  

Layne Sheetz 
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND ARTS 
Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF PROGRAMMING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

INTERIM PASTOR 
Terry Purvis-Smith 
Terryps1@me.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF STEWARDSHIP AND 
MANAGEMENT 

Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

The church staff is working hard to serve the needs of the congregation 
and the community right now by: 

 Working from home and occasionally in the church offices 

 Checking USPS mail, email, and voicemail that comes to the church 

 Welcoming communication from the congregation. The Staff can be emailed di-
rectly from Church Life or contacted by phone. Telephone numbers are available 
in the MyFirstPres and the Church Life app.  

 Offering ministry opportunities through the available technology. 

 Praying for the needs of the congregation and the community. 

To see what the church is up to, check out the church calendar on 
www.firstpresiowacity.org or the Church Life app. 

Do you have a ministry need or idea? Don’t hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:kroberts@goodwillheartland.org
mailto:jsands@goodwillheartland.org
http://www.firstpresiowacity.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

2021 Stewardship Update: 

A rousing THANK YOU to all who have made a pledge for 2021.  We appreciate your continued support! As of 
December 10, 2020, we have received 105 pledges from members and friends totaling $364,167. In 2020 we 
received a total of $452,670 in pledges.  

The preliminary 2021 budget requests submitted by the various ministries asked for a total increase of $9,200 
($601,622) or 1.6% over the 2020 budget ($592,422).  As you can see, we are somewhat short of our goal.  If 
you have not pledged yet, please consider doing so today. Your financial support is vital.  Every pledge is im-
portant. 

To make your pledge, simply complete and return a pledge card below, or pledge through My First Pres, and 
sign in and open the Giving Tab. 

I/We would like to know more about how to include FPC in my/our estate plans. 

I/we would like to setup automatic withdrawal. (complete the form on backside) 

2021 Plan for Giving 

*With the understanding this estimate of giving may be adjusted at any time by contacting the finance secretary. 
**Per Capita dues are an annual assessment that FPC pays to the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly on your behalf. In 2021 Per Capita will be approx.$38 per member.  

I/we would like to continue automatic withdrawal and authorize * 
      Monthly                  Quarterly               Yearly 

I/we would like to contribute $ ______ to support Per Capita **      
to be paid         separately        or from our total 2021 commitment. 

Name(s): _________________________________ Signature ______________________________Date: ____________ 

For the love of Christ, the glory of God, and my commitment to FPC  
I/We pledge the annual amount of $ ______ to be paid in the  
following manner: 

 

Let Your Faith Sound Forth! 
 1 Thessalonians 1:8 
First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City 
Pledge Sunday, October 25, 2020 


