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Dear Church, 

Lent is nearly upon us! And with Lent, we’re 
going to shift some things around in 
worship. A challenge with being the pastor 
of a church as active as FPC is that it is 
sometimes difficult to lay aside time to 
thoughtfully review how we might order 
worship so as to reveal new ways for God to 
speak to and through us. The youth last 
year led us in a liturgy of burning our sins 
and regrets. In other times and places, I’ve 
been part of services where we were invited 
to share our own reflections, to serve one 
another communion, to write our sins in 
sand and wipe them away, to have 
conversations with our neighbors, to use 
prayers and liturgies written by church 
members, to worship outside, to give our 
younger folks crafts to do early in the 
service that they could share later, and wind 
a single musical theme throughout a 
service.  

Changes to the PC(USA) Special Offerings in 2026 

In 2024, the PC(USA) General Assembly 
approved several changes to the churchwide 
Special Offerings to take effect January 1, 2026. 
These changes were recommended by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) Board 
through the Special Offerings Review Task 
Force.  

The biggest change to note is a new lineup of 
offerings, reduced from four to these three:  

•  One Great Hour of Sharing 

•  World Communion Offering 

•  Christmas Joy Offering  

The Pentecost Offering will be discontinued. 
However, all current recipient causes will 
continue to be funded through the churchwide 
Special Offerings. Specifically, ministries focused 
on children-at-risk, youth, and young adults will 
now be part of the Christmas Joy Offering. 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering will transform into 
the World Communion Offering. There will be a new grant-
making program to support local and regional ministries. Our 
congregation or mid council will be able to apply for a grant for 
its own ministries that align with the causes supported through 
this new offering. PMA staff are already working to create an 
accessible grant process that centers on equity, creativity, and 
flexibility. 

Overall, causes, rather than programs will receive funds as 
determined by leadership of the future unified agency. 
This does not mean that currently funded programs will no 
longer receive funding. Broadening the scope of funding areas 
will invite more congregations, mid councils, and individuals to 
support the churchwide Special Offerings while discovering 
new ways to do God’s work in the world.  

One of the challenges in liturgy is always “who is this 
for?” In my Leadership Center for Social Justice program 
at United Theological Seminary in the Twin Cities, the 
Rev. Kelly Chapman, a Black ELCA pastor, asked us all, 
“how long is the church service?” “One hour,” we all 
chorused. “Where is that written down? And, yet, we all 
know it,” before going on to point out that many non-
historically-white denominations and traditions often have much 
longer services, in the words of a friend of mine about an AME 
service I wanted to attend on a day when I had other commitments, 
“yeah, you….might….get out in two hours *cough*.” Another local 
friend told me of the disruption and displeasure caused in his church 
if the sermons took less than 30 minutes! I, of course, am constantly 
aware that both my voice and my tendency to speak fast can cause 
words to be swallowed by our sanctuary for all but the most nimble 
ears, and that there’s a block of 30 minutes in our worship that’s 
great for people seeking quiet reflection with Word and music, but 
challenging for those of us whose minds tend to wander. One of the 
reasons I try to include both responsive prayers and our short sung 
responses is to give all of our bodies something to do during the 
service. 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nathan 
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Parents’ Night Out: Parents enjoy time away while kids have fun! 
The evening of January 30th saw children of all ages playing, laughing, and having a great time at Parents’ Night 
Out. PNO gives parents an evening of adult time, knowing church volunteers are taking care of the kids and 
providing games, food, and supervision. This popular event would not be possible without the following terrific 
volunteers: Carol Spangler, Sue Van Duyn, Liz Degner, Alice Martin, Teddy Willard, Graysen Molsberry, Sarah 
Beerends, Sharon Raffensperger, Deb Boland, Linda Uthe, Jeanie Wade-Nagle, and Nancy Gardner. Spring PNO 
is coming soon. Stay tuned! 

Even the babies enjoyed the social time during supper. 

A game of Sardines provided 
a lot of laughs. 

Deb was our Kitchen Angel 
who prepared supper. 

Tillie loved Play-Doh! 

Alice kept Aaron entertained. 
Zephr (right) was happy to sit with  

Reid and the other big kids. 
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While the worship and service to God are vital to Christian life, your safety is our priority. We ask that 
you make the best decision for you and your family 
and do not attempt travel during inclement weather. 

If the Iowa City Community School District cancels 
school and events due to weather, the church office 
will follow their guidelines and close, and any 

scheduled activities cancelled. If a delay is announced, the office will open when schools open.  

If winter weather will affect Sunday worship, a link will be emailed and posted on Facebook offering a 
prayer service on Zoom led by staff. 

We will advise you of cancellations by email, posting on our website and on Facebook. Cancellations of 
church actives will also be posted on KCRG-TV (channel 9) and Iowa News Now/KGAN (channel 2). 

  

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by March 2 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

FPC offers Notary services.  
Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule an appointment at 
319-351-2660 or tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org. 

February 15-28 
2/15 Lance Christensen 
2/17 Arthur Smith 
2/18 Peggy Guither 
2/19 Cullen Schroeder 
2/27 Jeanie Wade-Nagle 
2/28 DeAnn Claypool 
 

March 1-15 
3/3 Ryan Molsberry 
3/3 Gloria Zajicek 
3/4 Carol Kirsch 
3/5 Matt Degner 
3/6 Gregory Barr 
3/6 Aidan Keen 
3/10 Linda Uthe 
3/10 Steve Weber 
3/11 Joshua Fletcher 
3/11 Theodore Marrs 
3/11 Rebecca Morgan 
3/12 Christine Kolarik 
3/14 Tom Bergman 
3/14 Elaine Tarnutzer 

Community Prayer Box  
It might be covered in snow (or 
maybe not) however, everything 
inside is still ready for you to:  

    Pray More...Worry Less!  

mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
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Christian Education Update 
It's been a busy start to 2026 in Christian Education! 

During the season of Epiphany, youth groups celebrated Epiphany by choosing 
“star words,” a random word to carry with them into the new year. In the 
weeks since, we've checked in on how those words might be appearing in their 
lives. Mason jar luminaries made by youth will serve as centerpieces at the 
Christian Education fundraiser luncheon on Sunday, February 15 and both 
groups collaborated on a creative calendar giveaway.  

In recent weeks, youth held a potluck and took photos around the church for 
our 2026 calendar. Kids in Sunday School joined in the fun, thanks to our 
talented volunteers. Junior high prepared for Lent with two activities. First, they “buried” the word Alleluia, as 
many churches set it aside during Lent. Then they made pretzels, a traditional Lenten food. Monks shaped the 
dough to resemble arms crossed in prayer. The word “pretzel” may come from the Latin “pretiola,” meaning 
"little reward." 

On February 15, there will be no evening youth group. In the morning, kids and youth of all ages will help 
prepare a pasta lunch for the CE fundraiser luncheon. At the luncheon, youth will share the importance of 
affordable church camps. Copies of the 2026 calendar will also be available for pickup. We hope you’ll join us and 
consider how you can contribute to meaningful camp experiences for our young people!  

On March 15, there will be no Sunday school or evening youth group for spring break. 

In the coming weeks, youth groups will explore Lenten prayer practices, including terra divina (praying through 
attention to the natural world) and visio divina (praying through visual art). Stay tuned! 

Peace, 
Amy 

 

Join the FPC Book Club on February 24 at 11:30 
am to discuss Yellowface by Rebecca F. Kuang. 

Meet in person in Room 14 on the lower 
level or via Zoom.  
For more information, or the Zoom link, 
contact Mary Linn jmLnn@aol.com.  

Eat Out Group is on February 19, 6 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosts: Andreas and Valerie Soemadi 
Sign–up sheet is on the narthex table.  

You may also call the church office.  
Everyone is welcome! 

 

For the month of February, we will be collecting 
Peanut Butter and Jelly to be distributed through 
CommUnity. Donations can be dropped off in 
Ryerson Hall.  

Help Spread the Love 

Needles, Hooks, and Yarn 
Time to dust off those needles and 
hooks and start stitching! 

February 28 from 9–11 a.m. We will  
be meeting at FPC this month. 

If you are interested in joining this 
small group, contact  
Tammy Schroeder at 319-351-2660. 

mailto:jmLnn@aol.com
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Honoring a Legacy Built in Pasrur 
 

On October 14, 2025, members of Friends of Pasrur from First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City joined with the 
Presbyterian Education Board (PEB)’s Pasrur community for a special day of celebration and hope. PEB’s Pasrur 
Boarding House for Girls was dedicated in honor of Jane Cranston, recognizing her years of leadership 
with Friends of Pasrur and her unwavering commitment to girls’ education. 

On the same day, PEB and those visiting from Friends of Pasrur also celebrated the groundbreaking of a new pri-
mary grades Academic and Administration Block at PEB’s Christian Girls’ Higher Secondary School, Pasrur. This is 
an exciting step toward strengthening education and providing modern learning spaces for generations of girls to 
come. 

Since its founding, more than 33,000 girls have received an education at CGHSS Pasrur.  

Highlights from Friends of PEB School January Newsletter 

 

Friends of Pasrur: Showing Up Every Year 
 

In 1999, volunteers from First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City responded to a call to support education in Pasrur 
and later formed Friends of Pasrur. What began as a step of faith has grown into years of partnership with PEB 
schools. Each year, Friends of Pasrur provides scholarship support for every girl living in the boarding house, en-
suring that no student is turned away because of financial hardship. Today, 108 girls call PEB’s Pasrur Boarding 
House their home. 

Because of this commitment, the boarding house is more than a place to stay; it is a place of safety, stability, and 
opportunity. For some girls, living on campus has helped them avoid early marriage, begin their education, and 
build skills that lead to better livelihoods. 

This partnership has also strengthened the Pasrur campus through key campus improvements, including several 
academic classroom blocks, a boundary wall, a library, a multipurpose hall, and computer and science labs. We 
hope this story encourages other churches to explore what partnership with a PEB school community could look 
like and the lives it could help shape.       (continued on page 6) 

Jane is overwhelmed by this honor. 

Groundbreaking ceremony for the new 
Primary Building 

Reading in the library Small group study session 
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Congregational Health Ministry will be hosting a Dementia Friendly Community 
Event on Saturday, February 21, from 10 a.m. to Noon in Ryerson Hall. 

Learn to be a dementia friend by recognizing ways to 
communicate with a person with experiencing  mental 
status. 

If you have previously been to a presentation, you can 
always pick up something new the second or third time 
around.   

Please invite your friends to this worthwhile 
presentation. There will be plenty of time for Q&A 
during and after the presentation. 

Light snacks will be provided. RSVP by February 12 to 
Tammy Schroeder, or by calling the church office at  
319-351-2660 to allow time for material preparations. 

FPC was recognized as a Dementia Friendly Faith 
Community in May of 2024. Our goal is to serve people 

with dementia and help build a 
more dementia friendly 
community. 

What is a Dementia Friendly 
Faith Community?  

As welcoming, compassionate 
environments, Dementia 
Friendly Faith Communities 
offer families coping with dementia opportunities for 
meaningful engagement and spiritual connection. 
Through dementia friendly practices, entire faith 
communities can embrace and uplift people with 
dementia and their care partners. 

To learn more visit: https://dementiafriendlyiowa.org/ 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

Lives Changed: The Impact of the Boarding House 
 

Behind every PEB student is a story of hope and change. Graduates of PEB schools in Pasrur have gone on to do 
extraordinary things, becoming nurses, doctors, teachers, entrepreneurs, and community leaders. Many have 
gone on to serve others, strengthening their families and communities in lasting ways.  

 

One powerful example is Huma John: 
 

Huma grew up in a small village in Pasrur, where life was harsh, and 
opportunities for girls were few. Her father worked as a daily wage 
laborer, and resources were very scarce for her family. As a child, Huma 
often woke up at 4 a.m. to help her mother collect leftover vegetables 
from the market so the family could eat. Everything changed when a 
kind vegetable seller told Huma’s mother about PEB’s Christian Girls’ 
High School, Pasrur. Admission to the boarding house at CGHS Pasrur 
opened a new world. In a safe and supportive environment, Huma 
thrived, excelled in science and biology, completed her studies, and later 
earned a degree in nutrition.  

Today, Huma is a certified nutritionist who runs a small community 
health center near Pasrur, offering free nutritional guidance to 
underprivileged families. Because of the education she gained, Huma 
has transformed her own opportunities into a source of support, 
guidance, and empowerment for others in her community.  

Huma John: A proud Pasrur 
graduate who is now changing lives.  

mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
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Saturday, March 28 and Sunday, March 29 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

860 Quarry Road, Coralville 

Each year, Shelter House creates a wonderland of adventure, mystery, and curiosity at the annual Book 
Sale. Tens of thousands of used books are generously donated by community members and sold at low 
prices to support Shelter House’s critical work. This is a community fundraiser: many community 
members donate books, volunteer, and shop at the Book Sale. 

Admission is FREE! Consider an Early Entry pass for $20 for adults (children 12 and under are free) to 
access the sale one hour before general admission on Saturday, March 28. 

All questions can be directed to Senior Engagement and Events Manager Jessica Field. 

Email: jessica.field@shelterhouseiowa.org 

Call: 319-259-7326 

Questions 

Sign up to volunteer at bit.ly/bookssale2026 or contact brfett.mccartt@shelterhouseiowa.org. 

Volunteering 

Books, CDs, DVDs, vinyl records, and puzzles can be dropped off at 860 Quarry Rd., Coralville starting 
Sunday, February 15 until March 25.  

Donation drop-off will continue every Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

We are unable to accept contributions of magazines, encyclopedias, textbooks, Reader’s Digest, books 
with no covers or water damage, musty books, cassette or VHS tapes.  

Donations 
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 
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Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
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Amy Cerniglia 
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 


