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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
January 31, 11:15 on Zoom 

The congregational meeting for receiving reports and 
electing 2 elders will be held after worship on Sunday, 
January 31. Watch for the Zoom invitation in your FPC 
Daily. 

First’s Family 3 

Get Connected 4 

Equipping Ministry 5–7 

Session Highlights 8 

Worship and Arts Ministry 8–9 

Endowment / Memorial  10 

Friends of Pasrur 11 

Inside this issue:, asking questions, 

hear about the budget and  

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City has joined with the Presbytery of East Iowa in condemning the 
desecration of Temple Emanuel. The action of the Session has been communicated to the members of First 
Presbyterian Church to encourage ecumenical unity and to display empathy to all people. 

The Presbytery of East Iowa Statement Condemning the Vandalization of Temple Emanuel 

Thursday, December 10, 2020, marked the beginning of the celebration of Hanukkah within the Jewish community. 
On Thursday afternoon, Temple Emanuel in Davenport was vandalized with graffiti referencing John 8:44 as an act of 
anti-Semitic violence. This text reads as follows: “You are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  

The Presbytery of East Iowa unequivocally condemns this vile act of anti-Semitism and its terrorization of a blessed 
people at the beginning of their celebration of the sacred holy days of Hanukkah. By this statement, we affirm our 
commitment to resist violence and injustice and to follow Jesus in loving our neighbors as ourselves.  

Ruling Elder Rebecca Blair, Ph.D., Stated Clerk 
Teaching Elder Dan Jessop, Co-Moderator 
Teaching Elder Lori Wunder, Co-Moderator 
Members of the PEIA Mission and Social Justice Team 
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I was nineteen when the president was assassinated. 
Then Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., followed later by Robert 
Kennedy and Malcolm X. In between, there were 
demonstrations about the war in Vietnam, about civil 
rights, and families and communities seemed as divided 
then as our country feels divided now. 

One march was around Boston Common. It was 
scheduled to culminate at the Arlington Street Church 
(which everyone spoke about as if it was obvious what 
made that church significant), where some young men 
were planning to be the first to turn in their draft cards in 
protest. “Is the FBI going to be there?” “Will they be 
arrested on the spot?” “Who will actually destroy their 
draft cards?” 

As I’ve told my story of those years, I have often said, “I 
was frightened most of the time.” One of us would turn 
over in bed after the morning alarm and immediately 
switch on the radio because certainly something awful 
would have happened overnight. 

 

I’ve been feeling frightened for a few years again, only 
it’s more intense today. I’ve wondered if previous 
generations felt that fear. Is that what it felt like when 
the white riot took place in Tulsa about 100 years ago, 
when family members left home to fight in WWI or 
WWII, or during the Great Depression? 

Return to the basics. The basic promise is I will be your 
God and you will be my people. God will sustain, guide, 
and love, and God promises that this journey of life, 
sometimes okay but often challenging, will culminate in 
the realm of God, in God’s presence. If we enjoy singing 
in our sanctuary in our day, imagine singing to God with 
the heavenly chorus. 

With gratitude, 

Terry 

he/him/his 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Outreach Lookout 
New for 2021—Keeping an eye on FPC friends and family  
out in the community. If you have a submission, send to 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

Shout out to Judy Terry and 
Sally Rickey for their Cooking 
with Compassion!  

The ladies make 25 family-size 
containers of food and deliver 
them to IC Compassion each 
Wednesday.  

 

mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org


Page 3 First Presbyterian Church January 15, 2021–February 15, 2021 

 

January 15-30 
1/16 Jean James 
1/16 Kip Neubauer 
1/20 Mary Linn 
1/20 Gabe Orris 
1/22 Vivian Adams 
1/22 Elizabeth Woodburn 
1/23 Mike Farran 
1/23 Deb Minot 
1/23 Ryan Bingham 
1/24 Helen Chadima 
1/26 David Carlson 

1/26 Jim Bradley 
1/27 Michelle Bessman 
1/28 Kristin Marrs 
1/28 Kathy Maxey 
1/28 Logan Schroeder 
1/30 Evelyn Greimann 
1/31 Herb Wilson 
1/31 Betty McNeal 
1/31 Ann Grosscup 
1/31 Chris Greimann 
 
 

February 1-15 
2/1 Steve Schomberg 
2/3 Diana Evers 
2/7 Alex Jacobus 
2/7 Kristin Summerwill 
2/8 Laura Jacobus 
2/9 Diane Mattila 
2/10 Tammy Schroeder 
2/12 Daissy Owen 
2/14 Linda Morris 
2/14 Alexandra Marsh 
2/15 Lance Christensen 

F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l yF i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y    
  

If you have a news for the First’s Family please submit an announcement or an article by 

February 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

   NEW for 2021! Want to be a part of the FPC Daily? 

 Share your favorite scripture and a short description of 
why it means so much to you. It will be posted 
randomly; keep an eye open. 

 Do you have news you would like to share with your 
church family (birthday, anniversary, something 
exciting going on)? 

Send your response to 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org; include your 
name or if you want to be listed anonymously. 
 

The FPC main phone number (351-2660) is now answered 
Monday–Friday; 9 a.m.–430 p.m. The offices remain 
closed.  

Hospital Visit Team: 

Several Deacons make calls to those who are 
hospitalized. We offer prayer and support as well as 
communicate with family as needed. Confidentiality is 
of upmost importance to us. If you would like to have a 
Deacon contact you or your family member while 
hospitalized, just call the FPC office (351-2660) or Pastor 
Terry. 

 

Bill Follows and Nancy 
Ross 

mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
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1) Download Church Life 
iPhone– App Store  Android– PlayStore 

2) Log in 
Use the same username and password you use for 
MyFirstPres. 

     
     
  

 Sign in to My First Pres 
1. Go to FPC website, https://firstpresiowacity.org/, scroll down to the My First Pres box 

2. Click on “Need a Login? Click Here” 

3. You will be asked to enter your first name, last name and email. Enter this info and click “Find Me” 

4. You should see a note congratulating you on setting up your account.  

5. Once you see that note, check your email for your username and temporary password  

6. You will be able to change password once you login 

7. You should open up to the HOME screen; look at MY COMPLETE PROFILE for your personal information, 
PLEASE make sure your address and phone numbers are correct, feel free to make any changes needed. 
Note: changes are verified and may take 24 hours to show up. You can also sign up for online giving, pledging 
and see your yearly giving.  

This is where it gets handy … Now that you have  My First Pres set up, you have the option to 
download the Church Life app to your phone or tablet! Church Life keeps you organized by allowing you to see 
calendar events, locate your friends’ contact info (church directory at your finger tips); text, email and call plus 
get directions to map visits all on the go. You can keep track of your pledge and gifts to FPC, too.  

Instructions below in blue box. 

First things first … You need to sign into My First Pres; it is a portal on the website that lets you update 
your contact info, add a family photo, see your financial gifts, set up online giving, print directories, and view the 
church calendar. Instruction to sign in, below in green box. 

Should you encounter any issues feel free to email Tammy Schroeder at tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/acs-church-life/id291375550?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acstech.churchlife&hl=en
https://firstpresiowacity.org/


Page 5 First Presbyterian Church January 15, 2021–February 15, 2021 

YOUTH GROUP CURRENT SCHEDULE  
4th–6th grade meets 3:30–4:30 p.m. on Zoom. 

7th—12th grade meets from 4:30–6 p.m. on Zoom. 

We will continue to meet on ZOOM for the time being. 

Both Groups will use this meeting: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84314271767?pwd=dDBNU1ppMVpzQTB4VzNOZmc4ZS84QT09 

Meeting ID: 843 1427 1767             Passcode: 242461 

—————————————————————————— 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
4th–6th Youth Welcome back! Games and fun to kick the new year off right! 

7th–12th Youth Welcome Back! Game Group to kick the new year off right! 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 
4th–6th Youth We will be using our Echo series. Each youth will need to retrieve a book from the church. We will 
start with the Exodus. 

7th–12th Youth We will begin a series on loneliness—“It is not good for man to be alone.” 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
4th–6th Youth What are the 10 Commandments? And what is their significance?  

7th–12th Youth Our series on loneliness continues—“People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
at the heart.”    

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
4th–6th Youth Israel begins to wander.  

7th–12th Youth Our series on loneliness continues—“Father forgive me cause I know, exactly how I spread my soul”  

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
4th–6th Youth Finally, the Promised Land!  

7th–12th Youth Our series on loneliness continues—“I compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s chariots.” 

Do you have any questions, ideas to add, or concerns? Please email Anna at anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org  

Feeling too connected?  Want to unplug?  

 

Don’t worry 
about 
charging your 
devices or 
finding the 
ZOOM code!  
 

 

Join a group of FPC members who will be joining 
“FPC Pen Pals.” You will be matched up and be 
able to intentionally hand-write letters. This will 
begin in February 2021. We encourage people 
of ALL AGES to join in this ‘old-fashioned’ fun!  

If you are interested, please contact Anna at 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org or call the 
church to sign up today!  

 

If 
 you love to cook and would like to help those in the 
FPC Community with a meal, please let Anna know. 

This could be a great way for those of 
us with means, passion, and 
opportunity to serve those who are 
worn down, burnt out or without 
means for healthy foods during this 
continued COVID pandemic.  

If you would like to receive a meal OR 
prepare a meal, please contact Anna 
at anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org. 
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Small Groups begin again 
January 24–March 28. 

 

 

Small Groups begin again January 24–March 28. Why did I sign up for a small group?  

It is a weekly opportunity to connect with 3 or 4 people on Zoom. Maybe even people that you did not 
know before. I have made two new friends since agreeing to lead a small group. 

It is an opportunity to visit with others about the Sunday morning sermon. 

It is an opportunity to lead a small group. In my small group we are now sharing leadership. I love it!! 

It is incentive to listen to the on-line service every Sunday. Maybe even more than once. It is easy to 
quickly listen to the sermon again the day of our small group.  

It is a weekly chance to grow in my faith and to challenge myself.  

Below are some comments from women in my group: 

Kathy Follows says, “It was nice to be in a group that was small enough that we all got to talk. In large 
Zoom meetings, we don’t. Also it maintained a connection to the church when we were so isolated.” 

Faryle Nothwehr says, “It has been a great way to get to know folks I might not have otherwise met.” 

Email Anna today at anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org to sign up for a small group. What a great way to 
pass the winter while we are waiting for COVID to pass. If you would like to talk to someone who has been 
in a small group, email Judy at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org and I would be glad to arrange a time 
to talk with you on the phone.  

Each month, there will be 3 crafts with supplies prepared and ready to take home! These 
will be located in the narthex (immediately inside the front door of the church). There will 
be instructions and all the materials needed per kit. Take one craft or all three! Once 
prepared, pictures can be posted with the hashtag #FPCCraftingClub. Crafts will be 
available on the 15th of each month. 

January crafts are “Pom pom owls” “Snowstorm selfie,” and a “Cardboard cardinal.”  
Come find these on January 15 right inside the front door of church!  

mailto:anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org
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FPC’s Virtual Sunday School will take a Winter break 
from Sunday, December 20—Sunday, January 17, 
2021.  

We will have a Winter Kick-off on Sunday, January 24, 
2021 at 10  a.m.  

A 
fter completing another session of soul searching, prayerful justice-seeking 
processing, learning, and unlearning, Jeremiah Justice Initiative is ready to 

get started in the new year! 

Like the New Year (Come on,2021, give us something good!), JJI is beginning a 
new session. We are pleased to be reading Be the Bridge by Latasha 
Morrison. This book will challenge our church and community in new ways—
ways that push us to speak not only with one another but also with others. Be 
the Bridge is our first book that is focused not just on community organizing but 
on church organizing—something that REALM planning has identified as 
essential to our church community for the coming years. 

So whether you have read every book with us 
since the summer of 2019 or you have never 
talked about race, this is your chance! Join our 
welcoming small group community on Sunday 
nights at 6 p.m. starting on January 24; we can’t 
wait to continue this work with you. If interested 
in more information, please email Layne 
at layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.  

Happy New Year! We hope to see you every Sunday.  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89921391094?
pwd=UTFieVdqcVgwZnhKQ2I0S2grNkNFQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 2139 1094 
Passcode: 134376 

We hope you will think about joining us even if you have not 
been with us recently. Since we are not seeing one another 
at church, it feels good to connect each week. We have a 
consistent group of 8–10 participants, and new people are 
always welcome.  

Please email Judy at judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org to 
get the latest topic! 

mailto:layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org?subject=Jeremiah%20Justice%20Initiative%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89921391094?pwd=UTFieVdqcVgwZnhKQ2I0S2grNkNFQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89921391094?pwd=UTFieVdqcVgwZnhKQ2I0S2grNkNFQT09
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December 2020 Session Highlights 
Submitted by Richard Van Rheeden, Clerk Pro-Tem of Session 

Session met Tuesday night, December 15, 2020. 
Michelle Bessman gave the devotion and prayer. 
Session interviewed Elders-elect and Deacons-elect and 
voted for their ordination to take place Sunday, January 
10, 2021. 

Elders-elect are David Van Dusseldorp, John Barr, Kory 
May, Geri Schaefer, and Doris Preucil. Deacons-elect 
include Rhonda Barr, Mary Linn, Jeanie Wade-Nagle, 
Cynthia Chou-Liang, Kathy Follows, Kristin Marrs, Sue 
Van Duyn Phipps, Sally Rickey, and Ruth Westfall. 

The 2020 Session plus Elders-elect and Deacons-elect 
then participated in a discussion about the identity of 
First Presbyterian Church. This brief discussion is the 
beginning of what will be a larger conversation for 
everyone who wants to participate in 2021. 

Session passed a series of motions to: 
Authorize Ken Miller to sign checks 

Set annual meeting of the Congregation and meeting of 
the Corporation on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 11:15 
a.m. via Zoom 

Approve revisions to the Articles of Incorporation 

Accept Ann Grosscup’s resignation as Clerk with regret 

Approve 2021 Communion Dates 
January 10 Baptism of the Lord  
February 14 Transfiguration   
March 14  4th Sunday in Lent  

April 1 Maundy Thursday   
April 3 Great Vigil of Easter    
May 23 Pentecost Sunday    
June 20 4th Sunday after Pentecost    
July 18 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 15 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 3 World Communion 
November 21 Reign of Christ 
December 12 Advent 

Elect Leann Graves as 2021 moderator of the 
Congregational Nominating Committee and Jeremy 
Fletcher as a member 

Elect Officers of Corporation: Jeri Smith, President; John 
Barr, Vice-President; Ken Miller, treasurer; the Clerk of 
Session and Secretary remain open 

Authorize disbursement of monies in 2021 based on the 
2020 budget until a 2021 budget is approved 

Approved the end of the Capital Campaign 
Implementation Taskforce on December 31, 2020 

Session heard a Finance Committee report and, in 
response, scheduled a called meeting for Tuesday, 
December 22, 2020. 

Clerk’s Report: Palmer Scott baptized December 6, 2020 

Closing Prayer: Sharon Raffensperger 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 
 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent with 
a public act of confession. Acknowledging that 
we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s 
glory, we repent and return to our loving 
creator. Acutely aware of our failure and 
frailty, we express our utter reliance on God’s 
saving grace. 

Ash Wednesday developed in the medieval 
period as a time when penitent sinners were 
presented for church discipline during the 
season of Lent, to be reconciled with the community of faith on Maundy Thursday. Ash Wednesday also came 
to be the occasion for new believers to enroll in the catechumenate, a period of preparation for baptism at 
Easter. For those who undertake spiritual disciplines, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten fast. 

Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance, sorrow, and sacrifice. Traditionally, the ashes for this service are 
made from the palm branches of the previous year; thus the ashes and palms together frame the season of 
Lent.     (From The Book of Common Worship, p. 247) 
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Are you interested in contributing to our online worship? 

Contact Leah Bergman at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org and she can help match 
you with a Sunday and the scripture lessons that go along with it. Then you’ll record 
yourself at home, send her the video and she will incorporate it into the worship service 
for that Sunday! 

Here are some ways you could offer to volunteer during 
this time: 

 Read  or act out one or more of the scripture lessons  
for the day 

 Read a prayer or other part of the liturgy for the day 

 Play or sing some special music 

 Dance, draw, paint, take a picture  

We are especially looking for those who would like to 
lead hymns either vocally or on instruments. 

Five Senses Meditation 
 

As we enter a new and already tumultuous year and all 
that comes with it, consider adding a simple moment of 
meditation or mindfulness to your day or week. I would 
like to remind you about the “Five Senses Meditation” 
that is an easy and helpful way to calm your mind and 
body. 

The goal is to calm your mind by using your five senses to 
focus on your environment instead of your thoughts. 

Here are the steps to complete this exercise: 

 First, notice 5 things that you can see. Look around you and become aware of your environment. Try to 
pick out something that you don’t usually notice. 

 Second, notice 4 things you can feel. Bring attention to the things that you’re currently feeling, such as 
the texture of your clothing or the smooth surface of the table you’re resting your hands on. 

 Third, notice 3 things that you can hear. Listen for and notice things in the background that you don’t 
normally notice. It could be the birds chirping outside or an appliance humming in the next room. 

 Fourth, notice 2 things you can smell. Bring attention to scents that you usually filter out, either 
pleasant or unpleasant. Catch a whiff of the pine trees outside or food cooking in the kitchen. 

 Finally, notice 1 thing you can taste. Take a sip of a drink, chew gum, or notice the current taste in your 
mouth. 

You may start with any of the senses and work your way down in the number of things you notice. 

Community Prayer Box  

It might be covered in snow but 
everything inside is still ready for you 
and our neighbors to release your 
worries to God. 

Pray More  … Worry Less  

mailto:leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org
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The purpose of this month’s column is to give some 
general answers to questions that are frequently asked 
as we talk about supporting our church endowment. We 
suggest that donors consult with their attorney, 
accountant or tax advisor with regard to their personal 
situation.  

1. Do I Need a Will? 

Most likely. Without a will, the laws of the state will 
determine who will receive your assets and who will 
manage your estate. As a result, the state may not 
include all of the persons or charities that you would like 
to benefit. A will allows you to appoint a guardian for 
your minor children, choose a representative to carry 
out your wishes, and determine the final destination of 
your estate assets. 

Making a charitable bequest (i.e., giving assets to the 
church or another charity through a will or living trust) is 
the simplest way to make a planned gift. The donor 
states in his or her will the amount or percentage of 
assets that are to pass to a designated charity. The donor 
receives an estate tax deduction for the amount of the 
bequest. There is no limit on the amount that can be 
deducted for estate tax purposes. 

Some may wish to designate their church or favorite 
charity as the “residual beneficiary” of their estate. After 
they have designated certain amounts to children, 
friends and charities, they may wish to name the church 
as the residual beneficiary to receive the balance of their 
estate after all other distributions have been made. 

2. What Is Planned Giving? 

"Planned giving" means mapping out a plan for making 
gifts to church and charity. A caring person integrates 
planned giving into his or her financial strategies during 
different phases of life. Many individuals consider 
planned giving when they decide how to transfer their 
estates to the institutions and people whom they want 
to benefit from a lifetime of hard work. In addition to 
fulfilling their charitable goals and acknowledging 
(financially and spiritually) their gratefulness to God, 
donors may receive tax benefits and lifetime incomes 

through several types of tax-favored plans. We’ll discuss 
some of these opportunities in future columns. 

Planned giving takes many forms and is tailored to meet 
the needs and goals of the donor. Each person’s dreams 
make each gift unique and important. Martin Luther 
stated, “The heart of the giver makes the gift dear and 
precious.” 

3. How Can Life Insurance Be Used to Make Charitable 
Gifts? 

Charitable gifts of life insurance provide an easy way for 
the donor to make charitable contributions with minimal 
current costs. In many instances, a gift of life insurance 
involves a small out-of-pocket premium each year yet 
produces a significant benefit to a charity. There are 
many ways to make a charitable gift of life insurance.  

First, an existing contract may be given to charity, in 
which case all ownership rights must be assigned to the 
charity, and the charity named as beneficiary. If no 
further premium payments are due on the contract, the 
donor will receive a charitable income tax deduction for 
the lesser of the replacement value of the contract or 
the total value of the premium payments paid. However, 
if premiums remain to be paid on the contract, the 
donor will receive a charitable income tax deduction for 
the lesser of the interpolated terminal reserve value of 
the contract, or the total value of premium payments 
paid. The donor will also receive additional deductions 
for future premium payments. 

Second, a donor may purchase a new contract naming 
the charity as beneficiary. If the donor makes an 
absolute assignment of the contract to the charity, the 
donor will receive a charitable income tax deduction for 
each premium payment made on the contract. As long 
as the charity is the owner of the contract, the proceeds 
will be excluded from the donor's estate.  

Finally, a donor may designate the church as the 
beneficiary of a life insurance contract that he or she 
continues to own. Although the donor will not receive an 
income tax deduction for the gift, he or she will receive a 
charitable estate tax deduction for the amount of the 

(Continued on page 11) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Each Member Can Give According to His or Her Ability 
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death benefit passing to charity. Donors can also 
name a charity as a contingent beneficiary, 
providing the charity with the death benefit in the 
event that the primary beneficiary predeceases 
the donor. 

We hope that we have provided some food for 
thought in this month’s column.  There are many 
other questions to cover in future columns so do 
stay tuned.   

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that there will not be room enough 
to store it.” – Malachi 3:10 

(Continued from page 10) 

 
 

Be the Shamash* 
For over 10 years, our church has been sponsoring 100 girls at the Pasrur 
Christian Girls School in Pakistan. Our donations have provided them with an education and a chance to grow in 
their faith. We have brought the light of education, faith, and hope for a brighter future into their lives and the 
lives of their families.   

*The term Shamash is used in the Hebrew tradition to describe a candle that lights other candles. You can see it in 
the menorah above. It is the candle in the middle that sits above the rest. There is a saying, “Be the Shamash,” 
which means be the person who brings light to others.  In our ministry in Pakistan, our own Iowa City First 
Presbyterian Church has been a Shamash, a “bringer of light.” By educating girls at the Pasrur Christian school, we 
have been able to bring light to a dark and difficult part of the world. 

We continue to collect donations for scholarships for the girls for this coming school year towards our goal of 
sending all 100 girls back to school. If you would like to donate and haven’t had a chance, please send your 
contribution to the church with a notation for the Pasrur school.  

Or go online: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=159637. Just be sure to note “Pasrur 
scholarships.” 

To all of you who have donated to the scholarships for the girls at the Pasrur Christian boarding school, thank you. 
You’ve made wonderful things happen. The ripples of light and goodness will fan out farther than we can know. 
Thank you for being a Shamash to the little girls at the Pasrur Christian school.  

May God bless you this new year and always. 
Friends of Pasrur 
Jane Cranston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FPC is now offering Notary services.  

Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule an 
appointment at 319-351-2660 or 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=159637
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First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT, AND 
HOSPITALITY  

Layne Sheetz 
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND ARTS 
Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF PROGRAMMING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

INTERIM PASTOR 
Terry Purvis-Smith 
Terryps1@me.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Saira Steen 
saira.steen@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF STEWARDSHIP AND 
MANAGEMENT 

Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

FPC Book Club invites you to join them on Zoom  

We meet on the last Tuesday of the month, 
January through May, at 11:30 a.m. we will 
continue to meet on Zoom until we get the “go 
ahead” that we can meet in the church.    

 

January 26, 2021: Extra Sprinkles by Lori Lacina  

February 23: I Was Told to Come Alone: My Journey Behind 
the Lines of Jihad by Souad Mekhennet 

March 30: Notorious RBG:  The Life and Times of Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg by Irin Carmon/Shana Knizhink 

April 27: When We Were Young and Brave by Hazel Gaynor 

May 25: A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole 
 

For more information, contact Mary Linn at jmLnn@aol.com 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn   
reminds everyone to be safe. If you need 
supplies; contact Tammy at 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

 

COVID–19 Response 
 

All activities inside the building are suspended until further notice; 
worship and programming continue online. 

The Sanctuary continues to be open for meditation and prayer, the 
Labyrinth too, offers an outside space for spiritual self-care. Contact us to 
sign up for the FPC Daily—a daily email with short devotions and updates. 
Like and subscribe to our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

We welcome you to join our live stream worship on Facebook on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 am. Click this link https://www.facebook.com/
FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/ or go to the First Presbyterian Church 
Facebook page on Sunday morning and the video will pop up at 10:30 a.m.  

https://firstpresiowacity.org/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqpZYz5FwSOCKyowjKxR2-w
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchIowaCity/

