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Sundays Ahead! 9 a.m. Breakfasts, 9:30 a.m. Classes Youth Programming  

Sunday, January 19  Breakfast Together + Sunday Schools  NO Youth PM!  

Sunday, January 26 Breakfast Together + Sunday Schools  
5 p.m. Confirmation 

6 p.m. Dinner Together 
7 p.m. High School Youth  

Sunday, February 2  Breakfast Together + Sunday Schools  
5 p.m. Junior High Youth  
6 p.m. Dinner Together 

7 p.m. High School Youth  

Sunday, February 9 Breakfast Together + Sunday Schools  
Super Bowl Party + Potluck  

for ALL AGES 
5–8 p.m.  

Sunday, February 16 
Breakfast Together + Sunday Schools  

Summer Trips + Scholarships Fundraiser  
After Church Lunch 

5 p.m. Junior High Youth  
6 p.m. Dinner Together 

7 p.m. High School Youth  

FPC is pleased to do our part in 
supporting the Food Bank with our 

monthly donations.  

During 2024 we were able to donate 579 pounds 
of food and goods. That’s amazing!  
Thank you for your support of this program. 

For the month of January, we are focusing on paper 
products (toilet paper, paper towels, diapers, 
menstrual item etc.). Donations may be left in 
Ryerson Hall. 

*Monetary 
donations should be 
given to Tammy 
Schroeder; NOT left 
in Ryerson Hall. 
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Join the FPC Book Club 

This group will gather 
on January 28, at 
11:30 a.m. to discuss 
After Annie by Anna 
Quindlen. 

Meet in person in 
Room 14 on the lower level or via 
Zoom. 
For more information, contact Mary 
Linn jmLnn@aol.com.  

Dear Church- 

Happy (Gregorian) New Year! 

Here in the office, we are working with different 
ministries, boards, and committees to reflect on all 
that happened in 2024. As I write this, I also have a 
document up on the computer with the Session’s 
goals for 2024 and how we did in meeting them (you’ll 
get to see this on February 16 at our annual meeting). 
Time marches on, and the Elders and Deacons are 
already looking at retreats to better understand their 
roles and their priorities in 2025. 

This reflection is as much a part of our church year as 
are the birth and rebirth we celebrate at Christmas 
and Easter. Those celebrations are the high part of our 
church year, but the seasons of both Advent and Lent 
give us the opportunity to take on specific disciplines 
and practices, and special days are set out for 
celebrating both people and God in all of God’s 
persons. In-between all of them are our seasons of 
growth (thus, green paraments). We have the 
opportunity during all these seasons to determine 
where we will get our food and our light, to find last 
season’s growth and see if new shoots will develop 
from it. Was that growth in a positive direction? Or 
did we grow as much as we were going to along that 
path, and need to find something new. As February 
approaches, are there parts of our lives that have 
ceased to be a source of growth for us and need to be 
pruned so that we might flourish in a different way? 
These are the questions that the church considers in 
most of its ministries (CE generally does this work in 
another season of growth, the summer) ask as new 
people join and leave our ministry teams.  

They are 
also 
questions 
that are 
important to 
ask in our 
own lives. 

A church I knew in North Carolina defined its 
membership as the people who pledged time, talent, 
or treasure in that year (as a UCC new church start, 
they were bound neither by established practice, nor 
by the Book of Order’s procedures). What I liked 
about that radical model was that it made church 
membership a choice people actively made each year. 
They had to think about what their membership 
meant to them (as we are instructed to do in the Book 
of Order), and then set out what that meant. I 
appreciated it even more after I inherited a lilac bush, 
two large yew bushes, and a hundred feet of privet 
hedge when I moved to Ankeny. I learned that these 
all grew best when they were actively maintained, 
that leaving them alone eventually stunted and 
choked off their growth. So it is with our faith. Our 
ordered ministries are working to ask how we will 
help the church grow this year, and I challenge you to 
do the same for your own faith lives. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nathan 

The Deacons greatly 

appreciate the members who 

donated monies for the 

purchase of poinsettia plants. 

The donations enabled the 

purchase of 25 plants. These 

plants are given to the glory of 

God and to honor loved ones. It was a beautiful sight to see 

the bright red plants carried into the Sanctuary and to enjoy 

their beauty during the Christmas season. Once the flowers 

are paid for, the extra donations are 

deposited in the Deacon 

Emergency Fund. This fund is used 

to support emergency requests. 

Thanks go to Gerald Hill, our 

church sexton, who keeps the 

plants looking beautiful. The 

Deacons thank you for your 

generosity! 

mailto:jmLnn@aol.com
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Support the Hummer Bell’s Return to First Presbyterian Church 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) in Salt Lake City, UT, will be returning FPC’s long-lost 
Hummer Bell! Our church bell from the late 1840s, which came into the care of Mormon travelers, was 
presumed to have been recast from their damaged Nauvoo, IL, temple bell. Dwight Miller’s informative history 
of the Hummer Bell will soon be available on the FPC website. 

Our Hummer Bell Taskforce (HBTF) members: John Barr, Ann Burton, Tom Martin, Dwight Miller, Perry Ross, 
Maeleen Thorius and David Van Dusseldorp reviewed bell history, terms of LDS church gifting, technical 
specifications, potential bell installation sites and structures, and technical details for making the bell 
operational at a currently estimated cost of $31,000. Session approved our plan for the bell and a 
commemorative plaque to be mounted in a structure depicted above on the strip of lawn just outside Ryerson 
Hall and the main entrance to the church. A dedication ceremony before the beginning of summer is being 
planned. Please refer to the HBTF 2024 Annual Report for additional details. 

FPC’s Endowment and Memorials Committee has approved a grant of matching funds of up to $12,000 to help 
finance this project. The HBTF is now beginning its fundraising efforts, and is looking for enthusiastic support 
from FPC members and friends. Donations may be made via the Sunday offering, with Hummer Bell written on 
the envelope or in the memo line of a check. An online donation option is available at https://
firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ 

[Presbyterian From: Miller, DM. Pastors of 
First Church, Iowa City, 1840–2015, appendix 
B, p71] 

Installation site drawing by Becky Ross  

Prayer Post 

The days are shorter, the nights are longer, the 
temps are colder.  

Do you wish you could jot down what’s on your mind 
or heavy on your heart without having to explain it to 
anyone?  

You can, stop by the Prayer Post and jot away...you 
can be completely anonymous or ask to be contacted 
for confidential, personal prayer.  

Pray More...Worry Less 

 

EAT OUT GROUP 
Thursday, January 16 at 6 p.m. 

On the Coralville Strip 
across from Heartland Inn 
Your Hosts:  
Steve and Kathy Smith 
Sign up sheet located in 
the Narthex or by calling 
the office at  
319-351-2660 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
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Veda to Visit FPC on February 2 

New Primary Classroom Building Planned at the Pasrur School  

~submitted by Jane Cranston 

Who: Veda Gil and Cheryl Burke of the Friends of PEB (Presbyterian Education Board)  

What:  “Update on Pasrur and Discussion of the New Primary Building for Pasrur” 

When:  Sunday, February 2, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa 

Veda will be coming to visit our church the first 
weekend of February. She will be accompanied by 
Cheryl Burke who is the Executive Director of the 
Friends of PEB. They are coming to update us on the 
Pasrur Christian Girls School, and to discuss the need 
for a new primary building.  

Approximately 150 years ago, a Presbyterian missionary 
built a school for the impoverished children of Pasrur, 
Pakistan.  The last of the original classrooms is still 
standing but the building is in danger of collapse and 
has been condemned. PEB is hoping to rebuild these 
classrooms and has proposed three phases:  

● Phase I consists of three classrooms and a 
bathroom block.  

● Phase II consists of a second floor,  
which has three more classrooms 
and a bathroom block.  

● Phase III is a much-needed school 
office for all of the Pasrur Christian 
Girls School.  

Phase I is our goal now and would replace 
the dilapidated classrooms and give the 
children a safe place to go to school. 

This year, PEB is hoping to raise $238,000 
for Phase I of the new building at the 
Pasrur school. It will house three 
classrooms and a bathroom block to 
replace the dangerous building that is now 
being used. We are asking Eastern Iowa 
churches to join us in raising funds. If we 
can raise half the amount ($119,000) by 
June, we can freeze the total cost. Inflation 
is currently very bad in Pakistan. If someone wishes to 
make a large donation, the building will be named in 
their honor. Friends of PEB will match the first $40,000 
that is raised for this project. We are already off to a 
good start with $32,000.  

There are many reasons to support this project. Veda’s 
annual trips to FPC and frequent updates has made the 
Pasrur Project an important part of our church life. 
Through her, we have maintained a close friendship 

with the PEB (the Presbyterian Education Board) for 25 
years. Friends of PEB is part of PC(USA) and has 100 out 
of 100 rating from Charity Navigator. This is a brick-and-
mortar project that will last for 100 years or more. And 
most importantly, educating children at a Christian Girls 
School is a manifestation of goodness and the grace 
that is part of our legacy as Christians. 

The current Pasrur Primary Building 

Elevation of planned Pasrur Primary Building upon completion. 
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Known  

to have been  

Hospitalized: 

Dwight Miller 

 

‘ 
  

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by February 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

January 15-31 
1/16 Kip Neubauer 
1/17 Austin Beerends 
1/17 Jeremy Faden 
1/20 Mary Linn 
1/22 Vivian Adams 
1/22 Jen De La Cruz 
1/23 Mike Farran 
1/23 Deb Minot 
1/26 Jim Bradley 
1/26 David Carlson 
1/27 Karl Anderson 
1/27 Michelle Bessman 
1/28 Kristin Marrs 

February 1-15 

1/28 Kathy Maxey 
1/28 Logan Schroeder 
1/31 Ann Grosscup 
 
 

2/1 Steve Schomberg 
2/3 Diana Evers 
2/3 Conner Voss 
2/7 Kristin Summerwill 
2/8 Laura Jacobus 
2/8 Silas Johnston 
2/9 Gunnar Grado 
2/9 Diane Mattila 
2/10 Tammy Schroeder 
2/12 Ruby Anderson 
2/12 Daissy Owen 
2/14 Alexandra Marsh 
2/14 Linda Morris 
2/15 Lance Christensen 

Congratulations to: 

Kirsten and Jon Underwood 
on the birth of their son, 
Aaron, who was born on 
January 8. Kirsten is a 
member of the Sanctuary 
Choir; she and Jon have been 
worshipping with us for 
several months.  

Needles, Hooks 

and Yarn  

Mark your calendar to  
join us at the 
Eastside Panera 
from 9–11 a.m. 
on January 18. 

For more info 
contact Tammy 
Schroeder, 319-351-2660. 

To Steve Hurt, whose 
mother, Virginia 
“Carol” Hurt, died on 
December 11, 2024. 

 
 
 
 

FPC Offers Notary Services.  

Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule an 
appointment at 319-351-2660 or  

tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 



Page 6 First Presbyterian Church January 15, 2025–February 15, 2025 

Happy New Year from the  

Christian Education Team! 
We are thrilled to continue with this program year and refreshed 
with new year’s energy!  

To kick the year off right, we hosted a Talent Show and Game Night! 
There were tremendous talents such as magic tricks, dances, and 
original poetry! Wow! What a talented church we have! 

Beth and Teddy sing My Little Light Shines. 

Loretta shares an original poem. 
Bingo, fun and games 
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Sunday, February 16 
Lunch after Church as a Fundraiser 

The Christian Education Team invites all members, 
friends, and families of FPC to a Fundraiser for 
summer trips and scholarships on Sunday,  
February 16.  

In the past, this fundraiser has allowed students to 
experience opportunities they may not have 
encountered without the generous support of this 
congregation.  

As the Christian Education Team works to provide 
financial support to any youth who has need, this is a 
vital catalyst for this goal!  

This year, donations will be used to support:  

● Any Students attending Camp Bear Creek  
● Any 6th-8th Grade Student attending Camp 

Stronghold Weeklong Retreat 
● And/or Any 9th-12th Grade Student attending 

Triennium. 

For each trip, students are asked to pay on a sliding 
scale. From the total cost of a trip or camp, families 
decide what they can afford; 100%, 75%, 50%, 25% 
or 0. This method has been a tremendous success 
and does enable more students to take part in these 
summer opportunities each year!  

We ask that you support our goal and 
fundraiser this February!  

Further details to come in the FPC Wednesday 
Weekly email and the Sunday bulletins. 

 

All participants attending 
Triennium 2025:  

pre-event sleepover  
at Camp Bear Creek 

on February 28–March 1, 
2025.  

 
 

 

 

Confirmands + Mentors  
Camp Bear Creek  

March 7–9, 2025  

 

Are you interested in Christian Education, but 
don’t know how to learn?! Interested in the 
church of the past, present reconciliation, or 

future justice? Consider the APCE 2025 Annual 
Event! FPC’s Anna Sheetz is a co-host for the 

online event so you can catch her online from 
Memphis!  

Association of Partners in Christian Education 
(APCE) 

2025 Annual Event  
Memphis, TN  

OR online  
January 29–February 1, 2025 

Spring Trips, Save the Dates 
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

Let’s start the new year off by getting Connected 
 

If you aren’t already using the handy church app Connect here’s how to get started. 
 It looks like a lot, but it only takes a few minutes. 

If you need help, or run into a problem, contact Tammy Schroeder. 
 

1. Go to onrealm.org and follow the prompts. This the database FPC uses. 

a. Use your email; you should be asked to create a password. 

b. Then you should receive an email that says Welcome to REALM. 

c. Now go back to onrealm.org and log in using the password you created. 

d. Look at your personal info and edit/update information. 

e. Remember to click SAVE, because that’s what Jesus does! 

2. Go to your App Store and download Realm Connect —blue square with either a white or yellow star 

a. Use the same password you used in Realm. 

b. Once opened, you should see the News page–information about what’s happening at FPC will be 
posted here (like Facebook). 

c. To find your friends using the Online Directory 

i. Look for three lines or dots in the bottom right-hand corner to open Menu. 

ii. Scroll to Directory—click to open 

iii. Use magnifying glass icon to open Search Bar 

iv. Type in person you are looking for 

3. It has been six years since the last photo directory. You can upload your new photos using these steps 

a. Login/Open the Connect app 

b. Click the '3 dots' for more in the bottom right-hand corner  

c. Click your initials in top left corner  

d. Select 'My Profile'  

e. Click initials/+camera icon  

f. Take a photo right there or upload a photo of your choice 

4. Watch your News page for important info such as weather cancellation, upcoming FPC event and COMING 
SOON you will have the opportunity to share your God Giftedness by filling out a short skills and interest 
survey. 

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Katelyn Peterson 
katelyn.peterson@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CONGREGATIONAL ACCOMPANIST 
Amy Cerniglia 
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 

mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
https://firstpresbyterainchurchic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tammy_schroeder_firstpresiowacity_org/Documents/Desktop/onrealm.org
https://firstpresbyterainchurchic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tammy_schroeder_firstpresiowacity_org/Documents/Desktop/onrealm.org

