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Dear Church– 

Happy summer! As you read this, I’m on vacation, mainly camping, until 
August. Hopefully, we managed to get everything put together before we left. 

As we all work to stay cool and continue our work of Christian discipleship this July, I want to invite you to participate in 
our Vacation Bible Experience August 4–8 from 5–8 p.m. This year, in addition to the learning we adults achieve by being 
around our youth as they learn more about their faith and play their games, we will also be having an adult study. 

Each day, we’ll look at a different sermon from American history. I haven’t quite set the list yet (I write this on July 3), 
but among them will be:  

1. that all-time country-defining Congregational gem from the Reformed tradition: Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God (7/8/1741) preached by Jonathan Edwards during the First Great Awakening  

2. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s 20th-century challenging Shall the Fundamentalists Win? (5/21/1922), for which he 
was fired from New York’s First Presbyterian Church (don't worry, he landed on his feet)  

3. Jeremiah Wright’s well-known (especially to a particular subset of FPC) sermon The Day of Jerusalem’s Fall 
(9/16/2001), which not only derailed the last years of his career, but threatened to end a presidential 
campaign.  

Other candidates currently include Martin Luther King Jr.’s Paul's Letter to American Christians (11/4/1956), Woman's 
Right to Preach the Gospel (9/15/1853) by Luther Lee, (the ordination sermon for Antoinette Brown, the first ordination 
of a woman in a major American denomination) and My Call to Preach the Gospel (~1849) by Jarena Lee.   

I always learn something from seeing how other people have treated church texts and the historical moments they find 
themselves in, and I love to think about what the church had to say to our country at different turning points in its 
history. I hope some of you do, too, and come to join our study group. It can be our own summer revival, FPC-style.  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nathan 

VBX’s Camp Firelight at FPC is almost here!  

Join us on Sunday, August 4–Thursday, 
August 8 from 5:30-8 p.m. 

There will be dinner served, songs sung, 
games played, and lessons learned.  

RISING K–5th graders: will have the 
best adventure ahead! Crafts, games, music, 
lessons, and an all-around AMAZING time 
with your camp counselors to include special 
events each night. 

RISING 6th–12th graders: Layne S. and Stephanie S. will work with 
students on a special mission: Building Blocks of the School Year. This will 
provide an opportunity to dream about what youth group will look like 
throughout the year. 

ADULTS: Pastor Nathan will be teaching a class on Famous Prayers. There 
will be an activity to start constructing the Advent trees too. 

Everyone can sign up on page 11 of this newsletter, in Ryerson Hall or 
email Anna at Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.  

mailto:Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
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Re-engaging with Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity 

Since 1992, Iowa Valley 
Habitat for Humanity (IVHH) 
has built or renovated over 
150 homes in Cedar, Iowa, 
Johnson, and Washington 
counties. 

FPC members and friends 
have worked with this 
organization in a range of 
capacities, serving as 
supervised building crew 
members, home applicant 
counselors/evaluators, home 
dedication hosts and 
celebrants, and as fund-
raisers.  

In 2019 ,we participated in the 
construction of two 
“interfaith build” homes 
with members of local 
Muslim, Jewish and 
Buddhist faith 
communities and in the 
construction of the Doris 
Preucil “Women Build” 
home.  

The “Mission Tithe” 
component of our Capital 
Campaign , conducted 
through 2020, provided a 
total of $55,000 to help 
fund these three homes.  

The recent pandemic greatly curtailed Habitat activities, which are now rebounding under new, local leadership 
and an evolving construction season. Determined to re-engage more fully with IVHH, our Reconciliation Ministry 
has scheduled a building event for FPC members and friends. Here are key details: 

• Our volunteer shift is on Saturday, August 10, from 8 a.m.–noon. To register for the volunteer shift, click on 
this link https://app.giveffect.com/reservations/18174/join?auth=1718381209. 

•  Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older; 18 years of age to use power tools. 

• The address is 2612 Blazing Star Drive, Iowa City. Street parking is available within 1–2 blocks. 

• No experience is necessary to volunteer with IVHH—they have all the training, tools, and equipment we’ll 
need. 

• What to wear: Close-toed shoes are required. Wear clothes you don't mind getting dirty/dusty. Be sure to 
dress appropriately for the weather and potential sun exposure—barring inclement weather, you may be 
both inside and outside during your shift. 

• IVHH will have water, snacks, and sunscreen available for all volunteers. 

• In the event of inclement weather, IVHH may need to delay, relocate, or cancel this volunteer opportunity. 
This will be announced on the IVHH Facebook page, and all registered participants will be alerted directly via 
email. 

• Further questions can be directed to John Barr, Reconciliation Ministry moderator, at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 
315–541–3213.  

Can you find the following FPC members among the Interfaith Build volunteers? 
Travis Martin, Dale Kraus, Tammy Foster, Ames Molsberry, John Barr, Jeri 
Smith, Ed Cranston and Greg Smith.  

Doris Preucil and home recipient family 
initiate groundbreaking for the Women 
Build. 

The father of an Interfaith Build family 
joyfully accepts the key to their new 
home.  

https://app.giveffect.com/reservations/18174/join?auth=1718381209
https://app.giveffect.com/reservations/18174/join?auth=1718381209
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Compeer Needs New Board Members! 

Compeer of Johnson County’s mission is to reduce the 
loneliness and isolation of adults living with mental health 
issues. We do this by matching community volunteers with 
adults who are living with or recovering from mental health 
issues and support them in building a friendship. 

If you have any of the skill sets listed below, WE NEED YOU! 

• Previous non-profit Board experience with an interest in 
governance and board development 

• Knowledge of and experience with donor relations and 
fundraising 

• Communications experience, including electronic newsletters, posting to FaceBook, Instagram, etc. 

Our Advisory Board meets one hour a month on the 4th Wednesday. We are a small group, but mighty and 
are excited about growing Compeer! If you’d like to have a no obligation conversation to learn more, or tell a 
friend or colleague about this opportunity, please contact Compeer Program Director Sarah Ross at: 319-383-
6264/compeeric@gmail.com. 

We are grateful for the generosity of First Presbyterian which has generously and graciously supported 
Compeer since 2015 by offering office space on the lower level of the church, as well as a gathering space for 
our volunteers and participants. 

Topic of the Month:  

Houses into Homes 
(Fall Kindness Activity) 

Info on Narthex 
table. 

 

Two years ago, First Presbyterian Church participated in a Kindness Campaign 
throughout the Iowa City community.  The Congregational Health Ministry 
would like to encourage a follow up activity this fall with Houses into Homes. 

Houses into Homes provides gently used beds, furniture, and household items 
for families and individuals in Johnson County who are exiting homelessness, 
domestic violence, and other crisis situations. Houses into Homes is the only 
organization of its kind in Johnson County. They have served 4,300 community 
members to date, 2,400 of whom are youth. 

Volunteers are needed to help in several different ways. Please think about 
volunteering as an individual or as a family. FPC will meet on a designated 
Friday or Saturday in September or October to provide food and assist with 
delivery of household items. Let’s help create a home for a family or individual! 
You can find more information at housesintohomes.org. The Congregational 
Health Ministry needs an idea of how many people would be interested in 
volunteering. Please contact Pam Kautz, 319-331-4404, or Sue Van Duyn, 515-
205-3576, with questions and if you are interested in volunteering. More 
information will come as we hear from volunteers. 

From Congregational Health Ministry:  

Time for a Kindness Activity! 
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When: Sunday, Sept. 8-Sunday, Nov. 3, from 4:30–6:00 

Where: In-person sessions held in Coover Lounge at the church 

What: These sessions will be of interest to anyone who wants to learn more 
about budgeting, saving, investing, giving, and having an all-around better 
handle on personal finances. The moderators are: Judy Whitford and 
Stephanie Stamp. 

Nursery provided and stay for dinner afterwards! 

Cost is $20 per individual or couple. Registration will open on Sunday, Aug. 4 
at the church, or after Aug. 4 by contacting Judy Whitford at whitfordjlw@gmail.com. 

Scholarships are available! 

True Financial Freedom, a 9–Week Personal Finance Course, is coming to FPC! 

~Nancy Gardner, Moderator, Stewardship Committee 

Want to Feel Recharged? 

 ~Nancy Gardner, Stewardship Committee Moderator 

Who doesn’t enjoy a summer day sitting on the back porch with a cool 
glass of iced tea and a good book? A lazy afternoon can often be the 
answer to recharging one’s batteries amid family, work, and other 
responsibilities. But you know what else recharges my batteries? Hearing 
each week about the exciting ways that FPC is bringing God’s word to 
others and doing God’s work in the world.  

Don’t you just love it, as we near the conclusion of the worship service, 
when various church members speak on the meaningful work they find 
through their involvement with FPC? We’ve heard people speak about 
Christian Education, Catholic Worker House, Habitat for Humanity, youth 
going to Camp Stronghold, and other ways that demonstrate our mission 
of justice, mercy, and faith. 

And, who makes these opportunities possible? You! … and all the other 
generous people at FPC who give week after week, fulfilling their pledges, 
putting monetary donations in the pew boxes, supporting the Endowment 
program. Yes, it takes all of us, but we get more than we can imagine in 
return.  

So, where am I going with all of this? Well, it’s a two-fold message:  

• Be inspired by the speakers knowing that your gifts make these and other experiences possible, and 

• Join in! If something inspires you to take action, contact the speaker and get involved. 

 
And one more message … don’t forget to take time for a good book on the back porch! 
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If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by August 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

July 15-31 

7/16 Debbie Beermann 
7/19 Rachel Edwards 
7/21 John Morgan 
7/21 Valerie Soemadi 
7/22 Kayla McKibben 
7/22 Sarah Swisher 
7/24 Mahala Smith 
7/25 Courtney Keen 
7/25 Jordan Kolarik 

7/25 Dwight Miller 
7/26 Reid Dehner 
7/27 Kitty Forsythe 
7/27 Graysen Molsberry 
7/29 Chase Burtness 
7/29 Wayne Patton 
7/30 Brenda Dodge 
 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy: 

To Liz Bolin and her family as they 
grieve the loss of her mother, Ginny 
Hall, died on June 23. The service for 
Ginny was held in Manchester, IA.  

To Geri Schafer, friends and family on 
the death of Paul on July 5. His 
memorial serve was held at Lensing 
Funeral home with Pastor Kyle Otterbein. 

 

Known  to have 
been hospitalized: 

Jane Cranston 

Aug. 1-15 

8/1 Rhonda Barr 
8/1 Janet Cochran 
8/4 Henry Edwards 
8/5 Nick Thedens 
8/7 Margaret Ketterer 
8/8 Emilia Thedens 

8/12 Thomas Boysen 
8/12 Nile Franz 
8/14 Pam Kautz 
8/14 Judy Terry 
8/14 David Scott 
8/15 Gary Olson 

News From Friends of Pasrur 

We have several  updates to our previous 
announcement of Veda’s upcoming visit. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the visit 
from Veda has been postponed. We will 
report the new date once it is planned. The 
visits from our church members to Pakistan 
has been postponed until February. 

Thank you letters from our students at the 
Pasrur school will be mailed as planned in 
August. These letters are such a pleasure for 
sponsors to read; we are glad that they will 
be mailed out as planned.  

We look forward to informing you when the 
previously planned events will take place. 

The Friends of Pasrur 

 

During the summer families struggle to provide food for kids 

at home. FPC is focusing on non-perishable food items to 

support CommUnity Food Bank.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations may be brought to Ryerson Hall.  
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Adventures were had and Adventure awaits in Summer 2024!  

~Submitted by Anna Sheetz, 
Director of Christian Education 

On June 9–14, 2024, a group of 43 people from both First Presbyterian and St. Andrew trekked out to Oregon, IL where we 
lived like royalty in the castle at Camp Stronghold. Of those 43 participants, six were FPC members: Molly and Graysen 
Molsberry, Thomas and John Morgan, Teddy Willard, and leader Anna Sheetz. The theme was Percy Jackson and so we 
played games such as, Olympian Hunting, Monster Marathon, Fly Pegasus Fly!, and many more! The speaker was Julia 
Gallagher, a physical therapist from Pittsburg, who works with children and youth who have traumatic spinal injuries. Julia 
taught us how Jesus was our friend and showed us what friendship looks like. This trip has been a summer highlight for the 
last two years and we look forward to having students completing 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in 2025 to come with us.  

Mark your calendars! We return to Camp Stronghold: June 8-13, 2025!  

 

Camp Bear Creek: A Great Camping Experience for All! 

June 22–23, 2024: Oliver and I spend 24 hours at Camp Bear Creek at Me & You Camp. This was 
the first time he was old enough to attend and I was afraid I wouldn’t get him to leave! Oliver 
said it was SO FUN (his favorite part was the slip and slide)! As a parent, I was impressed with 
how engaged the counselors were with the kids. I could tell the counselors were well trained, 
they were welcome to be themselves, and clearly had built a 
wonderful community together as their staff this summer. There 

was even time that the counselors took the kids off to Bible Study and the parents had free time. 
As a Christian Educator, I was not afraid of the theology they were teaching Oliver and I was 
thankful they were teaching him how to engage with faith outside of the church. He was shocked 
that we could worship around a campfire! How cool is that!  

I encourage all parents to consider Camp Bear Creek for their summer camp needs. I was pleased 
with the food, the environment, the theology, the activities, the counselors, and the environment of  the camp. It clearly is 
made for and with kids and Christian Education in mind. Thank You to Camp Bear Creek for their ministry and thank you to 
First Presbyterian Church, who funds and supports camp and campers!  

 

      Adventure Still Ahead! VBX 

  Camp Firelight at FPC is almost here!  

Join us on Sunday, August 4–Thursday, August 8 from 5:30-8 p.m. 

There will be dinner served, songs sung, games played, and lessons learned.  
Here’s the best news:  

RISING K–5th graders: You have the best adventure ahead! Crafts, games, music, 
lessons, and just an all-around AMAZING time with your camp counselors and special 
events each night! 

RISING 6th–12th graders: Layne S. and Stephanie S. will work with students on a special 
mission: Building Blocks of the School Year! This will give an opportunity to dream  
about what youth group looks like throughout the year. 

ADULTS: Pastor Nathan will be teaching a class on Famous Sermons. And there will be an activity to start constructing the 
Advent Trees. Everyone can sign up in Ryerson Hall or email Anna at Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org  

mailto:Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org
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9 a.m.  Breakfast Together for Everyone 
9:30 a.m.  Sunday Schools Starts Again! 
  K–2nd Grades 
  3th–5th Grades  
  Sunday Bible School for 7th Grade to Adult  
  Wired Word  
10:30  Worship Together  

——————————————————————————————————— 

BIG EVENT SUNDAY  
4 p.m.  Confirmation Kick-Off for Parents and Students  
  3rd–5th Grade Youth Group  
5 p.m.  BIG GAME for 3rd Graders–Adult  
6 p.m.  The First Potluck of the Year!  

September 8, 9 a.m. 

The Christian Education of FPC is pleased to 
announce there will be three youth groups  

for a variety of ages!  

3rd–5th grade, meets on average 1x a month 

6th-8th grade, meets on average 3x a month 

9th–12th grade, meets on average 3x a month  
 

 

What do we do on the one Sunday a month when there are no youth groups?  

Well, we have a BIG EVENT!  

This looks like an adult class, confirmation, and big game, and a potluck dinner! 

Hold tight, there is lots of fun ahead for all ages and all will be come clear 

… at VBX 2024. 

Adult classes 
will average 
around once 
a month. 
Each time, 
there will be 
a vote on 

what the next month’s class 
will be!  

These classes will be inspired 
by the Society of Normal 
People; the people behind the 
beloved, The Bible for Normal 
People. Because the courses are 
too long to fit into the footprint 
of our time, Anna will 
synthesize and simplify, in time, 
not topic.  
The topics for the month of 
September will be voted on 
during VBX! Here are the 
options:  

The Error of Inerrancy  
A class on why moving past 
inerrancy gives you a better 
Bible and a Bigger God.  

Seeing Gender Diversity in 
Scripture 
What does the Bible have to 
say about gender?  

One Nation Under God? 
Christian Nationalism?  

Vote the Week of VBX and 
attend the first Adult Class PM  
Sunday, September 22,  
4–5 p.m.. 

Sunday, October 27 
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The Finance Committee is happy to report that FPC is on course to meeting 
its financial goals this year! We are thankful for the pledges that are being 
fulfilled and the contributions that are being made. These gifts provide us 
the means to positively impact our church family, wider community, and 
the world in our targeted areas of justice, mercy, and faith. Our church 
committees and Session are already beginning the process to prepare the 
budget for 2025. It’s exciting to ponder more great things we can 
accomplish together in the future! 

Good News from Finance! 
-Submitted by Leann Graves, Co-moderator of  Finance Committee 

Guns to Gardens is a safe surrender event where gun owners can bring their unwanted guns to be destroyed 
by a chop saw on site and 
ultimately be turned into 
garden tools or art/jewelry. 
The event will take place on 
October 5, 2024 from 10 a.m.
–noon. If you are interested in 
getting involved or have 
questions, please contact 
Temple Hiatt 
(templehiatt@yahoo.com) or 
Cari Houghton Everhart 
(cahought@yahoo.com). 

FPC is Hosting the First Ever Guns to Gardens Event in the State of Iowa!  

Do You Want the Online Church Directory? 

If you have not signed up to use Realm, call Tammy Schroeder at 319-351-2660 and she 
can send you an “invite” to join. Once you have logged into Realm, you will be able to 
see your personal and giving information. Next download the Realm Connect App to 
your phone or tablet by going to your app store and look for this icon 

You can use the same password for Realm and the Connect app.  

Enjoy the convenience of being able to call, text, email or get directions from your 
phone. 

Questions? Contact Tammy Schroeder. 
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Needles, Hooks  and Yarn 
Join the fun and share in the fellowship. 

No experience is needed.  

July 20, 9–11 a.m. at FPC 

      For more information call 319-351-2660.  

 
The Prayer Post is celebrating it’s fifth year of 
serving our neighborhood friends. In the past five 
years we have had a continuous flow of prayer 
requests, given out 10 Bibles, and too many FPC 
pens to count. 

These days it is easy to become overwhelmed, 
maybe it’s time to stop by and drop a prayer. 

Remember, pray more—Worry Less! 

 

You might have seen this logo 
on the bulletin cover, if you 
would like more information on 
the program, https://
dementiafriendlyiowa.org/. 

https://dementiafriendlyiowa.org/
https://dementiafriendlyiowa.org/
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
   
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

 


