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Dear Church,
Welcome to Lent at First Presbyterian Church!

While weather once again thwarted our Ash
Wednesday service, | hope we have still begun our
own disciplines of preparation and study in the
wilderness.

Our Wednesday evening Lenten study series will focus
on the spirituals that the choir will be singing on
Sundays. In the Presbyterian tradition, we tend to look
at Lent more as a time for spiritual growth, reflection,
and discipline than as a time prefiguring Jesus’s death.
In other Christian traditions, especially Lutheran and
Catholic ones, Lent is instead often spent moving with
Jesus toward his eventual death (and, eventually,
resurrection). In communities beset by suffering and
oppression, Jesus's role as the suffering servant of God
has, for centuries, been a source of comfort and
community. Knowing that Jesus suffered in his life,
even unto death, and yet rose again reminds us that
we do not suffer alone.

In the African-American Christian tradition, the two
Biblical events that traditionally resonate most
strongly with worshipers are the Exodus and Jesus’s
Crucifixion. The Exodus because it centered a people in
slavery and escaping from slavery, which obviously had
a direct relevance to an enslaved people (to such an
extent that some slaveowners simply removed the
story of the Exodus from Bibles given to the people
they held in bondage), and also to people whose
ancestors experienced slavery. The Cross, because one
of the roles of the church that the Black church has
traditionally emphasized is the role of “getting that
person in the back pew to the next Sunday,” as the
Rev. Charles Gilchrist Adams put it in my Dynamics of
Black Preaching class. With the story of Jesus upon the
Cross comes the hope that, whatever the current
oppression, isolation, and suffering, there is always
another chapter.

As part of her DMA work, Katelyn has spent a lot of
time researching and understanding the role of African
-American spirituals and other religious music in 19"
and 20th-century culture. We saw a unique opportunity
to offer a jointly-taught study that not only delves into

the Biblical origins of these songs, but also into their histories
and their reception. As we move through Lent, we hope that
the studies can add depth to your worship experience.

Soup (dinner) starts at 6 and the study soon after on March 12
and 26, and April 2 and 9.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Nathan

Lent &
Soup & Study *

Join Us for Wednesday Night
Soup Dinner and Spirituals Study

This Lent, we invite you to deepen your journey to the Cross
with a special Wednesday evening gathering. Come enjoy a
warm bowl of soup and engage in a thought-provoking
study of African American spirituals. These powerful songs
have been a source of strength, hope, and spiritual healing,
and they provide a beautiful pathway to the Cross during
this sacred season.

Through music and reflection, we will explore how these
timeless hymns can help us reflect on our own faith,
struggles, and the redemptive work of Christ. All are
welcome to share in this time of fellowship, song, and
reflection.
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One Great Hour of Sharing — Our First PC(USA) 2025 Special Offering

Following World War Il, Protestant churches in the U.S. appealed for relief and reconstruction of devastated areas,
primarily in Europe and Asia. A program called “One Great Hour”, broadcast on March 26, 1949, closed with a request
that listeners attend their local church and make a sacrificial contribution. It was estimated that more than 75,000
churches worldwide participated. The next year, the offering was repeated, using the name “One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS)”. OGHS is the single largest way Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world.

Three programs are supported by this offering:
e 32% goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)

e 36% to the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP)
e 32% for the Self-Development of People (SDOP)

Each program works in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to
ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

In 2023, OGHS outcomes have included:
e 56.1 million granted by PDA for 27 U.S. states and 46 countries.
e 131 National Response Team members were deployed to 46 presbyteries.
e 116,273 Gift of Heart kits and blankets distributed in partnership with Church World Service.
e 84 PHP grants, totaling $1.1 million, impacting the U.S. and 19 countries.
e 304 certified Earth Care congregations across the U.S. helped care for creation.

Since SDOP’s inception, over 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in
the U.S. and around the world have provided the opportunity to develop
solutions to their own challenges.

Additional detailed information about these three OGHS programs can be found
at https://pcusa.org/pda, https://pcusa.org/hunger , and https://pcusa.org/
sdop.

There are four differently focused PCUSA Special Offerings each year. Please be

joyful and generous in giving to each, with the first being One Great Hour of
Sharing.

Donations are being accepted from March 5 through Easter Sunday, April 20,
and can made via our website at https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ or
on Sundays using the OGHS offering envelop (with your name noted or by check
payable to First Presbyterian Church, with One Great Hour in the memo line.)

§a§ You’re invited to the
(m FPC Book Club ...

Q)
\i/ On March 25 at 11:30 a.m. to discuss

EAT OUT GROUP
March 27 at 6 p.m.

~

| 1/, The Horse by Geraldine Brooks

(&0

onicas

AMERICAN FAVORITES, ITALIAN SPECIALTIES & BRICK OVEN PIZZA

{

\4 Meet in Room 14 on the lower level
of the church or by Zoom.

For more information and for the Zoom link, contact

Mary Linn jmLnn@aol.com.

Hosts: Andreas and Val Soemadi
The signup sheet is located in the narthex,
or call the church office at 319-351-2660.
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First’s Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by April | to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

o1 *Ip.'"”

March 15-31 fﬁf?ﬁpi April 1-15

3/17  Michael Anderson 4/1 Oscar Everhardt  4/7 Ryan Dehner
3/18  Jeff Orris 4/1 Cole Everhardt 4/7 Trevor Smith

3/19  Sharon Raffensperger 4/3 Bill Follows 4/9 Billie Feagins
3/19  Elizabeth Aubrey 4/3 Sue Olson 4/9 LeeKirsch

3/21  Gerald Lowry 4/3 Travis Martin 4/12 Glenn Van Roekel
ggi :(?tetyPEEEg& . 4/4 Bob Dillin 4/13 Jeremy Fletcher
3/24  Soren Miller 4/6 Aimee Orris 4/15 Maeleen Thorius
3/25  Mary Bergman 4/6 Allie Hurt

3/26  Andrew Marsh
3/27  Finn Leckband
3/29  Braxton Burtness
3/30  SaraBurton

9 We extend our Kno e Anita Burnett
)% . W1 : s Anita Burnett,
| deepest sympathy: — Brian Kleis and
S8 To the family and . .. - - Daissy Owen
)| friends of Guerin Hospitalized
Thompson, who died
on January 14.

For the month of March, we
o will be collecting cereal for the
P CommUnity Food Bank.

Bring your donations to
Ryerson Hall.

Needles, Hook and Yarn

1A NPT

. _ Prayer Post Join this lively bunch as we work on projects
§ Spring is on its way, what and enjoy each others company.
-~ agreat time to let worries March 15 from 911 a.m

melt away and sing praises
to God! Stop by the Prayer
Post and do just that.
Pray More...Worry Less

Eastside Panera

Need more info? |
all Tammy Schroeder at a

319-351-2660 {( b
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Summer Camp for current 6th—8th graders!
Sunday, June 8—Friday, June 13, 2025

Students are invited to the GREATEST WEEK OF YOUR LIFE
at Stronghold! We have been collaborating with Saint
Andrew’s Junior High Youth Group for two years, this year
being year #3! Students that have attended LOVE this trip—
with night games, a waterpark day, incredible music, and
lots of food. Students currently in 6th—8th grade are invited
to attend! Please RSVP to Anna by April 1.

The Christian Education Ministry would like to extend a
heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the
Sunday, February 16 Summer Trip Fundraiser an incredible
success! We are thrilled to share that over $9,000 was raised
for our summer programs—an amount that far exceeded our
wildest expectations!

Thanks to your generosity, we can ensure that every student
participating in Camp Stronghold, Triennium, or Camp Bear
Creek will be able to attend, with finances no longer being a
barrier.

We are truly grateful to our amazing congregation for
making this possible. Your support makes all the difference!

MORNING AT Fpcy

POTLUCK BREAKFAST

Q:30 AM.

EASTER EGG HUNT

STARTS AT 10 A.M.

Youth Triennium is Happening this Summer!

The Presbyterian Youth Triennium (PYT) is an ecumenical event
hosted by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church that gathers high school age young people
every three years. It is a well-planned and thoughtfully led event
focused on worship, disciple-making, Christian compassion,
justice and biblical/theological education. It is also a catalyst for
many young people to take the next steps in their faith.
Participants: Please plan to attend the Saturday, April 5
Commissioning and Team-Building Event! Talk to Anna for more
info!

X July 28-31,2025
+ Louisville, Kentucky
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Check out What's Happening in the Youth PM Programming! As the year draws to
a close, we have a lot to do! Mission Night, Youth Sunday planning, and Easter!
Whoa! We have had a tremendous year with still amazing opportunities to
connect, grow, and serve ahead of us!

5p.m. | 6 p.m. | 7p.m.
Sunday, March 23 47 p.m. BIG EVENT + Potluck
Sunday, March 30 Junior High | Dinner Together | High School Youth
Sunday, April 6 4—7 p-m. MISSION NIGHT + Potluck
Sunday, April 13 Confirmands Examined by Session! All invited
Sunday, April 20 NO Youth Programs; Happy Easter!
Sunday, April 27 Junior High | Dinner Together | High School Youth
Sunday, May 4 4-7 p-m. FINAL YOUTH SUNDAY PREP + Potluck
Sunday, May 11 NO Youth Programs; Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 18 4—7 p-m. THE BIGGEST GAME YET... End of Program Year + Potluck

\ l’ v, SAVE THE DATE!

The Christian Education Ministry invites
you to a youth planned and led worship
service on Sunday, May 11!

/‘V {(L A ‘ ‘ /
) Come see youth of all ages reimagine what

/ SU N DAY _/ worship can be!

VBX 2025 ANNOUNCED!
Join us August 3-7, 2025 for JUST LIKE ME!

This is how they describe this program:
Everyone has a song to sing and a gift to bring! This is especially
|'|ke true in our community garden. Each member of the Garden
Group is unique, and we need each of their gifts to make our
garden thrive. Just like the characters in the Bible stories we
learn each day, our gardeners know that the things that make
them different are also the things that make them special!

digging in & growing deep

Leadership sign-up is available beginning on March 13.

Youth sign-ups start Easter Sunday, April 20.
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How do YOU do Stewardship?

Submitted by Nancy Gardner,
Stewardship Committee Moderator

Each Sunday, | look forward to the Moment for
Mission portion of the service. It’s inspiring to hear
how our congregation exemplifies justice, mercy, and
faith both in and outside of the church. If stewardship
means giving your gifts to the glory of God in the
form of time, talents, and treasures, then there’s a lot
of stewardship going on at First Pres!

So how do YOU do it? How do you demonstrate the
meaning of “stewardship” in the life of the church?
So many of our members give of their treasures as
evidenced by a generous, balanced budget for 2025.
But have you thought about the other two (just as
important) ways to give? And, when you realize you
do have those gifts of time and talent, how

do you communicate this type of

Well, you are in luck! There is currently a campaign to
collect this information to have a repository of
individuals’ skills, talents, and where they see
themselves putting these gifts to use. But, such an
endeavor cannot be successful unless everyone
participates.

So, look for the blue surveys in the narthex, talk to
Tammy Schroeder, or go on the Connect moblie app and
share that information. Let people know the way YOU
do stewardship. How will you give your time, talents,
and gifts to share God’s message?

stewardship?

You can now share your gifts, talents, skills and interests by completing the FPC Skills and Interest Survey
through the Connect mobile app or by picking up a hard copy which is available in the Narthex.

FAQ

What is the Connect app?

This is a convenient app for your phone or tablet. It offers an online directory, shows your giving history and
has a Newsfeed feature where notifications can be sent out; like upcoming event at FPC , weather closures,
and opportunities to connect with others. To be able to use this ap you must first be logged into the churches
database called REALM (best done on a computer). Once you have signed in with your email and password, you
can go to your app store and download the Realm Connect app. Questions? Contact Tammy Schroeder or call

the office.

Why are we doing this Skills and Interest survey?

So we can more easily match our members with volunteer opportunities within the church and in the

community.

What if | don’t have the Connect app and/or don’t want to use it,
but want to participate in the survey?

You can participate by filling out a paper hardcopy (it’s blue) found on the sign-up table in the Narthex and

returning to Tammy Schroeder’s desk.
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Update on Pasrur Primary Building
Submitted by Jane Cranston

All of the money for scholarships for K=12 Christian girls to use the drop-down menu to specify “Pasrur
attend the Pasrur Christian School in Pakistan for 2025-26 has  Building Fund” https://
been sent over. Food, lodging, tuition, and books have been firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/

paid for the coming year. This is an enormous accomplishment,
and it will have a wonderful effect on the lives of the girls and
their families. Thank you for your generosity and your fidelity.

We hope you will consider donating to this
wonderful project. It will change the lives of
so many, for a very long time.

We currently have $85,275 donated for the primary building
at Pasrur. The total cost for the first floor consisting of three
classrooms and a bathroom block is $238,000. The builder
has agreed that if we can raise half of that amount, or
$119,000, by June, the price will be fixed. This is a key issue
in Pakistan where inflation has been as high as 10%. This
means that we have $33,725 to raise by June in order to
ensure that the cost of the building does not go up.

This brick-and-mortar project will last for another hundred
years. It will be used for primary-age children K through
three and it will replace a dilapidated building which is
falling down. If this project appeals to you,

I hope you will contribute. You can donate through the
church. Make sure to write “Pasrur Building Fund” on your
check or envelope with your check made out to First
Presbyterian Church. You can also donate on ine or by going
to the giving section of the church website. Here you can

These smiling girls and others were very grateful
for the opportunity to go to school.

Give Glory to God, recognize a loved one, and beautify our
Sanctuary this Easter
This is your opportunity to give in memory of or in honor of a loved one towards the flowering plants
which Glorify God and add to the beauty of our Sanctuary this Easter.
Simply fill out and return to the church office with your donation by April 8, 2025.

Please place flowering plant(s) ($15.00 each requested donation) in our church sanctuary.
In honor of
OR
In memory of
OR
To the Glory of God

Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church

Name
Address:
Phone: or Email

Note: Plants are no longer being taken to at-home members.

Total donations in excess of the amount needed to purchase flowers will be given to the Deacons
Emergency Fund.

This gift is made to the Glory of God! The Deacons wish to recognize your generosity, thank you.
All gifts and memorials will be acknowledged in the Easter bulletin.

Contact Sue Van Duyn at 319-338-4132 for more information.
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First Presbyterian Church Public Office Hours:
2701 Rochester Ave. 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Monday—Thursday
Iowa City’ lowa 52245 except holidays or when announced

6 p.m.
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

10 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 17

Holy Saturday, April 19

9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Celebration of the Resurrection with Holy Communion

Ph 319-351-2660

www.firstpresiowacity.org

June 14, 2025, A Kindness Activity with —

Congregational Health and Houses into ki(@ff?,??

Homes - Z{

Please consider volunteering to help move household items % & ﬁfﬂg‘
with Houses into Homes. This is a great volunteer activity for £ g 2 - b
families and individuals from junior high to adulthood. First \& i
Presbyterian Church will load a moving van and help needy '
families in our community to make their house into a real
home. Last September, we helped set up six homes with 20 of our FPC friends and
members. Please contact Sue Van Duyn (319-338-4132) or Tammy Schroeder with
any questions. We would love to have you join us in this worthy cause!

‘ i ] Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13
, 9 am. Breakfast for All
9:30 a.m. Christian Education
10:30 a.m.  Worship with Palm Processional

Soup & Celebration of the Last Supper
Tenebrae Service

Celebration of Light, Word, Water, and Holy Communion
Reception of New Members & Confirmands

FPC Family Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt

First Presbyterian Church Staff

PASTOR DIRECTOR OF MuUSIC ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Nathan Willard Katelyn Peterson Tammy Foster
natban.Wi]]ard@ﬁrstpresiowacity. org katelyn. peterson@ﬁrstpresmu acity.org tammy. foster@ﬁrstpreswwacn)/ org
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING
Anna Sheetz Tammy Schroeder Krista Livingston
anna.Sheetz@ﬁrstpresiowacit)/. org tammy. schroeder@ﬁrstpreswwaaty org fmance@ﬁrstpreszowacrty org
CONGREGATIONAL ACCOMPANIST SEXTON

Gerald Hill

Amy Cerniglia

gerald.hill @ﬁ'rstpresiowaci ty.org



