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Support the Pentecost Offering 

The Pentecost Offering is the third of four Presbyterian 
Church (USA) annual special offerings.  

At Pentecost, we celebrate that God offers more than we 
can plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering connect with 
God’s hope and future, supporting ministries with children, 
youth and young adults by building a life of faith.  

[The next Presbyterian Youth Triennium will feature  
a Matthew 25 framework] 

Through the Young Adult Volunteer program, Presbyterian 
Youth and Triennium, the “Educate a Child, Transform the 
World” initiative, as well as local FPC-supported agencies 
such as United Action for Youth, we join in ministries that 
connect young people with one another and with caring 
communities. We pray that this helps them shape a life and 
a future beyond even the one we could plan. 

Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or 
support programs for young people in their communities. 
The remaining 60% is remitted to the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency, for use with the programs noted above. 

Donations accepted though Pentecost Sunday, 
June 5, can be given via our website at https://
firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ or by check 
payable to First Presbyterian Church, with 
Pentecost Offering in the memo line. Please give 
generously in supporting our young people at 
both local and national levels. 

Be a special part of  

worship music this summer! 

All singers, instrumentalists, pianists, individuals, and small 
groups are welcome to be part of our musical forces in 
worship this summer. Whether you have a piece in mind or 
just a glimmer of an idea, come add to the song. 

To sign up or for questions, contact Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org.  

All-ages Summer Choir 

This summer, a pick-up choir will gather 
twice to offer music in worship. All are 
welcome to sing, including kids. We'll 
gather for a brief rehearsal on a Sunday 
morning then sing in worship the following 
week. This is a great way to participate in a 
choir and make music together in a low-
stakes environment. 

Sunday, June 19, 9:30 a.m. — All-ages Summer Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, June 26 — Sing in worship 

Sunday, July 31, 9:30 a.m. — All-ages Summer Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, August 7 — Sing in worship 

Questions? Contact Melissa Moll at melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org. 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
mailto:melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org
mailto:melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org


Page 2 First Presbyterian Church May 15—June 15, 2022 

gifts of God’s diverse 
people. We deplore 
any sort of personal 
attack on Anna or her 
family and we lift her 
up in her faith to 
stand strong with 
people who the church 
has so often hurt in the past. We are thankful for the 
many courageous members of this congregation who 
won’t stand for injustice among us and we yearn for a day 
when the love that Jesus modeled for us in his life on 
earth will be the love proclaimed and demonstrated by 
all. 

Statement of Support from Session 

Last month, Director of Christian Education Anna Sheetz followed her sermon with a prayer that spoke to what 
we at FPC, and the PC(USA) hold to be true, that God loves and upholds all people regardless of their sexual 
orientation. Anna’s prayer was picked up by an extremely conservative group in another region of the country 
who although are our siblings in faith, proceeded to send Anna and the 
church staff hateful messages that questioned our existence as a church 
and our love of God. As a result, our church’s Session has heartily approved 
the following statement in support of Anna and all that we at FPC and PC
(USA) believe to be true.   

The PC(USA) fully supports welcoming and 
accepting people of all gender identities and 
sexual orientations and affirms their right to live 
free from discrimination in any arena and it states 
the church will welcome, lift up, and fight for the 
human rights of all people created in the eyes of 
God. To that end, we the Session of First 
Presbyterian Church, emphatically state our 
support of Anna Sheetz, Minister of Equipping 
Programs, and the prayer she offered during the 
April 3, 2022 church service. Anna’s prayer 
explicitly offered support for people of all gender 
identities and sexualities in recognition of 
International Transgender Day of Visibility. We 
affirm that it is right for us as a congregation to 
do this so that we may continue to celebrate the 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (“PNC”) has received 
multiple Personal Information Forms (“PIFs”) from pastors 
referred to us through the General Assembly matching process 
and from pastors who have self-referred. After reviewing 
multiple PIFs, viewing websites of Churches currently being 
served by the potential pastors and listening to multiple 
sermons, the PNC has identified several candidates who 
appear suitable for our congregation and we will be conducting 
initial interviews online via Zoom in the next two weeks. There 
will be follow-up conversations conducted after these initial 
interviews to narrow the field of potential pastors. We are 
encouraged by the field of candidates. However, it will take some time to determine if a good match for our 
congregation is among them and whether the pastors who interest us are also interested in leading our 
congregation. If our next pastor is not among those we have identified, the PNC will request another batch of 
potential matches from the General Assembly and continue to accept additional self-referrals.  

Please keep the PNC and the candidates in your prayers, such that the discernment of both, and ultimately the 
congregation, will find God’s will in calling all concerned to the covenant relationship intended by God. 

To learn more about the Presbyterian process of searching for and calling a pastor, follow this link to the General 
Assembly’s manual, On Calling a Pastor: https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/clc/pdfs/
the_revised_on_calling_a_pastor_manual_march_2015.pdf. 

The Latest from the PNC 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/clc/pdfs/the_revised_on_calling_a_pastor_manual_march_2015.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/clc/pdfs/the_revised_on_calling_a_pastor_manual_march_2015.pdf
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The session met February 15, 2022 on Zoom. Nancy 
Gardner, acting administrator of FPC, called the 
meeting to order. Elder Cathe Franz led with devotions 
and prayer. 

Session welcomed John Clark who shared the idea of 
“The Power of One” and suggested Session might want 
to use this as an FPC fundraising project. A brief 
discussion followed, and a motion was approved to 
table “The Power of One” discussion until Fall 2022. 

Resuming in-person Session meetings was discussed 
and it was moved and approved that Session meetings 
will move to hybrid beginning with the May 17, 2022 
meeting. 

A motion from the Afghan Refugee Taskforce stated 
that, given that refugees from multiple countries are 
being resettled in Iowa, it is requested that Session 
rename the Afghan Taskforce the “FPC Refugee 
Taskforce.” The motion was approved. 

The following practices of moving into Phase IV were 
approved by Session via an email vote: Masks will no 
longer be required during worship or elsewhere in the 
building. Fellowship after worship may include coffee 
and snacks. Communion will be conducted using 
intinction. Pre-packaged communion sets will still be 
available. 

The Stewardship committee asked that each FPC 

committee take 
photos of their 
activities during 
the year and 
submit them to 
Bill Oglesby, 
Stewardship committee member. Committees are also 
asked to submit a line-item budget along with narration 
detailing their actions during the current year and plans 
for 2023 to Elder Bill Follows by August 26. Photos, 
budgets, and narratives will be published in a booklet 
for the fall stewardship campaign.  

Eileen Gieswein died March 13, 2022. A service was 
held at Zion Lutheran in Iowa City (her son’s home 
church). 

Vasu and Barb Nair (members from 1984-2004; both 
Elders) requested a niche in the Columbarium. Per 
Columbarium Policy, former members are eligible. They 
currently reside in Athens, GA. 

Emily Sheetz, daughter of Anna and Layne Sheetz, was 
baptized on April 10, 2022 by Rev. Loretta Ross. 

Confirmands Anja Miller and Liz Degner were 
welcomed into membership to FPC on April 12, 2022. 

The closing prayer was offered by Doris Preucil. 

Session Meeting Highlights of March 2022 
Submitted by Nancy Weber, Interim Clerk of Session 

  
 

Year to Date (Jan.-April) 
 

Last Year (Jan.–April) 

Income $141,350.83 $ 184,997.97 

Expense $159,259.90 $197,355.26 

Total +/-  –$  17,909.07   –$  12,357.29 

Income / Expense Update — April 2022 
Co-Moderators of Finance, Leann Graves and Nancy Gardner 

Finding Meaning in Grief 

By Maeleen Thorius 

The Congregational Health Ministry is sponsoring our annual grief support group 
beginning in June. This is not a therapy group but rather a group of people supporting 
each other through the grief process. There are many different kinds of grief. You may 
have lost a loved one, suffered any number of losses through the pandemic or have had 
a change in your health and lost independence. You may be anticipating a loss or have 
lost an important relationship. If you are grieving, feeling alone, perhaps misunderstood 
or “not heard,” we invite you to join us in supporting each other. The group will be 
facilitated by Maeleen Thorius, retired psychiatric nurse practitioner and other “guest” 
facilitators sharing their stories. Please let Maeleen know if you are interested in this 
group by May 15. (Maeleen 319-541-3161). Meeting times and places will be 
accommodated to group needs.  
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2022 Communion Dates: 
 

Dates are subject to change. 

Communion is being served by intinction 
with individual communion packets 
available.    

May 15 5th Sunday of Easter 

June 5 Pentecost Sunday   

July 10 5th Sunday after Pentecost  

August 14 10th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 11 14th Sunday after Pentecost  

October 2 World Communion   

November 20 Reign of Christ    

December 11 Advent III  

A note from Leah Bergman, Director of 

Liturgy, Music, and the Arts 

As you may have noticed, my husband, Gunnar, and I are 
expecting our first baby due in early June. We are 
overjoyed at this new step for our family and look forward 
to the baby becoming a part of the First Pres family when 
it arrives! I am anticipating being on maternity leave from 
early June to the end of August. During this time, members 
of the Worship and 
Arts Ministry, the rest 
of FPC staff, and many 
faithful church leaders 
will be stepping up to 
lead worship and 
music. Thank you in 
advance to everyone 
who will be helping to 
keep things going in 
my absence!  

May 22 is that last day for regularly meeting music 
ensembles to lead in worship. Thank you to all who have 
made worship possible since beginning in-person worship 
in November! Many of you stepped up to be liturgists and 
readers, sing in small choir groups, play handbells, usher, 
run sound, make announcements, lock up the church after 
worship, and more! Thank you for being the Church! 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the church has a labyrinth and meditation 
garden located at the bottom of the parking lot? 

You might consider making a ritual of visiting and walking the 
labyrinth this summer. If you live close by, make it your mid-
week devotion. Or, in the absence of pre-worship activities this 
summer, come early on a Sunday and ready yourself for 
worship by walking the labyrinth. 

Not sure what to do? 

How to Walk a Labyrinth 
1. Enter the space slowly, calming and clearing your mind.  

2. You may choose to use a repeated prayer, mantra or 
chant. 

3. Open your senses and focus on the process of taking slow 
and deliberate steps.  

4. Bring to mind a prayer or spiritual question to contemplate 
during the walk to the center. 

5. Upon reaching the center, pause to reflect, pray, listen for 
an answer or for deeper revelation.  

6. Now begin the return journey.  

7. Pray or reflect further.  

8. Upon exiting, use further reflection, prayer, or journaling to 
absorb the experience. 

The Five Finger Prayer 
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First’s FamilyFirst’s FamilyFirst’s Family    
  

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by June 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

5/30 Brenda Bradley 
5/31 Ann Feddersen 
5/31 Guerin Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 15-31 
5/16 Faraja Bigaba 
5/21 Leticia Mahinga 
5/22 Jim Claypool 
5/23 Nancy Gardner 
5/25 Ila Howe 
5/25 Aziza Bigaba 
5/26 Kathy Follows 
5/26 Ann Robinson 
5/27 Chris Miller 
5/27 Brian Morris 
5/30 Jane Cranston 

June 1-17 
6/3 Karen Hurt 
6/3 Amy Fletcher 
6/6 Rebecca Bigaba 
6/8 Jennifer Adams 
6/9 Arielle Soemadi 
6/11 LeeAnn Koch 
6/12 Paul Maxwell 
6/12 Don Ross 
6/13 Randy Howe 
6/16 Lara Marsh 
6/16 Marta Muilenburg 
6/16 Jocelen Hamilton 
6/17 Warren Jensen 

 Pete Van Gerpen 

Correction to the 
announcement of 
the birth of Miles 
Stanley Zajicek 
the great-grandson 
of Gloria Zajicek and the grandson of John 
Zajicek. The family lives in Newbury, Berkshire, 
United Kingdom. 

In a Stew about Stewardship 

By Bill Oglesby 

It seems like many of our conversations 
these days are about the COVID-19 
dilemma. Not only has COVID been a 
major health concern, but it has affected 
our travel plans, our family get-togethers, 
our trips to the grocery store, our turnout 
at athletic contests, and even our 
attendance at church. 

For many of us, COVID has also affected 
the way in which we prioritize the 
spending of our money. Indeed, there are 
certain things that we must always take 
care of—our rent or mortgage, our taxes, 
our utilities, our groceries, etc.  

May I suggest that another very important 
obligation is our financial support of FPC. 
Our Church must meet its financial 
obligations in the same way that FPC 
families meet their obligations.  

Just as FPC families depend upon a stream 
of personal income through wages and 
salaries, our Church depends on a stream 
of income through members’ giving. But 
that giving likewise needs to be a steady 
stream.  

An easy way to insure that the Church is adequately funded is for its 
members to commit to a systematic plan of giving:  

1. FPC has such a system available on its website, https://
firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/#1559695914677-
01bb728e-92fd.  

2. FPC also has on its staff a Manager of Finance & Purchasing, 
Krista Livingston, finance@firstpresiowacity.org with whom a 
program of systematic giving can be devised.   

3. A member can also work out a plan with their bank or their 
Charitable Endowment to make periodic contributions to FPC.  

Any one of these three plans can provide a robust and painless way 
to make steady, year-long contributions to FPC! 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/#1559695914677-01bb728e-92fd
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/#1559695914677-01bb728e-92fd
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/#1559695914677-01bb728e-92fd
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I Wonder …  
Vacation Bible eXperience 2022 

Friday, August 5, 4–7 p.m. with dinner 

Saturday, August 6, 9–4 p.m. with lunch and snacks 

Sunday, August 7, 12–4 p.m. with lunch 

At FPC, we love that our kids are naturally curious! And we know that when you’re curious about who God is that 
it’s easy to grow your relationship with Jesus. That’s why, in this 3-day VBX, we’re going to engage kids’ 
imaginations! Kids will not only get curious about science, technology, engineering, and mathematics — but also 
about the God who created it all! They’ll hear from early church leaders like Paul, Peter, John, and Timothy, who 
helped the first Jesus-followers wonder what made their stories unique, what gifts God gave them (and how 
they could use those gifts to serve), what they could learn from others, and how they could spend time with 
God. 

This is an inter-generational event for the whole church! Whether you’re an  

adult who wants to volunteer, a child who wants to play, or and adult who wants  

to learn—it’s all here for you! 

Sign up in Ryerson Hall by the Equipping Ministry Board. 

 
Monday,  
June 27 

 
Monday,  
July 18 

 
Monday,  
August 8 

 

Each of these trips is$45 per 
participant. Each day, we’ll be 

leaving at 9 a.m. and return time will 
be communicated that day. Anna 
must have updated medical forms 

for all students.  
If an adult chaperones a trip, they 
will receive a 50% ticket discount.  

If an adult drives and chaperones a 
trip, their ticket will be free. 

 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE INVITED 

*Participants in 7th grade or younger must have a  
parent, guardian, or responsible adult.  

 

The Youth Group tradition continues 
when VBX hosts the “Beginning of the 

Youth Group Year” Lock-In!  

Students going into 7th grade to 
graduating seniors are invited to a 

Youth VBX Lock-In.  

Thursday, August 4, 5 p.m.  
through VBX on Friday p.m.  

*Students must have an updated 
medical form. RSVP to Anna by 

Wednesday, July 20 

 

Students completing 9-12th grade this May 
are invited to join Anna for summer get-
togethers. Save these dates and check back 
in the next newsletter for more information: 

Wednesday, June 15 Wednesday, June 29 

Wednesday, July 20 Wednesday, July 27 

Families of Graduating Seniors–
we want to celebrate our seniors 
by sharing their next steps in the 
next Newsletter! 
[ 

Please send a picture and a short biography  
of next steps to Anna at 

Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org  
by Sunday, May 22 
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A New Jeremiah Justice Initiative  

Cycle is Starting! 

This Summers’ book will be announced 
in next months s newsletter. The 
summer cycle of JJI begins June 26 and 
will continue for 8 weeks. Contact 
Layne Sheetz at 
Layne.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org for 
more information! 

You’re almost there!  
GO GROW  

GROUPERS GO!  
Join us for a  

GG Graduation Party 
after worship on 

Sunday, May 22! We’ll 
have ice cream and 

celebrate because it will 
be sooo sweet! 

The Difficult Words of Jesus Book Study 

  Summer 2022 

Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how 
to follow the Torah, God’s Word; he told 
them parables to help them discern questions 
of ethics and of human nature; he offered 
them beatitudes for comfort and 
encouragement. But sometimes Jesus spoke 
words that followers then and now have 
found difficult. He instructs disciples to hate 
members of their own family (Luke 14:26), to 
act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), 
and to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He 
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation 
(Matthew 8:12); he calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44).  

In The Difficult Words of Jesus, New Testament scholar and 
Jewish leader Amy-Jill Levine shows how these difficult teachings 
would have sounded to the people who first heard them, how 
they have been understood over time, and how we might 
interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and 
reconciliation. 

If you are interested in participating in this study, there are two 
options for this 6-week study:  

June 16–July 21 Thursdays, 6–7:30 p.m. 
July 13–August 17 Wednesdays, 10–11:30 a.m. 

Sing up in Ryerson Hall or email Anna at 
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org to sign up today!  

The Biggest Game Yet ... 

End of Youth Group Year Celebration 
May 22, 4:30–7 p.m.  

4th–12th Graders and their families are invited to 
join in for the End of the Year Game! We’ll play 
The Biggest Game Yet from 4:30–6 p.m. 
and then have a Potluck dinner from 6–7 p.m. 

*7th–12th Grade Youth Group will meet from 7–8 
p.m. to discuss The Voyager of the Dawn Treader  

Help FPC send off 
our Graduating 

Seniors! 
May 15–June 26 

Go to the Pastor’s Place in 
the lower level (marked 
with Senior Send Off) and follow the instructions you’ll find in 
the room.  

Equipping Ministry hopes to make this an incredible and 
heartfelt gift for our many graduating seniors!  

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues this 
summer! Meet each week from  
9:15–10:15 a.m. in Ryerson Hall!  
*There will be no Sunday School  

on Sunday, May 29* 

Here are some hints about what’s 

coming up in Fall 2022!  
 

 4th–6th Youth Group, Junior High 
Youth Group and Confirmation meets 
on Sunday nights—beginning Sept. 11. 

 Senior High Youth Group meets 
Wednesdays from 7:30–9 p.m. 

 Dodekah Ministry starts a new group!  
 Grow Groups—Old Testament!  
 Pumpkins are coming back!  
 More fun, more faith, more food :) 
For more information, check out next 
month’s newsletter or email Anna at 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org!  
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Jeanie Wade-Nagle met with members of the childcare center  

Remember Builders & Backers? Here’s an Update! 
 

FPC Members Lara Marsh, Jeanie Wade-Nagle,  
and Nancy Gardner report on their journey to 
address access to quality childcare. 

Several months ago, it was announced that we had been 
selected to join a national entrepreneurial program 
known as Builders & Backers. The intent of the program 
was to train and support individuals who wanted to 
address a need in their community. Our challenge to be 
addressed in Iowa City? How to make quality childcare 
accessible to parents who seek employment. The 
following is an update on what our team has been up to. 

We were one of ten teams (Builders) addressing various challenges 
in the Iowa City area. Other sites across the country were hosted in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma City, and Oxford, MS. Over the last four months, 
teams met each Thursday via Zoom with various coaches known as 
Builders in Residence. Training sessions provided guidance in 
defining the problem statement, understanding the Builder’s Loop, 
conducting research, and testing hypotheses. Our research of area 
childcare centers indicated that retention of staff was a primary 
concern. It was felt that maintaining staff would allow childcare 
centers to remain open and ensure consistency of staff working with 
infants and young children. With this information, we narrowed the 
focus of our hypothesis and posed the following question: Will 

Jeanie Wade-Nagle met with members of the childcare center  
Board of Directors to present the idea for testing our hypothesis 
regarding childcare center wages and staff retention. 

It’s easy as 1, 2, 3 
1. Go to Facebook.com 

2. Search for First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City 

3. Click  

childcare centers increase staff retention 
when staff members are paid higher 
wages?  

We next set out to test our hypothesis in 
partnership with a local childcare center. 
Using funds provided by the Builders & 
Backers organization, we are paying a 
considerable increase in the employees’ 
hourly wages over the next four weeks. 
What changes in living circumstances will 
this increase in wages make? What 
opportunities will now become 
available? How would employees be 
affected if these changes could 
continue? A process of data analysis will 
help us quantify the responses to these 
questions.  

Where will we go from there? Our data 
will direct our next steps. Research and 
conversations with others seeking to 
address the challenges faced by 
childcare providers indicate this is a 
concern that affects everyone. With data 
from this experiment, we hope to have 
the hard facts that will shape a more 
equitable childcare system for all. Stay 
tuned to see our data results and learn 
about the next stage of our journey! 
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Answers: A. 2, B. 1, C. 4, D. 3  

Many people travel for leisure during the summer. In Bible 
days, travel was most often done out of necessity. Scripture 

records many notable journeys.  

Match the people in the left-hand column with their correct travels in the right-
hand column.  

A. Abraham and Sarah  
B. Mary, Jesus’ mother  
C. Joseph, Mary and Jesus  
D. Apostle Paul  

1. Traveled to visit cousin Elizabeth  
2. Traveled from Haran to the land of Canaan  
3. Took missionary journeys to Turkey, 
4. Traveled to Egypt to flee from King Herod  

Bible Quiz 

Our FPC Vision Statement: Seeking the realm 
of God. 

Our FPC Mission Statement: Empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, to share the Word of God 
through Jesus Christ and to live lives of justice, 
mercy, and faith. 

Take a look at these wonderful statements. 
They each beautifully state the purpose that 
binds us all together. But also notice that like 
every other church vision or mission 
statement, there is one thing that is not 
mentioned: an expiration date. And why would 
there be? The church is of God and of eternity. 
In other words, we expect our church to be 
here long after our brief time on earth is over. 
However, our giving programs are primarily 
focused solely on the here and now, not on 
tomorrow. Think for a moment about the 
people who preceded you in our church. If not 
for their vision and commitment to the future, 
our church might not be as strong today as it 
is. Now think for a moment about the people 
who will come after you. What will we do in 
the current generation to ensure that FPC will 
be here for future generations of Christian 
disciples and disciple-makers?  

Serving Our Timeless Mission 

One response is our endowment and planned giving program. 
With our endowment and planned giving program, FPC sends 
the optimistic message that we will be here tomorrow:  

 to reach new disciples.  

 to encourage those disciples to put their gifts to work.  

 to put God’s love into action.  

 to do our part to heal a hurting world.  

Since its founding in 1840, the First Presbyterian Church of Iowa 
City (FPC) has grown in its Christian ministry through the 
commitment and vision of generous donors. Many have chosen 
to continue their stewardship by strengthening the Church 
through bequests and other estate plans and gifts for 
permanent endowment. 

We do hope you will consider giving to our endowment, as your 
gift can bring Christ’s ministry to many future generations. Be 
sure to include the church in your will. There are also many 
other ways you can support the ongoing work of the FPC 
endowment. Bob and Millie Youngquist would love to visit with 
you and share their joyous thoughts about giving.  

Donors should seek the counsel of professional advisors for legal, 
accounting, investment, and other professional advice. 

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will 
be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25  
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Our FPC Youth Group Shares Their Thoughts on Climate Change 

I think that climate change is bad. The reasons 
why I think climate change is bad is because 
it’s destroying the atmosphere which we 
breathe. We can stop climate change by 
stopping the cutting down of forests and 
instead plant trees. We need to defund the 
organizations that are causing climate change. 
We can also switch from burning fossil fuels to 
using clean energy like windmills, solar panels, 
and hydro dams. Just think of the possibilities. 
We have really smart scientists who are 
working day after day trying to make a 
solution to climate change.  
Soren Miller, age 12 

The world is ending in many ways, one way is 
climate change. We can still stop it if we try. 
We can’t just sit back and think the world will 
fix itself. We have to at least try to fix it.  
Finn Leckband, age, 10 

I think that climate change and pollution is 
going to get worse the longer we wait. We can 
make many changes such as burning less fossil 
fuels, cutting down less trees, planting more 
trees, and eventually start using environmentally 
friendly cars. I think we should take these actions so 
the generations to come have the privileges that we 
have and so that humans don’t become extinct. I 
think doing all these things will make the world 
better.  
Thomas Morgan, age 12 

I think that if we don’t do something soon, the 
human race will become extinct. We could stop this 
by doing these three very simple things:   
1. Plant more trees  
2. Make better decisions  
3. Be mindful     :  )    
 Vivian Adams, age 12 

I think you should pay as much money as possible 
to plant trees and keep them safe, stop using fossil 
fuels so we will have more oxygen, and use natural energy for our energy.  
Graysen Molsberry, 9 ¾ 

I think that climate change is a bad thing because it is having a big impact on the world. The amount of trees that are 
being cut down is unreal. There are a lot of fossil fuels that are also messing with the earth. The best thing we can do 
is to vote against this and try to keep the trees up. I think we should try to stop climate change because temperatures 
are rising and trees are getting cut down and the air is getting more and more polluted each day.  
John Morgan, age 9 

Earth Day 2022  
By Jane Cranston 

Earth Day was celebrated at the First Presbyterian Church on April 24, 2022. Becca Morgan played guitar and sang 
songs with the children as well as offering several on her own. Perry Ross donated beautiful pansies and FPC young 
people displayed their watercolor drawings and writings. The following members of the Reconciliation Ministry were 
delighted to host the meaningful event: Jane Cranston, John Barr, Becky Ross, Ed Cranston, Susan Van Duyn, Jeanie 
Wade-Nagle, Warren Jensen, Perry Ross, Michelle Bessman, Judy Terry. 
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Monday–Friday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

Layne Sheetz 
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY, MUSIC & ARTS 
Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ADMINISTRATOR 
Nancy Gardner 
Nancy.hayes.gardner@gmail.com 
 

VIDEO PRODUCTION SPECIALIST 
Caleb Davis 
calebdavisace9@gmail.com 

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

  

ENDOWMENT & MEMORIAL 
COORDINATORS 

Bob & Millie Youngquist 
endowment@firstpresiowacity.org 

You can now use our QR code to 
easily go online and donate! Scan the 
image (at right) with your 
smartphone and you’ll land on our 
donation website page where you can 
designate your donation. Haven’t 
scanned a QR code before? No 
problem—it’s easy. There are two 
options: 

 Option 1: Open up your smartphone and pretend 
you are going to take a photo. Line up your 
phone as if you are about to take a photo of the 
QR code. You will see a pop-up button/bubble/
link that appears over the photo. Tap on that 
with your finger.  

 Option 2: Download a “QR code reader” app 
from Google Play or the App Store to your 
smartphone. Any QR code reader app should 
work and it should be free. Once you have it 
downloaded to your smartphone, open it. 
Position the viewfinder over the QR code.  

That’s it! With either option, you’ll be redirected to 
the giving page on the website and can follow the 
prompts from there. Let us know what you think! 

 

New Emergency 

First Aid Kit 

Congregational Health 
Ministry is happy to 
announce the purchase of 
an Emergency First Aid 
kit. This kit is centrally 
located in the Narthex on 
top of the AED cabinet. 

Don’t know where the 
AED cabinet is? Take a 
few moments to find it. It 
could mean the difference 
between life and death.  


