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Dear Church,

This Sunday is Pentecost, when we celebrate the
birthday of the church by remembering all the events of
Acts 2. Those events start with the Jewish festival of
weeks, Shavuot. Shavuot comes 50 days after the first
day of Passover, and celebrates both the early wheat
harvest and the giving of the Torah to Israel. In Greek,
taking guidance from the 50 days, they sometimes called
it Pentecost. As a pilgrimage festival, Shavuot brought
Jesus's followers along with pilgrims from around the 1st
century Jewish world to Jerusalem. And that’s
important! Because it meant that there were people
from all kinds of different places, speaking all kinds of
different languages, gathered in one place! So when the
Holy Spirit came upon the early Christ-followers, it came
to enable them to share their stories with a microcosm
of the whole world. Empowered by the work they did
among these people from different regions, the disciples
went out to the whole world and built what we now
think of as the church universal. They needed the gifts of
the Spirit, of language and of discernment, to
understand what different people needed and how to
tell the story to them.

Over the past year, we’ve worked in FPC to begin that
same work of discernment and listening to what both
the members of the church and the broader community
need. We’'ve been intentional about bringing different
levels of challenge and comfort to the music program,
incorporating choir anthems written by women and
people of color, returning to expanded instruction of our
youth, and encouraging people with different musical
gifts to share them.

In Christian Education, we’ve tried to balance the needs
of adults to be both leaders and followers with the
children’s classes that need teaching, and expanded
adult offerings. We’ve experimented with different
youth group models and worked within our own
constraints to meet the needs of families. Along the way,
we became aware that our youth protection policy
needed to be updated, and convened a working group
including social workers, lawyers, teachers, and policy
wordsmiths to do so.

In Session, we took stock of where we were as a church
and began to think about the direction the church
needed to go in 2024. We set goals that included
increasing accessibility, becoming more invitational,

further opening the church
building to the community, and
enabling greater outreach into
the world.

All of this work began when the
Holy Spirit touched all of the
members of the early church in
Jerusalem, and it continues in
each one of you. As you see what
people are doing in the church,
or wonder how you can further
your own faith development,
come and talk to me, talk to
Anna, talk to Kyle, and let us know that you have gifts
you want to share. We may give you space to pursue
them, we may see opportunities to refine them that you
didn’t know about, or we may be able to tell you how
they fit in to things the church is always doing. But we all
know that you do have gifts, and want to help you
develop them just as the early church supported one
another in developing theirs.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Nathan
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Sunday, May 19 is the end of the Christian
Education Year. Let’s celebrate what a year it
has been!

From 9:30-10:15 a.m. Join us in Ryerson Hall as
we play games, eat a delicious breakfast, and
talk about what we learned this year in
Christian Education.

Later, from 4-5:30 p.m. kids of all ages are
invited to join in the BIGGEST GAME YET! We'll
play, run, strategize, and more as we end the
Youth Group year with a bang!

Then, from 6-7 p.m., bring a dish to share for
our last school time potluck dinner! The highs,
the lows, and the last question of the week
until August!

EAT OUT GROUP
Join Us!

o )
AMERICAN FAVORITES, ITALIAN SPECIALTIES & BRICK OVEN PIZZA

May 23 at 6 p.m.
Hosts: Paul and Marcia Akin

Sign up sheet in the Narthex
or by calling the office at
319-351-2660.
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Stop by the Narthex table to see the
Congregational Health Ministry topic of
the month:

Men’s Heath.

Printed information
for teens to seniors.
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N\l PENTECOST

a F SPECIAL OFFERINGS
CHILDREN AT RISK « YOUTH « YOUNG ADULTS

Helping youth begin life with a solid foundation of faith.

The Pentecost Offering is the second of four Presbyterian Church (USA) annual special offerings. At Pentecost,
we celebrate that God offers more than we can plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering connect with God’s
hope and future, supporting ministries with children, youth and young adults by building a life of faith.

Helping youth achieve their God-given potential is what the e ‘ o 5.l
Pentecost Offering is all about. Not only do gifts to the Pentecost b | ¥
Offering benefit at-risk children and youth through the “Educate a |
Child, Transform the World” national initiative, but the offering
also encourages, develops and supports the church’s young
people through the Young Adult Volunteer program and the
Presbyterian Youth Triennium. Since 1998, $18 million has been
raised for ministries that benefit younger members of God’s
community.

First Presbyterian Church retains 40% of funds that we raise,
supporting programs for young people in our community such as
United Action for Youth and Dream City, and to support our youth
attending the Youth Triennium. The remaining 60% is remitted to
the Presbyterian Mission Agency for use with the programs noted
above.

Donations accepted though Pentecost Sunday, May 19, can be made via our website at https://
firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ or by check payable to First Presbyterian Church, with Pentecost Offering
in the memo line. Donation envelopes will also be available in the pew racks beginning on May 5th. Please
give generously in supporting our young people at local, national and international levels.

FPC Spring Outdoor Work Event on Saturday, May 18

Join other FPC members and friends on Saturday, May 18, at 8:30 a.m.—12
noon for our annual Spring Outdoor Work event to clean up our grounds
and mulch garden beds. Bring your own rake and garden bed tools, gloves,
etc. We will gather at the main entrance to form work groups. (The rain
date is Saturday, June 1.)

Please contact Sue Farran at: sue.farran@gmail.com or 319-325-1415 if any
questions and/or to confirm your participation.

This is always a wonderful event providing great stewardship and great
fellowship as we work together on our church grounds. We look forward to
you joining in!
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Applications are now being accepted for the /’
William B. and Sharon P. Oglesby Scholarship at r}h 'P
the University of lowa—deadline is June |.

In 2002, William and Sharon Oglesby, members of FPC, made a gift to The m ﬁ‘z

University of lowa Foundation to establish a scholarship for deserving Ul (”
students who are members of First Presbyterian Church in lowa City. The ’
Oglesbys believe in the power of education to live life joyfully and faithfully. The application form is available
in the church office and online.

Eligibility Criteria:

The applicant must be a member of First Presbyterian Church, lowa City, lowa.

The applicant must be attending The University of lowa in 2024-2025.
e The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
e Application must be made using the form available in the church office.

e The scholar(s) will be recommended by the FPC Scholarship Committee to The University of lowa
Foundation. The grant will be awarded by The University of lowa Financial Aid office.

e The application and all supportive documentation must be post-marked or delivered to the church
office (2701 Rochester Ave., lowa City, lowa 52245) no later than June 1, 2024.

All applicants, recipients and those not receiving a scholarship award, will be notified no later than the last
Friday in June. One or more scholarships will be awarded.

What: IC Pride Festival
When: June 15, 12 p.m.-10 p.m.
Where: Gorgeous Downtown lowa City

The mission at lowa City Pride is to increase positive visibility of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex and asexual/agender/aromantic
(LGBTQIAA) community of lowa City.

We do so by providing opportunities to express and celebrate diverse perspectives,
emphasizing acceptance of all individuals regardless of sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression.

For more info: https://www.iowacitypride.org
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First's Family

If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication
by July | to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

May 15-31 June 1-15
5/22  Jim Claypool 5/27 Chris Miller 6/1 Tillie Grado 6/8 Jen Adams
5/22 Weling Wu 5/27 Brian Morris 6/3 Amy Fletcher 6/12 Paul Maxwell
5/23 Nancy Gardner 5/30 Jane Cranston 6/3 Karen Hurt 6/13 Randy Howe
5/25 Ila Howe 5/30 Brenda Bradley 6/4 Alice Martin 6/15 Molly Molsberry
5/26 Kathy Follows 5/31 Ann Feddersen
5/26 Ann Robinson 5/31 Guerin Thompson

We extend our deepest sympathy:

Della Davids died April 15. Della had
been a member of FPC for 46 years.
Eleven years ago, she moved from
lowa City to Kanawha, IAto a
nursing home. She passed away at
104 years old.

Known
to have been
Hospitalized:

Gary Burnett and
Bill Preucil

CELEBRATION
3 OF &Y

LIFE

The family of Sarah Parker invites

you to a celebration of her life and
an opportunity to share memories
onJune 15 at 2:30 p.m. in Ryerson
Hall.

The family of LeeAnn Koch
invite you to a celebration of
her life and the opportunity
to share memories on June 8
at 2 p.m. in Ryerson Hall.
There will a private
internmentat 1 p.m.
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Sunday, August 4-Thursday, August 8

Psalm 56:3

VBX 2024

5:30 p.m.=8 p.m.
Dinner provided

The Christian Education Ministry team is
looking towards our next ministry year! We are
excited for what
God has in store
for us and
wondering how
you might be

involved!

We are looking for
adults to serve in
leadership roles for
Sunday School
classes, for youth groups, and on the Christian Education Ministry
Team. Please keep the ministry in your prayers, and consider
what role you can play to support FPC’s fabulous Christian
Education program. We look forward to hearing from you. .
Please connect with Anna at Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.

Best Week Ever at
Camp Stronghold June 9-14

Students currently in 5th—7th grades are invited
to join us on the BEST WEEK EVER with St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church.

Please let Anna know if your student is planning
to attend. Currently there are four students
attending from FPC.
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.
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Prayer Post

Summer is on its way, and what a
- great time to let worries melt
away and sing praises to God!
Stop by the Prayer Post and do
just that.

Pray More...Worry Less

First Presbyterian Church May 15—June 15, 2023




Greetings, FPC Family,

| have little to say but thank you for a robust program year! From reviving
Youth Choir and encouraging the young people of our church to create
ways to help lead worship; to a major Christmas collaborative effort with
FPC Marion; to a challenging and stylistic variety of music for Holy Week; to
JuBELLation tackling technically difficult pieces; to myself getting to arrange

and play preludes and postludes every week; it has been a full year, indeed! T e
And | would not have it any other way. Again, | say thank you and thanks be '™

i DIRECTOR

With summer fast approaching, we shift into a different mode of operation.

Last summer’s model of summer music was gratifying for me and, | think,  J. Kyle Coleman, Director of
for many others. We will do the same this year. | am posting summer music Music/Interim Organist
sign-up sheets on the door to the music room. Anyone and everyone is

invited to sign their name and what musical gift they would like to contribute. Include your contact info,
please, so | can discuss details with you, including dates you are available to provide music. It is so
fundamentally important that members of a church generate the means for worship, and to remember that
worship is not a performance, but a practice. It is wholly necessary and constant. Every single contribution is
the most important and the most appreciated. Thank you for your help in this, my friends.

More to come, | imagine, at a later date; but for now, all is well!

Peace be with you all,
J. Kyle Coleman

Interested in Improving Your Personal Finances?

The Stewardship committee is excited to announce that we will
be offering a Personal Financial Planning Program in September.
Be watching for a survey this summer to see how many people
would be interested. The course will be for individuals and
couples. There will be a limit to how many people can be in each
class, but future courses will be arranged if desired. Is it time to
get your personal finances in order? If so, we have just the course
for you! Look for more information soon.

PLANNING P ©
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FRIENDS of PEB

A Letter from Friends of PEB
Executive Director
Cheryl Burke

When | was living in Pakistan, people would often ask
me why | continued to stay and what motivated me to
continue to work there. | loved working with my
students and seeing them take the opportunities we
provided for them and then run with them. | must be
honest though, the thing that kept me hooked was
being on the front lines of God’s miracles. Veda Gill
often says that the story of PEB in Pakistan is a story of
miracles. | think sometimes, in our “modern” world, we
discount miracles. ‘Those were things that used to
happen, but God works differently now.” The thing s,
God is still doing some pretty incredible, miraculous
things everywhere, every day. In the PEB schools, we
see them all the time.

In 1998, the schools were a mess and there was,
literally, no money. The education levels were awful
and finding qualified teachers seemed unlikely as they
were often not paid. Only four of the ten schools were
returned, and they were nowhere close to meeting the
needs of local communities. Yet, there have been 25
new buildings built in 25 years! We are still waiting for
three schools to be given back from the government,
but there are now 26 schools in the PEB system. There
are more than 500 employees that get paid regularly,
and nearly 6,000 students. We have seen, over and
over, God removing obstacles, providing resources, and
putting the “right” people in the right places at exactly
the right time.

First Presbyterian Church

S

The miracles continue, and know that you have
been a part of God’s miraculous works. Your
prayers, your financial support, and your
encouragement are what have kept PEB going. Your
gifts provide support to 100 girls in the Pasrur
boarding house, making dreams of a better life in
Pakistan a reality.

| believe that God has a miraculous plan for these
girls and the many needs that arise regularly. The
question is, do you want to be a part of that
miracle? We need you to join hands with us in
providing education to the poorest of the poor. If
you want to do that, there are lots of ways to give.
You can donate one time or set up a monthly
donation, but please join us in making the
impossible possible for the poorest of the poor in
one of the world’s developing countries.

Thank you,

Cheryl Burke
Friends of PEB Executive Director
cheryl@friendsofpeb.org
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Save the Date:Veda to Visit August 18

We are happy to announce that Mrs. Veda Gill will be
visiting our church on August 18.

Veda is the Executive Director of the Presbyterian
Education Board (PEB) schools in Pakistan.

She will be presenting information about our school in
Pasrur, Pakistan after the service at 11:45 AM.

Veda will be talking about our scholarship students and
about the primary building at Pasrur Christian Girls School
which has been condemned.

We will have cake and snacks and a chance to connect with
our dear friend Veda.

| hope to see you then!

Jane Cranston, Friends of Pasrur

9:@‘&%‘%%%‘%‘% SRR IR RIS

% Join the FPC Book Club o
QZ We will be gathering on May 21, to discuss Satchel Paige: The Life QZ
,.é ¢ and Times of an American Legend by Larry Tyne. %ﬁ/j ;';i
;,\4 This group meets at Legacy Senior Living. D‘G );-',i
3% 3%
*‘6 NOTE we are meeting on the 3rd Tuesday this month. /) zii
9‘,& For more information, contact Mary Linn _' Sk
PR

).é ¢ imLnn@aol.com. y o
)'6

-"%9‘.%%‘n‘%‘%‘.é9‘.@‘.&%‘n‘-"%9‘.%%‘n‘9‘.%%‘n‘%‘%‘.é-"%%‘.é%‘n‘%‘.é%‘n‘9‘.%%‘n‘-"%%‘%‘.é%‘%%‘%%‘"ﬁ%‘%%‘%‘%%"%%%%’%

First Presbyterian Church

May 15—June 15, 2023


mailto:jmLnn@aol.com

May is Men’s Health Month! ogrega(/b
According to surveys, men are more likely than women to: (? ‘92.

Health
® avoid Seeing their primary care practitioner for annual check-ups

e delay seeking medical care when sick or injured "0,:9 ﬁ Te‘a

® ignore or deny mental health issues, and

e smoke and drink alcohol heavily, and engage in other risky behaviors

® neglect preventive health recommendations.

Now is the time to get informed and proactive in your health. It is never too late to start:

See a doctor for regular checkups even if you feel healthy. This is important because some diseases and health
conditions don’t have symptoms at first. Plus, seeing a doctor will give you a chance to learn more about your
health.

Here are some more things you can do to take care of your health:

Eat healthy and get active.

If you drink alcohol, drink only in moderation.

Quit smoking.

Know your family’s health history.

Get screening tests to check for health problems before you have symptoms.

LIRS RS B S IR IR o

Make sure you’re up to date on your vaccines (shots).
(US Department of Health and Human Services, Feb. 2024)

For Teens and Young Men, please visit a website just for you: https://youngmenshealthsite.org

The mission of youngmenshealthsite.org is to help young men and their caregivers improve their understanding
of health and development, as and specific diseases and conditions. We aim to empower young men around
the world to take an active role in their health and health care.

(Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine at Boston University)

For the Month of May

We are gathering donations of
menstrual hygiene items to help
support CommUnity Food Bank, as
these are not covered by many
assistance programs. ltems may be
left in Ryerson Hall.

In April we donated over 78 pounds
of soap items and other goods.
Thank you!
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Celebrating Earth Day—Green Team Style

On April 21 during the time with children, Jane
Cranston asked the children what they liked
most about being outside. Each child was excited
to get a packet of mixed flower seeds to plant.

Jane Cranston distributed seed packets as she discussed the
importance o caring for the planet.
After the service Amy Foster, Stormwater
Coordinator for Coralville’s Engineering
Department talked about the many things
Coralville has done to prevent storm water
damage. She also talked about what we can do
in our own yards to make them more
environmentally friendly. Amy told us that there =8
are grants that you may apply for from Coralville,
lowa City, North Liberty and Johnson County to
help with some of those things. LI
gy wedm‘ﬁ&w°"_”"‘ws
i 8 g
' Mana Bl el |
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If you would like to know more about our FPC
Green Team, please let us know. We would love
to talk with you and how you can be part of the
team.

Perry and Becky Ross
perryross@mac.com
beckyross@aol.com

Above: Amy Foster talks about
community efforts to prevent storm
water damage.

Left: Attendance was high as members
learned how to be environmentally-
friendly homeowners.
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First Presbyterian Church

2701 Rochester Ave.
lowa City, lowa 52245

PASTOR
Nathan Willard

nathan. Wi]]ard@ﬁrstpresiowacity. org
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Anna Sheetz
anna.sheetz@ﬁrstpresiowacity‘org
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First Presbyterian Church Staff

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/INTERIM ORGANIST

J- Kyle Coleman

kyle.coleman @Firstpresiowaci ty.org
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Tammy Schroeder

tammy. schroeder@firstpresiowacity. org
SEXTON

Gerald Hill
gerald.hill@ﬁrstpresiowacig/. org

First Presbyterian Church

Public Office Hours:

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Monday—Thursday
except holidays or when announced

Ph 319-351-2660

www.firstpresiowacity.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Tammy Foster
tamm yfoster@ﬁrstpresiowacity. org
MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING
Krista Livingston

ﬁnance @fjrstpresiowacit)/. org
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