IRST’S FAMILY

(ERTAy

i

Frre n™

\\ll[:h'é."l
([@Ne]
c <

Hyynw’

e
4
m 68

l ssue 11

Happy November, Church!

In two short weeks we will move into a new church year!

Before we get there, we've got one last feast day: Reign
of Christ (or, traditionally, Christ the King; in a world that
has gone away from monarchy, | find royal metaphors
somewhat outdated) Sunday. Christ the King was
declared by Pope Pius Xl in 1925. Since this was about
400 years after the Reformation, it may seem odd that
so many Protestant churches have decided to observe it.
The premise is simple: that, ultimately, the sovereign
over our lives is Christ, and that Christ will come again to
reign in glory.

Much as Jesus’s declaration that God, and not Caesar,
was Lord, this proclamation went against the tide of the
day. 1925 was squarely in the era of worldwide ultra-
nationalist movements, and was the third year of
Mussolini’s premiership in Italy. Against this background,
Pope Pius XI thought the world needed a reminder that
there was a future beyond the raw displays of power
and violence that ultra-nationalism often brings. During
the next twenty years, the world proved him right as
these movements spread across France, Germany, Spain,
and elsewhere. Church movements across Europe and

North America picked up the
celebration in their own ways. In
this era of resurgent global ultra-
nationalism a century later, it is
our chance to once again
remember how radical the
declaration that God, or Jesus, is
Lord really is.

Following our celebration of the ultimate Reign of Christ,
it’s time for Advent! The full calendar of activities is
elsewhere in the newsletter, but | invite you all to my
midweek midday study of Christmas Carols at 1pm on
Wednesday, December 4, 11, and 18 in Coover. We'll
read, listen, (sing?), and study some of the imagery and
history in largely well-known Christmas Carols as we get
ready for the Christmas season. My old professor, Peter
Gomes, always said that hymns were the source of all
theology a congregation would remember. So what are
these carols and songs teaching us?

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Nathan

Margaret Bonds’

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF IOWA CITY
Join Us for a Special Advent Service featuring

BALLAD OF THE
BROWN KING
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Congregational Health Ministry

Mother Theresa was often quoted as saying “Stay where you are. Find your
own Calcutta.” What she meant was live the gospel where you are. There

are sick, lonely, hungry, imprisoned and homeless people in our own city or //%ﬂ/
town. The food insecurity rate in lowa is 10 per cent. Nationally, it is 13 _

percent. Not that long ago, the Johnson County rate was 23 per cent for X / /
children on free or reduced lunches. On Sundays in lowa City, there is only @ ”%‘( .
one place where the homeless and the hungry can find a meal which is at RistFeabytestan Chisch
the Catholic Worker House. lowa City

On Sunday, December 1,the Y A Y Ry S & & cohtinuéslidkedtiahyl acts
of kindness by providing a meal to the residents of the Catholic Worker House and the homeless or
economically stressed. Using funds from our Kindness Campaign, the meal will be catered by Hy Vee. We
anticipate feeding sixty people on that day.

We need a cadre of volunteers to serve the meal and clean up afterwards. The food will be delivered at 10:30
a.m. As our other members gather for worship, we will be finding our own Calcutta.t £ S aS 22 Ay
0S |-dzRIADMY weSNBR2Z2Y || ff 2N éz2oo-oMcyoudlindt fegreatheSt S S
experience. Thank you.

The Christmas Joy Offering, December 1 through December 22

Bhrough the PC(USA)’s Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s
" perfect gift to us, with generous support of church leaders

8 among us—past, present, and future—who have pointed us to
N God.

We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church

! workers and their families who have faithfully guided and led
8 us, but who now find themselves in critical financial need. We
& honor and celebrate emerging leaders, like students in schools
and colleges equipping communities of color, who develop

| leadership skills as they pursue their education and prepare to
| bring their gifts in service to the world God loves so much.

-Preparethe Wa

al Jesus’example as a child born to be among us and lead us to
eternal life provides a pattern for us to follow as we celebrate
those who have led us in the past and will lead us into the

i future. Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we come together
THE PERFECICIRE to support past, present and future leaders, embodying God’s
perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ.

Outcomes from the 2023 Christmas Joy Offering include:

PMdM YA beflngluséd td pyovidd dritical fihancial support and grants for current and retired
Presbyterian church workers in their times of need

HT P A Y Rekefied iRadrhe supplements from the Board of Pensions

HMY A Y Rekeffidd Rodsing supplements, allowing them to stay in their homes,
assisted living, or long-term care

HMpPp 9 YSNHSY O& hdlpaddpdogleifating écondinid.hasfship due to unforeseen circumstances

a2NB (KLl Yy P ygrabaing used to broviderdudatipdiand leadership development skills at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color

Please prayerfully consider making a Christmas Joy Offering. From December 1 through December 22, go to
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/ or donate by check or cash during Sunday worship
using a Christmas Joy Offering envelope found in the pew / seat display in front of you.

Page 2 First Presbyterian Church November 15-December 15, 2024


https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/

Congregational Health Ministries: Honoring Your Wishes

2 KFG A& |y ! Rislalégd SocuméntNBAGes WbSHD on January 12 and January 26, the

that spells out who will make health care decisions for facilitators will be offering information that will assist
you if you are unable to do so yourself, and guidelines you in answering these questions, and more. There
for that person. Here are common questions that the  will be short videos, and a workbook for you to begin
team facilitators will be prepared to answer: this process. It would be helpful, but not necessary, to

What does an advance directive include? attend both sessions.

If you feel the need to begin this conversation and
plan your Advance Directive (called| 2 Y2 NA Yy 3
2 A a Kb&ate the beginning of the year, facilitators
are here to assist you!

. . P B R

What is most important to you for a good life? CIL OAfAGKE G2 NEY

I Who should you ask to be your decision-maker
(durable power of attorney for health care, or
health care agent)?

. . 5
What do you desire for your end of life care? Rhonda Barr, rhondabarr75@gmail.com,

How can you be sure that your wishes are actually 319-936-5998

2

dL T Maeleen Thorius, mthorius@southslope.net
1 How does all this information become a legal 319-541-3161

document?

Sue Van Duyn, susanvdphipps@gmail.com
1 Who should get a copy of the advance directive,  319-338-4132Jen Adams
and where should it be kept?

Jen Adams, jenbadams08@gmail.com
1 What if there are changes in your life and your 319-331-4191
advance directive needs revising?

Questions AskedéAnswers Give
~ Nancy Gardner (Moderator, Stewgd

During our current stewardship campaign, I've been asked two questions that | feel deserve to be addressed in
this newsletter. Hopefully, these responses will provide useful insight to those who have pledged for 2025,
and those who have yet to pledge.

v dzS & o Pkybw thaY “tithing” means to give back to God 10% in order to continue God’s work in the
church and in the world. If | can’t do this now, how can | work towards it in the future?

This is a tough question that | know many of us wrestle with. Like the story of the woman who gave a few
coins because that is all she had, Jesus tells us that giving to God should be important, but also challenging. |
think if we are not yet tithing, we need to ask ourselves if we are at least challenging ourselves in what we give
to God. If we’re sacrificial in our giving, the joy we receive is that much more meaningful. And, when a person
strives to tithe, just increasing a pledge by 10% each year, will eventually enable tithing to occur.

vdzSaoe 2thought Yhat the “per capita” amount ($40) that the church contributes to Presbytery for each
member would be taken out of my pledge. | didn’t know that | had to specifically state that | wanted to
contribute S$40 for this purpose. Can | amend my pledge to cover my per capita amount?

Of course! Pledges can always be amended throughout the year. If you wish to add in the per capita cost,
which most members do, please contact Krista (finance@firstpresiowacity.org), and she will be happy to help
you.

Thank you to all who have completed their pledges for 2025. Holding the stewardship campaign earlier in the
fall will enable Session to determine the church budget in time for the new year. If you have not yet returned
your pledge, your contribution can ensure the continuation of the worship, education, and service
opportunities we treasure at FPC.
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With Your Help, the 2024 Winter Clothing Distribution was a Success!

This year’s Winter Clothing Distribution, co-sponsored by the Consultation of Religious Communities of
Johnson County and the lowa City Police Department (ICPD), was held on October 13-20 at The River
Community Church, 3001 Muscatine Ave.

Clothing donations were received from 21 faith communities, six community donation boxes maintained by
the ICPD, four community agencies / organizations (including KCRG’s “Coats for Kids”), and numerous
individuals. FPC had a record number of clothing donations this year.

Volunteers came from 19 faith communities and seven community agencies / organizations. We had a
wonderful group of FPC volunteers that included: Ann Argall, Debbie Beermann, Darlene Bergman, Cari
Everhart, Kathy Follows, Pam Kautz, Tom Martin, Travis Martin, Sharon Raffensperger, Nancy Ross, Janie
Schomberg, Helen Sheets, Jeri Smith, Maeleen Thorius, Jeanie Wade-Nagel, Gisele, Greg, John and Rhonda
Barr.

SNOW
[PANT

Restocking team at the ready: Travis Martin assists a shopper.
Jeri Smith, Helen Sheets and
Darlene Bergman.

More than 400 families from our community received 1,115 coats for their children and 664 for adults. In
addition, 20 new children’s coats (size 0-2) were donated to Open Heartland. In addition to coats, family
representatives could select from a stock of hats, mittens / gloves, scarves, snow pants, sweaters / sweatshirts,
boots / shoes and socks. A small remaining inventory was distributed to various community agencies.

Your donations of quality, warm winter wear and a tremendous number of volunteer hours assured the
success of this annual community outreach endeavor.

Please Donate to Toys for Tots

Each year, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve conductsa ¢ 2 @ & F 2 NJ th ®lihsbn ahd\MBsErEtbnY
counties. New, unwrapped toys are collected and distributed as Christmas gifts to less fortunate
children in the community where the campaign is conducted. During 2023, 26,090 toys were distributed to
5,478 children in Johnson and Washington counties.

F
»
The primarygoalof ¢ 2 € &  Fs2oNdlivérZHioaigh a new toy at Christmas, a h‘{
message of hope to less fortunate youngsters that will assist them in becoming iﬁ : g
responsible, productive, patriotic citizens. Further, we strive to unite all members of

local communities in a common cause for three months each year during the annual wwm
toy collection and distribution campaign, and to contribute to better communitiesin = u

the future. n

Through December 8, there willbea ¢ 2 & &  Tddddortb@x todunwrapped toys

in Ryerson Hall, to the left just inside the entryway. Attached to this box are lists of age-appropriate toys,
and book / game suggestions for you to peruse or take. The goal is for every child to receive an age-
appropriate book or toy, and each family to receive a game to share.
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First's Family

I f you have

a news item for the Firstos

by Decemberl to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you!

November 15 830

December 1 815

11/16 David Stochl 11/24  Heather Fay 12/1 ~ Sharon Oglesby 12/12 Rick Boland
11/18  Carol Tippe 11/25  Jeff Foster 12/4  Carter Hand 12/13 Brian Kirschling
11/19 Tom Martin 11/26  George Rickey 12/5 Ella Everhart 12/14 Linda Clark
11/19 Rose Youngquist 11/26  Grace Kirschling 12/7  Sue Farran 12/14 Amy Hackman
11/19  Craig Gustaveson 11/26 Lila Macinnis-Baumert ~ 12/7 Cathe Franz 12/14 Steph Ramsey
11/21 Norvall Clemons 11/26 George Rickey 12/10 Doris Preucil 12/15 Greg Smith
11/21  Ed Cranston 11/26  Palmer Scott 12/11 Liz Degner 12/15 Jeri Smith

11/21 Barb Davis 11/29  Kathy Smith

11/22  Rhys Paulsen 11/29  Stephanie Stamp

11/24  Leann Graves

EAT OUT GROUP

1
4§Carlos
l(elly’so
1

b2@3SYoSNI Hin |

There are two ways to RSVP:

1) Sign up sheet on the 1
Narthex table
or
2) Call John and Linda Clark q

479-899-8591.

w«Y My -!l‘

Needles, Hooks and Yarn

Mark your calendar to join
this fun group at the eastside =
Panera from 9-11 a.m. on '
November 16.

For more information §
contact Tammy Schroeder at& A
351-2660. ’

l!i%@ li@

We extend our sympathy to ...

R & ] ﬁ!i

Lt I Fadilg, & friends on the
deathofwl Yy R € oh S2ptefsber 30.
A celebration of Randy’s life was held at
FPC on October 20 and led by Pastor D
Nathan.

{ It @& wHose hufb&hd& W2 Kigd>
on&eptemler¥0dHis funeral was at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
on October 11.

The family and friends of 5 2 N& & who2li& Sr\dEtober 22. A
memorial service is being planned for January 11, 2025, with more
details to come.

5t @AR £y fénigand Sdnd2 éhihkdBathof { K NR y
+ |y 5 dzadh Gctothei2MNA dervice of remembrance and
celebration of Sharon’s life was held at FPC on November 9 and led

by Pastor Nathan.

Time 7’Lor4

\

Comm

Crisis Services

Everyoneat/ 2 Y'Y ! i pasdighate about treating
those in crisis as valuable human beings./ 2 Y'Y ! y A [i
provides immediate support through our Crisis Services,
Food Bank, and Financial Support* programs.

=
(04

FPC is pleased to do our part in supporting the Food Bank
with our monthly donations. For the months of
November and December, we will be focusing on general
food items. Donations may be left in Ryerson Hall.

*Monetary donations should be given to Tammy
Schroeder; NOT left in Ryerson Hall.

First Presbyterian Church November 15—-December 15, 2024
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Thank you to so
many people who

keep the Christian
Education Ministry
e - .
running! This 2KIG Fy lta!%LbD tdzYLOAYy ¢t NIié
November, we are Did you know it was our largest Christian Education Event Ever (in Anna’s time at FPC)!
THANKFUL for you! 60 participants joined us at one time or another! Whether you came for a while, or stayed the
Especially: whole night, what a triumphant night of fun and community for all!
A < 1 ¢l !'bY ,h! SaLISOALfte G2V
M NA & eA by Graysen, Molly, Oliver and Emily who helped decorate!
9RdzOl a2y ¢Sl YY Perry, who provided all the pumpkins for the party!
Jen Adams Layne and Nathan in Improv shenanigans!
Lara Marsh Ames, Amanda, and Hope, our very own Mad Scientists!
Sarah KI K Kathy and Sarah in the Youth Room!
e E Meg and Sue in the Art Room!
Jen De La Cruz Jen, who picked up the pizzas!
Margaret Maclnnis
{ dzy Rl & [ Stronghol d Fall 1IRBetreat, NO
Jen Adams ; \1& This was the first time in Anna’s time at FPC where we’ve
Jen De La Cruz had to rent a van for a weekend retreat for 14
Nancy Gardner ¢| participants: 12 students and 2 adults. A special THANK

| YOU to Ames Molsberry, our male leader for the

Leann Graves .
weekend!

Sue Van Duyn
Heather Youngquist
Sarah Klemuk
Kathy Smith

[ 2YVUNXI o
aSyuz2Na
Alex Voss

Ames Molsberry Each student made a commitment to
Rob Ketterer a personal practice they would take

home, whether it was journaling,

praying, or expressing gratitude. They |

+| Saturday featured plenty of free time, and the “leap of
faith” activity quickly became a favorite. On Saturday
night, | had the privilege of leading a campfire worship

| service. FPC Youth expressed that they felt the presence
&5 of Jesus in moments of joy, worship, and through

| activities like “Color to Pray,” which they’re eager to

incorporate into our youth group.

Mary Helen Kennerly

Kristin Marrs also reflected on their faith and

Rick Boland identified one step forward to pursue |-

Kathy Smith once they got home.
Nancy Gardner Overall, the weekend was filled with

laughter, bonding, and spiritual
growth. | received numerous
compliments about our respectful
and engaged lowa youth, which
made me incredibly proud.

Thank you all for your continued support. This retreat was a true success, and | carn't wait to see

Page 6 First Presbyterian Church November 15—-December 15, 2024



EDUCATION

Sunday,

AM Programs
Sunday School for K-5th
Sunday Bible Study
Wired Word
Xmas Pageant Rehearsal with select characters
PM Programs
Confirmation
Dinner
High School Youth Group

Sunday,

AM Programs
Sunday School for K-5th
Sunday Bible Study

Wired Word
Xmas Pageant Rehearsal with select characters
PM Programs —————

nert LI Y o LD 9+9bc¢
We'll have all sorts of Advent activities for people of all

ages; Potluck Dinner to follow at 6 p.m.

November

Sunday,

AM Programs
Sunday School for K-5th
Sunday Bible Study

Wired Word

Confirmation
Xmas Pageant Rehearsal with ALL Characters
PM Programs

Junior High Dinner

High School Youth Group

Sunday, Decer

AM Programs
POTLUCK BREAKFAST for FPC COMMUNITY
Xmas Pageant Rehearsal with ALL Characters

/ KNARadYlra tF3aSFryd R
————— PM Programs —————
n-T LY LD 9%+9b

Caroling downtown lowa City for all Ages with our UCC
friends! Dinner to follow at 6 p.m.

Sunday,

AM Programs
9:30 a.m.
Breakfast for everyone
Intergenerational Carol Event
PM Programs
4-7 p.m. Youth Group Christmas
Youth Group Members Past and Present are invited
to join us to celebrate together.

beBunhday, Dece
Happy Winter Break!

BNTER
SREAK

nber

dzNA y 3

mb e

are around the corner.

5

anonymous or ask to be contac

or to share.

Pray

The days are shorter, the nights are longer, the temps are colder, and the holidays

It's enough to make anyone feel overwhelmed! Do you wish you could jot down
what's on your mind or heavy on your heart without having to explain it to anyone?

2 dz Sop by the Prayer Post and jot away ... and you can be completely

Located along the sidewalk on Rochester Ave., this post offers you a place to lay
those concerns aside, pick up an inspirational reminder, or grab a Bible for yourself

Mor e.

ted for a confidential personal prayer.

Worry Less

Page 7
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'YOU’RE INVITED

BIG SUNDA

A3 {dzyRFea I NB b92 (GKAA& tNRIANIY SI NJ A

5

Once a month, there will be an event for EVERYONE at First Presbyterian Church! This is a great place to bring kids of all
ages, friends of all types, and for various generations to bond through fun!

,h! INB AYy@AGSR G2 SIFIOK 2F (KSasS S@gSyda | yR
{ dzy Rl 8% Db 2mr3I®ovSoNJ {HdzysR I € = 5 SI$I0r®NI mp = { dzy Rl @ X WI ydzl NB
Advent Activities + Potluck Dinner Caroling + Potluck Dinner Talent Show + Potluck Dinner

l'a S SYUuSNI GKS ySg @SINIIFYR Y20S AydG2 2dz2NJ HnHp
{ dzy R & 3 , GNiistjadZdubhBon AM begins again; Talent Show
for All Ages, 4-7 p.m

{ dzy Rl @ = Gupdr bolizPaNyEfor AP Bges, 5-7 p.m. -
1

R & @ --------
{ dzy Rl € £ CYodth\iilirdéd Lunatg after worship to support —— —H
youth summer programming ) ol el ) Bl
{ dzy Rl & X YouthLed WassiaiZSunday A :
X

{ dzy’ R & I End df the Chwistiah Education Program Year

(JIY[Y o]

7 A

{1 @S GKS 51FGS F2NJ {dzYYSNJ HAHp

-OF p— Camp Stronghold Retreat for 6th—8th graders June 8-13, 2025

Youth Triennium in Louisville for

9th—12th graders July 27-August 1, 2025

Page 8 First Presbyterian Church November 15—-December 15, 2024



Letds see all t hose

Update or add your personal photo to the Connect app by
following the steps below. If we all do this, we can have a
photo directory located in the handy mobile Connect app.

You must be signed into Realm (onrealm.org follow
prompts) to upload the Connect app. If you need help let
Tammy Schroeder know.

December 14, 9 a.m. 6Noon

Login to the Connect app

Click the '3 dots' for more in the bottom right-hand corner
Click your initials in top left corner

Select 'My Profile'

Click your initials/+camera icon

Then upload your photo choice

Sign up to bake cookies:

9 Contact Deb Boland at
Deb.Boland@gmail.com

9 Sign up at the Narthex table
starting November 17. There
will be NO Bazaar items.

oA wWNE

§ 2 W2AY (GKS hMovemb2radat 11:30 tivdiscuss
2 The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid by Bill Bryson.
) This is a memoire about his growing up in Des Moines in the

A® A\
CS//) 50s. Meet in person in Room 14 on the lower level or via
\

100 Zoom. For more information contact Mary Linn at
JmLnn@aol.com.

e

S

. 2dz OFy dzLJRFGS @2dzNJ LINRPUES AYIlF3ASa

Happening at FPC this Advent

church - followed by Christian Ed for ALL. 10:30 a.m. Worship/ K N& & GYl a
CANEIRIE 2FSORVEFNIYM / KNR &G BISD SO@EWI 1 n
10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 5:30 p.m. Y'all Come Band

2 SRY SHRBIOSsY 6 SNI n

1:00p.m.! R@SYy (i . iithPaSor JathalzR &
{ $02 WRRI & 255 0RVEFHIVY
10:30 a.m. WorshipwithCantata¢ KS . I f t F R 2F (KS . NRgy YAy3

2 SRY SHRIOSY 6 SN mwm

1:00p.m.! RSy (i . MithPaSor QathatzR &

{ I (0 dzSBIOEY 6 SNJ mn

9:00 a.m.-Noon 35th Annual/ 221 A S 21 f

Proceeds go to lowa City Free Lunch Program.

¢ KXNRRIE 25SO0RVSEFHIYmp
10:30 a.m. Worship with Christmas Pageant
4:00 p.m. Youth Group Caroling

2 SRY SHRICSY 0 SNI My

1:00p.m.! R@SYy G . iithPaSor JathalzR &

6:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Strings

W42 e
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onrealm.org
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Saturday, October 5 was a beautiful day to
~Submitted by Temple Hiatt

FPC hosted the first Guns to Gardens event in the state of
lowa and it was quite successful on all accounts. As one
volunteer stated “As a participant, | feel so much more
empowered, instead of the helplessness that | usually feel
about gun violence.”

We had 15 guns turned in that were destroyed by chop
saws on site. These parts will be sent to RAW Tools to be
melted down and turned into garden tools and art. If you
are interested in buying items from repurposed guns parts,
these can be found at https://rawtools.org/choose-a-shop-
location (items are not specific to our local event).

Temple Hiatt and Cari Everhart would like to thank all of our |
event volunteers from FPC: John Barr, Nathan Willard,
Loretta Ross, Jen Adams, Amy Seidel, Bob Everhart, Anita
Burnett in addition to our volunteers from Moms Demand
Action. We also had a delicious lunch which was organized
by Nancy Ross and the members of Martha Circle including:
MaryEllen Stamp, Rhonda Barr, Maree Sarow, Chitoka
Webb, Barb Meier, Audrey Van Roekel, Jeanie Wade-Nagle
and Anita Burnett.

Training was provided by the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship |
in conjunction with RAW tools. Funding was provided by
FPC Reconciliation Ministries, individual donors, and a grant
from the Johnson County Interfaith Coalition. We hope to
use this event as inspiration to continue to explore the

church's role in gun violence prevention efforts.

Guns to Gardens volunteer team
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65 Pasrur Scholarships Funded
~Submitted by Jane Cranston

Bonded laborers are paid so little, they will never be out debt.

There are currently $35,846.31 in the Pasrur scholarship fund for Christian girls K—10th grade. That means that out
of the 100 girls who went to school last year, we have currently received money for 65 girls to attend the Pasrur
Christian Girls School this coming year (2025). At this time, we have not received funds to send 35 of the girls back
to school. We hope to be able to do so.

Many of the scholarship girls, who attend the Pasrur boarding school have parents who work at the brick kiln. They
are what is called “bonded laborers”. Bonded laborers (also called debt slaves) have borrowed money from their
employer. They may have needed the money for medicine, food, or some other necessity. Once they borrow the
money, they must work in the brick kiln to pay it back. Bonded laborers receive about three dollars for every
thousand bricks they make. It is very difficult to repay the loan while making so little money and supporting your
family. Every day, your employer charges you for your shelter, and food. The interest on the loan is exorbitant, and
the system of recordkeeping is corrupt. Oftentimes, members of the family are forced to work for the landlord to
help pay back the steadily growing loan. The debt will be inherited by the family members. 70% of the 3.1 million
bonded laborers in Pakistan are children, and one out of 20 children go blind before adulthood. Some families are
forced to sell their daughters to make the payments. It is a horrifying cycle.

You can imagine, how overjoyed the family would be to have their daughter receive a scholarship to go to school.
Students receive uniforms, meals, books, tuition, and lodging. The girls have opportunities their families could not
have imagined. With an education, they
can teach the rest of the family and get a
job to help get the family out of debt.
Empowering impoverished Christian girls
in a healthy environment with a good
education is truly an act of grace, a
profound act of kindness. | hope you will
consider contributing to our scholarship
fund this year.

The ripples of this generous act will echo
into the future. Be the light in the
darkness for a family in desperate need.

Contact Jane Cranston for more
information: Jane-cranston@uiowa.edu
or go to our church website under
Ministries/Pasrur Project.

Glrls at the Pasrur Christian Girls School are grateful for
their educational opportunities.
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|207V§/)<’:]1- S?ng\lsv?%é\éiS except holidays or when announced
Y Ph 318512660 www.firstpresiowacity.org

While the worship and service to God are vital to Christian
life, your safety is our priority. We ask that you make the
best decision for you and your family and do not attempt
travel during inclement weather.
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office will follow their guidelines and close, and any scheduled activities cancelled. If a delay is
announced, the office will open when schools open.

If winter weather will affect{ dzy’ RI & , &I@kN\Hl e &rhalled and posted on Facebook
offering a prayer service on Zoom led by staff.

We will advise you of cancellations by email, posting on our website and on Facebook.
Cancellations of church actives will also be posted on KCRG-TV (channel 9) and lowa News Now/
KGAN (channel 2).

Give Glory to God, recognize a loved one, and beautify our sanctuary this Christmas!

December is just around the corner, and it’s time to think about contributing to the Deacon’s flower fund for the sanctuary
to be beautified for Christmas. Each year the Deacons purchase 25 poinsettia plants for the sanctuary. This year the plants
will be placed in the sanctuary on December 14 so we can enjoy them earlier.

The Deacons invite you to make a memorial donation in remembrance or in honor of the ones you love this Christmas. Your
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The Deacons no longer deliver plants to members’ homes after the holidays due to feedback that the plants are not as fresh
after several days inside the building. For your gift to be tax deductible, members who make a gift cannot take plants home.

The names of those you wish to remember and/or honor will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
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Please place poinsettia plant(s) (515 each/plant) in our church sanctuary.
This gift is made to the Glory of God!

In honor of Make Your
OR Honorary/Memorial
G Gift Today!

In memory of
Make checks payableto: CA NE G t NBA0&@iSNAI Y / KdzNDK
Name
Address:
Phone: or Email

Questions please contact: Sue Van Duyn at susanvdphipps@gmail.com Thank you!
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