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Dear Church, 

It seems like only yesterday that we were leaving behind 
Pentecost and Trinity Sunday and heading into the long 
green expanse of Ordinary Time (as we sometimes say of 
the liturgical calendar). And yet, even while the 
temperature remains in the high 70s I find myself 
planning services for Reformation Sunday on October 27 
and All Saints’ Day on November 3.   

 We aren’t at the end of the Gregorian calendar year, or 
even the church calendar year, which concludes with 
Reign of Christ Sunday and begins with the first Sunday in 
Advent. Centering the church calendar on the human 
birth and eternal reign of Christ helps us remember that 
even when we find ourselves unable to comprehend the 
sorrow or tragedy or even just drastic change of our lives 
and the world around us, we are part of Christ’s body and 
Christ’s story. As Christ’s followers, we join the stories of 
our lives to the eternal promise that Christ’s life, death, 
resurrection, and return offers us. But I can’t help 
thinking about the border of All Saints, too.  

As Martha began to write articles for the Little Hawk she 
took the opportunity to check up on what her father was 
like in high school and discovered my old columns from 
1995-96. She reminded me that two of them were 
obituaries of sorts, one for the guidance counselor Dan 
Zioberek, and one for Chad Clark, my classmate in Norma 
Carlson’s fifth grade class. People in college who knew 
me and had the opportunity to go to what we called 
“toasting sessions” with me a few times a year began to 
expect (and sometimes dread) my recurring toast to “old 
friends who haven’t made it this far,” a reaction to the 
deaths of my friends Matt Watson and Chris Green in my 
freshman year.   

So, it is perhaps natural that I always find November to 
be a month out of time in the church year. I recognize 
Advent as the beginning of the church year and look 
forward to celebrating the unexpected and radical birth 
of Jesus, but I can’t help feeling as if the end of the year 
really happens on All Saints’ Day. The celebration of feast 
days was not a thing I experienced growing up, and if we 
had an observance in the Congregational Church 
downtown, I do not remember it. Now, I find great peace 

and hope in 
naming the 
people who have 
died in the past 
year. It’s my 
defining 
boundary I 
reference: “did 
this person die 
before or after 
the last All Saints’ Day?”   

As November 3 approaches, I encourage you to engage in 
the important work of remembrance in the church of 
Jesus Christ. Send names you would like read and 
repeated in our All Saints service to the office. Think 
about people whose presence you dearly miss. Come to 
our service. Say their name aloud, whether lighting a 
candle or sharing the communion meal that unites all of 
us in the miracle of reconciliation. Come and remember. 
Come and worship.  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nathan 

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :   

Applications are being accepted for  
Fall Endowment Grants  

 3 

Team FPC participates again in 
Alzheimer's Walk 

 4 

First’s Family, Welcome Rabab  5 

Christian Education Ministry  6–7 

Honoring Your Wishes Resumes  8 

Welcome New Members 
 Cookie Walk is Coming  

 9 

Pasrur Christian Girls School Update 10–11 
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Needles, Hooks and Yarn  

Mark your calendar to join us at the eastside Panera from 
9–11 a.m. on October 19. For more information contact 
Tammy Schroeder 351–2660. 

FPC is Serving at Free Lunch Program  
Thursday, October 17 

Join us at 1105 Gilbert Court Suite 100 

Prep work begins at 10 a.m. 

The Free Lunch Program (FLP) is one of the “quiet services” in the 
Iowa City area that strives to do one thing well: provide 
a free, filling and healthy lunch to anyone who comes to us. 
Volunteers bring a spirit of caring and compassion to the program  
as the people we serve are treated as guests. Lunch is served by 
teams of dedicated volunteers Monday through Saturday from noon 
to 1 p.m.  

Contact Carol Kirsh for more information, 
carolkirsch52@gmail.com 

Want to see Katelyn perform  

in a different context?  
 

She has a voice recital at 3:30 on October 19  
at Voxman Hall on the UI campus.  

EAT OUT GROUP! 
Do you need a night out? 

 
Thursday, October 24, 6:00 p.m. 
at the Olive Garden in Coralville. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up in the Narthex, or by calling the 
church office 319-351-2660.  
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Fall Endowment Distribution Grants  
 
The Endowment and Memorials Committee has announced a 
fall 2024 distribution of endowment earnings through a grant 
process. 

Who may request funding? The Session, the councils of the 
Church, a special Church committee or task force, ministerial or 
professional staff members, or a group, agency or charity not 
affiliated with the Church—if sponsored by any of the above. 

The “Request for Funding from Endowment Distribution” form 
may be found on the church website under the “About” link. 
Then, select “Resources” and find the form under the heading 
“Congregation Resources.” This pdf form may be filled out by 
computer or physically written upon. In either regard, it needs to be signed by the person submitting the 
application.   

The deadline for grant submission is October 24, 2024. Completed grant applications can be dropped off at the 
church office or emailed to endowment@firstpresiowacity.org. Questions can be directed to the Endowment 
and Memorials Committee moderator David VanDusseldorp by phone 319-337-5700 or email 
dvandusseldorp@gmail.com. 

It Takes a Village…Or, in This Case, a Congregation 
~ Nancy Gardner (Moderator, Stewardship Committee) 

We’ve all heard it, and it’s true, community (i.e. a village) is at the foundation of 
everything. We do not do “life” on our own. We depend on each other, or more 
accurately, we need each other to function, learn, grow, and survive.  

The same holds true for our lives at FPC. We are a community, a village of God’s 
people, worshiping and growing in our faith together. Each of us plays a critical 
part in the success of our congregation. It may be giving of our time; it may be 
sharing our talents; or it may include giving of our treasure.  

As we close out this fall’s Stewardship Campaign, my hope is that each of us has 
reflected on the part we play and what we can add to the success of the church 
in the future. If you have not submitted your pledge for 2025, there’s still time. If you’re ready to volunteer 
your time and talents, talk to Tammy, Anna, or Nathan. There is a place for you in this village, and you are 
needed!  

Join the FPC Book Club 

The next gathering will be on October 29, for a 
discussion of After Annie by Anna Quindlen.  

A hybrid option is available or meet in person 
in Room 14 on lower level or via Zoom. 

For more information, contact Mary Linn 
jmLnn@aol.com.  
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CommUnity Food Pantry is 
doing a TP Drive during the 

month of October. 
 

Roll on into Ryerson Hall with your 
donations. 

 

 

Leaves are falling, the trees are 

letting go of the old, so new can begin. 

Do you have worries that need to fall 

away? Take a moment 

to stop at the Prayer 

Post, write down your worries, deposit 

them, then walk away letting your 

worries float to the ground, like an 

autumn leaf. 
 

Located on the Rochester Ave. sidewalk 

Thank You to everyone who contributed to this year's Walk to End Alzheimer's 
 

We raised over $2,500 and had the honor of being one of the Grand Champion teams for the second year in a 
row! Along with being the 3rd highest team of the Iowa City Walk. 

NONE of this could have been done without your tremendous generosity.  

A special shout out to Team FPC 
Walkers:  
John Barr and Dolly, Tammy 
Schroeder, Rhonda Barr, Maeleen 
Thorius and Wilber and Diane 
Mattila . 
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F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y  
  

Do you have a news item for the First’s Family? Send Tammy Foster an email by  

November 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

Known  

to have been  

Hospitalized: 

 

Rachel Marsh and 
Sharon Van Dusseldorp. 

October 15-31 
10/16 Dwight Younkin 
10/17 Madeline Dehner 
10/18 Darlene Bergman 
10/22 Jeff Franz 
10/22 Bonnie Neubauer 
10/23 Gabe Nicholson 
10/23 Dan Thedens 
10/23 Audrey Van Roekel 
10/24 Kimberly Kinnaird 
10/24 Sally Staley 
10/28 Janet Walker 
10/29 Natalie Beerends 
10/30 Greg Muilenburg 
10/30 Jane Skinner 

November 1-15 
11/3 Alice Degner 
11/3 Louise Gisolfi 
11/3 Sara Schwartz 
11/3 Carol Spangler 
11/3 Jeanette Winegarden 
11/4 John Staley 
11/4 Nancy Weber 
11/4 Heather Youngquist 
11/6 Dan Katalinich 
11/7 Andreas Soemadi 
11/11 MaryEllen Stamp 
11/14 Max Jacobus 
11/15 Joel Hurt 

Welcome to Rabab Amaseab, Our New Nursery Coordinator! 
 
We are happy to introduce Rabab Amaseab as the new coordinator of our church 
nursery. Rabab comes to this position highly qualified as a doctor in family practice, 
having worked in both Sudan and Saudi Arabia before coming to the United States in 
2021. She has lived in Georgia and Virginia before calling Iowa City home. Rabab is 
both excited and anxious to experience her first Iowa winter and says her friends 
have warned her about the cold and snow. Her fondness for children led to her 
interest in this position and she is enjoying it immensely. Please welcome Rabab and 
introduce yourself when you see her! 

We extend our sympathy to 
 

• Ila Howe, the family, and friends of Randy, who died on 
September 17. The service for Randy will be at 1 p.m. on 
October 27 here at FPC and led by Pastor Nathan.  

• Sally Staley and family on the death of John on 
September 30. The service of remembrance was held at 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church on October 11.  
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September Celebrations  
Programming Kicked Off!  

This September 8, 2024, the Christian Education Ministry and many 
volunteers launched the program year! Looking ahead, there are :two 
Sunday School classes, two Sunday classes for 7th graders–Adults, 
two youth groups, and a Confirmation class with eight students 
offered in the 2024–2025 school year. Whew what a year ahead! 
Thank you to all of the adults who have given their Time and Talents 
to support the children, youth, and adults of the church!  
 

Our First BIG SUNDAY Event at Wilson’s Apple Orchard!  

With 27 participants that joined us, what a time we had. Thank you to 
those who drove others to and from the orchard. Thank you to First 
Presbyterian Church for supporting such an endeavor.  

THANK YOU to the Christian Education Ministry, the Endowment and 
Memorials Committee, and the Ture Financial Freedom Class for 
providing dinners for the Sunday Dinner Togethers in September!  

October 
O

ctober 20 
9 a.m. Breakfast Together 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School Breakout 

      Sunday Schools, Wired Word, Bible Study 

5 p.m. Confirmation with Pastor Nathan 

6 p.m. Dinner Together 

7 p.m. High School Youth Group 

O
ctober 27 

9 a.m. Breakfast Together 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School Breakout 

     Confirmation, Sunday Schools, Wired Word, Bible Study 

4–7 p.m. Pumpkin Party for ALL AGES!  
Come in costume, eat pizza, and explore all that the church  
has to offer; each room is a new surprise! 
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Annual Pumpkin Party  
Sunday, October 27 

4–7 p.m. 
 

It’s our Annual 
Pumpkin Party! 
Wear your costume 
and explore the 
church, where every 
room has a surprise! 
Adults—What do 
you like to do? 
Would you like to 
host a room? Let 
Anna know! 

It’s that time to 
start thinking 
about the 
Christmas 
Pageant! Save 
these dates as 
more details are 
to come! 

Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 15  

Youth Group first looks; November 10  

Practices for all Students,  
lunch after church provided:  
 November 17 & 24,  
 December 1 & 8 from 11:30–1 p.m.  

 AND Wednesday, December 11 from 5–7, (dinner 
provided)  

November 

Fall Retreat for 6th–12th Graders 

Friday, November 1- Sunday, November 3 
Leaders: Anna and Ames 

Permission slips due October 27, 2024 

N
ovem

ber 3 

9 a.m. Breakfast Together 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School Breakout 

      Sunday Schools, Wired Word, Bible Study 

No Youth Group Programming; Rest and Recovery from the Retreat!  

N
ovem

ber 10 

9 a.m. Breakfast Together 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School Breakout 

      Confirmation, Sunday Schools, Wired Word, Bible Study 

5 p.m. Junior High Youth Group 

6 p.m. Dinner Together 

7 p.m. High School Youth Group 

Save the Dates for Summer 2025! 

Camp Stronghold Retreat for 6th–8th graders 
June 8-13, 2025 

$275 per student 

Youth Triennium in Louisville for 9th–12th graders 
*Male leader are needed 

July 27-August 1, 2025 
$350 per student 
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Congregational Health Ministries 
 

Honoring Your Wishes at FPC:  it has been six years since 
we began having conversations with our church family 
about having a good life, until the end. What is our 
current status?  We have a long way to go before 
EVERYONE who is 18 years or older has had a 
conversation about their end of life wishes. 

We are ready to renew our efforts, with a series of video clips, sessions on “how to have a conversation” with 
loved ones about end of life wishes, and how to complete an Advance Directive, or a legal document that spells 
out what is important for medical care decisions in the event one is not able to make them for oneself.  

Are you ready?  It really doesn’t matter. If you attend one of the sessions held after worship beginning in January, 
you will be taking the first important step.  

Maybe you already have an Honoring Your Wishes document completed. When is the last time you have 
reviewed it?  Your document may need revising if anything significant has changed in your life.  

If you feel the need to begin this conversation and plan your Advance Directive (we call it Honoring Your Wishes) 
before the beginning of the year, we are here to assist you! 

Facilitators: 

Rhonda Barr, rhondabarr75@gmail.com, or 319-936-5998 

Maeleen Thorius, mthorius@southslope.net, or 319-541-3161 

Sue Van Duyn, susanvdphipps@gmail.com, or 319-338-4132 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Tammy Schroeder  

at 319-351-2660 or  

tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
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Be sure and introduce yourselves to our newest 

members of First Presbyterian Church:  

Jen DeLa Cruz, Janet Williams, Brian and Kimberly Kinnaird. 

 

December 14 from 9.am.–Noon 

Sign up to bake cookies, by contacting 

Deb at Deb.Boland@gmail.com. 

There will be No Bazaar items 
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News from the Pasrur Christian Girls school 

PEB holds district-wide spelling bee. 

Congratulations to the winners of the spelling bee, the Pasrur CGHS (Christian Girls 
High School)!  

PEB schools focus on providing a high-quality education that addresses the needs of all individuals in 
mind, body and spirit. They instill values of self-esteem, self-confidence, self-discipline, integrity, 
tolerance and respect for others, fairness and justice. This is accomplished through many different 
“hands-on” and creative learning experiences and educational competitions.  

Benefits of a New Television Set  

The Pasrur Christian girls boarding house gets a new T.V.. An anonymous donor has sent $1,000 to 
purchase a new T.V. for the girls at the Pasrur boarding house. They appreciate a big T.V. for this 
purpose because so many of them watch it at once during their breaks. T.V.is beneficial for the girls 
in a number of ways: it helps him to learn English, it helps him to see other places, and perhaps most 
importantly, it helps them to see how other cultures function and how they treat women. Aside 
from that, after a long day of school it's wonderful to have a half an hour for some cartoons. 
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FPC Reconciliation Ministry donates towards the Pasrur primary building. 

The Reconciliation Ministry of first Presbyterian Church has donated $5,000 towards the new primary 
building at the Pasrur School. This money will be doubled by a matched grant from the friends of PEB. 
The building it will be replacing has been condemned and is no longer safe. The new building will house 
four classrooms, a bathroom, and a covered porch/hallway (a veranda). It is the last of the decrepit 
buildings to be replaced from the original Presbyterian mission 150 years ago. 

Students have classes on the veranda of the old building. 

Scholarship fundraising, 52 out of 100 girls currently covered 

We are currently collecting funds for scholarships for the 2025-26 school year, which for them begins in April 
2025. The scholarships will go to 100 impoverished Christian girls from rural villages around Pasrur. The cost is 
$550 a year and covers their tuition, food, uniforms, books, and room costs. That is about $2 a day, $15 a 
week, or about $62 a month. All scholarships contributions are greatly appreciated. Any amount brings you 
into the Friends of Pasrur family and changes the lives of little girls in Pakistan forever. For those who can’t 
afford a full scholarship, $14 will cover a week of school and $62 will cover a whole month. Any contribution 
will receive a photo of one of the girls and a thank you note from them. 

We currently have 52 of the 100 scholarships needed to send all the girls back to school. We continue to collect 
money through January. If you would like to make a donation: you can put it in the collection box, give it to the 
church office, or give electronically on the church website under ministries, https://firstpresiowacity.org/. 

By Jane Cranston, Jane-cranston@uiowa.edu 
Friends of Pasrur 
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Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h    I o w a  C i t y    I o w a  

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Katelyn Peterson 
katelyn.peterson@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CONGREGATIONSL ACCOMPANIST 
Amy Cerniglia 
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 


