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Dear Church-  

One of the great joys of being the church is nurturing 
the calls of people who discern calls to ministry. We 
support our inquirers and candidates by offering 
them mentorship, financial aid, and opportunities to 
lead ministries and worship in the church. You may 
have noticed that I will always offer the pulpit to 
Anna when I am out of town and her duties as 
Director of Christian Education do not conflict. I 
benefited greatly from the opportunity to preach in 
my home congregations when I was a candidate, and 
I want to extend that same opportunity to her.   

But she is only one of the candidates for ordination 
that we have been supporting over the past several 
years. Chitoka Webb has been a student at San 
Francisco Theological Seminary and so a little out of 
sight for us. But we have, in that time, done what we 
could to help her grow into her call, as well.   

Over the next few weeks, we’ll 
have the opportunity to hear 
from both Chitoka (September 
22) and Anna (October 13) in 
the pulpit. In-between we’ll 
welcome PC(USA) 
International Peacemaker 
Frances Namoumou on World 
Communion Sunday to share a 
theological perspective on the 
effects of climate change, 
particularly as it affects Fiji.   

We are blessed to be a place that engages with the world within 
our congregation, out in our community, and across the world. 
Being the church together in this way has helped us to build up 
another generation of people equipped to go out into the world as 
servants and advocates, whether in our mission work or as 
ministers of Word and Sacrament. I’m excited to have this 
opportunity to be led and nourished. See you in worship!  

Amy Cerniglia received her Bachelor and 
Master of Music in Organ Performance 
from Mississippi College. At The University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary, she 
received several awards, moderated the 

Student Council and recently completed her Master of Divinity. Currently, she 
is a Candidate for Ministry of Word and Sacrament under the care of Peace 
River Presbytery, where she worked for six years as Director of Music and 
Outreach at Peace Presbyterian Church in Lakewood Ranch, FL. 

Among other publications, Amy has contributed to The American Organist, 
the PC(USA)’s Call to Worship journal and The Hymn Society’s Songs for the 
Holy Other. Alongside the Rev. Elizabeth Deibert, Amy is co-directing the 2025 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians’ Worship and Music Conference, 
Clothed in Love. She serves part-time as Communications Coordinator for the 
Covenant Network of Presbyterians, where she organizes events, leads 
workshops and shares resources to support churches in welcoming LGBTQIA+ 
people. In her free time, she enjoys practicing yoga, writing poetry and 
exploring the beauty of Eastern Iowa.  

Introducing Amy Cerniglia, 
FPC’s Interim Congregational 

Accompanist 
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2024 Warm Winter Wear Distribution—Donation & Volunteer Information 

Sorting donated clothing is one of many important job for volunteers. 

The 2024 Winter Clothing Distribution, 
sponsored by the Consultation of 
Religious Communities and the Iowa 
City Police Department, will be held 
from the afternoon of Sunday, October 
13, through the early afternoon of 
Saturday, October 19. During this time, 
we’ll set up, accept clothing donations, 
sort and organize clothing, distribute 
the clothing, and clean up. 

Our event will be held in the 
gymnasium of The River Community 
Church, 3001 Muscatine Ave., in Iowa 
City. Enter the parking lot via the 
driveway on Muscatine Ave.; please 
park away from the building. 

As in past years, we are looking for 
donations of gently used or new 
WARM winter wear, with an emphasis 
on coats, snow pants, hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, boots and winter 
shoes. Heavy sweaters and sweatshirts 
are also appreciated. Donations will be 
accepted through Sunday, October 13 
at the box in Ryerson Hall in front of 
the Reconciliation Ministry bulletin 
board. 

Volunteers are urgently needed and will need to register using 
SignUpGenius at via one of the following links: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AE2FA20-51081789-
2024  

As you sign up, please pay attention to information 
and instructions provided on SignUpGenius. For 
2024, we will be increasing the number of family 
representative shoppers to nine per 30-minute 
period. (Seven individuals will need to register via a 
separate SignUpGenius; there will be two openings 
for drop-ins.). Questions can be directed to John 
Barr at BarrJohnO@sau.edu or 319-541-3213.  

Welcome Home, Chitoka! 

Chitoka Webb is a Candidate for Ordination, and we 
(FPC) are her “home” church. She is very excited to be 
visiting Iowa City for the first time in several years. 
Chitoka will be coming for the week of September 16–
23. On Sunday, September 22, she will be preaching 
here at FPC. Following worship, we will have a 
reception (and yes, cake) for her. Please plan to stay 
and welcome Chitoka home! 

Chitoka began her study towards her Master of 
Divinity degree at the San Francisco Theological 
Seminary in January 2020, and graduated in May, 
2023. Since then, she has begun study in the 
Chaplaincy Program and currently is in the third of 
four units.  

During this past year, Chitoka has had continued 
health challenges. After a lengthy battle with an 
autoimmune disease that caused end-stage liver 

failure, she is now the 
successful recipient of a liver 
transplant. While there are 
ongoing concerns for her 
health, she is much better 
and doing even more. While 
the first ordination exam was 
completed from an intensive 
care bed, she is now set to 
complete the remaining 
exams after her Iowa visit.   

Since Chitoka is under our 
care while seeking her path 
towards ordination, it is our 
privilege to support her on 
this journey. She is grateful for our church family here 
in Iowa City, and would love to see you all on Sunday, 
September 22.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AE2FA20-51081789-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AE2FA20-51081789-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AE2FA20-51081789-2024
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Join TeamFPC  to Walk to End Alzheimer’s on Saturday, September 28.  

Look for the sign-up table in Ryerson Hall. You will be able to sign up to walk 
and make donations to help us reach our team goal of $1,500. All money 
raised will go to the Alzheimer’s Association for research and to enhance care 
and support for all affected by this disease. 

Use this link to donate directly 
 http://act.alz.org/goto/TeamFPC or the QR Code  

Did you know … someone develops Alzheimer’s/dementia every 66 seconds and 
2/3 of them are women?  

 

For more info, contact Tammy Schroeder at 351-2660, 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

Everyone at CommUnity is passionate about treating those in 
crisis as valuable human beings. CommUnity provides 
immediate support through the Crisis Services, Food Bank, 
and Financial Support* programs. 

FPC is pleased to do our part in supporting the Food Bank 
with our monthly donations. For the months of September 
and October will be focusing on breakfast items. Donations 
may be placed in Ryerson Hall. 

*Monetary donations should be given to Tammy Schroeder; NOT left in Ryerson Hall. 

 

Fall Kickoff was Sunday, September 8 
and it was AWESOME! This is gearing up 
to be the best year yet for Christian 
Education at First Presbyterian Church! 

Check some of the pic-
tures from the Youth 
Group Picture Scavenger 
Hunt! 

http://act.alz.org/goto/TeamFPC
mailto:tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org
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By now, everyone has received their stewardship 
packet (if not, please let me know). Maybe you’ve 
placed a cup of coffee or cool glass of iced tea on the 
FPC coaster. And, hopefully, you’ve read through the 
booklet, amazed at all that your pledge in 2024 has 
made possible. Really, from Sunday School curriculum 
and youth camps, to serving at Free Lunch and heating 
the sanctuary, your pledge of time, talents, and 
treasure has made all the difference. It’s truly inspiring 
to see what has taken place and to know that your 
pledge in 2025 can continue to provide these 
opportunities and more for everyone. 

A new aspect of stewardship now involves the 

children and youth at FPC. Take a look in the Christian 
Ed corner in Ryerson Hall and you’ll notice a small 
table displaying a decorated wooden chest. Each 
Sunday morning, before classes begin, and later in the 
day during youth groups, our children and youth have 
the opportunity to record their own expressions of 
time, talents, and treasures and place them in the 
chest. Stewardship is a learned practice that can 
continue to grow throughout a lifetime!  

Children, youth, and adults…together we can bring 
our mission of faith, justice, and mercy to life, both in 
and outside of the church. Let’s do this! 

Stewardship: We’re All in This Together! 

  ~ Nancy Gardner, Stewardship Committee Moderator 

Children and youth also practice stewardship by  
recording their time, talents, and treasures each week  

Eat Out Group 
Thursday, September 19 6.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

901 Melrose Ave  
(located in the Courtyard by Marriott;  

across from Kinnick) 
 

Host: Jeanie Wade Nagle 
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F i r s t ’ s  F a m i l y  
  

Do you have a news item for the First’s Family? Send Tammy Foster an email by  

October 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

September 15-30 
9/15 Steve Semler 
9/18 Katherine Smith 
9/18 Amanda Molsberry 
9/19 Steve Smith 
9/19 Anita Burnett 
9/20 Amy Johnston 
9/20 Nathan Willard 
9/22 Kathryn Sidwell 
9/23 Mick Hammer 

9/24 Caroline Ruyle 
9/25 Steve Spangler 
9/26 Peter Dunbar 
9/26 Eric Forsythe 
9/27 Joyce Stochl 

 

October 1-15 
10/1 Jerry Stamp 
10/1 Al Wicks 
10/3 Tyson Neubauer 
10/4 Don Bolin 
10/4 Joan Maxwell 
10/5 Lucus Edwards 
10/6 Chad Greimann 
10/7 Judy Whitford 
10/8 Temple Hiatt 
10/8 Bill Rubright 
10/8 Anna Sheetz 
10/8 Sage Smith 

10/9 Megan Dehner 
10/10 Rachael Nicholson 
10/10 Brent Foster 
10/11 Norma Carlson 
10/12 Ken Miller 
10/14 Karen Nicklaus 
10/15 Steve Hurt 
10/15 Marvin Bergman 
10/15 Anja Miller 
10/16 Dwight Younkin 

Known  

to have been  

Hospitalized: 

 
Doris Yoder and 
Jim Jacobus 

Congratulations 

to Cullen and Lydia 
Schroeder on the birth 
of their first child, 
Theodore Michael. 
Proud grandparents are 
Darin and Tammy 
Schroeder. 

 

Opportunity for FPC Kindness Activity 
 

Congregational Health is Asking  

for Your Help! 

FPC be will be volunteering on September 21 with 
Houses into Homes. 

Volunteers are needed to help create a home for a needy family or individual. Sixteen volunteers are 
needed to assist in the moving of household items. Our volunteers will be supported by people from 
Houses into Homes. Get the whole family involved! The youngest age for helping is 12, but can be a 
bit younger with parent supervision. This activity is a great opportunity to help our community! It is 
important to sign up immediately. Please contact the church office or call Sue Van Duyn at 515-205-
3576, or Pam Kautz at 319–331–4404 about volunteering.  
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Christian Education Ministry  

Sunday, October 13  
9 am   Breakfast 
9:30 am Sunday School Classes Breakout 
10:30 am Worship Together 

- - - - - - - - -  
NO YOUTH PM PROGRAMMING 

Happy Fall Break!  

Sunday, September 22 

9 am   Breakfast 
9:30 am Sunday School Classes Breakout 
10:30 am Worship together 

- - - - - - - - - -  
4 pm  Apple Picking and Dinner at Wilson’s 

Sunday, September 29 

9 am   Breakfast 
9:30 am Sunday School Classes Breakout 
10:30 am Worship Together 

- - - - - - - -  
5 pm   Confirmation PM with Nathan   
6 pm  Dinner Together 
7 pm   High School Youth Group 

Sunday, October 6  
9 am   Breakfast 
9:30 am Sunday School Classes Breakout 
10:30 am Worship Together 

- - - - - - - - - -  
5 pm   Junior High Youth Group  
6 pm  Dinner Together 
7 pm   High School Youth Group 

Confirmation Class starts in September. Stu-
dents will be asked to find a mentor who is an 
active member of First Presbyterian Church. 

Each month, Confirmands will meet once with 
Anna during the Sunday School hour (AM) and 

once with Pastor Nathan during the Youth 
Group Hour (PM). These dates are: 

Sunday, September 15; AM with Anna 
Sunday, September 29; PM with Nathan 

Sunday, October 20; PM with Nathan 
Sunday, October 27; AM with Anna  

 

K-2nd graders Sunday School  Beach Room  

3rd-5th graders Sunday School  Room 14  

6th grade– Adult Wired Word 
Coover 
Lounge 

6th grade-Adult 
Sunday Morning 

Bible Study 
Ryerson Hall  

Sunday School  
Breakout Class  

Options 

These classes meet each Sunday from 9:30–10:15 am. 

Save the Date for Summer 2025! 

Camp Stronghold Retreat for 6th–8th graders 
June 8-13, 2025 

$275 per student 

Youth Triennium in Louisville for 9th-12th  
graders *Male leader needed 

July 27-August 1, 2025 

$350 per student 
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Summer 2024 “Herky Hunt” Winners! 

 

“The team of Alice, Calvin and Travis Martin along with Jeanie Wade-Nagle—three generations—have completed 
the Herky hunt and have seen all 100 Herkys! I should clarify that and say there was one in Solon at the sheriff’s 
office that had gone to the state fair, but we saw the sign and the Herky stand. We actually saw 101 Herkys because 
at the Iowa Athletics Alumni Center there were three Herkys—the band and Hayden, as listed–but also a great one 
for Lisa Bluder. We have had a lot of fun with this project throughout the summer and at times we had others join 
us in our adventures—cousins, Adeyln, Hailey, Aria and friend Bryce. Carter Hand was often our 
photographer. Thanks for giving us this opportunity!” 

This summer, the Christian Education Ministry challenged teams of four to find all 100 
Herky Statues that flew through Iowa City. Sunday, September 8, the winners were 
announced. Read Jeanie’s tale their Herky Hunt below. Congratulations to the whole 
family and friends!  

Big Sundays are NEW this Program Year in Christian Education! 

Once a month, there will be an event for ALL AGES at First Presbyterian Church! This is a great place 
to bring kids of all ages, friends of all types, and for various generations to bond through fun! YOU 
are invited to each of these events and we hope to see you there! 
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Pasrur Scholarships 

The Friends of Pasrur Committee at First 
Presbyterian Church is requesting donations 
for our annual scholarships to the Girl’s 
School in Pakistan. Our church members have 
been supporting the education needs of these 
students from elementary to high school for 
25 years with over two thousand scholarships. 
Scholarships are $550 each. It provides 
tuition, books, uniforms, and room and board 
for impoverished Christian girls from a poor 
village family. Any contribution is welcome!  

These scholarships give these girls the gift of 
an education, and the means to be part of 
Pakistan’s future professional workforce. Your 
caring makes a huge difference, not just for 
them, but in improving the lives of their entire 
families. Please write “Pasrur Scholarship” in 
the check memo line to contribute a 
scholarship. You can also give online at the 
FPC website, or through the church office, or 
just add to the collection box. For questions, 
contact Jane Cranston, 319-621-3625. 

By Kitty Chadima, Friends of Pasrur 

Apple Picking &  
Dinner Together at  
Wilson’s Orchard!  

September 22, 4 p.m. 
 

Everyone is invited to join as we go  
Apple picking together at Wilson’s  
Orchard! We’ll pick apples for about  
an hour and a half before eating pizza together at the farm. 
Each car is invited to contribute $20 in cash to the “Dinner 
Fun" and Anna will order for the whole group (this will ensure 
that everyone can eat; regardless of financial situation). We’ll 
wrap up at 7 p.m.  

Annual Pumpkin Party  

                Sunday, October 27 

                          4-7 p.m. 
                                  It’s our Annual  
                                   Pumpkin Party! 

                     

                                        Wear your costume and explore  
the church, where every room has a surprise! We are 

currently looking for adults with interactive ideas  
for this party. In the past, we’ve had improv., perler 

beads, book reading, and bread baking.  

What do you like to do?  
Would you like to host a room? Let Anna know! 
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Team FPC Gets Down to Work at the Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity Build 

On an absolutely beautiful summer morning, nine FPC members joined together at 2612 Blazing Star Dr. to 
contribute their skills for Habitat for Humanity. Over a period of four hours, that we fabricated and installed 
framing for second-story interior walls and closets. 

John Clark and Gunner Grado 
know how to knock in those nails. 

Deb Boland and Darlene Bergman 
gladly wielded their hammers. 

IVH Supervisor Christ and Bill  
Follows intently cutting boards. 

The hard-working team FPC (L to R): Rick Boland, Darlene Bergman, Deb 
Boland, Steve Schomberg, John Clark, Greg Smith, Gunner Grado, John Barr 
and Bill Follows 

There will be additional opportunities for us to 
participate in finishing this home later in the fall. 

If interested, please contact John Barr at 
BarrJohnO@sau.edu. 
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FPC continues to offer Notary services.  

Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule an 
appointment at 319-351-2660 or 

tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

Prayer Post 

Fall is on it’s way, what a great time to let 
worries blow away and sing praises to God! 
Stop by the Prayer Post and do just that. 

Pray More … Worry Less  

 

 2024 International Peacemaker to Preach 

at FPC on October 6 

Frances Namoumou 

Frances Namoumou has been involved in work on climate change, displacement and 
disaster management for more than 20 years. She is currently an ecumenical enabler 
for the Ecologic Stewardship and Climate Justice Program at the Pacific Conference of 
Churches in Fiji  

F I J I  

 Fast Facts About Fiji 
• Fiji was settled more than 3,000 years ago in several migratory waves. 

• Sandalwood and whales brought European traders to Fiji, with missionaries arriving in 1830 and the 
Wesleyan mission being established in 1835. 

• Britain ruled Fiji as a colony from 1874 to its independence in 1970. 

• Fiji is an aviation and shipping hub with large tourism, manufacturing, gold and textile industries. 

• Fiji has suffered four coups since 1987, and the country continues to struggle with ethnic and 
religious differences. 

Our Partners 
• The Pacific Conference of Churches is a global partner of the PC(USA) and celebrated its 6Oth 

anniversary in 2021. During six decades of decolonization and the establishment of independent 
churches, the PCC has grown to include 28 Pacific island member churches, including several in Fiji. 

 

 

 

Support of the Peace & Global Witness Offering makes the 
International Peacemaker Program possible.  
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Do you have questions? 
Do you wonder what Realm is all about? 
 

• What is Realm and why should I use it? 

• Want to use the new mobile app, but aren’t sure how? 

Tammy Schroeder is happy to assist you. Find her on Sunday 
mornings or by calling (319) 351-2660, or stopping by the church office. 

 

Coping with the Holidays 

~by Maeleen Thorius 
 

I made it through the first Christmas without Jerry, but it wasn’t easy. Still, I figured, at 
that point, what are the options? Christmas was going to come and go whether I was 
present or not. The carols would be sung. The nativity would be in place. The birthday 
of Christ would be celebrated. Still…there were moments harder than others.  

A grief support group will be held every Sunday in November. (Sundays Nov. 3, 10, 17 
and 24, so mark your calendars). We will meet at 9:30 on the lower level of the 
church, so bring your coffee and let’s spend time with other FPC folks who are strug-
gling with grief and loss and are dreading the upcoming holidays. This is not a therapy 
group. This is a support group where we will find the time to listen to each other and 
find renewed hope and love in the community. Perhaps, we can learn some tricks and 
tips to cherish memories and find joy and renewal in the season. Have questions? Call 
Maeleen Thorius at 319-5413161. Please come. 

 



Page 12 First Presbyterian Church September 15—October15, 2024 F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h    I o w a  C i t y    I o w a  

Public Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Monday–Thursday 
except holidays or when announced 
  

Ph 319-351-2660  
www.firstpresiowacity.org  

First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Katelyn Peterson 
katelyn.peterson@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 

PASTOR 
Nathan Willard 
nathan.willard@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

CONGREGATIONSL ACCOMPANIST 
Amy Cerniglia 
amy.cerniglia@firstpresiowacity.org 
 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHASING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 


